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Introduction

Many years back, a few others and myself started an on-line Messianic Biblical Judaic Yeshiva (Theology school/courses) on the Midrash BBS.  It was a FIDO/OPUS BBS system before the current internet platforms came to be that we have today.

I still have many of the files from that time-period, and I thought it might be a good time to restart and expand on it since there are so many that are new to Messianic Biblical Judaism in general today.

Don't think of this as a replacement for any Yeshiva, Seminary, or Leadership Training classes you may already be taking - rather, think of it as a supplement.  Many of these articles took hours to research and compose - and it is designed to save you a great deal of leg-work, and so it can be a resource database of research to assist you in whatever Bible Study classes or schooling you may already be in; or as a witnessing tool; or simply as a compilation of facts that are very hard to come by in many cases.  That having been said, much of the material and position papers are written from a level that you won't find in Church Seminary classes, (or else it is only briefly touched on), as these deal primarily from a 1st Century Messianic Biblical Judaic context, rather than from a Gentile Christian perspective.  So... if you read through all the materials, by the end, you will know far more on this subject than most PhD's in Theology.

Most all of the files are written by me, and if you don't agree with some of the dogma I present, just know that I may no longer agree with it either :-) as some of them were written years ago and YHVH may have led me into an understanding of where I was wrong in some things.  However, most all of the articles I agree with 99.9%.

Some of the articles are very controversial, as in iron sharpens iron (in fact some of them may look more like steel on steel! :-), and some of them are taken from Email exchanges that were very heated and emotional; but hopefully that will still be a perspective that will be thought provoking.  Some of these articles some of you may have seen posted over the years, some articles you may not have seen.

Hopefully this will help in peoples studies and will provide a Yeshiva quality type training for those who don't have access to classes, or don't have the time to attend anywhere, etc....

Feel free to forward these studies, if you forward each section in full, to whoever you feel led to.

Shalom;

Bill
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Tenach & Rabbinic Quotes On Messiah - & Misc.
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=========================R A B B I N I C==============================
.

MIDRASH MISHLE[10:21];Rab Huna counted amongst the seven Names of

Messiah also: YHVH/HaShem Zidkenu, [Referring to Jer.23:6].

.

R.JOSEPH ALBO OF TOLEDO[SEPHER IKKARIM 28:54] The Scripture calleth the

Names of Messiah also: Lord Zidkenu, because He is the Mediator through

Whom we shall get the righteousness of the Lord.

.

R.ELIJAH DE VIDAS: The meaning of He was wounded for our transgressions

bruised for our iniquities is, that since Messiah bears our inquities,

which produce the effect of His being bruised,it follows that whoso

will not admit that the Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities must

endure and suffer for them himself. [on Is. 53]

.

SANHEDRIN [93B]:Messiah...What is His Name? The disciples of the school

of the Rabbi [Yehudah Hanassi, the author of the Mishnah] said: Cholaja

[The sickly] for it says[Is.53:4]: Surely He hath born our sicknesses &

carried our pains; and we did regard Him stricken, smitten of God and

afflicted. [See also note aa Pesiqta].

.

Rabbi Moshe el Sheikh, Chief Rabbi of Safed...

"I will do yet a third thing, and that is, that 'they shall look unto

Me,' for they shall lift up their eyes unto Me in perfect repentance,

when they see Him Whom they pierced, that is Messiah,the Son of Joseph;

for our Rabbi's, of blessed memory, have said that He will take upon

Himself all the guilt of Israel, and shall then be slain in the war to

make an atonement in such manner that it shall be accounted as if

Israel had pierced Him, for on account of their sin He has died; and

therefore,in order that it may be reckoned to them as perfect atonement

they will repent and look to the Blessed One, saying, that there is

none beside Him to forgive those that mourn on account of Him who died

for their sin; this is the meaning of 'They shall look upon Me...'"

.

Rabbis Samuel bar Nahman in the name of Rabbi Jonathan

said, that at the time when Moses wrote the Torah,

writing a portion of it daily, when he came to this

verse which says, `And Elohim said, let Us make man in

Our image after Our likeness,' Moses said, Master of

the Universe why do You give herewith an excuse to the

sectarians (who believe in the Tri-Unity of God), God
answered Moses, You write and whoever wants to err let

him err.

.

Come near unto me, hear this: I have not spoken in

secret from the beginning; from the time that it was,

there am I; and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath

sent me. (Isaiah 48:16)

.

God will set His own crown upon the head of King Messiah, and clothe

Him with honor and majesty...Midrash Tehillim on Ps.21:3...Rabbi Hann

in the name of Rabbi Aha; continues the thought...God will bestow a

portion of His supernatural glory on Messiah....The Midrash then

continues with two designations of Messiah; HaShem/YHVH, a man of war and HaShem/YHVH, is our righteousness.

.

[On Is.9:6; R.Aben Ezra:]...There are some interpreters who say that

'Wonderful, Everlasting Father' are Names of God and only 'Prince of

Peace' is the Name of the Child. But according to my view the

interpretation is right (which says): all are the Names of the Child.

.

[Midrash Echa (1:51):]...What is the Name of King Messiah? To this

answered Rabbi Abba bar Kahana: YHVH/HaShem is His Name, for it is written: 'This is the Name whereby He shall be called: YHVH/HaShem Zidkenu'.

[See also, Midrash Rabbah 999:8), (Ps. 45:6), (Prov.30:4), (Ps.2:7),

(Sukkah [52a]),) (Ps.2:12 Lesser's trans.)...{ect...... also, verses in Tanach may be one or two verses differance depending upon your translation}.

.

[Rabbi T. Nassi on Rosh HaShannah]...the three-fold sound of the ram's

horn which is sounded on Rosh Hashanah, is an emblem of the Three-fold

nature of God.

{see also, (Bereshis Rabba 2),(R. Tzvi Nassi's book, The Great Mystery), (Burt Yellin's book, Messiah, A Rabbinic & Scriptural Viewpoint, {available locally only}) (Sukkah 52a; Rabbi Dosa), (Rabbi B'rekhyah: From the Suffering Servant of Isaiah, S. Driver & A. Neubauer, Hermon Press, New York,1877.)....ect...ect...ect....

.

The King Messiah shall be exalted above Abraham, be high ABOVE MOSES.

[Neve Shalom]

.

I have examined and searched all the Holy Scriptures, and have not

found the time for coming of Messiah, clearly fixed, except in the

words of Gabriel to the prophet Daniel, which are written in the

ninth chapter of the prophecy ofDaniel." R.Moses Abraham Levi.

.

While the shofar is being blown in the Synagogue on Rosh HaShannah

the following remarkably significant prayer is offered:

Merciful and gracious God, I have sinned against Thee, and done that

which is evil in Thy sight. Have mercy on me and forgive all my

transgressions, trespasses and sins, through >Yehoshua< the Prince

of His Presence.1

In most prayer books of the present day this prayer is omitted, and

the following offered instead:

May it please Thee, O Lord God, and the God of our fathers, that Thou

mayest accept it as the meditation through Elijah and Joshua, the

Prince of the Presence, the Prince Metatron and that Thou mayest be

filled with mercy towards us. Blessed art Thou, O Lord Who art

merciful.

The angel Metatron, according to Jewish theology, was he who discoursed

with Moses[2] and the angel in whom God placed His Name.
1.Salvation: don't have the referrance handy to look it up for myself as to the exact form of the word used...seems to be Joshua. from the

Prayer Book For The New Year (1913). Rev.Dr.A.Th.Phillips, page 100.

2.Exodus 3:2-15

.

"In fact the MESSIAH IS SUCH A PROPHET as it is stated in the Midrash

on the verse, "Behold My servant shall prosper...Moses by the miracles

which he wrought drew but a single nation to the worship of God, but

the MESSIAH will draw ALL NATIONS to the worship of God."

R.Levi ben Gershom.

.

"Rabbi Phinehas, Rabbi Levi, and Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of

Rabbi Menachem; 'In the Time to Come, all sacrifices will be annulled,

but that of thanksgiving will not be annulled.' This is indicated by

what is written in [Jeremiah 33:11].

.

The thought of Torah changing in the "Age to Come" is again made

perfectly clear in the rendering of Deuteronomy 17:18,in Sifra. Here it

is stated that the Lord wrote a copy of Mishna-Torah for Himself, and

that He would not be content with the Mishna-Torah of the father. The

question is asked..."Why does He say Mishna-Torah? Because it is

destined to be changed."

.

"The Torah which a man learns in this world is but vanity compared with

the Torah of Messiah" Midrash Qohelet on Eccl.11:8.

.

And I will put enmity between thee and the WOMAN, and

between thy seed and her SEED; He shall bruise thy

head and thou shalt bruise His heel.

-Gen.3:15 Lesser's.

.

It is not written that we may perserve a son from our

father, but SEED from our father. This is the SEED

that is coming from another place. And Who is this?

This is the King Messiah.

-Ber.Rabbah (51,ed. Warsh. p.95 a, on Genesis 19:32).

.

This is that SEED that is coming from another place, and

Who is this? This is the King Messiah.

-Ber.Rabbah 51, ed. Wars. P.95,a, on Gen.19:23

.

The serpent of Gen.3 is identified with satan.

-Jewish Ency. (p.70,col.b)

.

Isaac carried the wood like a man who takes up his cross.

-Pesikta Rab. (54, a).

.

Our Rabbis have a tradition that in the week in which

Messiah will be born there will be a bright star in the

east, which is the 'star of the Messiah.'

-Pesikta Sortarta. (fol.58 c.1)

.

Kings shall not cease, nor rulers from the house of

Judah, nor sapherim teaching the Law from his seed,

till the time that the King The Messiah shall come,

Who will arise from Yehudah. How beauteous is the

King, The Messiah Who will arise from Yehudah.

-Targum Palestine, Gen.49:10.

.

From what has been said you will perceive that Shiloh,

The Messiah, was to appear whilst Judah was a distinct

tribe, having its genealogies, and its magistrates,

scribes, lawyers and expounders of God's Laws. But it

is an undeniable fact that Tribe of Judah, as well as

all the other tribes, has lost its genealogies for more

than seventeen hundred years and therefore the Messiah

must have appeared, or the prediction is false. To

assert the latter would be blasphemy;to deny the former

is unreasonable. -R. Frey

.

For many days shall the children of Israel abide without

a King, and without a Prince, and without a Sacrifice,

and without a standing image, and without an ephod, and

without a teraphim. After that will the children of

Israel return and seek for the Lord their God, and David

their King,.... -Hosea 3:4-5, Lesser's.

.

David their King is this Messiah, like, 'My servant David

shall be their King forever." -Aben Ezra

.

The Messiah had one Spirit which was equal to all the

others put together according to Isaiah 11:1-10.

-Yalkut (vol.1 p.247,d)(Edersheim)

.

Therefore will the Lord Himself give you a sign; behold

this almah/young woman, [in LXX trans. done by 70 Rabbi's

it is the Greek word for virgin], shall conceive, and

bare a Son and she shall call His Name Immanuel,(God with us).

-Isaiah 7:14 Lesser's.

.

'Behold a virgin shall conceive', There are some who say

that this was made a sign, because a virgin 'fuit non

apta generationi.

-Jarchi.

.

R. Huni in the name of R. Ide and R. Joshua said, that

this man is the King Messiah of Whom it is said, Psalms

2:7, 'This day have I begotten Thee.'

-Talmud Bab.

.

Jarchi refutes the above by observing that Hezekiah was

nine years old when his father Ahaz began to reign, and

he must be at this time, at least thirteen years of age.

In like manner Kimchi, and Eben Ezra object to it; and

besides his mother could not be called a virgin. -Gill

.

Out of thee Bethlehem shall Messiah go forth before me,

to exercise dominion over Israel. Whose Name has been

spoken from of old from the day of eternity.

-Micah 5:2 Targum Jonathan

.

Out of thee (Bethlehem) shall come forth unto me Messiah,

the Son of David. -R.Jarchi

.

Behold, I will send my messenger, and He shall clear out

the way before me: and suddenly will come to His Temple

the Lord Whom ye seek; and the Messenger of the Covenant

Whom ye desire, for behold He is coming saith the Lord
of hosts. -Malachi 3:1 Lesser's

.

The Lord is the King Messiah; He is also the Angel of the

Covenant. -Kimchi

.

The Lord is both the Divine Majesty, and the Angel of the

Covenant, for the sentence is doubled. -Aben Ezra

.

The Lord may be explained of the King Messiah.

-Mashmiah Jeshua, fol.76

.

The Most Holy is the Messiah, for He is more holy than the

sons of David. -R. Nachman

.

Our Rabbis expound this in a Midrash of the King Messiah

saying, He shall be higher than Abraham, exalted above

Moses, and loftier than the ministering angels.

-R.Sa'adyah Ibn Danan {Midrash Tanchuma}

.

For to us a Son is born, to us a Son is given: and He

shall receive the Law upon Him to keep it; and His Name

is called from of old, Wonderful, Counselor, ELOHA, The

Mighty, Abiding to Eternity, The Messiah, because peace

shall be multiplied on us in His days.

-Isaiah 9:6 Targum Jonathan

.

Rabbi Samuel, the son of Nachman, said, 'When Esau met

Jacob he said unto him, "My brother Jacob, let us walk

together in this world. Jacob replied: Let my Lord, I

pray thee, pass over before his servant" (Genesis 33:14)

What is the meaning of, "I pray thee, pass over? Jacob

said to him: I have yet to supply the Messiah, of Whom

it is said: "Unto us a Child is born".

-Midrash (Deuteronomy 2:4)

.

For those who cannot look upon the Son Himself, behold

Him in His reflected light, even thus do they regard the

image of God, Who is His Angel, the Word [Logos], as God
Himself. -(De Plant Noe) Philo Judaeus

.

There are it seemeth two Temples of God. The one in this

world, in which also there is a High Priest, His First

Begotten Divine Word (Logos). -Philo Judaeus

.

As it is said of the former redeemer, and Moses took

his wife, and his sons, and set them on an ass (Exodus

4:20), so it is said of the latter Redeemer {Messiah}

"poor and riding on an ass"-Midrash Kohelet (fol.63:2)

.

Deutero-Zechariah's Messiah has much in common with

Isaiah's. He is described (Zechariah 9:9) as a

righteous Prince of Peace who will rise from the ranks

of the pious and oppressed, who will ride into Jerusalem

not in military splender, but on an ass. (Compaire

Jesus' entry into Jerusalem on an ass),....

-Jewish Encyl. {vol.8, p.507, c.a.}

.

My Son art Thou; I have indeed this day begotten Thee. *Do homage to

the Son, lest He be angry, and ye be lost on the way; for His wrath is

so speedily kindled. Happy are all they that put their trust in Him.

-Psalms 2:7-12 Lesser's

. 

*[Ps.2:12 Heb. 'Bar' = 202]...Thou art the Son, the faithful shepherd;

of Thee it is said, 'Kiss the Son'. {note: this has been removed in

English in many new Jewish Tanach translation, but it is there in the

Hebrew!} Thou art the Governor of the Universe, the Head of Israel,

the Lord of ministering angels, the Son of the Highest, the Son of

the Holy and Blessed One, yea the very Shechinah. { note: The

Shechinah is the VERY HOLY SPIRIT OF HA-SHEM!}.

.

Our Doctors expound the Psalm of the Messiah.

-(Jarchi (Maas) [ref.Ps.2]
.

But if it be interpreted of the Messiah, the matter is clear.

-Aben Ezra [ref.Ps.2]

.

It is a tradition of the Rabbis that Messiah, The Son of

David, Who is to be revealed speedily.....the Holy One

said unto Him, Ask of Me anything and I will give it thee,

for it is said; 'I will declare the decree, etc. "Today

have I begotten thee."

-Talmud Bab. (Succah, fol.52) [ref.Ps.2]

.

Know Him as your God, Who is the Son of God.

-Sibylline Oracles (Lactantins P.10 s.)

.

Then He [My Servant Messiah] will become despised, and will

cut off the glory of all the Kingdoms; they will be prostrate

and mourning, like a man of pains, and like One destined for

sickness; and as though the Presence of the Shekinah had been

withdrawn from us, they will be despised, and esteemed not.

-Targum Jonathan Isaiah 53:3

.

Our Rabbis with one voice accept and affirm the opinion that

the prophet is here speaking of the Messiah.

-R.Mosheh El-Sheikh [ref.Is.53:3]

.

There is a secret one [interpretation] sealed up in it's

midst, which sees throughout allusions to the King Messiah

......And in the same sense it is expounded by our Rabbis.

-R.Sa'adyah Ibn Danan [ref.Is.53:3]

.

Awake, O sword against My Shepherd, and against the Man I

have associated with Me, saith the Lord of hosts: smite

the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered; but I will

turn my hand towards the feeble one.

-Zechariah 13:7 Lesser's

.

This prophecy refers to the great wars which shall be in

all the earth in the times of Messiah ben Joseph: but

they regard the times of Messiah, the Son of David, Who is

already come. -Aden Ezra [ref.Zech.13:7]

.

But the wise man, R. Abraham Ben Ezra, has interpreted this

prophecy of the great wars which shall be in all the world

in the days of the Messiah the Son of Joseph....The Messiah

therefore is the Person to be smitten before the scattering

of the sheep. -R. Kimchi [ref.Zech.13:7]

.

...At that time God will tell Messiah all that will happen

to Him. The sins of the souls of the ones who are with Thee

under My throne will in the generation of Messiah bend Thee

down under a yoke of iron and Thou make Thee like a calf

whose eyes are dimmed because of pain and Thy Spirit will be

pressed as with a yoke; Because of the sins of these souls;

Thy tongue shall cleave to the roof of Thy mouth. Art Thou

willing to suffer these things? Messiah will ask [God], will

these sufferings last many years? God answers Him: I swear...

that they will last for one week only. If Thou dost regret it

I will banish their sinful souls right away! Messiah

answered, With joy in My soul and gladness in My heart, I take

upon Me these sufferings that no one in Israel might perish,

both the living and those that are buried in the dust of the

earth,and all the souls from the First Adam even until now...

During the week [of years] when the Son of David, the Messiah

comes,they will bring iron bars and put them on His neck until

His height is bent low and He cries, and weeps so that His

voice ascends even to the sky. And He [Messiah] will say:

Master of the Universe, is then My power and My Spirit

unlimited, even My limbs and My soul? Am I not flesh and

blood?

It is because of this future ordeal that David [prophetically]

wept, saying My strength is dried up like a potsherd [Psalms

22:7]. At this hour, God will say to Him, Ephraim, My

Righteous Messiah, didst Thou not agree before the creation to

this? Now let Your sorrows be as My own sorrows....

At that Messiah answers, Now is My Spirit calmed for 'It is

enough for a servant to be like master.'

Pesikta Rabbati {Piska 36:142}/Yalkut on Isaiah 60:1-2}

.

It is well known that in the coming of the Messiah is

(included) the coming of the Blessed God into the world.

-R. Alschech

.

And being beaten He shall be silent lest any one should know

what The Word is, or whence it came, that it may speak with

mortals; and He shall wear the CROWN OF THORNS.

-Sibylline Oracles (B.C. 117, 184)

.

While He bore the sins of many and for the transgressors He

let (evil) befall Him. -Isaiah 53:12.b Lesser's

.

And when Israel is sinful, the Messiah seeks for mercy upon

them, as it is written, "By His stripes we were healed, and

He carried the sins of many; and made intercession for the

transgressors." -B'reshith Rabbah (pp.430, 671)

.

.....And they will look up toward Me (for every one) Whom

they have thrust through, and they will lament for Him as

one lamenteth for an Only Son, and weepeth bitterly for

the Firstborn.

-Zechariah 12:10 Lesser's

.

And the heathen will look unto Me to see what I will do to

those who have pierced Messiah, the Son of Joseph.

-Aben Ezra

.

It must be granted him that says, for Messiah the Son of

Joseph that shall be slain as it is written, And they shall

look upon Me Whom they have pierced.

-Talmud Bab. (Succah 52, 1)

.

He will revive us after two days; on the third day He will

raise us up, and we shall live in His Presence.

-Hosea 6:2 Lesser's

.

This passage is applied to the resurrection and to the

Messiah by R. Moses Hadarshan in Genesis 22:4.

-Ber Rabbah (Frey)

.

And after sleeping three days, He shall put an end to the

fate of death; and then releasing Himself from the dead,

He shall come to light, first showing to the 'called ones'

the beginning of the Resurrection.

-Sibylline Oracles (See Jewish Encyclopedia)

.

R. Alexander said R.Joshua ben Levi objects to what is

written, "And behold one like the Son of man came with the

clouds of heaven; and it is written, "Poor and riding upon

and ass"; if they {Israel} are worthy He {Messiah} comes

with the clouds of heaven; but if they are not worthy, He

comes poor and riding on an ass.

-Talmud Babl. (Sanh., fol.98, 1)

.

The following from tractate Sanhedrin 98a.....

Rabbi Yoshua met Elijah standing at the entrance to the cave

of Rabbi Simeon b. Yochai and said to him:

"When will the Messiah come?"

Elijah responds:

"Go and ask Him yourself."

R. Yoshua:

"And where does He reside?"

Elijah:

"He abides among the poor, the sick and the stricken."

R. Yoshua went and met Messiah and said:

"Peace be unto You, my Rabbi and my Lord."

Messiah replies:

"Peace be unto you, son of Levi."

R. Yoshua asks the Messiah:

"When will You come my Lord?"

Messiah:

"Today!"

Upon returning to the cave, Elijah asks Him:

"What did He say to you?"

R. Yoshua:

"He said, 'Peace be unto you son of Levi.'"

{Elijah explains to him that the Messiah has assured both

him and his father of the World to Come.}

R. Yoshua perplexed says:

"But He deceived me, in that He said He would come today,

and He has not come."

Elijah replies:

"By the word 'Today,' He meant, 'IF YOU BUT HEAR MY VOICE!'"

.

!!!!!!!

w

.

==============RABBINIC QUOTES [ANCIENT] CONCERNING YESHUA===========

.

The Talmud states that Yeshua was of royal decent....

Rabbi Ulla's comments; Sanhedrin 43a>Would you believe that any defence

would have been so zealously sought for him? He was a deceiver, and the

All-mercciful says: You shall not spare him, neither shall you conceal

him, [Deut.13:9]. It was different with Jesus, for He was near to the

kingship.

.

From the Karaite Anthology, by Leon Nemoy, Yale press, pgs. 50-51, 9...

Next there appeared Yesua, who Rabbanites say was the son of Pandera;

he is known as Jesus, the son of Mary. He lived in the days of Joshua,

the son of Perahiah, who is said to have been the maternal uncle of

Jesus. The Rabbanites plotted against Jesus until they put him to death

This took place in thereign of Augustus Ceasar, the emperor of Rome,

i.e.,at the time of the second Temple.{Jacov Al-Kirkisani,900's A.D.}

.

===========JUDAIC/RABBINIC QUOTES [MODERN] CONCERNING YESHUA========

.

Intermountain Jewish News Pages

31-32 Sec.A August 12, 1988..."WE WONDER WHETHER AMERICAN ORTHODOX

JEWISH LEADERSHIP, ONE OF WHO'S SPOKESMEN RABBI GREENBERG CLAIMS TO

BE..." "LEADING ORTHODOX RABBI IN THE UNITED STATES" says...[quoting

from the article]... "A Jewish leader today, Rabbi Irving Greenberg,

has written (in The Relationship of Judaism and Christianity: Towards

a New Organic Model, " a 19 page essay published in Quarterly Review,

then distributed by CLAL)):" "...I believe the early Christians were

faithful Jews when they recognized Jesus. Like good, faithful Jews,

they were looking for the Messiah, particulary in a different century.

Lo and behold! They recognized his arrival. That is a very faithful

response of a Jew - to recognize that the Messiah has arrived, and to

respond" (p.5; pagination of CLAL reprint)"

.

"should enable one to affirm the fullness of the faith-claims of the

other, not just offer tolerance...We need a model that would allow both

sides to respect the full nature of the other in all its faith-claims"

(pg.2)

.

"The one thing the rabbis would give Christianity, then, is that Jesus

was a Messiah- a false Messiah...The Rabbis concluded that Christianity

was an alien growth, developed by those who followed a false Messiah.

The Rabbis perhaps erred here...."

.

"...In short,the classic Christian interpretation that Christianity has

superceded Judaism is an understandable hermeneutic, rooted in Jewish

models of interpetation and capable of being derived out of

faithfullness to pastJewish modes of thinking"(pg.7)."

. 

"The Rabbis and the Jews...sensed the profound continuity from Judaism

into Christianity."(pg.8)"

.

"Nor does my analysis foreclose the possibility that sacramental

Christianity is in fact a higher form of Biblical religion, i.e.,one in

which God is even MORE manifest and present"[emphasis in origional]

(pg.14)"

.

"...this model offers the affirmation of the fullest possibilities of

Christ: from God Incarnate to prophet or messiah or teacher - freed at

least of the incubus of hatred and monopolistic claims of owning God"

(pg.15)"

.

......................................................................

.

RABBI HILLEL GOLDBERG: Denver, Colo. I.M.J.N. in View From Denver...

"Now, a few authoritive Jewish philosophers did not see Christianity as

idolatry for non-Jews, and still fewer went further, seeing in

Christianity a positive, civilizing, and even religiously elevating

influence for non-Jews."

.

DAVID FLUSSER, PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS HISTORY AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY IN

JERUSALEM: I do not think that many Jews would object if the Messiah

- when He came - was the Jew Jesus.

.

We may all feel thankful that the Jewish race was so

prolific in great men, that even so late in history, it

produced one {Jesus} Who deserves to be compared with

Moses, Isaiah and Hillel.

-Rabbi Adolph Moses in Courier-Journal 1885

.

Former Chief Rabbi finds the Messiah, [adapted from a narrative by Dr.

Jacob Gartenhaus]....

Rabbi Daniel Zion, former chief Rabbi of Bulgaria and later chief Rabbi

of Jaffa Israel. The article says that more controversy has he been the

subject of than any other personality. Scores of articles in both

Jewish and Christian periodicals have been written about him.

.

He first made his confession of Belief in Yeshua in 1952, and was

discharged from being the chief of Jaffa the same year, Rabbi Zion was

allowed to tell of his experience on Kol Israel Radio station in Israel

such a thing had never been permitted before. {His Kol Israel Radio

statement follows}....

.

...More than 20 years ago, I had the first opportunity of reading the

New Covenant. It influenced me greatly. I began to speak of it in a

small circle in Bulgaria. I always regretted that Yeshua the Messiah

has been estranged from the community of Israel. Yeshua had nothing but

good for the Jewish people. He called them to repentance and proclaimed

the Kingdom of God. But I must confess that my position as a Rabbi did

not allow me at once to come out openly before the world in order to

spread this truth until, God in His great mercy, set me free from all

fear. He brought me into this country of Israel, where at first I

discharged my duties as a Rabbi of Jaffa. After I gave up my position

[as a Rabbi], I went to Jerusalem where for a whole month I engaged in

fasting, prayer and supplicaton. It was then that I asked God to show

me the right way, and the Eternal heard my prayer. On the first of

Shebat, 5710 [Spring 1950], the Holy Spirit revealed to me that

Yeshua is indeed the Messiah,who suffered for us and sacrificed Himself

for our sin. A burning fire in my heart gave me no rest until I had

publicly confessed my faith. In spite of all difficulties, suffering

and persecutions, which I have endured incessantly, nothing could

dissuade me from my faith. On the contrary, God to Whom I have given

my heart and to Whom I turn in all my needs, has given me the strength

and power to continue in my witness. He spoke to me through a verse in

Is.41:10:Fear thou not; for I am with thee; yea, be not dismayed, for I

am thy God;I will uphold thee with the right hand of my Righteousness."

By this I understood that a great and important task has been given to

me by the Eternal, which I must accomplish at all costs. Do not think

that I have left Judaism. On the contrary, I have remained Jewish, and

become more Jewish because Yeshua Himself remained Jewish. I comply

with the Torah, just as Yeshua the Messiah complied with it. May it be

God's will that Yeshua the Messiah come to unite the whole world in one

faith, that everyone may be prepared for the Kingdom of the Almighty,

in order that the words of Zechariah 14 be fulfilled: 'And the Lord
shall be King over all the earth'. 2

.

2 Postcript: Rabbi Zion was able to proclaim his faith in Yeshua to

thousands of Jewish people till he died in his one hundredth year.

THERE YOU HAVE IT, STRAIGHT FROM THE FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF YAFFA!

.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

.

Refferance to the Tiberias Rabbi is found in Would I Would You, a book

giving accounts of famous Hebrew Believers, from the Lewis & Harriet

Lederer Foundation 6204 Park Heights Ave. Baltimore, Maryland 21215,

Another book is, Famous Hebrew Christians by Jacob Gartenhaus...

The Tiberias Rabbi, and David H. Stern's, Messianic Jewish Manifesto.

The account of Rabbi/Haham Ephraim ben Jospeh Eliakim:

became a dayanim, overseeer of justice, in the community, married the

chief Rabbi's daughter, was the son of a Rabbi and leading man in the

community, was also a teacher of Bible and Talmud. Part of the start

of him becoming a Believer was knowing the older Jewish interpetations

of Is. 53, had his mikvah shel Yeshua in Nazareth. He witnessed in

Jerusalem, used to discuss Yeshua with the Yeshivah students in

Jerusalem, many of whom were his former students, and died at the age

of 74 on Aug.31, 1930.

.

Alfred Adersheim was a Torah Scholar of renown, Rabbi Max Wertheimer,

Talmud Scholar, Shabbetai Benjamin Rohold Ben of respected Rabbi's in

Erets Israel, Jospeh Rabinowitz Ben of a Chassidic-rabbanic family and

considered a Jewish leader of his time, Rabbi Iechiel Lichtenstein

district Rabbi in Tapio Szele Hungary, Scholar Joachim Heinrich Raphael

Biesenthal, Scholar David Baron, Rabbi Ephraim ben Joseph Eliakim Haham

of Tiberias & dayanim of the community, Hebrew Scholar Hayim Yedidiah

Pollak; all of these people became Messianic Believers in Yeshua the

Messiah, and the list goes on and on....

.

Subj: Judaic Quotes concerning Yeshua*******************

.

"As a child I recieved instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud.

I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene"

Albert Einstein/Nobel Prize winner in physics; former professor,

Princeton University; {Quoted from an interview by George Sylvester

Viereck. "What life means to Einstein," The Saturday Evening Post,

October 26, 1929, Curtis Publishing Company.}

.

"Jesus is a genuine Jewish personality, all his struggles and works,

his speech and silence, bear the stamp of a Jewish style, the mark of

Jewish idealism, of the best that was and is in Judaism. He was a Jew

among Jews...." Rabbi Leo Black/for many years the religious leader of

German Jewry;{Quoted by Shalom Ben-Chorin in"The Image of Jesus{Yeshua}

in Modern Judaism," Journal of Ecumenical Studies 11, no. 3 (summer

1974), 408. Used by permission.}

.

"It is a peculiar manifestation of our exile psychology that we

permitted, and even aided in, the deletion of New Testament Messianism,

that meaningful offshoot of our spiritual history. It was in a Jewish

land, that this spiritual revolution was kindled; and Jews were those

who had spread it all over the land....."We must overcome the

superstitious fear which we harbor about the Messianic movement of

Jesus{Yeshua}, and we must place the movement where it belongs, namely,

in the spiritual history of Judaism...." Martin Buber/author and former

professor at Hebrew University, Jerusalem; {From "Three Talks on

Judaism,"translated by Paul Levertoff in "Jewish Opinions About Jesus,"

Der Weg 7 no.1 (January-February, 1933),8.}

.

"Neither Christian protest nor Jewish lamentation can annul the fact

that Jesus was a Jew, an Hebrew of the Hebrews. Surely it is not

wholly unfit that Jesus be reclaimed by those who have never unitedly

nor organizedly denied him, though oft denied by his followers; that

Jesus should not be so much appropriated by us as assigned to the place

in Jewish life and Jewish history which is rightfully his own. Jesus

was not only a Jew but he was the Jew, the Jew of Jews....In that day

when history shall be written in the light of truth, the people of

Israel will not be known as the Christ-killers, but as Christ-bearers;

not as God-slayers, but as the God-bringers to the world." Rabbi

Stephen S. Wise/Zionist leader and founder of the Jewish Institute of

Religion; {Taken from an article written by Stephen S. Wise, "The Life

and Teaching of Jesus the Jew," in The Outlook, June 7, 1913.)

.

"Jesus was a Jew and a Jew he remained till his last breath. His one

idea was to implant within his nation the idea of the coming of the

Messiah and, by repentance and good works, hasten the 'end'...'In all

this, Jesus is the most Jewish of Jews...more Jewish that Hillel...From

the standpoint of general humanity, he is, indeed, 'a light to the

gentiles'." Joseph Klausner/Professor at Hebrew University, Jerusalem

and author; {Joseph Klausner, Jesus of Nazareth (New York: Macmillan,

1925), 363, 368, 374, 413.}

.

===========================RABBINIC MISC.===========================

.

Just as the seventh year is one year of release in seven,

so is this world; One thousand years out of seven shall be

fallow, as it is written, 'And the Lord alone shall be

exalted in that day;' meaning that the day is altogether a

Sabbath, as it is said, 'For a thousand years in Thy sight

are but as yesterday when it is past."

-Rabbi Kattina on Genesis 1:

.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

...did so under the spiritual influence of an Orthodox Rabbi, who

considers the Talmud not ONLY SECONDARY TO THE BIBLE but believes, as

a Jew should, that the Talmud was given unto Moses orally on Mount

Sinai together with the Bible; as the Talmud states (Volume I, page

12)....

*Volume I/pg. iv, EN JACOB, Agada Of The Babylonian Talmud;

By Rabbi Jacob Ibn Chabib revised & translated into English by

Rabbi S.H. Glick; Third Edition New York 5680-Copyright 1916

.

Vol.I/pg.viii, #2; Since we find that the sages themselves had said,

concerning medical knowledge that the opinion of such and such a Rabbi

did not prove to be true, as for instance, The Eagle-stone (Shabbath

fol.66b), or other things mentioned. We infer from this that they DID

NOT ARRIVE AT THE TRUE ULITMATE CONCLUSION OF EVERYTHING OUTSIDE OF

THE TORAH.

.

The above, from the first complete English Translation of the Talmud,

shows that even back in 1916, the idea of Talmud being secondary in

nature to the Bible, [although note the importance attached to it].

--------------------------------------------------------------------

.

Though there are certain Rabbi's who say they do not believe in satan

today, the idea is indeed in Tanach and Rabbinic lit. as well. That is

where it came from. Try reading the writings of the Baal Shem Tov 

sometime, and say that Jews don't believe there is a satan, you'll

quickly see they do. The Stories of Eliyahu Hanayi by Yisroel Yakkov

Klapholz is full of such things from various Rabbinic sources. Not to

mention the personification of the yitsa-harah in Talmud.

.

=======================M I S C. M E S S I A N I C===================

.

Hugh Schonfield writes in The History of Jewish Christianity

pgs.170-171]...Organizations were quickly set up to ameliorate the lot

of the Jewish suffers, but the Jewish Christians and non-Aryan

Christians were largely denied relief from these sources, and their

pitiful appeals came before the I.H.C.A....

.

I would suggest getting the MARCH/APRIL 1989 issue of Archaeology

today. Seems that they have found quite a bit of evidence that Rabbinic

Jews and Messianic Jews both worshiped side by side up till the 7th

century in parts of Israel and the rest of the world.

.

We possess manuscripts of the New Covenant from about 130 AD (Rylands

MS), with major portions of the New Testament from 200 AD (Beatty

Papyri). Along with a first Century Mishnaic Hebrew Matthew, as well

as various quotes of early manuscripts, not to mention the early Syriac

manuscripts.

.

===============VARIOUS QUOTES ANCIENT CONCERNING YESHUA=============

.

First, Josephus [whether reading the Arabic or western versions refers

to particular followers of Jesus, called the Christ. Both versions

refer to Jesus...The western refers to him as"He was the Christ,...for

he appeared to them alive again on the third day", while the arabic

says "His conduct was good... They reported that He had appeared to

them three days after his crucifixion... He was perhaps the Messiah.." 

("Kitab Al-Unwan Al-Mukallal..."].

.

Cornelius Tacitus: "But not all the relief that could come from man,

not all the bounties...availed to relive Nero...Hence..he falsely

charged..the persons commonly called Christians, who were hated for

their enormities. Christus, the founder of the name, was put to death

by Pontius Pilate...".

.

Pliny also notes that ...people sang hymns to Christ as "to a God"

[Epistle 10, 96ff]

.

=================== Messiah in the Tenach [O.T. Bible]=================

.

SEED OF THE WOMAN

.

GENESIS 3:15 - B.C.E.4004>>>And I will put enmity between

thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: He shall bruise thy

head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

.

GALATIONS 4:4 - B.C.E.[5]>>>But when

the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son; made of a woman,

made under the Law.

.

1 JOHN 3:8 - A.C.E.90>>>For this purpose the Son of God

was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

.

THROUGH ABRAHAM

.

GENESIS 22:18 - B.C.E.1872>>>And in thy seed {Abraham's} shall al

the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou has obeyed My Voice.

.

HEBREWS 2:16 - A.C.E. - 60>>>He {Jesus/Yeshua} took on Him the seed of

Abraham.

.

GALATIONS 3:29 - A.C.E.68>>>If ye be Yeshua's, then ye are Abraham's seed.

.

THROUGH ISAAC

.

GENESIS 21:12 - B.C.E.1898>>>And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be

grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of the bond-woman: in

all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice: for in Isaac

shall thy seed be called.

.

HEBREWS 11:17-19 - A.C.E.64>>>By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered

up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten

son, Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting

that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead: from whence also he

received him in a figure.

.

THROUGH JACOB AND JUDAH

.

GENESIS 28:14 - B.C.E.1760>>>In thy {Jacob's} seed shall all the families of

the earth be blessed.

.

MATTHEW 1:2 - B.C.E.5>>>Jacob begat Judah.

.

HEBREWS 7:14 - A.C.E.64>>>For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of

Judah.

.

MESSIAH WOULD COME AT A SET TIME

.

GENESIS 49:10 - B.C.E.1689>>>The sceptre shall not depart from Judah nor a

lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come: and unto Him shall the

gathering of the people be.

.

LUKE 2:1 - B.C.E.5>>>And it came to pass in those days that there went out a

decree from Ceasar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.

.

NOTE:The sceptre which is the symbol of government was taken away at this

time when Judea paid her first taxes to Rome. Then in Bethlehem of Judea,

Yeshua was born. Shiloh had come.

.

TIME FORETOLD BY DANIEL

.

DANIEL 9:26 - B.C.E.537>>>After sixty-two weeks shall Messiah be cut off. 

The people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the

sanctuary.

.

MARK15:37-A.C.E.33>>>Yeshua cried with a loud voice & breathed His last.

.

===================

עִבְרִית HEBREW-101 ~ AN EASY 1ST YEAR HEBREW COURSE:

[NOTE: You may have to increase the font size to see the Hebrew

Letters in this file if they show up too small.]

                            INTRODUCTION

                             COURSE ONE

Hebrew is a very easy language to learn.  Unlike most languages, it is

completely phonetic.  In about 16 lessons and 16 hours time, one

should be able to read and speak Hebrew well, {the vocabulary and

grammar takes more time of course}.

Hebrew besides being the language of Tanakh-(The Older Testament

of the Bible) is also the language that some of the earliest writings

of the world have been found in as a Phoenician alphabet (which was

actually just the same as the early Paelo-Hebrew alphabet.) During

the Biblical era, Hebrew was written without vowels, and in Torah it

was even written without punctuation and spacing!  Much later, but

still in Biblical days, Hebrew came to be written in the square script

of Aramaic which is a very close sister language, (and one that part

of the Bible is also written in). Then several centuries after Bible

times, the vowels were added to the consonants to aid in the

understanding of written Hebrew. However often still today one will

see Hebrew written without the vowels. The English alphabet's

letters are spoken very closely as to how the Hebrew letters are,

(although they look very different}, since the vocal sounds of the

Greek and Roman alphabets (which are from where we also got

our current English alphabet) were taken from the Hebrew alphabet

many centuries ago.

These lessons are according to the Sephardi speaking method, which is

what is mostly spoken in modern Israel, and is considered to be closer

to how Biblical Hebrew was spoken, than the Ashkenazi dialect is.

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON ONE

א <---(Should appear similar to an X.)

Ahleph  {Ah-lef}, first letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  (Pronounced as

a slight guttural stop sound, but for all intents and purposes it is

silent, and is always silent when it appears at the end of a word. It

acts usually as a place holder for a vowel).  Transcription as: ' when

written in English.

בּ <---(Should appear similar to a backward C with the

         bottom line extended to out slightly to the

         right and a dot in the center.

)

Beht  {Bet}, second letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  (Pronounced as

a B, when dot is placed in it's center.

ב <---(Without the dot, it is called a Veht and pronounced like a v.)

ָ ַ <---(Should appear as a straight line, and the next one as a short stem

          captial T [under consonants].)

These vowels appear under letters and are both pronounced pretty much

as: AH as in the AW in the word sAW. [NOTE: See the picture attached

for a chart of other slight vowel differences and their notations.]

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left)

אָב‎ 

Av {ah-v} Father

אַבָּא
Abba {Ah-bah} Daddy (Aramaic)

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON TWO

ר <---(Should appear as an upside down capital J.)

RAYSH {RAY-SH}, this Hebrew letter makes the same sound as R in

English.  Transcription as: R when written in English.

ד <---(Should appear as a capital T with the top more to the left.)

DAHLET {DAH-LET}, this Hebrew letter makes the same sound as D in

English.  Transcription as: D when written in English.

ֵ <---(Should appear as two dots in a row [under consonants].

)

This Hebrew vowel appears under letters and is pronounced as the A in

the word: snAke. [NOTE: See the picture attached for a chart of other

slight vowel differences and their notations.]

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left.)

רַב
Rav {Rahv} [great (or used for teacher / rabbi)]

דָּבַר
Davayr {Dah-vair} (to) speak

-----------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON THREE                    

          שׂ      <---Should appear as a W--->  שׁ
                      <---Dot left / Dot right--->  

    =======                                          =======

     SEEN                                              SHEEN

Seen is written with the dot above the left branch, and is pronounced

as: S as in Say.  Sheen is written with the dot above the right branch

and is pronounced as: SH as in SHip.  Seen transcription as S when

written in English; and Sheen as SH when written in English.  Sheen is

used much more frequently in Hebrew than Seen.

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left)

שֵׁשׁ
Shaysh {Shay-sh} (numeral: 6) six

שָׂשׂ
Sahs   {prounced: sauce} glad

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON FOUR

תּ ת <----(Should appear as a U upside down with

              extentions to top and bottom left, with 

              or without dots in center of letter.)

Tahv, written either with or without the dot in the center, in Sephardi

Hebrew has the saying sound of T in English.

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left.)

שַׁבָּת
Shabbat {Shaw-bot} Sabbath -(Shaw as in rickSHAW, bot as in BOTtle.)

בַּת
Bat {Bot} - a sound as in BOTtle, it means: daughter.

Remember: TAHV can have a dot in the center, but is still pronounced

like a T.

Review all the vowels, letters and words that you know from these first

four lessons.  CONGRATULATIONS!  You are now 1/4 through a first year

short Hebrew course.

-----------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON FIVE

מ <---(Should appear somewhat as a box open on the lower bottom left.)

MEM has the saying sound of M in English.  Transcription when written

in English is M.

ל <---(Should appear as a 7 with an upward shaft on the top left.)

LAHMED has the saying sound of L in English.  Transcription when

written in English is L.

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left.

         Each letter is first pronounced, then the vowel associated

         with it next if present.)

לֵב
LAYV (Lay-v) means: heart.

מַר
MAHR (MAWR) means: Mister.

-----------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON SIX

ם <---(Should appear as a closed box with extention to the top left.)

Final-MEM is the same as the MEM in the prior lesson, but it is used

when MEM appears at the end of a word.

ו <---(Should appear as a up and down line with slight extention to the top left.

)

VAHV has the saying sound of V in English, same as Beht, but of course

they are two different letters.  Transcription when written in English

is also V.

וּ וֹ
  <---(Should appear as the letter VAHV with a dot to the middle left, the other

           one to the left as a VAHV with a dot above it.)

When VAHV has a dot by it's middle to the left, it is a vowel that is

pronounced as OO as sin the word cOOl.  When the VAHV has a dot above

it, it is a vowel with the sound OH as o in the word tOll.

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left).

שָׁלוֹם
SHALOM (Shaw-lowm) means: Peace

בָּרוּר
BAHROOR (baw-roor) means: clear.

-----------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON SEVEN

י <---(Should appear as the VAHV in prior lesson but much

        shorter.

)

YUD is the smallest letter in the Hebrew Alphabet.  It has the saying

sound of Y as in the word Yes.  Transcription when written in English

is Y.

ן <--- (Should appear as the VAHV in prior lesson but longer than

        the VAHV.)

Final-NUN is the form used when the letter NUN -[which we'll go over

in a later chapter], is used at the end of a word.  It has the saying

sound of N, and transcription when written in English is N.

Practice writing these, and carefully notice how VAHV, YUD, and Final

NUN all look alike except for their length.

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left.)

בֵּין
BAYN (baeyn) means: between.

וָו
VAHV (vawv) means: hook.

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON EIGHT

ע <---(Should appear somewhat as a lower case Y.)

AHYIN {Ah-yin}, Is pronounced as a slight guttural stop sound, but for

all intents and purposes it is silent, and acts usually as a place

holder for a vowel.  Transcription as a backward: ' when written in

English.

ְ <---(Should appear as two dots one above the other

        [under consonants].)

SHVA is a vowel, that can be silent or vocal.  In vocal usage it

assumes the quality of a short vowel e like sound, as in: mEt.

However, in modern spoken Hebrew, the semi-vowel quality is often

just ignored.  When it is silent, it also indicates the consonant is

vowel-less.  It occurs in closed syllables, [at which you'd then

pause], and at the end of words.

אֹ <---(Should appear as a single dot upper left of letter.)

Sometimes the dot over the VAHV, (in lesson six), appears without the

VAHV, over the left top of consonants.  It is still pronounced as: O

as in cOpe though.  Don't confuse it with the dot in the SEEN, (in

lesson three), though.

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

         (REMEMBER: Hebrew is written and read from right to left).

אֲבָל
Aval (ah-vawl) means: but/however {Please note: when SHVA

appears with a vowel, as it does here under the ALEPH with another

vowel beside it, it takes on the pronunciation of the vowel it is with.}

שְׁמַע
Sh'mah (sheh-mah) means: hear

לֹא
Lo (low) means: no/not (NOTE: The dot/vowel over the L, but most

often the next following letter appears closer to the prior letter than it does in

this example.)

Review all the vowels, letters and words that you know from these first

eight lessons.  CONGRATULATIONS!  You are now 1/2 through a first year

short Hebrew course.

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON NINE

נ <---(Should appear as a backward C that has a straight

        vertical center.)

NUN, [Final-NUN you had in lesson 7], has the saying sound of N as in

the word: Noun.  Transcription when written in English is: N.

ג <---(Should appear as straight vertical line, with a

        line going on the top to the left, and a line

        going from middle left, to bottom left.)

GIMEL has the saying sound of G as in the word: Good.  Transcription

when written in English is: G.

         Pronounce and write the following words several times...

מָגֵן
Mahgayn/Magen (mah-gain) means: shield

נוּ
Nu (noo) on the end of a word usually means: our.

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON TEN

ה <---(Should appear as a box open on bottom, and an opening toward the

        top left.)

HAY has the saying sound of H as in the word: Hill.  Transcription

when written in English is: H.

ח <---(Should appear as HAY above, but with no opening at the

         top left.)

CHET has the saying sound of CH {hard K} as in the word: loCH-ness.

Transcription when written in English is: CH. {or: KH}

ֶ <---(Should appear as two dots on top, one center

        bottom [under consonants].)

This vowel has the saying sound of EH as in the word: pEt.

       Prounounce and write the following words several times....

חֶדֶר
Cheder (Kheh-dehr) means: room.

הַ <--- Ha (Haw) at the beginning of words

          means: "The".

NOTE: When CHET is at the end of a word, the vowel is pronounced first.  The

HAY at the end of a word is silent, unless there is a vowel under it, and then it

is pronounced first then the vowel - (thus the same as with the other letters).

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON ELEVEN

כ <---(Should appear as a backward C.

)

CHAHF has the saying sound of CH {hard K} as in the word loCH-ness; and

the same sound as CHET in the prior lesson.  Transcription when written

in English is: CH. {or: KH}

כּ  <---(Should appear as CHAHF, above, with a dot in the middle.)

KAHF has the saying sound of a K in English as in the word: Kit.

Transcription when written in English is: K.

:ך <---(Should appear as the DAHLET {Lesson two} only

        longer, and is usually seen with two dots to its middle left.)

FINAL CHAHF has the same saying sound as CHAHF {above}, but is the

form used at the end of words.  It almost always appears with the

SILENT SHVA vowel {as per illustration}.  Transcription when written

in English is: CH. {or: KH}  (NOTE: Careful, it looks like a DAHLET

only longer).

Prounounce and write the following words several times....

:בֶּרֶך
Berech (Beh-rehch) means: knee.

נַכוֹן
Nahchon (Naw-Cone) means: correct.

כֹּחַ
Koahch (Koh-awch) means: strength

-----------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON TWELVE

ִ <---(Should appear as a single dot [under consonants].)

This vowel has the saying sound of: I as in the word: sIt.)

אִי  <--- Should appear as one dot [lower, under consonant]

            followed by a YUD-{lessen seven}.

This vowel, [when a dot is under a consonant followed by YUD], has the

saying sound of: LONG E (EE), as Y in the word: toY.  [NOTE: when the

"AH" vowel {lesson one} is under a consonant followed by a YUD, it

usually takes on somewhat of a sound like the word: EYE; {closer to

AawEE}. While Over-VAHV vowel {lesson six} followed by the YUD, sounds

close to the: OY of the word: tOY.  But these will become apparent to

you as you practice.]

Prounounce and write the following words several times....

אוֹי
Oy (Oh-ee) means: woe.

 אֲנִי 

Ahnee (Aw-nee) means: I/(myself).

מִן
Min (Min) means: "From".

Review all the vowels, letters and words that you know from these first

twelve lessons.  CONGRATULATIONS!  You are now 3/4 through a first year

short Hebrew course.

-----------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON THIRTEEN

ֻ <---(Should appear as three dots going up at

        slant toward the left side of screen.)

This vowel when it appears under a letter has the saying sound of U; as

in the English word: pUt.

פ <---(Should appear similar to number 9 open in the center

         line.)

FAY has the saying sound of F; as in the English word: Fun.

Transcription when written in English is: F.

פּ <---(Should appear as FAY above; except with

         a dot in the center.

)

 PAY has the saying sound of P; as in the English word: Pun.

 Transcription when written in English is: P.

Prounounce and write the following words several times....

פֹּה
Poh (Pohw) means: here.

יָפָה
Yahfah (Yaw-faw) means: nice (fem.)

הַכְּרֻבִים
Ha-K'ruvim (Ha-keh-ru-veem) means: The-Cherubim [angel].

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON FOURTEEN

ק <---(Should appear similar to a capital P

.)

KOOF has the saying sound of: K; as in the English word: Kansas.

Transcription when written in English is: K.

ט <---(Should appear similar to a box, open on the top, with lid

         going into the center/right.)

TET has the saying sound of: T; as in the English word: Tap.

{Careful, it is sometimes confused with the way MEM looks.}

Prounounce and write the following word several times....

קָטָן
Katan (Kaw-tawn) means: "Little" (masc.)

------------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON FIFTEEN

ז <---(Should appear similar to a capital T,

        with the top slanting down left to right.

)

ZAHYIN has the saying sound of: Z; as in the English word: Zap.

צ <---(Should appear similar to a lower-case y.)

TSAHDEE has the saying sound of: Ts/(Tz); as in the English word: beTS

{Don't confuse this with the AHYIN; they look very similar.}

ץ <---(Should appear similar to a captial Y.

)

Final-TSAHDEE has the same saying sound as form shown above; but is the

form used on the end of words.

Prounounce and write the following words several times....

עֵץ
Aets (aytz) means: tree.

זֶה
Zeh (zeh) means: "This" (masc.)

צִיוֹן
Tzion (Tsee-on) means: Zion.

-----------------------------------

                              COURSE ONE

                              LESSON SIXTEEN

ף <---(Should appear as a 9 with the an opening

        toward the lower loop center.)

Final-FAY has the same sound as the regular FAY {Lesson 13}; F.  This

is the form used at the end of words.

ס <---(Should appear as a square with a rounded bottom. But the

         standard computer font looks more like an "o".)

SAHMECH has the saying sound of: S; as in the English word: Seen.

Prounounce and write the following word several times....

סוֹף
Sof (sohf) means: end.

Review all the vowels, letters and words that you know from these

sixteen lessons.  CONGRATULATIONS!  You have now finished a first year

short Hebrew course!

Can you read the following?...

: שְׁמַע יִשְׂרָאֵל, יהוה אֱלֹהֵינוּ, יהוה אֶחָֽד 

-------------------------------

Misc:

Here are some more URL/Links that you can seem more on the Hebrew language...

http://www.jewfaq.org/alephbet.htm 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/1308-alphabet-the-hebrew 

https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Hebrew_alphabet
========================D I C T I O N A R Y ====================

.

ALECHEM SHALOM..Unto you be peace (responce to below)

B'SEDER.........Fine; O.K.; all right {lit., in order}

CHAG SAMAIYACH...Happy holiday (especially Hannukkah}

GUT YOM TOV......Good holiday.

GUT SHAH-BIS.....Good Sabbath.

L'CHAYIM.........To life! (and health).

L'HIT RA'OTE.....Until we meet again.

LI-LAH TOV.......Good evening.

L'SHANAH TOVAH...To a good year!

MAH SH-LOM-CHAH..How are you? {to male}

MAH SH-LOMAECH...How are you? {to female}

MAZEL TOV........Good luck (Congratulations)

SHA-VOO-AH TOV...Good week.

SHALOM...........Peace (used as hello & goodbye)

SHALOM ALECHEM...Peace be unto you.

ADONAI...Lord in Hebrew; or also used in Judaism for ‘HaShaem (The Name)’ in place of YHVH; (which is not pronounced out of respect). Lord and God are sometimes written in English without vowels, to observe the commandment, Thou shalt take not the Name of YHVH/The-LORD thy God in vain, causing one to reflect on this when writing or when seen in print.

ALIYAH...'Going up' making first visit to Eretz Yisrael, pilgrimage.

ASHKENAZI...Jewish person from Central/Western European origion.

BARUCHA...Blessings; prayer of praise.

BAR MITZVAH...Son of the commandment (Boy 13).

BAT MITZVAH...Daughter of the commandment (girl age 12).

BRIT (BRIS)...Covenant of circumcision (Gen.17:9-14).

CHAZZAN...Cantor, usually service leader.

ERETZ YISRAEL...The land of Israel.

ELIAHU...Elijah

HASSID...'Pious one', of Chassidism.

HA-TIKVAH...'The hope' Israel's national anthem.

HALAKAH...Tradition, practice rule Judaic

HALLEL...Psalm of praise (HALELujah).

HUPPAH...The bridal canopy.

KETUBA...Jewish marriage contract.

KIDDUSH...Benediction over wine.

KASHRUT...Kosher, clean; Deut.14:2-31.

KETUVIM...The Writings,(+ history & Poetry)

MENORAH...Candle holder; (Ex.25:31-37).

MINYAN....Quorum (10 men) for service.

MITZVAH...Command, (used for good deeds).

MIKVAH....Immerse; ritual bath; Baptism.

MEZUZAH..Scroll of Deut.6:4-11 & 11:13-21, in case attached to door

MASHIACH....Messiah, "Anointed One".

MOGEN DAVID..Shield of David/ six-point star

NEVI'IM......The prophets, books of prophecy

SEPHARDI.Jewish of Eastern, Oriental, South Mediterranean origions.

SIDDUR...Prayer book.

SYNAGOGUE...Assembly, Shule.

SHULE...Word for synagogue(from school)

SH'MA, THE...Affirmation of faith (Deut.6:4)

TALLIT.......Prayer shawl worn by men.

TZITZIT......Fringes on Tallit(Num.15:38-40)

TEFILLIN.....Phylacteries contains Deut.6:8.

TORAH or CHUMASH...Five books of Moses, Pentateuch...:

BERESHIT..............GENESIS

SHEMOT................EXODUS

VA-YIKRA..............LEVITICUS

BE-MIDBAR.............NUMBERS

DEVARIM...............DEUTERONOMY

TANACH...Torah,Nivi'im,Ketuvim (also reffered to as Old Testament.)
TALMUD...Study, oral traditions, Rabbinic commentary on Tanach

TZADDIK...Righteous one,learned,pious one

YARMULKAH..Kippot 'covering', shows man priest of his home.

ZION......Israel

ZIONIST..One who supports the idea of a Jewish state, namely Israel

Messianic Judaism Yeshiva Online wfc104

Hebrew/English Dictionary...
acrobats                      akrobattim

action                        assiya

actor                         sachkan

aerial                        antenna

aeroplane                     mattos

air hostess                   da'yellet

air pump                      mash'evat 

airport                       n'mal te'oofa

alive                         chai

alphabet                      alefbet

ambulance                     amboolanse

angel                         mal'ach

animals                       chayot

anorak                        m'eel roo'ach

ant                           ne'mala

ape                           koff addam

apple                         tapuach

apricot                       mishmesh

apron                         seenor

aquarium                      akvaryoom

arm                           yad, z'ro'ah

arrow                         chetz

artist                        omman

astronaut                     tayas challal

aunt                          dodda

autumn                        stav

axe                           garzen

baby                          tinnok

back                          achor

back (of body)                gav

bad                           rah      

badge                         tag         

badger                        geereet           

baker                         offeh

ball                          kadoor 

balloon, hot air              kadoor pore'ach aveer   

balloon, toy                  ballon

banana                        bananna 

band                          tizmorret       

bandage                       tachboshet  

bandaid                       gevvess                   

bare-back rider               recheeva l'lo ookaf      

barge                         arba                     

barn                          assam                    

barrel                        chavvit                  

baseball                      kahdoor basses           

basket                        sal                      

basketball                    kahdoor sal              

bat (animal)                  attalef                  

bat (for hitting)             machbet                  

bath                          ambatya                  

bath, have a                  lehitrachetz ba'ambatya  

bathroom                      chaddar ambatya          

battery                       matzber                  

beads                         charoozim                

beans                         she'oeet yerooka         

bear                          dov                      

bear, polar                   dov lavvan

beaver                        bonneh

bed                           meeta

bedroom                       chaddar shena         

bee                           dvora                      

beehive                       kavveret                  

beer                          beera                 

bell                          pa'amon                    

belt                          chagoora                  

bench (park)                  safsal          

bench (work)                  shoolchan avoda              

bicycle                       offanayim                   

big                           gaddol                     

big dipper                    rakkevet balahot             

birds                         tzeeporim

birds' nest                   kan tzeeporim

biscuit                       biskvit

black                         shachor

black eye                     pannas ba'ayyin

blackboard                    loo'ach

blind (window)                trees

block                         koobiya

blouse                        chooltza

blow, to                      linshof

blue                          kachol

boat                          seera

body words                    millot goof

bolt                          borreg gaddol

bone                          etzem

bonfire                       medoora

book                          seffer

bookcase                      konnaneet

boots (for feet)              magafayim

bottle                        bakbook

bottom (drawer)               tachton

bottom (of body)              yashvan

bow                           keshet

bowl                          ke'arah

boxes                         koofsa'ot

boxing                        eegrooff

boy                           yelled, ben

bread                         lechem

break, to                     lishbor

breakfast                     arroochat bokker

bricks                        l'venim

bride                         kalla

bridegroom                    chattan

bridesmaids                   shoshveenot

bridge                        gesher

broom                         mattateh

broomstick                    mattateh

brother                       ach

brown                         choom

brush (artist's)              mich'chol

brush (painter's)             mivreshet

bubbles                       boo'ot

bucket                        d'li

buckle                        avzam

buffalo                       t'oh

buffers (train)               koftey za'azooim

build                         bonneh                   

build, to                     livnot

bulb (light)                  noora

bull                          par

bumper cars                   mechoniyot sha'ashoim

bun                           lachmaniya metooka

buoy                          matzoff

bus                           ottoboos

bush                          see'ach

butcher                       katzav

butter                        chem'ah         

butterfly                     parpar         

button                        kaftor          

button hole                   loola'ah 

buy, to                       liknot   

cabbage                       kroov    

cafe                          bet kaffeh

cake                          ooga  

calendar                      loo'ach keer 

calf                          eggel       

camel                         gammal         

camera                        matzle'ma           

canal                         t'ala          

candle                        ner            

cannon                        tottach

canoe                         kanoo

cap                           kovva matzchiya

car                           mechoneet

car wash                      recheetzat mechonniyot

cardigan                      svedder

cards                         klaffeem

carousel                      karoosella                

carpenter                     naggar

carpet                        shat'eeach

carriage                      kahron

carriage (baby)               eglat tinnok              

carrot                        gezzer

carry, to                     lasset

cart                          aggala

cart (hospital)               eglat aloonka          

cash desk                     koopa

castle                        teera

cat                           chatool

catch, to                     litposs

caterpillar                   zach'al

cauliflower                   krooveet

ceiling                       tikra

celery                        karpas

chair                         kisseh

chalk                         geer

chart                         gilayon

cheek                         lechi

cheese                        g'veena

chef                          tabbach

cherry                        doovdevan

chest (body)                  chazzeh

chest-of-drawers              sheeda

chick                         effro'ach

chicken                       off

children                      yelladdlm

chimney                       arooba

chin                          santer

chocolate                     shokolad

chop, to, (wood)              lachtov

chops (meat)                  tzla'ot

church                        knessiya

cinema                        kolno'a

circle                        eegool

circus                        keerkuss

clay                          chemmar

clean                         nakkee

clean, to                     lenakkot

cliff                         tzook

climb, to                     letappess

clock                         sha'on

closed                        sagoor

clothes                       bgaddlm

clouds                        annaneem

clown                         letzan

coat                          me'eel

cobweb                        koorey akkavish

cock                          tarnegol

coffee                        kaffeh

cold                          kar

colours                       tzva'eem

comb                          massrek

comic                         komeeks

conductor                     menatze'ach

cone                          charoot

control tower                 migdal pikoo'ach

cook, to                      levashel

cooker                        tanoor bishool

corn                          daggan

costume                       tachposset

cotton candy                  "tzemmer geffen"            

cotton wool                   tzemmer geffen

country                       kfar

cousin                        ben-dod

cow                           parrah

cowboy                        bokker

cowshed                       reffet

crab                          sartan

crane                         agooran

crawl, to                     lizchol

crayon                        tzeva

cream                         shammenet

crescent                      saharon

cricket (sport)               kreeket

crocodile                     tanneen

crossing (road)               ma'avar chatzaya

crown                         ketter

crutches                      kabbayim

cry, to                       livkot

cub, lion                     goor aryeh

cub,fox                       goor shoo'al

cube                          koobiya

cucumber                      melaffefon

cup                           seftel

cupboard                      arron

curtain                       veelon

cushion                       kareet

cut, to                       lachtoch

cycle racing                  merootzey offanayim

dance, to                     lirkod

dancer                        rakdannit

dark                          chashooch

daughter                      bat

dead                          met

deck chair                    keeseh no'ach

deep-sea diver                tzolelan

deer                          ayyal

demon                         shed

dentist                       roffeh sheenayim

desert                        midbar

desk                          shoolchan k'tiva

dew                           tal

diamond                       yahalom

dice                          koobiya

difficult                     ka'sheh

dig, to                       lachpor

digger                        machper

dining car                    kron miznon

dinner                        aroochat tzohorayim, arroochat erev

dinosaur                      dinosooroos

dirty                         meloochlach

diver                         tzollelan

doctor                        roffe

dog                           kellev

doglead                       retzoo'ah lekellev

doll                          booba

dolls' house                  bet boobot

dolphin                       dolfeen

donkey                        chammor

door                          dellet

door handle                   yaddit

downstairs                    lematta

dragon                        drakkon

drawer                        m'gerra

drawing                       reeshoom

drawing pin                   na'atz

dress                         simla

dressing gown                 chalook

drill                         makdecha

drill                         makdecha

drink, to                     lishtot

driver                        nehag

drum                          toff

dry                           yavvesh

duck                          barvaz

ducklings                     barvazzonim

dustbin                       pach ashpa

duster                        matleet avvak

dustpan                       kaff ashpa

dwarf                         gammad

eagle                         ayyit

ear                           ozzen

earth                         addamma

easel                         kan tzeeyoor

easy                          kal

eat, to                       le'echol

egg                           betza

egg (fried)                   betziya

eiderdown                     kesset

eight                         shmona, shmoneh

eighteen                      shmona assar, shmoneh essrey

elbow                         marpek

elephant                      peel

eleven                        achad assar, achat essrey

elf                           nannas ya'ar

empty                         reik

engine (car)                  mano'ah

engine (railway)              kattar

engine driver                 nehag kattar

eye                           ayyin

eyebrow                       gabba

face                          pannim

factory                       beit charroshet

fairground                    loona park

fairy                         feya

fall, to                      lippol

family                        mishpacha

far                           rachok

farm                          meshek

farmer                        eekar

farmhouse                     bet haeekar

fast                          maheer

fat                           shammen

father                        abba

feathers                      notzot

feet                          kappot raglayyim

fence                         gadder

ferris wheel                  galgal annak             

ferris wheel                  galgal annak                

few                           achadeem

field                         saddeh

fifteen                       chammeesha assar, chammesh essrey

file                          p'tzeera

finger                        etzba

fire                          esh

fire engine                   me'choneet keebooi

fireman                       kabbai

firewood                      atzei hassaka

firework                      zeekookin dee noor

first                         rishon                   

fish                          dag                      

fisherman                     dayyag                   

fishing boat                  seerat dayyig            

fishing rod                   chakka                   

five                          chameesha,chammesh       

flag                          deggel                   

flats                         deerot                   

flippers                      snapeereem               

floor                         ritzpa                   

flour                         kemmach                  

flower                        perach                   

flowerbed                     aroogat pracheem         

fly                           zvoov                    

fog                           arrafel                  

food                          mazzon                   

foot                          kaf regel                

football                      kadoor regel               

forest                        ya'ar                    

fork (garden)                 kilshon                  

fork (table)                  mazleg                   

four                          arba'ah,arba             

fourteen                      arba'ah assar,arba essrey

fox                           shoo'al                  

fox cubs                      goorey shoo'al           

freight train                 rakkevet massa           

fried eggs                    betziya                  

frog                          tzfardeah                

frogman                       eesh tzfardeah           

front                         chazzeet                 

frost                         kfor                     

fruit                         perrot                   

fruit juice                   mitz perrot              

frying pan                    machvat                  

full                          malleh                   

garage                        moosach                  

garden                        ginnah                   

gasloine truck                mechaleet dellek          

gasoline pump                 mashevat dellek           

gate                          sha'ar                   

geese                         avvazeem                 

ghost                         roo'ach refa'im          

ghost train                   rakkevet sheddeem        

giant                         annak                    

giraffe                       jeeraf                   

girl                          yalda, bat               

glass (drinking)              koss                     

globe                         globoos                  

gloves                        k'faffot                 

glue                          devvek                   

goat                          ez                       

goldfish                      dag zahav                

good                          tov                      

goose                         avvaz                    

gorilla                       goreela                  

gosling                       avvazon                  

grandfather                   sabba                    

grandmother                   savta                    

grape                         ennav                    

grapefruit                    eshkoleet                

grass                         essev                    

green                         yarrok                   

greenhouse                    chammama                 

grey                          affor                    

groceries                     mitzrechey mazzon        

guard (railway)               shommer                  

guitar                        geetarra                 

gull                          shachaf                  

gun                           rovveh                   

gutter                        marzev                   

gymnastics                    hitamloot                

gymshoes                      na'aley hitamloot        

hair                          sear                     

half                          chatzee                  

hall                          holl                     

hammer                        patteesh                 

hamster                       ogger                    

hand                          kaf yad                  

handbag                       teek                     

handkerchief                  meemchata                

handle (door)                 yaddit                   

harbour                       namal                    

hard                          kasheh                   

hat                           kovva                    

hay                           shachat                  

haystack                      areimat shachat          

head                          rosh                     

headlights                    pannasseem keedmeeyeem   

hedge                         gadder             

hedgehog                      keepod                   

heel                          akkev                    

helicopter                    massok                   

helter skelter                migdal sha'ashooim       

hen                           tarnegollet              

hen house                     lool                     

hide, to                      lehitchabeh              

high                          gavo'ha                  

high jump                     k'fitza lagova           

hill                          giv'ah                   

hippopotamus                  soos y'or                

hoe                           ma'der                   

hole                          chor, borr               

home                          bayyit                   

honey                         d'vash                   

hood (of car)                 michseh mano'ah

hook (coat)                   vav 

hoop                          cheeshook                

hoop-la                       mischakei cheeshookeem   

horns                         karnayim                 

horse                         soos                     

horse racing                  me'rootzey sooseem       

horse rider                   rochev                   

hose pipe                     tzeenor hashkaya         

hospital                      bet choleem              

hot                           cham                     

hot chocolate                 mashkeh shokolad cham         

hotel                         bet mallon    

house                         bayyit   

husband                       ba'al, eesh    

hut                           beekta   

ice cream                     gleeda   

in                            bifneem  

Indian                        Indianee 

iron                          megahetz 

ironing board                 kerresh geehootz                   

island                        ee    

jacket                        jacket 

jam                           reeba    

jars                          tzeentzannot                       

jeans                         michneseyjeens                     

jelly                         jehee    

jigsaw                        pazzel   

judge                         shoffet  

judo                          joodo    

juggler                       lahatootan           

jump                          likpotz  

jumper                        svedder vee          

kangaroo                      kangooroo

kettle                        koomkoom 

key                           mafte'ach

king                          mellech   

kitchen                       mitbach  

kite                          affifon  

kittens                       chattaltooleem                     

knee                          berrech                       

knife                         sakkeen                       

knight                        abeer           

knit, to                      lisrog          

laces(shoes)                  srocheem                      

ladder                        soolam          

lake                          aggam           

lamb                          talleh          

lamp                          menora          

lamp post                     pannas rechov                 

lantern                       pannas          

last                          acharon                       

laugh, to                     litzchok                      

lawn mower                    machsech                      

leaf                          a'leh           

leaves                        aleem           

leeks                         kreishot                      

left                          smol

leg                           reggel          

lemons                        leemoneem                     

leopard                       nammer          

letter                        michtav                       

lettuce                       chassa          

lift                          ma'aleet                      

light                         moo'ar          

lighthouse                    migdallor                     

lightning                     barrak          

lion                          aryeh           

lion tamer                    m'allef arayot                

lips                          sfatayyim                     

listen, to                    l'haksheev                    

living room                   chaddar orcheem               

lizards                       l'ta'ah                       

lock (canal)                  dellet secher                 

locker                        sheeda          

loft                          aliyat gag                    

logs                          boolei etz                    

long                          arroch          

lorry                         massa'eet                     

low                           nammooch                      

lunch                         aroochat tzohorayim           

magician                      kossem          

make, to                      la'assot                      

man                           eesh

many                          rabbeem                       

map                           mappa           

marbles                       goolot          

market                        shook           

mask                          massecha                      

mat                           machtzellet                   

matches                       gafrooreem                    

meals                         aroochot                      

meat                          bassar          

mechanic                      mechonai                      

medicine                      troofa          

melon                         mellon          

mice                          achbarreem                    

milk                          challav                       

milk truck                    me'challeet challav           

mirror                        mar'ah          

mist                          arfeeleem                     

mole                          chafarperret                  

money                         kessef          

money box                     koopa           

monkey                        koff

monster                       mifletzet                     

moon                          yare'ach                      

mop                           s'chava b'makkel              

moth                          ash 

mother                        eema

motor boat                    seerat mano'ah                

motor cycle                   offano'ah                     

motor racing                  me'roozey me'choneeyot        

mountain                      har 

mountaineer                   mettappess harreem            

mouth                         peh 

mouth organ                   mapoocheet peh                

mud                           botz

mushroom                      peetreeya                     

nails                         masmereem                     

nasty                         ayyom           

neat                          mesoodar                      

neck                          tzavar          

nest, birds'                  ken, tzeeporeem               

net                           reshet          

new                           chaddash                      

newspaper                     eeton           

nice (taste)                  ta'im           

nightdress                    k'tonnet lyla                 

nine                          tish'ah, tesha                

nineteen                      tish'ah assar, t'sha essrey   

nose                          af  

notebook                      machberet, peenkuss                 

numbers                       mispareem                     

nurse                         achot           

nuts (for bolts)              oomeem          

nuts (to eat)                 egozzim                       

oar                           mashot          

oil                           shemmen                       

oil can                       assooch                       

oil tanker                    mechaleet neft                

old                           yashan          

omelette                      chaveeta                      

one                           echad, achat                    

onion                         batzal          

open                          patoo'ach                     

opposites                     hafacheem                     

orange (color)                kattom          

orange (fruit)                tapooz          

orchard                       matta           

ostrich                       bat ya'anna                   

outside                       ba'chootz                     

oval                          eleepsa                       

over                          me'al           

owl                           yanshoof                      

paddle                        mashot          

pageboy                       na'ar sherooteem              

paint                         tzeva           

paint box                     koofsat tzeva                 

paint pot                     koofsat tzeva                 

paint, to                     letzayer                      

painter                       tzabbar                       

painting                      tzeeyor                       

paints                        tzva'im                       

palace                        armon           

pancake                       leveeva                       

panda                         panda           

pants                         tachtoneem                    

pants (clothes)               meechnasayeem          

paper                         n'yar           

paper chain                   sharsheret n'yar              

paper hat                     kova n'yar                    

parachute                     matzne'ach                    

parakeets                     tookoneem

parcel                        chaveela                      

park                          park

parrot                        tookee          

party                         meseeba                       

path                          shveel          

pavement                      meedracha                     

paws                          ragley chayya                 

pea                           afoon           

peach                         afarsek                       

pebbles                       chalookey even                

pelican                       saknai          

pen                           et          

pencil                        eeparon                       

penguin                       pengveen                      

penknife                      ollar                     

people                        annasheem                 

pepper                        pilpel                    

pet                           chayyat sha'ashooim       

photograph                    tatzloom                  

piano                         pisanter                  

pick, to                      liktoff                   

picnic                        peekneek                  

pictures                      tmoonot                   

pig                           chazeer                   

pigeon                        yonna                     

piglet                        chazeeron                 

pigsty                        chazeerya                 

pill                          g'loola                   

pillow                        kar                       

pilot                         ta'yas                    

pineapple                     annanas                   

pink                          varrod                    

pipes                         tzeenorot                 

pirate                        shodded yam               

pistol                        ekdach                    

plane (air)                   mattos                    

plane (wood)                  maktzoo'ah                

plank                         kerresh                   

plants                        tzmacheem                 

plate                         tzalachat                 

platform                      ratzif                    

play, to                      lesachek                   

playground                    meegrash meeschakeem      

playing cards                 klafeem                   

plough                        machresha                 

plum                          shezeef                   

pocket                        kees                      

polar bear                    dov lavvan                 

pole                          mott                      

police car                    mechoneet meeshtara       

policeman                     shotter                   

polish                        meeshchat havraka         

pond                          breicha                   

pony                          ponnee                    

popcorn                       pop korn                  

porter                        sannitar                  

postman                       davvar                    

pot (paint)                   koofsa                    

potato                        tapoo'ach addama          

present (gift)                mattana                   

prince                        naseech                   

princess                      neseecha                  

prison                        bet sohar                 

pudding                       pashteeda                 

puddle                        shlooleet                 

pull, to                      leemshoch                 

pump, air                     masheva, aveer            

pump, gasoline                masheva, dellek           

pumpkin                       d'la'at                   

puppet                        booba                     

puppy                         klavlav                   

purple                        saggol                    

purse                         arnak                     

push chair                    eglat teeyool             

push, to                      lidchoff                  

pyjamas                       peejama                   

queen                         malka                     

rabbits                       arnavot                   

racing car                    mechoneet merotz          

racing car driver             nehag mechoneet merotz   

racing, speedway              merotzey ofanoim          

radiator                      radyator                  

radio                         radyo                     

railings                      gadder                    

railway lines                 passey rakkevet           

railway station               tachanat rakkevet         

rain                          geshem                    

rainbow                       keshet beannan            

rake                          magrefa                   

rasberry                      pettel                    

read, to                      leekro                    

record                        takleet                   

record player                 pattifon                  

recorder                      chaleeleet                

red                           addom                     

refrigerator                  mekarrer                  

reindeer                      ayyal beiti               

rhinoceros                    karnaf                    

ribbon                        serret                    

rice                          orez                      

riding                        recheeva                  

rifle range                   k'li'ah lamatara          

right                         yamin                     

ring master                   mancheh                   

river                         nahar                     

road                          kveesh                    

roast meat                    tzlee bassar              

robber                        shodded                   

robot                         robbot                    

rocket                        rakketta                  

rocking horse                 soos nadnedda             

rocks                         sla'eem                   

roll (bread)                  lachmaniya                

roller                        machbesh                  

roller skates                 sketteem                  

roof                          gag                       

rope                          chevvel                   

rope ladder                   soolam chavvaleem         

rowing                        chateera                  

rowing boat                   seerat mashot             

rubber                        machak                    

rubbish                       ashpa                     

rug                           marvad                    

ruler                         sargel                    

run, to                       larootz                   

runway                        maslool                   

sacks                         sakkeem                   

saddle                        ookaft                    

safety net                    reshet beetachon          

sailing                       sheyt mifrassiyot         

sailing boat                  seerat mifrass            

sailor                        mallach                   

salad                         sallat                    

salt                          mellach                   

sandals                       sandalleem                

sandcastle                    armon chol                

sandpaper                     n'yar zechoocheet         

sandpit                       argaz chol                

sandwich                      kareech                   

Santa Claus                   santa claus

sauce                         rottev                    

saucepan                      seer beeshool             

saucer                        tachteet                  

sausages                      naknikiyot                

saw                           massor                    

sawdust                       nessorret                 

scales                        m'oznayeem                

scarecrow                     dachleel                  

scarf                         tza'eef                   

school                        beit seffer               

scissors                      meesparayeem              

scooter                       korkeenet          

screw                         borreg 

screwdriver                   mavreg 

sea                           yam    

sea shell                     tzeddeff           

seal                          kellev yam                       

seaside                       sfat hayam                       

seasons                       onnot hashanna                    

seaweed                       atzot  

seeds                         zra'eem

seesaw                        nadnedda           

seven                         sheevah, sheva                     

seventeen                     sheevah assar, shva essrey       

sew, to                       leetpor

shapes                        tzoorot

shark                         kareesh

shavings                      shvaveem           

shed                          tzreef 

sheep                         kvasseem           

sheepdog                      kellev ro'eem                    

sheet                         saddeen

shepherd                      ro'eh tzon                       

sheriff                       sherreef           

ship                          oneeya 

shirt                         chooltza           

shoe                          na'al  

shooting                      kli'ah 

shop                          channoot           

shopkeeper                    chenvannee                       

shopping bags                 salley k'neeyot                   

shopping cart                 eglat k'neeyot                   

short                         katzar 

shorts                        meechnassayeem ktzareem          

shoulder                      kattef 

show jumping                  k'feetzot ra'ava                 

shower                        meeklachat                       

signals                       eetoot 

signpost                      tamroor

silkworms                     tola'ey meshee                   

sing, to                      lasheer

singer                        zamineret          

sink                          keeyor 

sister                        achot  

sit, to                       lashevet           

six                           sheesha, shesh                    

sixteen                       sheesha assar, shesh essrey      

skating                       hachlaka           

skiing                        gleesha

skip, to                      leekpotz (al chevvel)            

skipping rope                 chevvel k'fitza                  

skirt                         chatza'eet                       

sleep, to                     leeshon

sleigh                        meezchellet                      

slide                         maglesha           

slippers                      na'aley bayyit                   

slow                          eettee 

small                         kattan 

smile, to                     lechayech          

smoke                         ashan  

snail                         cheelazon          

snake                         nachash

snow                          shelleg

soap                          sabbon 

socks                         garbayeem          

soft                          rach   

soldier                       chayyal

soldiers (toy)                chayyaley offeret                

son                           ben    

soup                          marrak 

spaceman                      eesh challal           

spade                         et          

spaghetti                     spagettee

sparklers                     zeekookeem                

speedway racing               merotzey offano'eem       

spider                        akkaveesh                 

spinach                       terred                    

sponge                        sfog                      

spoon                         kaf                       

sports                        sport                     

spring                        aviv                      

sprinkler                     mamterra                  

sprouts                       kroov nitzanneem          

squabble, to                  lehitkottet               

square                        reeboo'ah                 

squash                        meetz memootak            

squirrel                      sna'ee                    

stable                        oorva                     

stagecoach                    keerkara                  

stairs                        madregot                  

stand, to                     la'ammod                  

star                          kochav                    

star fish                     kochav yam                

station                       tachana                   

statue                        pessel                    

steps                         madregot                  

stew                          guolash                   

sticks                        maklot                    

stomach                       betten     

stones                        avaneem                   

stool                         shrafraf                  

storybook                     meesee porey yeladim

straw (drinking)              kashit                    

straw bale                    areymot kash              

strawberry                    toot saddeh               

stream                        nachal                    

street                        rechov                    

string                        choot                     

submarine                     tzollelet                 

sugar                         sookar                    

suitcases                     meezvadot                 

summer                        kayyitz                   

sums                          cheshbon                  

sun                           shemmesh                  

sunhat                        kovva shemmesh            

sunshade                      sochech                   

supper                        aroochat errev            

swan                          barboor                   

sweater                       svedder golf              

sweep, to                     lettateh                  

sweets                        sookaryot                 

swimming                      s'cheeya                  

swimsuit                      begged yam                

swings                        nadnedot                  

switch                        metteg                    

sword                         cherev                    

syringe                       mazrek                    

t-shirt                       chooftzat treeko       

table                         shoolchan                 

table cloth                   mappat shoolchan          

table tennis                  tennees shoolchan         

tacks                         ne'atzeem                 

tadpoles                      roshanneem                

tail                          zannav                    

take                          lakachat                  

talk                          deber               

tank                          tank                      

tap                           berrez                    

tape measure                  serret meeda              

target                        mattara                   

taxi                          moneet                    

tea                           teh                       

teacher                       morrah                    

teaspoon                      kappeet                   

teddy bear                    doobon     

teeth                         sheenayeem 

telephone                     telefon    

television                    televeezya 

television antenna            antennat televizya     

ten                           assara, esser          

tennis                        tennees    

tennis, table                 tennees, shoolchan     

tents                         ohaleem    

thermometer                   mad chom   

thin                          razeh      

think, to                     lachshov   

thirteen                      shlosha assar, shlosh essrey       

three                         shlosha, shalosh       

throw, to                     lizrok     

thumb                         agoodal    

ticket collector              kartissan   

tie                           aneeva     

tiger                         teegrees   

tight rope                    chevvel matoo'ach      

tight rope walker             holech al chevvel           

tights                        garbonneem 

tile                          aree'ach   

tins                          koofsa'ot sheemooreem  

tire (wheel)                  tzammeeg                   

toad                          karpadda   

toadstool                     pitriya arseet         

toe                           etzba hareggel         

toilet                        assla      

tomato                        agvaniya   

tongue                        lashon     

tool set                      ma'arechet kelleem     

toolbox                       tevat kelleem          

toothbrush                    mivreshet sheenayeem   

toothpaste                    meeshchat sheenayeem   

top                           elyon      

tortoise                      tzav       

tow truck                     gorrer

towel                         magevet    

toy                           tza'atzoo'ah           

toyshop                       chanoot tza'atzoo'eem  

tractor                       traktor    

traffic lights                ramzoreem  

trailer                       grar       

trailer                       karavan

train                         rakkevet   

train driver                  nehag rakkevet         

train set                     rakkevet tza'atzooah   

trapeze                       trapezza   

tray                          maggash    

treasure                      matmon     

tree                          etz        

triangle                      meshoolash 

trick cyclist                 loolyan al offanayeem  

trifle                        poodeeng   

trowel                        kaf        

truck (of car)                ta mit'an

trumpet                       chatzotzra 

trunk                         cheddek    

tunnel                        meenhara   

turkey                        tarnegol hodoo         

twelve                        shnem assar, shtem essrey          

twenty                        essreem    

two                           shnayeem, shtayeem         

typewriter                    mechonat k'teeva           

uncle                         dod          

under                         tachat                  

undershirt                    goofiya                    

upstairs                      lemala                     

vacuum cleaner                sho'ev avvak               

van                           me'chonneet mischareet     

vegetables                    yerakkot                   

vice                          melchatzayeem              

village                       kfar                       

wait, to                      lechakkot                  

walk, to                      lallechet                  

wall                          keer                       

wallpaper                     tappet                     

wand                          matteh ksammeem            

wardrobe                      arron bgaddeem             

wash, to                      leerchotz                  

washbasin                     keeyor                     

washing machine               mechonat kvissa            

washing powder                avkat kvissa               

wasp                          tzeer'ah                   

wastepaper basket             sal n'yarrot               

watch (look)                  lehistakkel                

watch (wrist)                 sh'on yad                  

water                         mayeem                     

water skier                   galshan mayyeem            

waterfall                     mappal mayyeem             

waves                         galleem                    

weather                       mezeg aveer                

weightlifting                 harammat meeshkallot       

wet                           rattov                     

whale                         leevyatan                  

wheel                         galgal                     

wheelbarrow                   mereetza                   

wheelchair                    keesh galgaleem            

whip                          shot                       

whistle                       mashrokeet                 

white                         lavvan                     

whole                         shalem                     

wife                          eesha                      

win                           lenatze'ach                

wind                          roo'ach                    

windmill                      tachanat roo'ach           

window                        challon                    

wine                          yayyin                     

wing                          kannaf                     

winter                        chorref                    

wishing well                  be'er meeshalot            

witch                         mechashefa                 

wizard                        mechashef                  

wolf                          ze'ev                      

woman                         eesha                      

wood                          etz          

wool                          tzemmer                    

words                         meelim 

workshop                      beit m'lacha               

worm                          tola'at                    

wrench (tool)                 mafte'ach brageem         

wrestling                     he'avkoot                  

write, to                     lichtov                    

yellow                        tzahov                     

yoghurt                       yogoort                    

zebra                         zebra                      

zipper                        roochsan                   

zoo                           gan chayyot                

zoo keeper                    oved gan chayyot           
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APOLOGIA I
                     All Rights Reserved @ 1988/1993

 [The  Messianic Jewish & Gentile  Believing community only, is hereby

 given permission to re-print and distribute this file as is on a non-

 profit basis only, or to quote from it if need be in secondary tracts

 /responses as long as the sources are identified.]

The following are replies from the Observant Messianic Jewish community

to the  Observant Rabbinic Jewish community.   They are given to defend

our stance, beliefs, and faith.   Material for the articles  are  taken

from  public messages on Computer Bulletin Board systems*.  This should

not  necessarily be considered the  "final word" on these subjects and,

(in  certain  cases), are only very brief  over-views of these matters.

         This file is only meant to introduce these subjects.

     This  is the  *printed-tract, hand-out version, also suitable for

     computer  distribution, (per guidelines above);  as available on:

                 MIDRASH BBS @ 9600 baud (303)-289-6864.

     *The difference  is that in this  version:  the last names of all

     parties who post(ed), with some affiliation, on MJCN  distributed

     computer-nets,  have been shortened to the first letter  of their

     last name(s) only.  Other  than  this, both files are pretty much

     the same; and the "objections sections", from these public posts,

     still follow the criteria below....

*[Certain  minor errors, (spelling, etc...),  additions  and  omissions

occur in  the "REPLY"  quotations  in these articles, that have been so

modified for this file.  Otherwise  the text, (quoted  exactly  and  in

full  in  the "OBJECTION" comments  sections that appear in this file),

appears  as it  did on the BBS(s) in  the public  forum(s); though  the

overall formating has been modified into a form  more suitable for this

file.
                               ARTICLE I

                          {OBJECTION source}:

>Message #9072 "Judaica"  Date: 25-Dec-89 07:56

Subj: Christmas For Jews????

                            {REPLY source}:

REPLY: Hanukkah for Believers!

From Midrash BBS; Denver, Colo. (303-296-8874) @ 12/31/89.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>None of the prophets of Israel ever taught in  his own  name  and

AS>on his own responsibility.

                               {REPLY}:

Exactly  what one would expect of Messiah,  who would not  teach in the

name of a man who taught, but would as Wisdom, existent at the Creation

of the world, speak as the Memra/Word  of  the Father.   What is one of

the earliest mentions of Messiah?  In  Midrash Rabbah on Beresheet: and

the  Spirit  of God brooded over the face of the waters; and who do our

sages  say  this was?  None other than the Spirit of King Messiah!  The

Memra/Word  that  walked  in the  cool of the  evening  with  Adam  and

Chavah.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>The "I" of the prophets is  G-d; the  "I" of Jesus however, is he

AS>himself.  He taught on his own  authority,

                               {REPLY}:

As  the record in the  Brit Chadashah/New Covenant, states, Yeshua says

that  He did not  speak on His own authority, but  spoke as the  Father

gave  Him the  Words.  As the 'man' Yeshua Messiah, He was relating the

existence  of  His Spirit being the Memra/Word of Elohim,  and that He,

[Yeshua],  spoke as  the Father gave Him.   Again, the sages tell us...

"The Torah which a man learns in this world is but vanity compared with

the  Torah of  Messiah" -Midrash Qohelet on Eccl.11:8.  Since Yeshua  is truly  the Messiah, then  He would have access to YHVH/The-Lprd's Mishnah-Torah.   Who was the  Angel of the  Covenant?,  the Angel Who swears by Himself in  Tanach: a  Theophany, a  Tzimtzim, a Metatron, HaMemra?!...

The angel Metatron, according to Jewish theology, was he who discoursed

with Moses, and the angel in whom God placed His Name {…}
     Behold, I will send my messenger, and He shall clear out

     the way before me:  and suddenly will come to His Temple

     The-Lord Whom ye seek; and the Messenger of the Covenant

     Whom ye desire,  for  behold He is coming saith YHVH/The-LORD

     of hosts.  -Malachi 3:1 Lesser's

          The-Lord is the  King Messiah; He is also the Angel

     of the Covenant.  -Kimchi

          The-Lord is both the Divine Majesty, and the  Angel

     of  the  Covenant,  for  the sentence is doubled.  -Aben

     Ezra

          The-Lprd  may  be  explained of the  King Messiah.

     -Mashmiah Jeshua, fol.76.

          And the Word/Memra, became flesh and dwelt among us!

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>frequently in opposition to the teachings of the Rabbis of the time.

                               {REPLY}:

In opposition to the teaching of the P'rushim & Tz'dukim  of the  first

Century perhaps?!  That generation that the Talmud too speaks against?,

- stating that the Herodian kingship was wicked: (Baba Bathra 3a);  the

High priests  and  their  sons,  and  in  general  the  leaders  of the

priesthood,  were  corrupt: (Pes. 57a, Yoma 35b, Pes.u.s., Tos.Set.xiv;

Siphre on Deut./105,end. ed.Friedmann,p.95b; Jer.Peah i.6); and many of

the  P'rushim  injurious  and  hypocritical, and  even considered being

among - "the destroyers of the world": (Sota 20 & 22b/{*EnYa'akov I pg.

223-224} - [Jer.Ber.ix.7, *Sot.iii.4], Jer.Chag.); indeed, very many of

that generation were noted for being sinful: (Yoma 9b & 10, T.Shabbat33

/{EnYa'akov I pg. 133},  & later in T.Shabbat/{EnYa'akov I pg.194-196}-

starting  with  the  words: "Abaye said:  Jerusalem would not have been

destroyed, but for the sin...").    So  not only Yeshua, but the Talmud

itself is frequently  in  opposition to some of these "Sages", and even

that entire generation in general!

     *{EnYa'akov Agada of the Babylonian Talmud, R.Jacob IBN Chabib; R.

     Glick}.

     *"...Such  an  expression  as  'the plague of Pharisaism'  is  not

     uncommon;  and      a silly pietist, a clever sinner, and a female

     Pharisee, are ranked among 'the troubles of life'"-[Sot.iii.4]/The

     Life And Times Of Jesus The Messiah - by Alfred Edersheim - i/Book

     III,  page 312 [hard-cover / ref.vers.] ISBN 0-8028-8027-4. [NOTE:

     Alfred Edersheim {1825-1889}. In 1848 young Edersheim was a friend

     of  Adolph Cremieux,  who desired  to take  him to Paris under his

     patronage, - though his {AE} parents would not allow it.  After he

     became a  Believer in  Yeshua as  Messiah, he continued on to gain

     various degrees  and titles, and served as a Grinfield Lecturer in

     the University of Oxford  till 1889, the year of his death.  While

     he treats this entire subject above, (as well as most of the other

     subjects  in this  writing), in  much greater depth, and though he

     himself  was  Jewish, - because  of  his position and the time and

     place  he lived, he  tends to sometimes express his view from more

     of a Hebrew-Christian, or even Gentile-Christian, stance at times,

     (rather  than   from  a   more  Messianic/Natzratim  perspective).

     Nevertheless, he is an  excellent scholar and this is an very good

     source to  explore these topics  in depth  and with comparisons to

     the various Rabbinic writings.]

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>According to Jewish tradition a prophet must not add or diminish

AS>from the Torah's commandments.  Jesus, however, did precisely that.

                               {REPLY}:

No, He did not add or diminish but He instructed that wicked generation

to  return to the  purity of the  written  Torah; which again, even the

Talmud states  some of  that generation's  sages had cast aside.  While

Yeshua states...

  'And at  that time Yeshua said  unto His Talmidim: "Do not think that

  I came to  abolish, annul, remove or cancel the Torah of Moshe or the

  Words of the  Prophets-(the)-Nivi'im. - I  came  not  to diminish nor

  annul  the Torah of Moshe, but to complete It, - to complete Truth by

  the Words of Truth.|In all these Words not to add a Word to the Words

  of the Torah,  nor to subtract any.|  For  in truth I say unto you, -

  That until the  heavens and the earth depart (&) pass away, - not one

  yud or  dot shall in  any way be  abolished (or) pass  away from  the

  Torah  or the Nivi'im-Prophets, because all will be wrought complete.

  And whoever therefore shall transgress, break, annul (or) cancel, one

  Word  of these small (or) least Mitzvot-Commandments, and shall teach

  men  so, - he  shall  be  called the  little (yea,) least (&) a  vain

  person  by-(&)-in the  Kingdom of the Heavens.  But whoever shall do,

  uphold, and teach (them), - the  same shall be called great by-(&)-in

  the  Kingdom of the Heavens."'  Mattityahu 5:17-19 / Sepher haB'sorah

  haTovah (Messianic terms composite Gospel reading) version.

     The words of one who is against Torah?  NO, the words of One Who

     is in  love  with  the  Written  Torah;  and  is also upset with

     certain  dishonorable  1st Cent.  P'rushim, who  have  made  the

     Written Torah of no effect in their lives.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>culminated in his claim to possess a special nearness to G-d unlike

AS>any other person....No Jewish prophet, not even Moses, ever claimed

AS>to be nearer to G-d than any other man...

                               {REPLY}:

But once again, a claim that the Messiah can make, for even the sages

tell us concerning Messiah...

The King Messiah shall be exalted above Abraham, be high ABOVE MOSES.

[Neve Shalom]

     The Most Holy is the Messiah, for He is more holy than the sons

     of David.  -R. Nachman

          Our Rabbis expound this in a Midrash of the  King  Messiah

     saying, He shall be higher than  Abraham, exalted above  Moses,

     and loftier than the ministering angels. -R. Sa'adyah Ibn Danan

     [Midrash Tanchuma]

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>is no particular Son of G-d who is nearer to the Father in heaven

                               {REPLY}:

(I took the liberty of adding a CAPITAL to Father in your quote above).

[*Midrash Echa  (1:51)]: ...What is the Name of King Messiah?   To this

answered  Rabbi Abba bar Kahana: HaShem/YHVH is His Name, for it is written:

'This is the Name whereby He shall be called: YHVH/HaShem Zidkenu'...  *(See in this file: Article VII, quote 12.)

                    Only ONE can make such a claim!

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>Jesus however, took upon himself the power to forgive sins; a power

AS>Judaism reserves for G-d.  Thus, Jesus declared  when healing a

AS>paralytic, "I would have you know that the son of man has the

AS>authority to forgive sins on earth."  No Jewish prophet would say

AS>this.

                               {REPLY}:

    Exactly what the Tanach and Sages declare concerning Mashiach!...

R.ELIJAH DE VIDAS: The meaning of He was wounded for our transgressions

bruised for our iniquities is, that since Messiah bears our iniquities,

which  produce  the  effect  of His being bruised,it follows that whoso

will  not admit  that the  Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities must

endure and suffer for them himself. [on Is. 53]

     While the shofar is being blown in the Synagogue on Rosh HaShannah

           the following remarkably significant prayer is offered:

   Merciful and gracious God, I have sinned against Thee, and done that

   which is evil in Thy sight.   Have  mercy  on  me and forgive all my

   transgressions, trespasses and sins, through  >Yehoshua<  the Prince

   of His Presence./Prayer Book For The New Year [1913]

   -Rev. Dr. A. Th. Phillips, page 100.

[In most prayer books of the present day this prior prayer is omitted]

     While He bore the sins of many and for the transgressors He

     let (evil) befall Him.  -Isaiah 53:12.b Lesser's.

          And when Israel is sinful, the  Messiah  seeks for mercy upon

          them,  as it is written,  "By His stripes we were healed, and

          He carried  the sins  of many; and made intercession  for the

          transgressors."  - B'reshith Rabbah  (&  see):  Yalkut II. on

          Is. 52:13  (Par. 338, p.53 c. &-{p.66c} lines 7 &c.  from the

          bottom): He shall be higher than Avraham, to whom applies Gen

          14:22;  higher than Moshe,  of  whom Num.11:12 is predicated;

          higher  than the  ministering angels, of  whom Ezek. 1:18  is

          said.   But to  Him  there applies this in Zech.4:7:  Who art

          thou,   O   great  mountain?  And  He  was  wounded  for  our

          transgressions,  and  bruised  for  our  iniquities,  and the

          chastisement of our peace was upon Him,  and with His stripes

          we are healed.   R. Huna's  comments in  the name of R. Acha:

          All sufferings are divided into three parts; one part goes to

          David  and  the  Patriarchs, another to the generation of the

          rebellion  (rebellious  Israel),  and  the  third to the King

          Messiah, as  it is written (Ps. 2:7),  Yet have I set My King

          upon  My  holy hill of Zion.  Also see Midrash on Samuel (ed.

          Lemberg, p. 45 a, last line):  where  it  is  said  that  all

          sufferings are divided into three parts, one of which Messiah

          bore - a  remark  which  is brought into connection with Ruth

          2:14).  And  Messiah the King, who was chastened and suffered

          for  the transgressors, as it is said: He was wounded for our

          transgressions, and  so  on - how much more shall  He justify

          all  generations, and  this  is  what  is  meant  when  it is

          written: And YHVH/HaShem made to meet upon Him the sins of us
          all. Pugio Fidei (p.675).

          He  (Messiah) shall intercede for many sins, and the

          rebellious for His sake shall be forgiven. - Targum Jonathan  

          @ Is.53:12.  Midrash  R.  Ruth 5  (ed. Warsh.

          p. 43 a & b): Come hither, that is, draw near to the Kingdom,

          and eat of the bread, that is, the bread of royality, and dip

          thy  morsel  in  vinegar - these are the sufferings, as it is

          written  in  Is.53:5:  He was wounded for our transgressions.

             These are only a brief sampling of such type of quotes.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>He told his disciples to go out into the fields on Shabbos and pick

AS>the wheat; against Jewish law.

                               {REPLY}:

No,  as  Yeshua and His  talmidim passed through the standing grain  on

Shabbat, His talmidim being hungry began to eat.   He did not 'command'

them to do such.  Furthermore, I  believe that  Rabbinic Judaism  makes

allowance  for eating produce of a field, while walking on the Shabbat,

to satisfy  ones  hunger, - if one  isn't harvesting  to carry it away.

Regardless; Yeshua is appealing to  the principle  that danger  to life

superseded   the   Shabbat  law,  (Yoma 84b),  and   indeed  all  other

obligations,  (See: Maimonides, Hilkh. Shabb. ii. 1 - Yad haCh.  Vol. i

part iii.  p. 141 a:  'The Shabbat is set aside on account of danger to

life, as all other ordinances.' & note: Jer. Shabb. xiv.4 pp. 14d, 15a;

Jer. Shabb. xvi.1;)  For  a  full  and  detailed  treatment of this New

Covenant passage,  I'd direct one to read:  The Life And Times Of Jesus

The Messiah, by Alfred Edersheim,  Book III  page 51 on; and in: Jewish

New Testament Commentary, by David H. Stern [ad loc].

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>When  he  mentioned the Ten Commandments he left out four of them;

AS>against Jewish law.

                               {REPLY}:

A  person may  discuss various  applications of the  decalogue  without

repeating the entire decalogue, we all do it on here all the time.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>He said you didn't have to wash your hands before you eat; against

AS>Jewish law.

                               {REPLY}:

No, actually Yeshua didn't say this,  the passage reads as follows, and

involves His talmidim, [a group of  fishermen from the Galil,  an  area

not known for keeping too strict of halachah], not washing before  they

ate.  The passage reads as follows...

Then the sages and the  P'rushim came to  Yeshua and said to  Him:  Why

do your  disciples transgress the ordinances of antiquity in that  they

do not/n'tilat-yadayim/wash their hands before eating.  Yeshua  said to

them:  Why do you transgress the words of Gpd for your ordinances...[He

then speaks of their practice of Korban, and how their halachah in this

matter has made the  Written Torah of no effect in their practice, then

He continues addressing the crowd, concluding with, that it is the evil

that  comes  forth from a  man's  heart and  out his  mouth that  truly

defiles  a  man,  rather  than the  eating with unwashed  hands.]  Does

Yeshua  ever say that they are not to eat with unwashed hands?  No. The

record doesn't even say that He did.  What He does do is tell them that

the  matters of the heart  are the most  important  before YHVH, much

as He told them to clean first the INSIDE OF THE CUP, in order that the

outside may be clean also, [as then with a righteous heart, the outside

mitsvot will be from a pure heart before YHVH]   Or when He told them

to keep the weighter matters of Torah, kindness truth and faithfullness

and then to not leave the lesser matters undone!  Or  when He said they

were  strict in the  matter of a  nit-kosher  nat,  but  swallowed  the

nit-kosher camel!  Such an understanding is also shown of this by Rabbi

Yochanan b. Zakki’s account to his pupils in Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 19:8 on Numbers 19:2 ..."The Holy One, blessed be  He, merely says:  'I have laid  down my statue,  I have issued a  decree.  You are not allowed to transgress  My  decree;' as  it is  written, 'This is the statue of the Law.'"   At this point the  Rabbi tells his pupils ..."By your life, it is not the dead that defiles, nor the water that purifies."

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>He said divorce is not legal; against Jewish law.

                               {REPLY}:

Nope,  He  said that divorce is legal, He questioned the motives of the

heart that would seek a divorce.  As the Talmud again states, according

to  the house of Hillel,  that even for  a burnt  meal a  person  could

divorce their  wife.  But  what  does Yeshua say concerning it...

Again  Yeshua said  to His  Talmidim:  You have  heard it said to those

long  ago that everyone who leaves his wife and divorces her is to give

her a  bill of divorce/get.  And  I say to you that everyone who leaves

his  wife is to give her a  bill of  divorce/get.  But  I tell you that

anyone  who divorces his  wife, except  on the grounds  of  fornication

makes  her an  adulteress;  and that anyone who  marries a woman who is

divorced  commits adultery.  Mattityahu 5:31-32 /Mishn.ver./JNT & NKJV.

Does He say it is not legal?, - NO. He even states elsewhere that Moshe

permitted it, but adds, - for the  hardness of  your heart.  For during

the 1st century, they would divorce at the drop of a hat.  Read Malachi

to see just how much The-Lord hates divorce.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>He ridiculed the laws of Kashrus; against Jewish law.

                               {REPLY}:

Nope!   He told them they had their Kashrus backwards, they were eating

camels while they were busy looking hard at nats! [see above].

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>He ignored the fasts of the community; against Jewish law.

                               {REPLY}:

He  didn't keep the  P'rushim fasts twice weekly, that is all.  Nor did

He  fast as the  talmidim of  Yochanan the Immerser [John the Baptist].

This was not  a requirement on the  entire peoples, it was  a  personal

halachah  of the  P'rushim or  whoever would do this,  but there is NO

statement  anywhere that  Yeshua did not observe the  National fasts of

the House of Israel.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>He laughed at the people who prayed with a minyan in the Synagogue

AS>and told them to pray at home; against Jewish law.

                               {REPLY}:

Nope.   He spoke out  against the  P'rushim who would make a display of

their  praying for  the praise  of men.  Yeshua  praised the  prayer of

one  in the  Synagogue in a minyan who prayed thus, [while  not looking

at  heaven, but  beat his breast]:  "God  be merciful to me a  sinner."

Again,  this man was in  the synagogue  praying at the  same time  as a

Parush  who's  prayer was that he  thanked  God that  He  had not  made

him  like the rest of mankind, or like this other man, [the one beating

his breast  and praying of a  sincere heart,  "God be  merciful to me a

sinner].  No; - it was the attitude of the heart in prayer that was the

main issue.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>But Jesus on the other hand showed no interest in helping non-Jews,

AS>as incredible as this sounds

                               {REPLY}:

I don't know where you got your commentary on the Brit Chadashah but it

is sure funny how they only record parts of facts,  (to paint a picture

of Yeshua that is not complete I suppose.)

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>When a Canaanite  woman pleaded to him, "Take pity on me, sir.  My

AS>daughter is dreadfully possessed by a demon", Jesus offered her no

AS>comfort and told his disciples, "Send her away ... I am sent only to

AS>the lost sheep of the House of Israel."

                               {REPLY}:

First...a little bit of background:  Using the term "dogs" was right in

line with 1st cent. A.D. expressions  toward the goyim*. And especially

during the  first century, it was  not the practice of the  P'rushim to

talk to the goyim if it could be avoided, nor a woman, and especially a

goyish woman!  Now,  I'm  not going to look it up as I'm getting tired,

but in Talmud  there is  the  story of [if I recall correctly], a Rabbi

from the  Galil that approached another Rabbi's wife to ask directions.

He was rebuked by her, as not only should he have not been talking to a

woman,  but  he  asked  the  question with  too  many  words.  Thus the

expression that Yeshua said to the woman was right in  line with  first

century  Rabbinic  thought  when  He  said ...it is not fit to take the

bread of the Children and to cast it unto *dogs.  (But  I still haven't

gotten to the point).  [For a moment recall also, Eliyahu was in Israel

during the time that  there was severe famine, but was sent to none but

one widow woman in Tzarfat in the land of Tzidon. Would you expect that

Messiah when He came would go to the goyim first?, - Or to the House of

Israel?! (but  I still haven't gotten to the point)].

     {*"...And,  certainly,  no  expression more common in the mouth of

     the Jews, than that which designated the heathens as dogs.:  Midr.

     on Ps.iv.8; Meg.7b.  Note:2-(Many passages might be quoted  either

     similar, or  based  on  this  view of Gentiles." -[Life & Times of

     Jesus the Messiah  BookIII  Chapter  XXXIII  page 41.]   For  more

     context see: Ab.Z. 22b; Ab.Z.ii.1; Mechilta, ed.Weiss, p.33 b,line

     8 from top; Ab.Zar.35b; (for starters).}

So... what's the point?!   The point is that Yeshua DID HELP HER!  THAT

HE DID HEAL HER DAUGHTER!   The context states that He said what He did

to test her faith,  [I'm reminded where Avraham's faith was also tested

in regards to his son  Yitzchak.]   And not only did  He  help her,  He

helped several goyim in the Brit Chadashah/New Covenant records!

     Though  Yeshua  used a Rabbinic  phrase common  in  this  era, His

actions were  of  love  and concern.  Yeshua  helped her, you and I, (I

would hope), would have helped her. But the P'rushim of the 1st century

would hardly have lifted a finger!

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>Jesus in fact was opposed to and attacked all and everything that

AS>the Rabbis of his time stood for.

                               {REPLY}:

Oh, you mean as the Talmud itself opposes and attacks what those of the

first century Ce/AD before the destruction of the Temple stood for too!

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>Besides, how can anyone, Jew or Gentile, expect Jews to embrace a

AS>man whose teachings and disciplines caused our people 2000 years of

AS>hatred, abuse, and death?

                               {REPLY}:

Moshe  is  regarded  as  a  holy man by the Arabs.  Should we throw out

Torah  this  being  the  case?! - NO!  Yeshua's  teaching are of  love,

concern, and of forgiveness.  Look what the Arabs have done with Torah,

& look  what some  of the Goyim  have done with the  teachings of Rabbi

Yeshua!  But  then LOOK  AGAIN at what the  teachings of Yeshua Himself

are.

                             {OBJECTION}:

AS>If  Jesus's  teachings  about  Christian love  are  so  precious,

AS>let Christians start loving us not by converting us but by

AS>apologizing for all that has been and still remains.

                               {REPLY}:

Of course you  realize that Messianic Jews don't believe that you  have

to ‘convert’ to become a M'shacheeym.  But  remember: there  were 10's of 1,000's  of  Messianic  Believers  in  Europe during WWII &  one of our headquarters was in  Germany before hitler  took over.  Where  are they now? ...dead.  At the hands of some who said they were "Christian"  but were not.   We have been ridiculed by both  Jew and Gentile  for almost 2,000 years too, not just by the Gentiles.   We as a group,  have  been persecuted by the  Church at large since the 4th century  as well.  And why?   Because we on one hand believe that  Yeshua is  the  Messiah  of Israel, on the other, because we keep Torah.

Has  all this made  anyone a Believer?  Possibly  not, however, I  hope

that at  least a little bit of the  misunderstanding might drop away as

a mist.

                           {In closing (objection)}:

AS>This, then, is the challenge that confronts the Jews and Christians

AS>today:  to build bridges from hatred to respect; from bigotry to

AS>admiration.  It will not be easily accomplished or done in a short

AS>period of time.

                             {In closing (reply)}:

To this I can say Amaine.

                              ARTICLE II

                         {OBJECTION source}:

>Message #9973 "C J Debate"  Date: 06-Dec-90 12:41

>Subj: Challenge -> Replying to a message originally to All

                             {OBJECTION}:

>As you know, though, true faith is based neither upon trust in men

>(Ps.146:3), nor even upon occurrences of the supernatural (Deut. 13).

                               {REPLY}:

     [1....upon trust in men]:

            Rabbi Moshe el Sheikh, a Leading Rabbi of Safed:

"I will do yet a third thing,  and that is, that  'they shall look unto

Me,'  for they  shall lift up their eyes unto Me in perfect repentance,

when they see Him Whom they pierced, that is Messiah,the Son of Joseph;

for  our  Rabbi's, of  blessed memory, have said that He will take upon

Himself all  the guilt of Israel, and shall then be slain in the war to

make  an  atonement  in  such  manner  that it shall be accounted as if

Israel  had  pierced  Him, for on account of their sin He has died; and

therefore,in order that it may be reckoned to them as perfect atonement

they  will  repent  and  look to the Blessed One, saying, that there is

none beside Him  to forgive those that mourn on account of Him who died

for their sin; this is the meaning of 'They shall look upon Me...'"

     While the shofar is being blown in the Synagogue on Rosh HaShannah

     the following remarkably significant prayer is offered:

  Merciful and gracious God, I have sinned against Thee, and done that

  which is evil in Thy sight.   Have  mercy  on  me and forgive all my

  transgressions, trespasses and sins, through  >Yehoshua<  the Prince

  of His Presence.  Prayer Book For The New Year [1913]. R. Dr. A. Th.

  Phillips, page 100.

{…} Upon faith in "men", yes; but: if one doesn't trust in this  "man" –the Messiah of YHVH, then he is as a river without water!

     [2....occurrences of the supernatural]:

The Prophets in the Nivi'm had supernatural vision, & David said in the

Psalms  that  he  knew  that YHVH  would  deliver  him, because He  had

delivered him in the past.  David and the Prophets faith were increased

by the  supernatural, there is  nothing wrong with this.  But,  this is

not the main problem with your file,  as we shall see in the following:

                             {OBJECTION}:

>ITEM 1: Stephen's capsule summary of Jewish History, ostensibly

>written under the influence of the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:55, 6:10), and

>an early expression of that anti-Jewish tendency which would later

>come to characterize the Christian Scriptures (see, e.g., 1 Thes.

>2:15, Jn. 8:39-47, Matt. 23:34-35).

                               {REPLY}:

   The  Talmud  has an equal, [or greater], amount of bad things to say

about  those  who  lived   during  the  first century  A.D.  Are  we to

conclude  then that the Talmud is false, because in like manner it says

bad things about Jewish people  of  the first century?! - I don't think

so!  Again: the Talmud has many bad things to say about the P'rushim of

the  first century, [as does Brit HaChadashah], is Talmud then in error

(in this case) because of this?, - No? - Then neither  is  the  above application, [in Article I Objection 1 issue 1], to the New Covenant valid at all!

                             {OBJECTION}:

>Acts 7:4--Stephen tells us that Abraham departed from Haran "after

>his father died."  Had he studied the Book of Genesis (11:26,32;

>12:4), he would have realized his error:  Abraham departed from Haran

>at age 75, at a time when his father Terah was 145; since Terah lived

>for 205 years, he still had another 60 years of life remaining.

                               {REPLY}:

    One only has to look a little more closely at the account. Terah is

mentioned  as  having begat at the age of 70 years; however: the age he

was when he begat each of his children is not listed. -Nor is it listed

for  all the prior accounts as to when they had each of their children.

Simply put: it is an account of when he started to begat children,  and

not specific as to his age at each of the children's births.  Avram was

last born, not the first,  at the age of his father being  130.  Should

you doubt why Avram is then mentioned first: the prior accounts mention

only one child, [as the other children are not mentioned by name],  but

all three  are mentioned of the  brothers of Avram, and he is the focal

point of the account,& the first-called ‘Jew’-(rather Hebrew) by YHVH from the Goyim, & is rightly listed first in the account of thedescendents of Terah.

Should one further doubt: the  account in  v.32 is about the  death  of

Terah, & 12:1 begins the account of Avram leaving his "father's house".

And why is it his "father's house", and not his father? -Because he had

already  died;  but Avram  as a loving son is shown to have stayed with

him in his old age.   And reading  it so causes,  -[as one can  clearly

read and see], the account to progress in a orderly fashion.

                             {OBJECTION}:

>Acts 7:14--Stephen related that 75 of Joseph's relatives were called

>by him to come to Egypt.  Moses saw it differently: see Deut. 10:22,

>Gen 46:27, Ex. 1:5 (And al: the persons who came from the loins of

>Jacob were 70 in number").

                               {REPLY}:

    At first glance this anti-missionary tactic seems to be conclusive;

however: if  one looks a  little further,  -[which with the caliber  of

this  post, one  could assume that the author had such fore-knowledge],

the  quote is from the  LXX version of Torah, -[of which our Sages tell

us was composed by 72 Rabbinim, and [while it was to the dismay  of the

sages  when it was first written],  ended up being in widespread use in

the  galut and is  quoted from at times in  Rabbinic writings,  and was

used  by Jewish communities from before the first  century B.C.], and

in this version of Torah the Rabbinim thought it proper to  include the

5, -children  &  grandchildren, of  Mannasseh and Ephraim, which brings

the total number to 75.

                             {OBJECTION}:

>Acts 7:16--Stephen informs us that Jacob was buried in the Cave of

>Machpelah in Hebron, not in Shechem.  (Gen. 50:13, 23:19), and that

>the cave was bought by Abraham from Ephron thr Hittite (Gen 23:33:18),

>this for The erection of an alter.

                               {REPLY}:

     No, Stephen informs us that Ya'akov was buried in Shechem, & Yosef

in Hebron; -the  key  word in verse 7 is:  "THEY".  Jacob was buried at

Hebron  in the cave of  Machpelah, which Avraham bought from Ephron the

Hittite [Gen.23:16].  Joseph was buried at Shechem in a piece of ground

Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor [Josh.24:32].  The two transactions

are  simply  telescoped  in these  verses  because  of the  pressure of

Stephen's circumstances, and need for brevity. - After all he was about

to be stoned!

                             {OBJECTION}:

>ITEM 3:  Did Judas take the silver pieces from the priests and acquire

>a field with them (Acts 1:18), or did he return the silver pieces and

>then hang himself (Matt.27:5)?

                               {REPLY}:

     No,  Y'hudah did not take the silver pieces.  As the verse in Acts

simply  points  out  that the  field was  the same field  bought by the

Cohanim, -[called the field of blood in both accounts], in which he had

hung himself.  So: the verse in Acts is an observation and a idiomatic-

sarcasm, in that he had bought for his wages his own burial place!  The

ancient Aramaic version of Acts in the Peshitta brings this saying  out

possibly a little more clearly: "He is the one who earned for himself a

field with the price of sin;...."

                             {OBJECTION}:

>Item 3:  Where in Jeremiah's prophecies does he speak of 30 pieces of

>silver, as Matthew claims (27:9)?  Was not Matthew in fact confusing

>Jeremiah with Zechariah (see Zech. 11:12-13)?

                               {REPLY}:

     This  is  quite possibly  a  Targumic  principle of combining  two

prophecies that contain elements of the other.  As we see in Jer.18:1-4

& 19:1-3 which are allusions with the Z'kharyah account.

     While it is also fact that the scrolls were bound in the 1st cent.

under the names of the major prophets, Yirmeyahu  heading the grouping,

and the minor prophets being bound with them, (so that the scrolls were

referred to by the name of the major prophet), -[which  would in itself

solve this difficulty if this is the case in the Gr. account],  we also

see in the very early Mishanic Hebrew version of Mattityahu 27:9:  

     Then was completed from the saying of Z'kharyah the prophet: And I

said unto them,  If it is  good in your  eyes multiply my wages, and if

not -forbear.  And they weighed for my wages  thirty pieces of  silver.

And then  said  YHVH  unto me:  Cast it to the potter. And this is from

the man who forms clay,

     Which give a third explication for this 'contention', which is now

shown to be no contention at all!

                             {OBJECTION}:

>Item 4:  Jesus himself seems to have been confused by Zechariah.  In

>Matt. 23:25, he informs us that Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, was

>murdered between the Temple and the alter.  Our Scriptures, however,

>tell a different story:  it was Zechariah, the son of Jehoida, who was

>slain by the altar  (2 Chron. 24:20-21), this in the days of the

>Judean king Joash.  There is no indication that the prophet Zechariah,

>son of Berechiah (Zech. 1:1), was similarly slain.

                               {REPLY}:

    This is very simple: both these individuals have the same name, and

their fathers have the same first name. Tanach lists the Zechariah that

was killed with the  name of his  grandfather  the famous  Jehoida, -[a

practice that was not unknown in Tanach], and so completely solves this

apparent difficulty.  (BTW... it is Mattityahu 23:35, not 25; and gives

the accounts of these murders, from Bereshit  unto II Devrai haYamim, &

so  follows  the Hebrew  order of the books, in  effect giving an Ahlef

-tahv, from the first to the last, for these murders in Tanach.)

                             {OBJECTION}:

>ITEM 5:  Was the Last Supper a Passover Seder (Matt. 26:17-20, Mk.

>14:12,Lk.22:7) or--rather--the day of preparation for the Passover

>(Jn. 19:14)?

                               {REPLY}:

   Yes, it was a Pesach Seder!  The word 'preparation' day in the Greek

is  a  specific term  for the "Erev Shabbat".   And so,  it was not the

preparation for the Pesach, but was the Erev-Shabbat -the "preperation"

of Shabbat - of the Pesach week.  -[Pesach:  a term also applied to the

entire seven day feast of Chag HaMatzot, both  in ancient writings  and

in  modern  terms.  [For  example  see: Ezekiel 45:21];  absolutely  no

difficulty at all!  -(for  further info  regarding this, one only needs

to read the discussion in; The Life And Times Of Jesus The Messiah,  by

Alfred Edersheim [Eerdmans] is they'd like.)

Folks, there are several more such examples in this file.  But I'd like

to point out, that these type of questions can be found in  any book on

Bible difficulties.  -[Of course, this  anti-missionary  group  has  an

axe  to grind, and so, presents their questions without any solutions].

But, I'd  like to point  out, that  in any Bible difficulty book, there

are  an  equal-to-greater  number of such questions concering the Torah

and Tanakh!   However,  I have no axe to grind,  and have  no desire to

paint  Torah nor Tanakh in such a light.  But it would seem to me, that

if  such contention is available for not  only the Brit HaChadashah, AS

WELL AS Tanakh,  that  one  would be one-sided to present the questions

concerning the New Covenant,  without addressing the solutions  to such

questions,  as well  as  failing  to  point out that  similar difficult

questions exist concerning the Tanach!

Since this file came with a commercial for the anti-mission group -Jews

for Judaism; here is my own in response:

We  who are observant Messianic Jews: observe Torah, and much halachah,

and are Zionists, and love and pray for the nation of  Israel,  and try

to always be good members of the Jewish community,  (as much as we  are

allowed, Oy!) We don't push our beliefs off on anyone, but simply state

what  we believe, and  believe that you should be allowed to  accept or

reject  what we say without pressure on one side or the other.  If  you

have had difficulties with certain "missionary" types, all I can say is

that this isn't the style of the mainstream M'shacheeym/Natzratim, & so

for that I'm sorry. But the main way we differ from the modern  Rabbi's

as a whole, is this:  we too await the Messiah...THE SECOND TIME!   -We

believe that Messiah ben-Yosef, -[as talked about both in Tanach and by

our Sages], has come in the person of Yeshua Messiah in the first cent.

and we await again His coming to Yerusalyaim, as Messiah Ben-David.

If you'd like to find out more about Messianic Judiasm, look up a local

Messianic Synagogue in your area.
May the shalom the Messiah of YHVH brings -find all those who search

for Him; and may those who truly wait for Him -hear His voice today.

                      Baruch haba b'Shem YHVH/Adonai.

                              ARTICLE III

On The Tri-Unity Of YHVH Elohim:

     The statement is often made in  Rabbinic Judaism,  that  "it"  has

never  held  to  any  idea of the  Tri-Unity of  YHVH  throughout  it's

course of history.   However,  (while admited, it has a minority stance

from the destruction of the Temple till modern days for the most part),

when one looks closely at all the available evidence, if one is  honest

with  themselves and  circumspect, one is  forced to conclude  that the

idea has indeed  found expression in various groups founded in  Judaism

throughout the last 20 centuries or so.

     Due  to the recent release of the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls, we see that

the  Qumran  community had developed a  Messianic outlook on the nature

of Messiah that in many ways was parallel to the  Natzratim/M'shacheeym

[M.J.'s] outlook, and that it was developed/developing at a time period

up to at least two centuries before the 'Common era' Ce/AD, [PAM43.236,

Eisenman &  Robinson,  facismile ed. #1272; PAM 43.587-588, #1534-1535;

The MelekTzedek Scroll; (BAR V18 #6) etc...].

     So that brings us up to the Natzratim/M'shacheeym:  Here we have a

movement that is  sprung from  2nd Temple period Judaism, that likewise

hold to the *Tri-Unity of YHVH from the 1st until the 7th Cent. AD,

(when they were either persecuted by the  "Church"  into  non-existance

outside of Israel,  or killed off during the  advance of the  Arabs  in

the 7th century).  *[eg: Discussions  {2}  in Talmud on the passage  in

Beresheet - "God  said: let  US make...," etc; Targum haB'sorah haTovah

Portion 1a par.d {composite from John 1} - (from 90 Ce/AD  and later)].

     During modern times, this idea is not only held by the  Natzratim/

M'shacheeym  Jews  [Messianics];  but by  the movement  that was  begun

by  Dr. Paul  Levertoff a  Chabbalistic Orthodox  Jew.
     There is  one thing in common though between these diverse groups,

they all appealed to a similar  peshitta  [simple understanding] on the

same  "Messianic passages" of Tanakh, and had a well developed concept,

(though  somewhat different in  specifics),  on the nature of  Messiah.

     [Further subjects of  research:  The  unity of the  Metatron  with

YHVH ; &  a  concept  of  parts  of a  "Tri-Unity"  understanding, such as in: Sefer Yezirah pp.49-50, MantuaEd.~R.Moses Butarili; pp.50 Mantua Ed; R. Moses Butarili on Sefer Yezirah, p.85, Col.1 Mantua Ed.ch.5 @ 1; Midrash Ecah (1:51) -(and various Midrashim on the "Messianic" portions of Tanakh);

The various Targumim, (especially Jonathan and Yerushalayim), on  their

expression of the  Memra; etc...,  for starters.   Also  interesting to

note:  Philo  Judaeus in  various places on the  Logos;  The  Sibylline

Oracles; Book of the Secrets of Enoch, @ page 81.  See  also:  Messiah,

A  Rabbinic  And  Scriptural  Viewpoint,  Burt  Yellin,  Published  by:

Congregation  Roeh  Israel  8556  E.  Warren  Ave.  Denver  Co.  80231.

(303)-337-6254;   "The  Great  Mystery, How Can Three Be One?" by Rabbi

Tzvi Nassi / Hirsch Prinz. - (available at the same address.)
 -!!Book review on THE MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT by Risto Santala!!-

                                 {SOURCE}:

         From: ljmorly@polaris.utu.fi (Laura Johanna M{...})

                      Date: 9 Jan 93 02:22:07 GMT

            Message-ID: <LJMORLY.93Jan8212207@polaris.utu.fi>

         THE MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT written by Risto Santala.

           Keren Ahvah Meshihit  P.O.Box 10382  Jerusalem, Israel

{...}  The  book was  first written in  Hebrew,  then  translated  into

Finnish, and now it has been translated into English. {...}

          3. The Messiah, the Mimra or 'Word' of God

     When looking at the Proto-Evangel we saw how the serpent of bronze

which Moses raised up in the wilderness was, according to the Wisdom of

Solomon, a "sign of salvation".  The  Targum  Jonathan  Ben Uzziel says

here that "He who turns his heart to YHVH/The-LORD's  Mimra will be spared".

Professor  Gottlieb  Klein identified  Metatron, used as an epithet for

the  Messiah, with  Yahweh's Mimra or 'Word'. In Klein's opinion it was

precisely  this Aramaic word which  gave the grounds to the belief that

Christ is "the Word or Logos of God become flesh".

     The  Jewish philosopher  Philo, who  lived about the  same time as

Jesus,  considered  the  Logos to be God' s delegate, his  emissary and

angel who "prays as High Priest before God on behalf of the world". [1]

The Mimra concept associated with God and his manifestations appear 596

times  in the Targums -- but not once in the Talmud. [2] Targum Onqelos

uses  the  word  179  times,  Targum  Yerushalmi  99  times, and Targum

Jonathan 321 times. Over half of these references to the Mimra approach

it as  if it were  "personified".  [3]  The absence of 'Mimra' from the

Talmud  may be a reaction to the first Christians' interpretation of it

as indicating Jesus.  But are  there really grounds  for  understanding

'Mimra' to mean the same as the New Testament's 'Logos'?

     In  answering  this question there is good reason to appeal to the

Rabbis'  way of  grading the old writings  according  to  their  source

value: "The Old Testament leads to the Targums, the Targums lead to the

Mishna,  the Mishna to  the Talmud, and so  on." [4] Proceeding in this

way the  Targums give earlier information on  the Rabbis' exegesis than

even the Mishna,  the oldest part of the Talmud.   Therefore, from  the

point of view of our subject,  it is worthwhile familiarizing ourselves

with  these roots of our  Christian  faith which are  concealed in  the

Targums.

     The Mimra appears in the Targums in the following contexts,  among

others:  On the creation of man in Gen. 1:27 the Targum says:  "And YHVH/The-LORD's  Mimra  created man"  (Targum Yerushalmi);  in Gen.  16:13 Hagar speaks  with  the  "angel of YHVH/The-LORD"  and "calls him YHVH’s/The-LORD's  Mimra" (Yer.); in  Gen.  22,  where  Abraham  speaks  with  the angel of YHVH/The-LORD, Who is  given the name "YHVH/The LORD's Mimra", and in v.8  "YHVH/The-LORD's  Mimra  himself  will provide  the lamb for the burnt offering" (Yer.); in Gen. 28:20  Jacob makes a vow  and says, "If YHVH/The-LORD's  Mimra will be  with me...  then YHVH/The-LORD's  Mimra will be my God"  (Onqelos); Gen. 15:6 in interpreted  by the  Targum as follows: "Abraham believed in YHVH/The-LORD's Mimra, and it was credited to him as righteousness" (Onq.); Along with the  giving of the Law in  Ex. 20:1  the Targum reads,  "And YHVH/The-LORD's Mimra spoke all these words" (Yer.).....

     [1] Gottlieb Klein's Sex foeredrag, p88

     [2] Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah I,

         pp46-48

     [3] Ibid vol II pp659-664

     [4] Sifrei Shoftim, piska 160a

-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!-

                             A Messianic Homily:

        As I was on a journey, I was blest by the Holy One - praised

             be He! - to hear the sages discuss a Great Mystery:

                       Of YHVH/HaShem in Tanakh it is said:

        Unto  thee  is  was  shown,  that thou mightest know that YHVH,

        He is Elohim; and there in none beside Him. - Deut. 4:35. There

        is  none  holy  as YHVH; for there is none beside Thee; neither

        is there any rock like our God. - 1Sam.2:2.

                     Yet, behold, the Midrashim declare:

        ...What is  the  Name of King Messiah?  To this answered  Rabbi

        Abba bar Kahana: YHVH/HaShem is His Name...- Midrash Echa 1:51.

             Not merely a  'form or part'  of the Divine Name,  but the

        very Divine Name - and that followed by His attribute.

                         Tanakh further declares:

        I Am YHVH, that is My Name;  and  My  Glory  will I not give to

        another, - Is. 42:8a.

                   But come and see, the Midrashim tell us:

        Rabbi Hann in the name of Rabbi Aha, continues the thought: God

        will  bestow a portion of His supernatural Glory on Messiah....

        - Midrash Tehillim on Ps.21:3.

             For  the  Sages  declared that this  Righteous  Branch  is

        HaMashiach.   And  as  a  branch is part of the  whole, but not

        the  totality of the whole - so  This  Branch  is  Part  of the

        Whole,  but not the  totality of the Whole.  And  again  Tanakh

        declares  YHVH / HaShem  brought  forth  Salvation  (Yeshua) by         

        His own Right Arm;  and as the  Targumim and Midrashim declare: 
        The Arm of YHVH/HaShem is HaMashiach.  And as the arm of man is 
        part of man, but not the totality of a man;  so the Arm of YHVH 
        is  Part of YHVH,  but  not  the  totality  of YHVH.  And  YHVH 

        /The-LORD  sent forth His Arm as Salvation to mankind - yet the 
        Tanakh declares that there is  Salvation  in  none  other  than 
        YHVH;  so  we  see  that  it  was  as  in  a glove, to veil the  
        Sh'khinah  from  the  eyes  of  men who could not bear it; even

        as Moshe veiled his face from the children of Israel.

                              ARTICLE IV

                    ALMAH -or- BETULAH = VIRGIN?

 -!!Book review on JEWISH NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY by David H. Stern!!-

 [Material from the commentary not in this review indicated by: {...}]

                   MATTITYAHU (MATTHEW) 1:23, pg. 6-7:

THE VIRGIN WILL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON.  This verse introduces a major

controversy  concerning  the  use  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  in  the  New

Testament. {...} objections which non-Messianic Jews and other skeptics

often make to Mattityahu's quoting  Isaiah 7:14b in  this verse,  along

with Messianic Jewish replies.

     {...}  In  fact,  Isaiah 7:14a,  immediately preceding the portion

quoted,  reads, "Therefore The-Lord himself will give you a sign."  The

Hebrew  word  for  sign  ("`OT")  means  an  extraordinary  event  that

demonstrates  and calls attention to  God's direct involvement in human

affairs. {...}

     (2)  OBJECTION:  Isaiah,  in using the  Hebrew word "`ALMAH,"  was

referring  to a  "young woman";  had he meant  "virgin"  he  would have

written "B'tulah."

     REPLY:  "`ALMAH"  is  used seven times in the Hebrew Bible, and in

each  instance  it either  explicitly means  a virgin  or  implies  it,

because  in the  Bible "`ALMAH"  always refers to an unmarried woman of

good reputation.   In  Genesis 24:43  it  applies to  Rebecca,  Isaac's

future  bride,  already  spoken  of in  Genesis 24:16 as a B'TULAH.  In

Exodus 2:8 it describes the infant Moshe's older sister Miryam, a nine-

year-old girl  and  surely a virgin.  (Thus the name of Yeshua's mother

recalls  this  earlier  virgin.)  The  other  references are  to  young

maidens  being  courted (Proverbs 30:19) and virgins of the royal court

(Song of Songs 1:3,  6:8).  In  each case  the context requires a young

unmarried woman of good reputation, i.e., a virgin.

   Moreover, Mattityahu here is quoting from the  Septuagint, the first

of the  TANAKH into  Greek.   More than two centuries before Yeshua was

born, the  Jewish translators of the  Septuagint chose the  Greek  word

"PARTHENOS"  to  render  "`ALMAH."   "PARTHENOS"  unequivocally   means

"VIRGIN."   This  was  long  before  the  New Testament made the matter

controversial.

   The  most  famous  medieval  Jewish  Bible commentator, Rabbi Shlomo

Yitzchaki ("Rashi," 1040-1105), who determinedly opposed Christological

interpretation of the TANAKH, nevertheless wrote on Isaiah 7:14: {...}*

   Also  in his comment  on  Song of Songs 1:3 Rashi  explains that

   "`ALAMOT" (the plural of "`ALMAH") means  "B'TULOT" ("virgins").

   Michael Rydelnik, a Hebrew Christian, writes,

     "Cyrus Gordon,  a greatly respected Jewish scholar  who does not

     believe  in the virgin birth,  holds that the  cognate languages

     demonstrate  that in  Isaiah 7:14  ALMAH  should  be  translated

     'virgin' (see JOURNAL OF BIBLE AND RELIGION, XXI,2 [April 1953],

     p. 106)."  (THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, June 1987, p. 18)*

   The  Bible  itself  shows us  how we  can know  when  an `ALMAH is a

virgin.   Rivkah  is  called  an `ALMAH at Genesis 24:43, but it can be

deduced from  Genesis 24:16  ("Neither had any man known her") that she

was a virgin.   In the same way,  we know that the  `ALMAH Miryam was a

virgin from  Lk 1:34, where she asks the angel how she can be pregnant,

"since I am a virgin?"

   A  possible reason  for  Isaiah's using the word "`ALMAH" instead of

B'TULAH  is  that in  Biblical (as opposed to later) Hebrew,  "B'TULAH"

does not always unambiguously mean "virgin," as we learn from Joel 1:8:

"Lament  like a  B'TULAH girded  with sackcloth for the  husband of her

youth."  Deuteronomy 22:19 speaks of a woman after her wedding night as

a B'TULAH.

     (3) OBJECTION: In Isaiah the context (vv. 10-17) shows that Isaiah

was  predicting as a sign to King Achaz that before the `ALMAH's as yet

unconceived  and unborn  child would be  old enough to  choose good and

refuse evil, Syria and the Northern Kingdom would lose their kings, and

Assyria would attack Judah.   This prophecy was fulfilled in the eighth

century B.C.E.   Therefore the prophet was not predicting an event some

700 years in the future.

     REPLY  (for which I am  grateful  to the  Jewish  believer  Arnold

Fruchtenbaum):  On  the  contrary, the  context,  which includes all of

Isaiah 7,  not just eight verses, shows that the "sign" of v.14 was not

for King Achaz, who is referred to as "you" (singular) in vv.11 and 16-

17,  but  for  the  entire  "House of David,"  mentioned  in  v.13, and

referred to as "you" (plural) in vv.13-14.

   The  sign  for  Achaz was that before the NA'AR ("child," at least a

toddler,  never  a  newborn  baby)  should  know how to choose good and

refuse  evil,  the  events  of  vv.16b-17  would occur.  This child was

Isaiah's son  Sh'ar-Yashuv (v.3), who was with him as he prophesied and

at  whom  he was  probably  pointing, not the son (Hebrew BEN) of v.14.

This  leaves  v.14  to  provide  a sign  to the  whole  House of David,

including  all the descendants of David from that time onward until the

prophecy should be fulfilled - which  it was by  Yeshua's virgin birth.

{...}

The above was taken from: Jewish New Testament Commentary,  written by:

David H. Stern.  Copyright @ 1992, David H. Stern.  All rights reserved

  (over 1,000 pages)  Published by: Jewish New Testament Publications

        Post Office Box 1313, Clarksville, Maryland 21029, USA

                        Telephone (410) 764-6144
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                      First edition, 5,000 copies
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  [*] - Material not included in, but related to Stern's Commentary:

                 *RASHI IN MIKRA'OT G'DOLOT ON IS. 7:14:

...Chizkiyahu  nomar  va"a  (veacherim  omrim)  sheharei  ksheat'  mone

shanotav  timtze shenolad Chizkiyah lifnei malchut aviv 9 shanim veyesh

potrin SHEZE HAOT SHEALMAH HAITA VE'EINA REUYAH LIVALED.

...Hezekiah  and  others  say that  when you count his years you'll see

that  Hezekiah was  born 9 years before his fathers reign and there are

those who think that the sign is that the girl is VIRGIN AND CAN'T GIVE

BIRTH.

    *ON ISAIAH 7:14 [pg. 35] "THE YOUNG WOMAN. Hebrew HA'ALMAH means an

adolescent  woman,  one of  marriageable  age.  [...]  The  Hebrew  for

'virgin'  is  BETHULAH,  though ALMAH too sometimes bears this meaning.

(ISAIAH  Soncino  Books  Of  The  Bible; Editor: Rev. Dr. A. Cohen M.A.

Ph.D.,  D.H.L.  by The Rev. Dr. I. W. Slotki, M.A., Litt.D.  Revised by

Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg  The  Soncino Press London - New York @ 1983 ISBN

0-900689-28-5)

    *(Cyrus Gordon -Journal of Bible and Religion, vol 21, no.2,p.106):

Ever  since the publication of the  Revised Standard  Version there has

been a storm of debate over the translation of  '`almah' in Isaiah 7:14

as  "young woman" instead of the King James "virgin." The commonly held

view that "virgin" is Christian, whereas "young woman" is Jewish is not

quite  true.  The fact is that  the  Septuagint,  which is  the  Jewish

translation made in pre-Christian Alexandria, takes  '`almah'  to  mean

"virgin"   here.    Accordingly,  the   New  Testament  follows  Jewish

interpretation in Isaiah 7:14.

     *See: HaYerushalayim Tanakh, Koren-Publ., (the official version of

the Knesset btw), at Shir Hashirim 1:3 @ the English portion, -where it

translates the plural of almah as VIRGINS; for one more example.

-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!-

                               ARTICLE V

       Messiah must have come before the 2nd Temple was destroyed!

   (This is only an outline, & not a complete study on this subject.)

       The first part was extracted & based, on a chapter from the

                            book called:

                Y'shua - The Jewish Way To Say Jesus.

                         [read Daniel 9:24-26]

Hebrew  word  for  weeks here is Shavuah=period of seven, [could mean 7

of anything], but in context and external evidence regarding the entire

book  of  Daniel, we understand it is 7 years.  Now 70x7=490 years, the

word  authorizing  the re-building of the Jerusalem, probally refers to

edict  of Artaxerxes  in aprox. 445 b.c.e.   That  being the case, this

brings  us to the first half of the first Century AD.  If a year of 360

days  is used, [as also employed that cent. b.c.e.],  Messiah will come

173,880  days  after Artaxerxes' decree,  because the 69 weeks of vs.25

= 480,  then multiply  by 360 [480x360=173,880] taken  in  passage  as,

7weeks 3score and 2weeks,  rather  than breaking it up @ above.  Artex.

decree  was  [March 14, 445 B.C.], because  the  1st day of Nisan [Neh.

2:1-6] fell  on March 14, 445 BC, according  to  Royal Observ. @ Green-

wich England. [Anderson takes the  imprecise 'in month of Nisan'  to be

the first day,  due to the Mishnah on the "computation  of the reign of

kings and for festivals'.   Anderson  set Yeshua's entry into Jerusalem

as  April  6th 32 AD,  due  to Lukes  account  as the  beginning of His

ministry in the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, who's  reign

began  in 14 AD, most  agree that Yeshua's  ministry continued 3 years,

which  brings  us to 32 AD. [Jn.12:1], Yeshua  went  to  Bethany 6 days

before Pesach and He entered Jerusalem the next day,[Nisan 14, -5 days]

which accord. to Royal Obser. was @ Thurs. April 10,32 AD...[then whole

bunch of facts] brings us to Sun. April 6th AD.  which is 477 years and

24 days by the Julian calen..  But deduct one year as there was no year

0 [1 BC-1 AD] that gives 476 divided by 4 = 119, which is 173,883 days

But  Julian calen. off  by the solar of 1/128th, thus  every 128th leap

year  [3x during 483 years, so -3 days],  Then...70  weeks less one for

the time around Jacob's trouble, [Dan.], brings us up to the day!*

                                {end}

*Which  if you'll note in the passage,  [and Rabbinic commentary too, a

sampling  of which follows], Mashiach had to be 'cut-off' while the 2nd

Temple  still stood.  Also, interesting  to note, from  the above  time

reached in  the Daniel  account, is the Talmudic account  that the cord

on the Scape-goat on Yom Kippur  failed to turn  from red to   white as

it always had, and  that  the western  minorah would not  stay lit, and

the Temple door would swing open of it's own accord, [a huge door BTW].

  I have examined and searched all the Holy Scriptures, and have not

  found the time for coming of Messiah, clearly fixed, except in the

  words of Gabriel  to  the prophet Daniel, which are written in the

  ninth chapter of the prophecy ofDaniel." R.Moses Abraham Levi.

        Kings shall not cease, nor rulers from the house of

        Judah, nor sapherim teaching the Law from his seed,

        till the time that the King The Messiah shall come,

        Who will arise from Yehudah.   How beauteous is the

        King,  The  Messiah  Who  will  arise from Yehudah.

        -Targum Palestine, Gen.49:10.

From what has been said you will perceive  that Shiloh, The Messiah,

was  to  appear  whilst  Judah  was a  distinct  tribe,  having  its

genealogies, and  its  magistrates,  scribes, lawyers and expounders

of God's Laws.  But it is an undeniable fact that Tribe of Judah, as

well as all the other tribes, has lost its genealogies for more than

seventeen hundred years & therefore the Messiah must  have appeared,

or the prediction is false. To assert the latter would be blasphemy;

to deny the former is unreasonable.  -R. Frey

     Also  there is  Rabbinic commentary that pinpoints the destruction

of the  Temple to the time in Daniel's Prophecy; Rabbinic writings that

state that Messiah  HAD  to  come before the destruction of the Temple;

and that one  was 'forbidden' any longer, (after the destruction of the

Temple), to calculate the time in  Daniel, - as that time  has come and

gone, and still Messiah has not {?} appeared; ect....

     Interesting subject to pursue; and this brief outline has not done

the subject justice.

     [NOTE: Sometimes the Rabbinic community  will present the argument

     that a  360 day, (used that  century in Babylon: 360 o's in an arc

     and a year,  and one which  Daniel himself  would  have  been most

     familiar with, being raised in that land), rather  than a Biblical

     Judaic  calendar, (aligned  with the solar year  with  Adar II, to

     365 1/4 days), causes the calculations to be invalid.  While it is

     interesting that the 360 day year does lead to the  exact day  and

     year that's generally accepted for when Yeshua Messiah died;  even

     if  one  employed a  solar year,  or the Biblical Judaic calendar,

     to the dates in question:  one will note that they still lead into

     the midst of the week-year that is the criterion for the prophecy!

     Who else in all of Israel's history  before the destruction of the

     Temple, was not only  proclaimed Messiah by a  significant portion

     of the population of Israel;  but also was a Light to the goyim, -

     bringing  knowledge  of  YHVH  to  the  nations, during this week-

     year proclaimed to Daniel by the angel?

                     None other than Yeshua HaMashiach!]

                              ARTICLE VI

                         {OBJECTION source}:

GF> Date: 25 Jan 93 00:30:13 GMT

GF> Message-ID: <1jvcalINNouf@msuinfo.cl.msu.edu>

                            [ON ISAIAH 53]

                             {OBJECTION}:

 GF> commentators feel that it refers to the Jewish people as a whole.

                               {REPLY}:

Yes;  and many  MORE  Jewish commentators, (of the more ancient),  feel

that it refers to  The  Suffering Messiah  ben-Yosef.  That has already

been established on this news-groups.

                             {OBJECTION}:

 GF> ...Isaiah 53 that the Jews will bear the iniquity of the world.

                               {REPLY}:

I  don't  have a problem with you coming on  here and trying  to  prove

that  Is. 53 relates to Israel - IF - you don't have a problem admiting

that  a  great many of the  Rabbis acknowledge that  Is. 53 refers to a

"Person" - and that "One" is the Suffering Messiah; - agreed?

                             {OBJECTION}:

 GF> The Jewish G-d does not recieve pleasure from inflicting people.

                               {REPLY}:

...At that time God will tell Messiah all that will happen to Him.  The

sins of the souls of the ones who are with Thee under My throne will in

the generation of  Messiah bend Thee down under a yoke of iron and Thou

make  Thee  like a calf whose eyes are dimmed because of  pain and  Thy

Spirit  will be  pressed as with a  yoke; Because of the sins of  these

souls;  Thy tongue shall cleave to the  roof of  Thy mouth.   Art  Thou

willing to suffer these things?   Messiah will ask  (God),  will  these

sufferings last many years?  God answers Him: I swear... that they will

last  for one week only.   If Thou  dost regret it I will  banish their

sinful  souls right away!  Messiah  answered,  With joy in My soul  and

gladness  in  My  heart, I take upon Me these sufferings that no one in

Israel  might perish,  both the living and those that are buried in the

dust  of the earth, and all the souls  from the First Adam  even  until

now...  During the  week (of years) when the  Son of David, the Messiah

comes,  they will bring  iron bars and put them on  His neck until  His

height is  bent low and  He cries, and weeps so that  His voice ascends

even to the sky.  And He (Messiah) will say: Master of the Universe, is

then My power and My Spirit unlimited, even My limbs and My soul?  Am I

not flesh and blood?  It is because of this  future ordeal  that  David

(prophetically)  wept,  saying  My strength is dried up like a potsherd

[Psalms 22:7]. At this hour, God will say to Him, Ephraim, My Righteous

Messiah,  didst  Thou not agree before the creation to this?   Now  let

Your sorrows be as  My own sorrows....  At that Messiah answers, Now is

My  Spirit calmed  for  'It  is enough for  a servant  to be  like  his

master.'     Pesikta Rabbati [(Piska 36:142) / Yalkut on Isaiah 60:1-2]

                             {OBJECTION}:

 GF> ...in Judaism one man cannot die for the sins of another. ...

                               {REPLY}:

LUCHOTH HABBERITH (242a):   He  (the Messiah) will give Himself and His

life over unto death, and His blood will atone for His people.

ZEBACHIM (6a):  Surely atonement can only be made with the blood, as it

says, 'For it is the blood that maketh atonement by reason of the life'

-[Leviticus 17:11]. (See also Yoma (5a))

                             {OBJECTION}:

 GF> ...why wasn't he killed by the Kohanim on the altar in G-d's house

                               {REPLY}:

If  memory serves me  correctly; the  Pesach sacrifice was the only one

that  was given apart from the Cohanim - and done by the 'heads' of the

families,  (showing the  meaning of  the entire house of  Israel);  and

the first time was allowed outside of the  gate/[Temple], as  it was so seen  with the  account of  the first  Pesach/Passover.  And  it was  a  "symbolic" and Spiritual sacrifice; not "the" literal/physical Passover  sacrifice  during  that  1st  Cent. Pesach anyway.   The yearly  Pesach sacrifice  was  given  Spiritually, for the physical remembering of  an actual prior physical deliverance; and the Spiritual Sacrifice was done once  physically,  for  the  actual  <s>piritual deliverance of mankind eternally.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE:  There have  been  MANY  false  "messiahs" in Judaism's  history;

from: Bar-Kochabba  being  falsely  proclaimed  so by  Rabbi Akiva,  on

through  Shabbaton  Tzvi, and R. Frank, ect....  More  recently we  see

the  same  concerning  the  Rebbe from  Brooklyn, who many  Rabbis  are

proclaiming as the Messiah.  One needs to seriously ask themselves  the

following question:

     If the Rabbis  have been misled a  dozen or so  times throughout

     history in  proclaiming individuals as the "Messiah"; what makes

     us think that we can seriously  listen to them when they tell us

     that Yeshua "isn't" the Messiah?!  ...After all, they don't have

     the best track record!

Consider  one more thing:  though  all  of  those false "messiahs" have

come and gone in Judaism; ONLY Yeshua, the one true Messiah, has always

been  steadily considered by a portion of the Jewish people down though

the  centuries as being the  "Suffering Messiah",  (Messiah ben-Yosef).

And according to one Rabbinic source:

                     The Inter Mountain Jewish News,

     (Denver Colo., April 1991), the Council of Jewish Federation's

     survey,  stated that  12%  of all  ethnic  American  Jews were

     "Christian",   with   6%   Protestant,  5%  Catholic,  and  1%

     unspecified.

          These figures  didn't  include the  250,000+  Messianic  Jews

     world-wide, Jewish Believers in Gentile Christian Churches  across

     the world, nor the large amount of both Ethiopian and Russian Jews

     who are Believers in Yeshua HaMashiach, - which would have put the

     percentages even higher.

***********************************************************************

                         {OBJECTION source}:

_Area:96_Subj: Messianic Jews

                           {REPLY source}:

_Area:96_Midrash BBS; Denver, Colo. _Subj: Messianic Jews

                         {REPLY statement}:

 >     Unless one takes the Rabbinic view that the Talmud, being an

 >     extention of the Oral Torah, was transmitted at Sinai, and

 >     therefore the idea of a 'Person' of Messiah was not just a

 >     progressive development, but rather of a Divine origion.  Of

 >     course personally I'd take that view, but from a somewhat

 >     different means.

                             {OBJECTION}:

 RF> First of all, you claim to reject Rabbinic authority, and then you

 RF> quote it? Strange.

                               {REPLY}:

     Now, (while I have heard "some" Messianic Jews express views along

     this  line), you should know that I've never  said  that I  reject

     "Rabbinic authority" out of hand, or completely.  I've  stated  my

     position on the matter several times, - but once again:

          My/(our) approach to the halachah and the transmission of the

     power of the Sanhedrin to the sages of Israel goes without saying.

     Yeshua Himself said such, when He, (speaking about the Sanhedrin &

     sages), said: ...they sit in the seat of Moshe, (and to) listen to

     what they say, - but not to follow their example, [paraphrased]; -

     (which is in line with even Talmudic statements that state many of

     the P'rushim, and the Tz'dukim, and the general population itself,

     was corrupt in the generation right before & up to the destruction

     of  the  Temple).  And  so  our  stance, (to  illustrate from your

     perspective), runs from Conservative to Orthodox.  Some {MJ's} are

     more  Orthodox  when  approaching  the  halachah,  some  are  more

     Conservative,  and then again some are more Reform, - but  not too

     many {MJ's} reject it outright and totally.

          In the areas  that we disagree  with the  halachah rulings of

     the  sages,  we would appeal to what you might regard as a type of

     "Karaite" stance.   We view the Tanach as the final authority, and

     ourselves make a 'halachaic' type ruling if we feel there has been

     a digression  from the  Written  Torah  in certain opinions of the

     Rabbis.  You see,  the  Conservatives  feel  they  have a right to

     interpret  regarding  their  current condition, (of course some of

     the Orthodox feel  too  much  so),  and so do the M'shacheeym.  We

     consider that not only as Jewish folks of the House of Israel, but

     as  empowered  by Messiah Himself, we've been given the ability to

     bind/loose - permit/refuse  for ourselves.  In that we believe we,

     as a body, have  been  empowered  by  HaMashiach  with  power  and

     authority, - even as an earthly Sanhedrin empowered from on High.

          Now  of course,  you won't recognise  this nor agree with it;

     but regardless, that is the way we believe.

          So..., on some matters we will agree,  on some we won't.  But

     the  issue  to us/(me) is  not so  much  the  external  things  of

     Observance, (which things  we could argue  on here  till  our PC's

     gave out :-), but  rather the internal things of the heart.  Or as

     our Messiah expressed  it, cleanse  first what is in the cup, then

     worry about  the external  surface of  the cup. [paraphrased]  You

     see, I'm  not  quite as  concerned about  if you've chewed off the

     excess of  your tzitzit with your teeth, (...and what if a man has

     no teeth :-), as  I am with  the love  of  YHVH and the Light of

     HaMashiach, - that it be in our heart(s).

                             {OBJECTION}:

 >  RF> In general, I would say that it is just plain stupid to pick

 >  RF> apart the allegorical nature of Hebrew to interpret things in

 >  RF> ways never meant.

                               {REPLY}:

 >      However that is the very thing we see even the Rabbi's doing in

 >      Talmud, ...read it not thus, but rather read it..., (for but

 >      one example somewhat along those lines).

                             {OBJECTION}:

RF> No, we do not.   What we see in the Talmud is discussions and

RF> arguments and a recognition that language changes and perspective

RF> is influenced by experience and history.

                               {REPLY}:

     No, that is not what I meant.   It is obvious that when the Rabbis

     say such things as: ...read it not "builders" (which the Masoretic

     text clearly says) but rather  read it  "children"..., and then go

     on to illustrate  that the children  are the 'guards' of the city;

     that they are 'picking apart the allegorical  nature of Hebrew' to

     illustrate  all sorts  of  things, the  sages are famous for that.

     But the problem is not that allegories exist, that is a given; the

     problem  exists when  some would  come up with allegories that are

     not  in  balance with  ALL  of Written Scripture.  And for that we

     would need to look at each allegory on a case by case basis.  Life

     itself  contains  somewhat  of  an  allegory;  and  the Spiritual/

     Heavenly  is   often  shadowed  and  typed  in  even  our  mundane

     experiences and daily events.  But I've heard good allegories, and

     bad, - we all have.

                             {OBJECTION}:

 >  RF> The references to Moshiakh ben Yosef and Moshiakh ben David

 >  RF> most probably relate to states of the Jewish Nation, not to any

 >  RF> one individual.

                               {REPLY}:

 >     While that is the "modern" approach by the majority of Rabbinic

 >     Judaism, in particular the Reform and Conservative movements,

 >     nevertheless, we do see that the Orthodox approach to HaMashiach

 >     is one of an individual-Messiah, (verses a non-personal-messiah

                             {OBJECTION}:

RF> Not a modern approach at all.  It can be found in discussions of

RF> the Saadia Gaon, Maimonides, Moshe Luzzatto, and others, all dead

RF> for quite a while, Bill.

                               {REPLY}:

     Let me  clarify, (lest you  think that I'm  attempting to say that

     this idea of Israel being the Suffering Servant sprung up  in only

     this century):  Now days if one were to ask the average Reform, or

     Conservative, (& even a few Orthodox), Jew or even Rabbi: Who/what

     does Isaiah 53 speak about, almost 100% would respond with Israel,

     the  Suffering  Servant.  That is what is usually taught, (even by

     Rabbinic  Jews on  this net :-).  But while  we do see that notion

     being spoken  of in ancient writings of the sages, when we look at

     some of  the earliest Rabbinic commentaries on Is. 53, we see that

     the  Sages considered  it  almost without  question as being about

     a  personal Messiah, - the Suffering Messiah ben-Yosef.   And some

     went  so far as  to state  that the Rabbi's before them had always

     spoken of it as referring to a personal Messiah, - HaMashiach ben-

     Yosef.  Amos W.  who  used to post here, an Orthodox semi-scholar,

     (& Lubavitcher I think), never agreed much with us, but  one thing

     he DID agree with, is that Is. 53 spoke of a personal Messiah; NOT

     Israel the servant.  Even the Encyclopedia Judaica states that the

     idea  of a  personal Messiah  developed  during the time period of

     Isaiah.  (which I agree was  revealed "more" from that time period

     on; - but I believe it existed before this however).

          btw...  The  Tanakh  is  beautiful.  It  is complex enough to

     employ  the  most  intelligent  scholar  for  a  lifetime  in It's

     intricacy; yet simple enough to speak to a small child!  But it is

     not the private property of "scholars".

          But  if you  think  I'm "stupid" for my beliefs, at least I'm

     in good company :-)

                           {REPLY statement}:

 >      So then why do you think (for example) the Lubavitcher

 >      movement have retained, (and in fact expanded as of late), so

 >      much on the idea of a individual/personal Messiah, if that idea

 >      is, (in your opinion), wrong and misguided?

                             {OBJECTION}:

 RF> Who says they have?  They say they are waiting for Messiah (as per

 RF> the tfila), and I say it daily as well.   The person who might

 RF> represent such a period or event, I don't know.  No one does. 

                               {REPLY}:

Of  course,  various  public  articles of late and TV spots are quoting

more  and  more of  the Lubavitcher  group  as  saying  the Rebbe  from

Brooklyn  is  the  "suffering messiah", since  he  had his  stroke  and

recovered, and  anticipate  his move to Israel as the Baal Shem Tov, to

bring in the appearance of Messiah Ben-David. (Of course I don't agree,

besides, - he wasn't even born in  Beit-Lechem! :-)  No real disrespect

intended; as  a  matter  of fact I have more respect for that branch of

Judaism  in that  regard, when it comes to some of their conclusions on

what Tanakh is declaring about HaMashiach, (which runs parallel in some

{but not all} cases to Natzratim [MJ's] views on that subject).

                             {OBJECTION}:

 RF> That's why I say it is utterly foolish to ascribe to the Christian

 RF> notion that Jesus, someone who died failing to bring any of the

 RF> effects that the Messianic Times were to be, could even remotely

 RF> have been Messiah.

                               {REPLY}:

There is no real "job description" of HaMashiach ben-Yosef,  other than

to come and die, in Rabbinic lit..  The times of shalom, ect., upon the

earth  that  you  keep speaking of, do not occur until the revealing of

HaMashiach  Ben-David.  Therefore, to  be  honest, one  would not fault

the  One  who  appears as  The Suffering Messiah for not completing the

job-description  of  The  Messiah  Ben-David,  since  in  a  variety of

Rabbinic writings the two are seperated and defined as two appearings.

     Though you  personally  don't  hold to these things, does not make

them  invalid, nor  "stupid".  Such expressions on your part concerning

our  beliefs  are  your  subjective  opinion,  and  do  nothing  toward

fostering understanding, or even truthful discussion.

                             {OBJECTION}:

 RF> And it is even more laughable when the Christian caught in the

 RF> contradiction says, "oh no, Jesus was Messiah ben Joseph, but

 RF> Messiah ben David will be Messiah", as if postulating that in some

 RF> strange manner that the guy that screwed up once will come back

 RF> thousands of years later magically as a different person to be

 RF> recognized as Messiah when he does things right.

 RF> It's less believable than Santa Claus to anyone not already

 RF> committed to believing it.

                               {REPLY}:

     We do not see a contradiction.  The writings of the sages say that

     Messiah ben-Yosef comes and dies; and Messiah Ben-David then comes

     and  reigns.  We  say  the  same, (though  the  time  elements are

     different -{however: the  Rabbis don't agree on the time either in

     Talmud}), and so also with the circumstances of His death -{though

     the  Natzratim stance is that  HaMashiach died  during the  War of

     Light  and  darkness, - much  in  the  same  way  that  the Qumran

     community viewed it}, and in these then we agree with them.

          But when  Messiah comes,  (again),  it will not be a laughing

     matter,  as it  is written that  He will  dry the tears from every

     eye.  I only hope you are found crying for the same reasons that I

     am!

          santa claus is a man-made pagan myth. But The Ruach of Yeshua

     HaMashiach abides in the garden of my heart.  He is far more  real

     than your keyboard!

                             {OBJECTION}:

 RF> But the greatest "artists" at taking Hebrew allegory and trying to

 RF> make it fit predetermined belief are the Christian World's

 RF> theologians.

                               {REPLY}:

     I  wouldn't  bet  on that.  While  I  have heard some  really  bad

     allegories on  certain issues  from the  gentile-Christian  camps,

     (on such things as: spiritual-Israel, replacement-theology, ect.);

     many of the Rabbi's of Talmud could have given them a good run for

     their money in a foot race :-)

                          {REPLY statement}:

 >   ...the Sages considered it almost without question as being about

 >   a personal Messiah - the Suffering Messiah ben-Yosef.  And some

 >   went so far as to state that the Rabbi's before them had always

 >   spoken of it as referring to a personal Messiah - HaMashiach

                             {OBJECTION}:

 RF> ... There is no evidence to show that at all.

                               {REPLY}:

  Then the "scholarly" Amos W. was in error  when he told  all of us

  this  on  this  net?, and  likewise, the  English  translators  of

  Rabbinic lit. were misguided and in error, when they tell us this?

     - (Having 'missed' the linguistic implications no doubt :-)

[For example, on Is. 52:13 various Rabbi's state as much]: R. Moses El-

Sheikh - I  may  remark then, that  our Rabbis with one voice interpret

it of  the King  Messiah., ...many have explained it of the Messiah. R.

Abraham  Ibn  Ezra (see Sota 1,  and Midrash Tanchuma @ loc.),  ect...,

or: on the Midrashim on Is. 53:3 - Our Rabbis with one voice accept and

affirm the  opinion that the  prophet  is here speaking of The-Messiah.

R. Moshe El-Sheikh, (and  in part  so says): R. Sa'akyah Ibn Danan, and

a whole bunch of like quotes. - And remember:  Amos W. already verified

on here to us that this was indeed the case on this issue,  even though

he didn't like Messianic Jews.  I think part of the problem is that I'm

a Messianic Jew.  (I have little doubt, that if you and the Lubavicher-

minded Amos W. were discussing this issue,  you'd perhaps say something

on the order of:  '...while I don't agree with you as to  Is. 53  being

about  a  personal  Messiah, - and that  this was the conclusion of the

majority  of  the  Sages;  yet  I recognise your view as valid Judaicly

speaking.'  However,  that  is most difficult for you to go this far in

speaking to a Messianic Jew! ...am I right? :-)

                             {OBJECTION}:

 RF> I think you're starting with a premise - about Jesus - and then

 RF> trying to read that into Jewish literature, and that's the

 RF> problem.

                               {REPLY}:

     No more than you  are in a starting premise that  Yeshua isn't the

     Messiah,  and  are  reading  that into  Jewish  literature.  Since

     if 'modern' Rabbinic Judaism isn't {?} an anti-polemic development

     AGAINST  Yeshua, - then  it  should be 'neutral'  to  that  issue.

     Hence, I'm not attempting to  100% "prove"  from  Rabbinic sources

     they  are  concluding that Yeshua is the Messiah, - that would not

     quite work, - (unless  there  were  a portion  of Rabbi's that did

     believe that  Yeshua is the Messiah, - and  I  don't  think  you'd

     concure :-), - but rather: I  am giving  an apologia in regards to

     the Messianic stance regarding our Messianic "peshitta" of Tanakh,

     and  showing, (for the sake of mutural-understanding), where there

     is  agreement between  the Rabbinic  interpretations of HaMashiach

     and the MJ stance, (or where there is overlap), - to show that the

     Messianic  development  of  its  views  of Messiah, is not totally

     outside  of  Judiac  thought, (even  though that contention is oft

     expressed,  even   on  this  net).  This  I  think  we  have  been

     successful in doing :-)

                              ARTICLE VII

!! Yochanan 1; Gospel composite Harmony, ancient Aramaic @90 Ce/AD:  !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||       BERESHEET ~  In The Beginning was The Word (&) He was       ||

|| "==== The Davar. And He, The Word, was with Elohim; and He, \\ \\ ||

|| // || The Word, was Elohim.       A Voice who was the Memra  \\/ `||

|| \\ || and also Mashiach (Who) is the Memra and (the) Speech //\\  ||

||_// || of YHVH.    This One was In The Beginning with Elohim \| \\ ||

||       -(thus)-   from the beginning with His Father He was.       ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!Targum haB'sorah haTovah Portion 1a par.d, Gospel composite reading!!
                            !~!~!~!~!~!~!~!

                             ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

   The following is a collection of Biblical, Rabbinic, and various

            Judaic quotes on: The Divine Nature Of Messiah:

!!             DEAD SEA SCROLLS 4Q521 @ aprox. 100 BC:               !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||       The Heavens and the earth will obey His Messiah, the        ||

|| "==== sea and all that is in them.  He will not turn aside  \\ \\ ||

|| // || from the commandment of the Holy Ones. Take strength   \\/ `||

|| \\ || in His mighty work, all you who seek The-Lord.  Will  //\\  ||

||_// || you not find The-Lord in this, all you who wait (for  \| \\ ||

||       Him) with hope in your hearts?  Surely The Lord will        ||

||       seek out the pious,  and will call the  righteous by        ||

||       name.  His  Spirit  will hover over the poor; by His        ||

||       might will He restore the faithful.  He will glorify        ||

||       the  pious on the throne of the eternal Kingdom.  He        ||

||       will release the captives, make the blind see, raise        ||

||       up the  downtrodden.  Forever  I will cleave to  Him        ||

||       against  the  powerful,  and  I  will  trust  in His        ||

||       lovingkindness and in His goodness forever. His holy        ||

||       Messiah will not be slow in coming.  And  as for the        ||

||       wonders that are not the  work of The-Lord, when He,        ||

||       (Messiah),  comes  then  He  will  heal  the   sick,        ||

||       resurrect the dead,  and  to  the poor announce glad        ||

||       tidings. [... He  will  lead the  Holy Ones, He will        ||

||       shepherd  them.  He  will  do ... and all of it ...]        ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!     Biblical Archaeology Review Vol.18 Num.6 nov/dec 92 pg.62     !!

!! DEAD SEA SCROLLS 4Q246 Aramiac "Son of God" text @ aprox 100 BC   !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||       He shall be called the Son of Elohim;  they will call       ||

|| "==== Him Son of The Most High ... He  will judge the earth \\ \\ ||

|| // || in righteousness ... and every nation will  bow  down  \\/ `||

|| \\ || to Him ... with (God's)  help  He  will make war, and //\\  ||

||_// || ... Elohim will give  all the peoples into his power. \| \\ ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!! BAR v.18 #6; PAM 43.236; Eisenman & Robinson, facismile ed. #1272 !!

!!          DEAD SEA SCROLLS 4QAaron A @ aprox 100 BC                !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||       His (the Messianic Priest's) wisdom will be great. He       ||

|| "==== will  make  atonement  for  all  the children  of His \\ \\ ||

|| // || generation  ...  His  Word  shall  be  as the Word of  \\/ `||

|| \\ || Heaven ("Heaven" is a circumlocution  for  "God") and //\\  ||

||_// || His teaching shall be according to the  will  of God. \| \\ ||

||              His eternal sun shall burn brilliantly.              ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!BAR v.18#6; PAM 43.587-588; Eisenman & Robinson, fac.ed.#1534-1535 !!

!!Sefer Yezirah pp.49-50, MantuaEd.~R.Moses Butarili; pp.50 MantuaEd.!!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||       Blessed be the Name of the living Elohim,  of Him who       ||

|| "==== lives  for  ever.  By  Voice,  Wind  and  Speech  (is \\ \\ ||

|| // || revealed) Ruach HaKodesh. ... Ruach of Ruach, by Whom  \\/ `||

|| \\ ||       He (God) created and hewed out the world.       //\\  ||

||_// ||                         ~                             \| \\ ||

||       "Ruach of Ruach".Explanation: Ruach of Ruach HaKodesh       ||

||       by which  the author  of S. Yezirah means to say: The       ||

||       Ruach Who proceeds from the Ruach, the living Elohim.       ||

||       This is the Second Ruach,  through  Whom were created       ||

||       the heaven and the earth.  (Lit., that which is above       ||

||           and that which is below, and the four winds.)           ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!! The Great Mystery, R. Tzvi Nassi, Nathanael's journey Part IV @2. !!

!!                  Philo Judaeus (De Plant Noe)                     !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

|| "==== For  those  who  cannot  look  upon the  Son Himself, \\ \\ ||

|| // || behold Him in His  reflected light, even thus do they  \\/ `||

|| \\ || regard the image of  God, Who is His  Angel, the Word //\\  ||

||_// ||              [Logos],  as  God  Himself.              \| \\ ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!                                                                   !!

!!                          Philo Judaeus                            !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

|| "====  There are it seems two Temples of God.   The one  in \\ \\ ||

|| // ||  this world, in  which  also  there is a High Priest,  \\/ `||

|| \\ ||        His First Begotten Divine Word (Logos).        //\\  ||

||_// ||                                                       \| \\ ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!                                                                   !!

!!            Tanakh Proverbs 30:4 / Lesser's Translation.           !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||        Who was it that ascended into heaven, and came  down       ||

|| "====  again?  Who  gathered the  wind in  His fists?   Who \\ \\ ||

|| // ||  bound  the waters in  a garment?  Who set up all the  \\/ `||

|| \\ ||  ends of the earth?  What  is His Name, and  what  is //\\  ||

||_// ||           His Son's Name, if thou knowest it?         \| \\ ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!                                                                   !!

!!                       Midrash Ecah (1:51)                         !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

|| "====             ...What is the Name of King               \\ \\ ||

|| // ||  Messiah?  To  this answered Rabbi  Abba bar  Kahana:  \\/ `||

|| \\ ||  YHVH  is  His Name, for  it is  written  (Jer.23:6): //\\  ||

||_// ||  'This is the Name whereby He shall be  called: 'YHVH \| \\ ||

||        Zidkenu'.  As Rabbi Levi said, "Happy is the country       ||

||        that it's name is the name of its King, and its King       ||

||        the same as its God. Happy is the country  that it's       ||

||        name  is the same as  it's King as it says, 'And the       ||

||        name of the  city from that  day  shall  be, YHVH is       ||

||        there (Ez. 48:35)'.  The Name of the King  is as the       ||

||        Name of it's God as it  says, 'And this is the  Name       ||

||        you shall  call Him: YHVH  Zidkenu.'                       ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!                                                                   !!

!!                      Tanakh Isaiah 48:16                          !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||        Come  near  unto me, hear this: I have not spoken in       ||

|| "====  secret from  the  beginning; from  the  time that it \\ \\ ||

|| // ||  was, there am I; and now the Lord YHVH/GOD,  and His  \\/  ||

|| \\ ||  Spirit, hath sent me.                                //\\  ||

||_// ||                                                       \| \\ ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!                                                                   !!

!!  Tanakh Malachi 3:1 (Lesser trans.) & Rabbanic commentary @ loc.  !!

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

||       Behold, I will send my messenger, and He shall clear        ||

|| "==== out the way before me: and suddenly will come to His  \\ \\ ||

|| // || Temple The-Lord Whom ye seek; and  the Messenger  of   \\/ `||

|| \\ || the Covenant Whom ye desire, for behold He is coming  //\\  ||

||_// || saith YHVH/The-LORD of hosts. - Malachi 3:1/Lesser's  \| \\ ||

||                                                                   ||

||            The-Lord is the King Messiah;  He is  also  the        ||

||       Angel of the Covenant.  -Kimchi                             ||

||            The-Lord  is both the Divine Majesty,  and  the        ||

||       Angel  of the Covenant, for the sentence is doubled.        ||

||       -Ibn Ezra                                                   ||

||            The-Lord may  be explained of the King Messiah.        ||

||        - Mashmiah Jeshua, fol.76                                  ||

||             The  Most Holy is the Messiah, for  He is more        ||

||        holy than the sons of David. - R. Nachman                  ||

||                                                                   ||

||       Our  Rabbis  expound  this in  a Midrash of the King        ||

||       Messiah  saying,  He  shall be  higher than  Abraham        ||

||       exalted above Moses and loftier than the ministering        ||

||       angels. -  R. Sa'adyah Ibn Danan / Midrash  Tanchuma        ||

||-------------------------------------------------------------------||

!!                                                                   !!

                  Modern Rabbinic quotes concerning Yeshua:

Intermountain Jewish News:

Pages 31-32 Sec.A August 12,1988..."WE WONDER WHETHER AMERICAN ORTHODOX

JEWISH  LEADERSHIP,  ONE OF  WHO'S SPOKESMEN  RABBI GREENBERG CLAIMS TO

BE..." "LEADING ORTHODOX RABBI  IN THE  UNITED  STATES" says...[quoting

from the article]...   "A  Jewish leader today, Rabbi Irving Greenberg,

has written (in The Relationship of Judaism  and  Christianity: Towards

a New Organic Model, " a 19 page  essay published in  Quarterly Review,

then distributed by CLAL)):"   "...I  believe the early Christians were

faithful Jews  when they recognized Jesus.   Like good,  faithful Jews,

they were looking for the  Messiah, particulary in a different century.

Lo and behold!  They recognized his arrival.   That  is a very faithful

response of a Jew - to recognize that the Messiah  has arrived,  and to

respond" (p.5; pagination of CLAL reprint)"

     "should  enable one to  affirm the fullness of the faith-claims of

the other, not just offer tolerance... We need a model that would allow

both sides to respect the  full nature of the  other in all its  faith-

claims" (pg.2)

     "The one thing the  rabbis  would give Christianity, then, is that

Jesus  was  a Messiah- a false messiah...  The  Rabbis  concluded  that

Christianity  was an alien growth,  developed by those  who  followed a

false Messiah.  The Rabbis perhaps erred here...."

     "...In   short,  the   classic   Christian   interpretation   that

Christianity has superceded Judaism  is  an understandable hermeneutic,

rooted in  Jewish models of  interpetation and capable of being derived

out  of faithfullness to  pastJewish modes of thinking"(pg.7)."

     "The  Rabbis and the  Jews... sensed the profound continuity  from

Judaism into Christianity."(pg.8)"

     "Nor does my analysis  foreclose the  possibility that sacramental

Christianity is in fact a higher form of Biblical religion, i.e.,one in

which  God  is  even  MORE manifest and present"[emphasis in origional]

(pg.14)"

     "...this model offers the affirmation of the fullest possibilities

of Christ: from  God Incarnate to prophet or messiah or teacher - freed

at least  of the incubus of hatred and  monopolistic claims  of  owning

God" (pg.15)"

RABBI HILLEL GOLDBERG: Denver, Colo. I.M.J.N. in View From Denver...

"Now, a few authoritive Jewish philosophers did not see Christianity as

idolatry  for  non-Jews,  and  still  fewer  went  further,  seeing  in

Christianity  a  positive,  civilizing,  and even religiously elevating

influence for non-Jews."

DAVID FLUSSER, PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS HISTORY AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY IN

JERUSALEM: I do not think that many Jews would object if the  Messiah

- when He came - was the Jew Jesus.

     We  may  all  feel thankful that the Jewish race was so

     prolific in great men, that even so late in history, it

     produced  one [Jesus]  Who deserves to be compared with

     Moses, Isaiah and Hillel.

     -Rabbi Adolph Moses in Courier-Journal 1885

Former  Leading  Rabbi  finds the Messiah, [adapted from a narrative by

Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus]....

Rabbi Daniel Zion, former  Leading Rabbi of  Bulgaria and later Leading

Rabbi  of  Jaffa Israel.  The article says that more controversy has he

been the subject of  than any other personality.  Scores of articles in

both Jewish and Christian periodicals have been written about him.

     He first made his confession of  Belief in Yeshua in 1952, and was

discharged  from being the chief of Jaffa the same year, Rabbi Zion was

allowed to tell of his experience on Kol Israel Radio station in Israel

such  a thing  had  never  been permitted before. [His Kol Israel Radio

statement follows]....

     ...More than 20 years ago, I had the first opportunity of  reading

the New Covenant.  It influenced me greatly.  I began to speak of it in

a small circle in Bulgaria.  I always regretted that Yeshua the Messiah

has been estranged from the community of Israel. Yeshua had nothing but

good for the Jewish people. He called them to repentance and proclaimed

the Kingdom of God.  But I must confess that my position as a Rabbi did

not  allow  me  at once to come out openly before the world in order to

spread this truth until,  God in His great mercy,  set me free from all

fear.   He brought me into this country of Israel,  where  at  first  I

discharged my duties as a Rabbi of Jaffa.   After I gave up my position

[as a Rabbi],  I went to Jerusalem where for a whole month I engaged in

fasting, prayer and supplicaton.   It was then that I asked God to show

me the right way,  and the  Eternal  heard my prayer.   On the first of

Shebat,  5710  [Spring 1950],  the  Holy Spirit  revealed  to  me  that

Yeshua is indeed the Messiah,who suffered for us and sacrificed Himself

for our sin.   A  burning  fire in my heart gave me no rest until I had

publicly confessed my faith.   In  spite of all difficulties, suffering

and persecutions,  which  I  have  endured  incessantly,  nothing could

dissuade me from my faith.   On  the contrary, God to Whom I have given

my heart and to Whom I turn in all my needs,  has given me the strength

and power to continue in my witness.  He spoke to me through a verse in

Is.41:10:Fear thou not; for I am with thee; yea, be not dismayed, for I

am thy God;I will uphold thee with the right hand of my Righteousness."

By this  I understood that a great and important task has been given to

me by the Eternal,  which I must accomplish at all costs.  Do not think

that I have left Judaism.  On the contrary, I have remained Jewish, and

become more Jewish because  Yeshua Himself  remained Jewish.   I comply

with the Torah, just as Yeshua the Messiah complied with it.  May it be

God's will that Yeshua the Messiah come to unite the whole world in one

faith,  that everyone may be prepared for the  Kingdom of the Almighty,

in order that  the words of Zechariah 14 be fulfilled:   'And  The-Lord

shall be King over all the earth'. 2

     2 Postcript:  Rabbi Zion was able to proclaim his faith in  Yeshua

to thousands of  Jewish people till he died in his  one hundredth year.

   THERE YOU HAVE IT, STRAIGHT FROM A FORMER LEADING RABBI OF YAFFA!

Refferance to the Tiberias Rabbi is found in Would I Would You, a book

giving accounts of famous Hebrew Believers,  from the  Lewis & Harriet

Lederer Foundation 6204  Park Heights Ave.  Baltimore, Maryland 21215,

Another  book  is,  Famous  Hebrew  Christians  by Jacob Gartenhaus...

The Tiberias Rabbi, and David H. Stern's, Messianic Jewish  Manifesto.

      The  account  of Rabbi/Haham Ephraim ben Jospeh  Eliakim:

became a dayanim, overseeer of justice, in the community, married  the

chief Rabbi's daughter, was the son of a Rabbi and  leading man in the

community, was also a teacher of Bible and Talmud.  Part  of the start

of him becoming a Believer was knowing the older Jewish interpetations

of Is. 53,  had  his mikvah shel Yeshua in Nazareth.  He  witnessed in

Jerusalem,  used  to  discuss  Yeshua  with  the  Yeshivah students in

Jerusalem, many of whom were his former students, and  died at the age

of 74 on Aug.31, 1930.

Alfred Edersheim was a Torah Scholar of renown,   Rabbi Max Wertheimer,

Talmud Scholar,  Shabbetai Benjamin Rohold son of respected  Rabbi's in

Erets Israel,  Jospeh Rabinowitz son of a Chassidic-rabbinic family and

considered  a  Jewish leader of his time,  Rabbi  Iechiel  Lichtenstein

District Rabbi in Tapio Szele Hungary, Scholar Joachim Heinrich Raphael

Biesenthal, Scholar David Baron, Rabbi Ephraim ben Joseph Eliakim Haham

of Tiberias &  Dayanim of the community,  Hebrew Scholar Hayim Yedidiah

Pollak;  all of these people became  Messianic  Believers in Yeshua the

Messiah, - and the list goes on and on....

"As a child I recieved instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud.

I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene"

Albert  Einstein/Nobel  Prize  winner  in  physics;  former  professor,

Princeton  University;  [Quoted  from  an interview by George Sylvester

Viereck.  "What  life  means  to Einstein,"  The Saturday Evening Post,

October 26, 1929, Curtis Publishing Company.]

"Jesus  is  a genuine Jewish  personality, all his struggles and works,

his speech and silence,  bear the stamp of a Jewish style,  the mark of

Jewish idealism,  of the best that was and is in Judaism.  He was a Jew

among Jews...."  Rabbi Leo Black/for many years the religious leader of

German Jewry; [Quoted  by  Shalom  Ben-Chorin  in  "The Image of  Jesus

(Yeshua) in Modern Judaism,"  Journal  of  Ecumenical Studies 11, no. 3

(summer 1974), 408.]

"It  is  a  peculiar  manifestation  of  our  exile  psychology that we

permitted, and even aided in, the deletion of New Testament Messianism,

that meaningful offshoot of our spiritual history.   It was in a Jewish

land,  that this spiritual revolution was kindled;  and Jews were those

who  had  spread  it  all  over  the  land....."We  must  overcome  the

superstitious  fear  which  we  harbor  about the Messianic movement of

Jesus (Yeshua),  and we  must  place the  movement  where  it  belongs,

namely,  in  the spiritual  history of Judaism...." Martin Buber/author

and  former professor  at Hebrew  University, Jerusalem;  [From  "Three

Talks  on Judaism,  "translated  by Paul Levertoff  in "Jewish Opinions

About Jesus," Der Weg 7 no.1 (January-February, 1933),8.]

"Neither  Christian  protest  nor Jewish lamentation can annul the fact

that  Jesus  was  a  Jew,  an  Hebrew of the Hebrews.  Surely it is not

wholly  unfit  that Jesus be reclaimed by those who have never unitedly

nor  organizedly  denied  him, though oft denied by his followers; that

Jesus should not be so much appropriated by us as assigned to the place

in  Jewish  life and Jewish history which is rightfully his own.  Jesus

was not only a Jew but he was the Jew,  the Jew of Jews....In  that day

when  history  shall  be written in  the  light of truth, the people of

Israel  will not be known as the Christ-killers, but as Christ-bearers;

not  as  God-slayers,  but as the  God-bringers  to  the  world." Rabbi

Stephen S. Wise/Zionist  leader  and founder of the Jewish Institute of

Religion;  [Taken from an article written by Stephen S. Wise, "The Life

and Teaching of Jesus the Jew," in The Outlook, June 7, 1913.]

"Jesus  was  a Jew and a Jew he remained till his last breath.  His one

idea was to implant  within  his  nation  the idea of the coming of the

Messiah and,  by repentance  and good works, hasten the 'end'...'In all

this, Jesus is the most Jewish of Jews...more Jewish that Hillel...From

the  standpoint of  general  humanity,  he is,  indeed, 'a light to the

gentiles'."  Joseph Klausner/Professor  at Hebrew University, Jerusalem

and author;  [Joseph Klausner,  Jesus of Nazareth (New York: Macmillan,

1925), 363, 368, 374, 413.]

          Israeli scholar, Dr. Pinchas Lapide:  In this respect you

     must  believe me,  for I do know my  Talmud more or less.  ...

     This Jesus was as faithful to the Torah as I would hope to be.

     But I suspect that Jesus was more faithful to the Torah than I

     am - and I am an Orthodox Jew.

Another excellent  source for  more depth on this subject, (and various

other points brought up in this article), is:

       Jesus Was A Jew / by Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum Th.M., Ph.D.

       Ariel Ministries, P.O. Box 3723 Tustin, California 92681

       [@ 1974], @ 1981 2nd Ariel printing-Revised 1989   ISBN:

       0-914863-00-2.  Library of Congress Catalog Card Number:

       74-75670. Dewey Decimal Classification: 243. Printed USA

                              IN CLOSING:

   Not since the 1st Cent. A.D.  have  so many Jewish people believed

   that  Yeshua is the  Messiah.  No one can "make" you a Believer, -

   that is  a  personal thing  between  you and YHVH.   Likewise,  if

   someone  suggests  that you have to stop being Observant Judaicly,

   give  up being Jewish,  or any  other such  thing - they  are  not

   telling  the truth!, (Messianic Jews remain  Torah Observant,  and

   believe  that  YHVH  would  have  the   House  of  Israel   become

   observant in the Torah Mitzvot).  But as Rabbi Hillel said:  ...If

   I am not for myself, who will be...; so we appeal to you - you owe

   it to yourself to find out if this is true or not. Were the Rabbis

   in this case in error? Could Yeshua indeed be HaMashiach? - If so,

   and  you  are  not  considering it because someone told you in the

   past  that   'that   is  impossible',  and  are  not  asking  YHVH
   sincerely from you heart for the truth in this  matter, - then you

   are   missing  a  great,  immediate,  and  eternal,  blessing from

   YHVH!

    Please at least consider it!  And I believe that if you will ask

    YHVH,  sincerely  from your heart, to reveal to you if Yeshua is

                              The Messiah:

                       HE WILL REVEAL IT TO YOU!

I’d like to thank all the Messianic Believers who have posted on the MCJN and  other computer  nets over the years, - some of whose names

already appear somewhere in this file;

... M'shacheeym Y'hudim: Those who want HaMashiach now - AGAIN!
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                     All Rights Reserved @ 1988/1993

The following are replies from the Observant Messianic Jewish community

to the  Christian  Gentile  community.   They are  given to  defend our

stance,  beliefs,  and  faith.   Material  for the articles  are  taken

from  public messages on Computer Bulletin Board systems*.  This should

not  necessarily be considered the  "final word" on these subjects and,

(in  certain  cases), are only very brief  over-views of these matters.

         This file is only meant to introduce these subjects.

*[Certain  minor errors, (spelling, etc...), and omissions occur in the

"REPLY"  quotations  in  these articles, that have been so modified for

this file.   Otherwise  the  text, (quoted  exactly and in  full in the

"OBJECTION" portions - except for Article II, where it was a private E-

mail  discussion, and the  "objection" section will be paraphrased, and

the identity of the one objecting not disclosed),  appears as it did on

the BBS(s)  in the  public  forum(s); though the overall formatting has

been modified into a form more suitable for this file. Also, the "tone"

of some of  these conversations might seem a little harsh,  and in fact

are; - but this is because what you are seeing, (in certain cases), are

replies that have been given to long-running heated exchanges.]

                                ARTICLE I

                               Beresheet...

                           IN THE BEGINNING...

These are the first words of the Torah |1|.  Indeed, Biblical Judaism's

beginning and foundation is centered in the Torah of God.

If one were to be transported, (for but one example), back in time to a

typical Shtetl |2| in Prussia, - let's say during the 19th century of

our era, one would note that the life of the community as a whole was

built around the Synagogue; and the Synagogue itself was centered

around the Ark |3|; and inside of the Ark, - the primary scroll, (of

the three scrolls of the Tanakh |4|), that we would see would be the

Torah Scroll.

Since the Torah is foundational to Biblical Judaism, and since Biblical

Judaism is what Messianic Judaism originates from, (as well as the the

various later developments of Gentile Christian expression that

likewise can claim their "roots" in 1st Cent. A.D. Messianic Judaic

origin), it would seem prudent to look a little closer at this "Torah"

that sits at the front of our Bibles.

I saw a picture some time back, and the caption read: "What is wrong

with the Church today?"  The picture was a drawing of a large hand

reaching out the back door of a Church and holding a small Moses with

the Ten Commandments in his arms, and that hand was setting this Moses

and his Law outside!

If you ask the average Christian today what they think is the main

focus of the "Old(er) Covenant", you will likely hear something on the

order of: 'It is the Law'.  This is one of the most common perceptions;

but is only true in part.  While it is true that there are many Mitzvot

/(Commandments), within Torah, the Hebrew word "Torah" itself is much

better translated with the idea of the English word: "Instruction".

While this difference at first may seem slight; the implications behind

the simplistic idea of: "The Law", has taken on an extreme twist at

times.  There are those for example who hold to a hyper-dispensational

viewpoint that say such things as: all the Words of God before the time

of Messiah have little meaning.  Some will even go so far as to say

that even Yeshua Messiah's teaching when He walked upon the earth only

applied to those of that day, but not to the "Church" after His

Resurrection.  Not only do I find these notions preposterous, if one

continues in this vein, one is left with a mighty thin Bible!  Also

this type of dogma ignores such things as where Yeshua tells us: ...if

you love Me, keep My commandments; or where after His resurrection He

tells His Talmidim: ...teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever

I have commanded you.  Rather than take the time in this article to

examine various negative and false dogma |5| that some have developed

over the centuries to God's Torah; we'll be focusing instead on what is

the makeup of the Torah Itself; and what the New Covenant Scripture has

to say to us as Messianic Jews and Messianic Gentiles, concerning the

relationship of the Torah to our daily life and walk as Believers.

Judaism has calculated that there are 613 Mitzvot/(Commandments) in

Torah; but we also know that there are over 1000 commands in the New

Covenant!  However, - many of these "1000+" are either built upon, or

direct quotes of, the Torah Mitzvot themselves.  (One example):

     Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment

     with a promise,... Eph.6:2/Dby.

As the Tanakh is comprised of three parts, so too the Mitzvot of Torah

can be shown to be made up of three "groups": The TEMPLE ORDINANCES;

The MORAL MITZVOT; and The JUDAIC INJUNCTIONS.  While there is certain

overlap and interaction between the various Commands in these three

groupings; nevertheless one can clearly see these distinctions.  One

can somewhat discover Scripture Itself making such a definition.  For

one example of this see in Psalms 119:1-6(& on)/Dby, where David says:

       ALEPH. Blessed [are] the undefiled in the way, who walk in the

       Law of YHVH. Blessed [are] they that keep His testimonies,

       [and that] seek Him with the whole heart.  They also do no

       iniquity: they walk in His ways.  Thou hast commanded [us] to

       keep Thy precepts diligently.  O that my ways were directed to

       keep Thy statutes!  Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have

       respect unto all Thy Commandments.

       Briefly, these three groupings can be considered as thus:

1). MORAL MITZVOT: The Commands that deal with mans relationship with

    God; and mans relationship with man.  Each of these two sets

    include both: Positive (thou shalt), and Prohibitive (thou

    shalt not), Commandments that are applicable to all of mankind.

    This first grouping of Commands encompasses "the weightier matters

    of the Torah" that Yeshua/(Jesus) talks about Mat.23:23.  Of these

    two sets of the "weightier" Mitzvot, the ones dealing with mans

    relationship with God are the mightier, and also the Positive

    Commands of each set are stronger than the Prohibitive, -in that if

    one keeps the Positive they won't be in a position to worry near as

    much about breaking the Prohibitive.  For example, he who follows:

    "loves thy neighbor as thyself", will not have to be near as

    concerned about breaking the Prohibitive Command: "Thou shalt not

    covet thy neighbor's {...}".  -One who truly is loving his neighbor

    as himself would not be meditating on breaking the Prohibitive

    Commandment against coveting in the first place.  The two Mitzvot

    on which Yeshua says: "...hang all the Torah and the Nivi'im/

    (Prophets)." Mat.22:40b, is first the greatest one from the first

    set of Positive Commands; and the second Mitzvah is the greatest

    one from the second set of Positive Commands in this grouping.  One

    more way to illustrate the "degree" of these Mitzvot is through

    looking at these two following famous quotes:

         1). Yeshua: Matt.7:12 - "Therefore all things whatever ye

         desire that men should do to you, thus do ye also do to them;

         for this is the Torah and the Prophets."

         2). Hillel: BT Sabbath (EnYa'akov V.I pg.124) - "That which is

         hateful to thee, do not do unto thy neighbor, this is the

         whole Torah, and the rest is merely commentary."

    Usually when one sees scholars mentioning these sayings together,

    they note how they are similar one to the other.  But I think that

    entirely misses the point.  There is a subtle but important

    difference between these two sayings.  Hillel would have one doing

    no "negative" thing to ones neighbor; Yeshua would have one doing a

    "positive" thing.  While Hillel's statement is indeed valid, and

    covers the 'Prohibitive' -or- the "thou shalt not" mitzvot;

    Yeshua's statement embraces BOTH the 'Prohibitive' and the

    'Positive'.  Yeshua's statement is thus the more powerful of the

    two. - As if one DOES to his fellow man what he'd have him do unto

    him, then by forte' he ALSO will NOT DO unto his fellow man what is

    hateful unto him!

2). THE TEMPLE ORDINANCES: I believe that these Commands, relating to

    the Temple sacrifices, are those things being considered in what

    the Talmidim/(Disciples) & Emissaries/(Apostles) say in Acts

    15:10/(Eph.2:15), when they mention those things that are hard to

    Bear (and/or perhaps to the Rabbinic Takanot/ man made laws,  

    surrounding those Ordinances). I also believe that these are also 

    the Ordinances that are being spoken of in Hebrews 8:13-(& on) as: 
    "...ready to vanish away".  Now they have 'vanished away' from 
    view, (the Temple is gone); but they have NOT disappeared from 
    practice since they have vanished away from view into the 
    Heavenlies, and are now kept for us by our eternal Cohen-
    HaGadol/(High Priest) Yeshua HaMashiach/(The Messiah).

3). THE JUDAIC INJUNCTIONS: Specific Commands given to the Jewish

    people forever and to all generations, (tzitzit, mezuzah, etc.).

    While these are not enjoined upon the Goyim/(Gentiles), they are

    not forbidden to them either; - as one is so led of Ruach HaKodesh/

    (The Holy Spirit.)  I believe we see included in certain Commands

    of this group some of the "least" Mitzvot that Yeshua speaks of in

    Mat.5:15-18/(Mat.23:23).

It is important for us as Messianic Believers to remember: it is NOT

Torah/Law that saves us! - BUT: when we are saved, we are enabled by

Ruach HaKodesh/(the Holy Spirit) to walk LAWfully.  Now we know that

legalistic use of the Torah, through man's own effort, leads to a

self-righteousness that is as filthy rags. - Yet since those who walk

in the Spirit will walk in accord with the Written Word, (which

includes the Torah), and NOT LAWlessly or contrary to It, - we see then

that: Grace is an enabling to walk LAWfully; but NOT a license to sin.

Sha'ul/(Paul) says in Galatians 3:24b/AV that: "...the Torah was our

Schoolmaster [to bring us] unto Messiah, that we might be justified by

faith."  But ask yourself: just because one is no longer "under" a

Schoolmaster, does it seem wise to forget the lessons one has learned,

or to walk contrary, to ones prior instruction?  Rather, Sha'ul writes

to us in 2 Tim. 3:16/AV: "All scripture [is] given by inspiration of

God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

instruction in righteousness:".  Again Sha'ul writes in Rom.7:14/AV:

"Wherefore the (Torah)/Law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and

just, and good."  And yet again in Romans 3:29-31/AV: [Is He] the God

of the Jews only? [is He] not also of the (Goyim)/Gentiles?  Yes, of

the (Goyim)/Gentiles also: Seeing [it is] one God, which shall justify

the Circumcision by faith, and unCircumcision through faith.  Do we

then make void the (Torah)/Law through faith? God forbid: yea, we

establish the (Torah)/Law!

Yet we see that during the 1st Century it was a mistake of some to

falsely ascribe to Sha'ul anti-Nomian, (anti-Torah), teaching...

     In Yerushalayim, the brothers received us warmly.  The next day

     Sha'ul and the rest of us went in to *Ya'akov, and all the Elders

     were present.  After greeting them, Sha'ul described in detail

     each of the things God had done among the Gentiles through his

     efforts.  On hearing it, they praised God; but they also said to

     him, "You see brother, how many tens of thousands of believers

     there are amongst the Judeans, and they are all zealots for the

     Torah.  Now what they have been told about you is that you are

     teaching all the Jews living amongst the Goyim to apostatize from

     Moshe, telling them not to have a *B'rit-Milah for their sons and

     not to follow the traditions.  What, then, is to be done?  They

     will certainly hear that you have come.  So do what we tell you.

     We have four men who are under a vow. Take them with you, be

     purified with them, and pay the expenses connected with having

     their heads shaved.  Then everyone will know that there is nothing

     to these rumors which they have heard about you; but that, on the

     contrary, you yourself stay in line and keep the Torah.  However,

     in regards to the Goyim who have come to trust in Yeshua, we all

     joined in writing them a letter with our decision that they should

     abstain from what had been sacrificed to idols, from blood, from

     what is strangled and from fornication."  The next day Sha'ul took

     the men, purified himself along with them and entered the Temple

     to give notice of when the period of purification would be

     finished and the offering would have to be made for each of them.

     Acts 21:17-26/JNT-Stern

          *(Ya'akov - Hebrew for: James)

          *(B'rit-Milah / ritual circumcision, in accord with the

          Covenant God made with Avraham)

Here we see that the people who thought these false things about Sha'ul

were in error; and yet, that is exactly the same error that is leveled

against the teaching of Sha'ul today.  In the prior portions we have

noted, together with the witness of Ya'akov and the Elders in Acts 21,

that the attitude of Rabbi Sha'ul was one of deep respect for the

Torah.

But what is the attitude of Yeshua Messiah Himself toward the Torah?

While there are several New Covenant quotes that would show us, let us

look at a familiar passage from a composite-harmony version which gives

the readings from the ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek manuscripts

together, for this portion of Matthew:

     And at that time Yeshua said unto His Talmidim: "Do not think that

     I came to abolish, annul, remove or cancel the Torah of Moshe or

     the Words of the Prophets/Nevi'im. - I came not to diminish nor

     annul the Torah of Moshe, but to complete It, - to complete Truth

     by the Words of Truth.  ~In all these Words not to add a Word to

     the Words of the Torah, nor to subtract any.~  For in truth I say

     unto you, - That until the heavens and the earth depart (&) pass

     away, - not one yud or dot shall in any way be abolished (or) pass

     away from the Torah or the Nevi'im/Prophets, because all will be

     wrought complete.  And whoever therefore shall transgress, break,

     annul (or) cancel, one Word of these small (or) least Mitzvot/

     Commandments, and shall teach men so, - he shall be called the

     little (yea,) least (&) a vain person by-(&)-in the Kingdom of the

     Heavens.  But whoever shall do, uphold, and teach (them), - the

     same shall be called great by-(&)-in the Kingdom of the Heavens."

     Mattityahu 4:17-19 / Sepher haB'sorah haTovah (composite Gospel  

     Reading) version.
Here we see that Yeshua's attitude toward the Torah is also one of deep

respect.

But, is there even more to it than this?  We know from Yochanan's/

(John's) Good-News account, (Jn.1:1-14), that the Word is God and

became flesh.  One who knows this doesn't really have a problem with

saying that Yeshua HaMashiach is the Living Word.  Next we know that

the identity of The-Messiah used in connection with the Torah is seen

in various places in Rabbinic writings.  (One of several examples)....

     "The Torah which a man learns in this world is but vanity compared

     with the Torah of Messiah".  Midrash Qohelet on Eccl.11:8.

...Likewise, the way that Yochanan portrays "The Word" is not limited

to just his Good-News account; nor even to the the Jewish writer Philo,

(who was not a Believer but lived contemporary with Yochanan.  Two

examples from Philo Judaeus)...

     For  those  who cannot look upon the Son Himself, behold

     Him in His reflected light, even thus do they regard the

     image of God, Who is His Angel, the Word [Logos], as God

     Himself.  - (De Plant Noe) Philo Judaeus

     There are it seemeth two Temples of God.  The one in this

     world,  in  which  also there is a High Priest, His First

     Begotten Divine Word (Logos).  - Philo Judaeus

...As we see such echoed all throughout the Targumim |6|, where the

concept of "The-Memra", (Memra/[Aramaic] Davar/[Hebrew] & Logos/[Greek]

- each translated in the English: "WORD"), appears 596 times |7| in

association with God and His Manifestations, - and over half of these

references approach the subject as if The-Memra Itself is

"Personified".  (Only three of many such examples)...

     Targum Yerushalayim on Beresheet/(Genesis) 1:27: "And YHVH/The- 

     LORD's Memra created man"; In Tar. Yer. Beresheet 16:13 when Hagar 
     Speaks with the "angel of YHVH/The-LORD" she calls Him: "YHVH/The-

     LORD's Memra"; in Targum Onqelos on Beresheet 28:20, when 
     Ya'akov/(Jacob) makes a vow, he says: "If YHVH/The-LORD's Memra 
     will be with me {...} then YHVH/The-LORD's Memra will be my God".

Professor Gottlieb Klein, (in: Sehx Foeredrag, p88), identifies the

Metatron, (here used as a descriptive title for HaMashiach), with the

Memra/(Word) of YHVH/The-LORD.  According to Klein...

     '...it was precisely this Aramaic word which gave the grounds to

     the belief that Christ is "the Word or Logos of God become

     flesh".' - (From: THE MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT; written by

     Risto Santala.  Keren Ahvah Meshihit P.O. Box 10382 Jerusalem,

     Israel.)

Given all the above: since the Torah is part of God's Word, I believe

we can see an obvious conclusion that one could just as easily apply

the term "The Living Torah" to Yeshua The-Messiah.

Finally, the Torah includes much more then simply "Commands".  Touching

briefly on this, we note several things that It also holds that came

about centuries before the giving of the Ten-Commandments: the Shabbat

at creation; the Commands to Noach/(Noah), - (which Commands we see

reflected in Acts 15 to the Gentiles, but these were also part of the

Mitzvot given to Israel later after Noach); the account of Avraham and

his faith; even the first three of the Seven Feasts of YHVH/The LORD,

(Pesach/Passover, Chag-haMatzot/Feast-Of-Unleaven-Bread/[known by some

Christians as: Passion-Week], & Yom-HaBikurim/Resurrection-Day), were

all given to the Children of Israel before Mt. Sinai.

There are too many aspects involved in the ideas introduced in this

article to be able to discuss them in any more depth in this format;

we have only just skimmed the surface of what is a very lengthy study

in itself.  But I believe that you'd be richer if you were to go on to

study more on this subject yourself.

                    So I'd leave this with a summary:

Torah is the Word of God, and is a path that leads one to Messiah.

Messiah is the Door.  When one enters through the Door, (through

Messiah), the path of good-works/Mitzvot that one walks upon (Eph.2:10,

is a path enabled by the Power of the Holy Spirit to walk in accord

with the Torah; and is not a walk that is contrary to It.

                               Shalom

NOTES:

|1| The Torah is the Pentateuch, or the five books of Moses, which are

    the first five in the front of the Tanakh/Old(er) Covenant

    Scripture (see |5| below).  Some times the word Torah is used in

    Judaism to refer to the entire Tanakh, at other times it can refer

    to the Oral Torah, (the Mishnah); but usually the term by Itself

    refers only to the five Books of Moses.

|2| Shtetl: is a Yiddish word that means a small-town in the Jewish

    communities of Eastern Europe.

|3| ARK: The closet-like structure on the eastern wall of Synagogues

    that contains either the Torah scroll, or all three Scrolls of

    Tanakh (see: |5|).  It is to remind oneself of the Ark of the

    Covenant, as spoken of in Scripture.

|4| TANAKH: this is the usual Hebrew collective term for the Old(er)

    Testament.  It is composed of the initial letters of the Hebrew

    words: Torah/(Pentateuch), Nevi'im/(Prophets), and Ketuvim/(The

    Writings), - which are the three divisions of the Tanakh.

|5| I will add though that the word translated as "iniquity" in the

KJV, (in other versions such as the NKJV as: LAW-less-ness), is the

Greek word "anomia", Strongs # 458/(459), and literally means:

"violation of the Jewish Torah".  As a result, we can read Yochanan as

saying, in 1Jn.3:4, thus: Everyone doing sin also violation-of-the-

Torah does, and sin is violation-of-the-Torah.

|6| Targumim/(Singular - Targum): Is the Hebrew word for the very early

    Aramaic versions of Scripture.  They were expanded in many places

    way beyond the literal reading of the Masoretic Hebrew text, giving

    us much valuable insight into early Judaic commentary on the Holy

    Scripture.  Several probably date to Yeshua's time or earlier, and

    there is ample evidence of Targumic use by some of those who wrote

    Brit-HaChadashah/(The New-Covenant) in certain verses.

|7| Risto Santala in his, (above mentioned), book, points out that The-

    Memra is never mentioned even once in the Talmud.  He makes a good

    case that the reason for this absence may be a Rabbinic reaction to

    the early Messianic Jewish Believers interpretation of The-Memra of

    the Targumim indicating Yeshua.

                                ARTICLE II

                       {OBJECTION & REPLY SOURCE}:

PRIVATE E-MAIL: (Objections paraphrased as a result):

                              {Objection}:

 > ...Romans 7:4, states that being dead to the law is our condition.

                               {REPLY}:

     "we are dead",  first, "then alive" - (through Messiah), "then our

     perspective to the Law changes".  Those who are alive in  Messiah,

     have  a  different  perspective and walk  in regards to the "Law",

     NOT  one  of  LAW-LESS-NESS,  but  one  of  a  LAW-full  walk,  as

     LOVE/AGAPE  fills-complete the Torah/Law.

     Further, if  you'll  note  the  context,  it is  as a  woman being

     Lawfully  [under the Torah] bound to her husband; but before that,

     it states that:  THE LAW HAS JURISDICTION OVER A PERSON AS LONG AS

     HE   LIVES  [ASV].   Thus,  Sha'ul/Paul  is  regarding  the  walk/

     perspective/application  in the  Spirit.  For  those who were died

     and buried in Messiah, live to Him, and are enabled in the Spirit,

     with  the  completion  of  the Torah  in Agape [as the mind of the

     flesh is under the bondage of the "CURSES" proclaimed in the Torah

     - (as the  mind of  the flesh  is  hostile  toward  God, and  in a

     constant  state of violation-of-the-Torah). [Rom. 8:7]. Therefore,

     the  death to  the Law, is because our old nature, (which lived in

     constant LAW-lessness),  which died with Messiah on the tree, when

     He became a "curse" for us.

     But is the Torah sin?  MAY  IT NEVER BE!  [Rom. 7:7].  Rather, the

     Torah is Spiritual [Rom. 7:14]; and it is the flesh that is carnal

     and  sold into  bondage of sin.  And  Yochanan/John says, that sin

     is VIOLATION-OF-THE-TORAH/458/anti-nomia. So..., it is the old man

     that is dead to the (legal curse and punishment of) Torah; but the

     new  man that is enabled and  now alive, and  lives a  life of  in

     accord  with the  Torah, - for the Spirit walks in accord with the

     Word/Torah of God; & NOT  contrary to the  Torah -  NOT  LAW-less.

     So yes,  we are dead in  Messiah - dead to the  old man that lived

     in contradiction and violation to the Torah; and then alive, alive

     in Messiah and in the Ruach/Spirit - and now empowered by God with

     Agape/love, to walk in accord and fill-complete the Torah by Agape

     love.  And thus we are no longer in violation of the  Torah, as we

     establish the Torah in Agape/Love, - so thus our perspective/walk/

     application to the Torah has changed. - From one of violation,  to

     one of establishment; and now upholding the righteous requirements

     of the  Torah.  So..., in  this  context, I stand by  my original

     statement as entirely Biblical.

                              {OBJECTION}:

 > When we are alive to Christ, then the law is not irrelevant, but

 > redundant.  It has the power to kill those who approach it with

 > the intent of living their life by following the Law.

                                {REPLY}:

     Absolutely wrong and  non-Biblical!  You just said that  those who

     desire to live LAW-fully,  following the  Law, are in error!  Then

     you make  the statement of Yeshua: ...Love The-LORD thy  God  with

     all your  heart,  and  with  all  your  soul, and  with  all  your

     strength; a lie.   And you  make  Sha'ul/Paul a liar when he says:

     "children obey  your parents, which is the first commandment  with

     promise".   <-{both  in  Torah}  I  "intend to  live  my  life  by

     following  the Law"!  If I didn't, I'd end up in prison, or worse!

     And  if you DO  NOT "intend to  live your life following the Law",

     please don't move to my neighborhood! :-)

     You  are  still missing the point.  So..., I'll  make this my last

     net-mail  post,  and  you  can   continue  it  in {...}  if  you'd

     like.   One of the  biggest problems  with the "Church" today, are

     the anti-nomian  creeds that have been developed, by taking Paul's

     writings, in  particular on the  Torah, and  having them  say that

     the  Law is removed from a  Believers  life.  For  example..., one

     interpretation one usually sees is:  Christ is the  end of the law

     to those who believe.  Actually,  the Greek says here:  Messiah is

     the GOAL of the Torah to those who believe.  The word is not "end"

     but is the  Greek word for a  goal-post for the  runner of a race.

     Another,  (of several):  ...the fulfillment of the  Law.  This has

     taken on a meaning in modern English of - fulfill means "removal";

     however, the Greek word means more to what the early  English word

     means: To FILL-TO-THE-BRIM.  NOT removal.

          Another  problem, is that when the word "Law" is used, it can

     mean one of several things, ex:  The Temple Ordinances - which are

     vanished away yet KEPT for us in the Heavenlies by our High Priest

     Yeshua; the moral Mitzvot,  which are STILL AND ALWAYS IN EFFECT -

     Love The-LORD thy God with your whole self [paraphrase], love your

     neighbor as yourself,  do not kill,  do not steal,  children  obey

     your parents, etc....   These "commandments" that  Yeshua told His

     Talmidim to "keep" included the Tanakh/Torah Commandments, that is

     what Yeshua Himself  often quoted directly from.  And the death of

     Messiah did NOT suddenly mean that we're to steal, or not love our

     neighbor as ourself, kill, steal, etc....   Yeshua said Heaven and

     earth would pass away, before even  one letter of  the Torah would

     pass away.   And He  also  says that  the weighter matters  of the

     Torah: righteousness, mercy, etc., are to be done, and then not to

     let the other lesser things go undone.   Since my Messiah  told me

     this, this  I  will  do.  And  since Scripture does not contradict

     Itself, then the sayings of Sha'ul must align  with the balance of

     Scripture,  else  I  am  entering  into  where  Peter says that in

     Sha'ul's  sayings  are  many  things  hard to understand, and some

     wrest with them to their own destruction [paraphrased].  Paul says

     the Torah  is Spiritual, in  Romans, and that he is carnal.  As he

     continues,  when  one  looks at  what  he is saying in Romans as a

     whole, one  understands that  the problem is not the Torah,  which

     is just and pure and good,  but  man's  application/walk regarding

     the Torah.   As with any law, it shows the sinfulness of those who

     fail to keep it.   If there is a speeding sign,  and I speed, then

     I have come under the law,  and am in  bondage to the  penalty  of

     the law.   But if I  guard the  law, and  refrain from  my  carnal

     desire  to speed,  then I uphold  the law in my  love, and am free

     from the law. -  NOT free to speed,  but  free  from it's  penalty

     repercussions,  etc....   But  Paul says that the carnal  mind  is

     not able to be subject to God,  but is anti-Torah, so that while a

     man  lives he is unable to live in accord with the Law,  and he is

     always under bondage to it,  and under it's proclaimed penalty and

     curse for  breaking that Law.  So in order to "escape" being under

     the Torah,  one dies to the old man,  and lives in the Spirit.  Is

     the Spirit  then anti-Torah?  NO!  God  forbid!, for we uphold the

     righteous  requirements of the  Torah in the Spirit  though  love.

     For  all the positive commandments  of Torah, love of God, love of

     neighbor,  are not only kept in Agape love,  but are a  keeping of

     the positive mitzvot of  Torah.   So that when one has died to the

     carnal  nature that is in constant  violation-of-the-Torah, one is

     re-born from  above and lives in the  Spirit which  is a  walk and

     life that is in accord with the Torah, and NOT anti-Torah, or LAW-

     LESS.   And  Ruach HaKodesh, (The Holy Spirit),  of  YHVH, changes

     our  heart to  where we desire to walk Law-fully, rather then Law-

     lessly.   And so in the new man thus enabled,  we have the mitzvot

     of the Torah now written on our heart, and  HE keeps us  from sin.

                                ARTICLE III

                       (Misc. Subjects addressed):

                                {QUESTION}:

       {Why do you use the Name Yeshua / Yeshua, instead of Jesus?}

                                 {ANSWER}:

MT1:21  Yeshua, (Jesus in Greek), is the Hebrew name that  He was given

        and called by.  It is the Hebrew word for "Salvation".  This is

        the   shortened  form  "Yehoshua-(Joshua)" -  meaning: YHVH  is

        Salvation.   The  angel's  statement in this verse,  only makes

        perfect  sense if  this form  of the word  is used here.  Also,

        Yeshua  was  a  popular  Hebrew  name during the first century,

        which  looked forward to the coming of Messiah, as is evidenced

        by finding  this  name on  1st Century  A.D.  tomb-stones.  The

        ancient  Hebrew and  Aramaic versions  of Matthew  and the  New

        Covenant  Scriptures likewise  use "Yeshua",  (note for example

        it's usage  in the Shem Tov  versions of Matthew 1:21).  And we

        also have various early documents using Yeshua.

                                {QUESTION}:

{Why do Messianic & Rabbinic Jews, write "God and Lord" with a "- / *"}

                                 {ANSWER}:

             There  are  various  reasons that Lord and God are written

        with a " - " in place of the vowels in Judaic lit..  One of the

        main reasons is that it is to remind oneself of the commandment

        in Tanakh:  Thou shalt not take the Name of the LORD thy God in

        vain,  for the LORD will not  hold him guiltless  who takes His

        Name in vain.-[Ex.20:7].  So that when one is using the Name of

        the Lord in writing, especially when not quoting Scripture, you

        are  reminded to  not use  His Name  lightly - in vain.  It can

        also remind us that early Hebrew did not have any vowels.  This

        is a very ancient custom;  for example:  in Shem Tov,  YHVH  is

        written  as  Hay-Yud-Yud,  which is also seen this way today at

        times.  In DuTillet, YHVH is written as three Yud's, two on the

        bottom  and one on top forming  a triangle  inside of a  letter

        looking like a large cursive "L".

                                {QUESTION}:

{Was the Cross in the shape that we currently see it today?  And why do

Messianic Jews usually not have crosses on and in their Congregations?}

                                 {ANSWER}:

MT10:38 The word translated "cross" in English is the Greek word [4716]

        -stauros;  which has the  actual  meaning of:  a  (persecution)

        stake,  pole,  or  upright beam.  Regardless,  with  the  board

        containing  His  'accusation' (and the cross-beam  He carried), 
        it  still probably looked like a 'cross'. However: besides the 
        reminder of the passage in Tanakh - cursed  is everyone who  
        hangs on a tree;  and  that  Messiah Himself  became a  curse  

        for us, - and  the blood  that was put upon  the door-posts  
        and the lintel on the 1st Pesach/Passover which  would serve to 
        remind us of Messiah's blood shed for us, - the   most  

        important  thing  is  not  the  'shape'   of  the persecution-
        stake -  but  what  was  accomplished  for  mankind there!

             As far as: why don't  Messianic Jews have crosses on or in

        their  Congregations; - this is a subject that should really be

        treated in depth, but  I'll try to  address it briefly,  in the

        confines of this format:

             What  is the symbol of "love and compassion"  for  a great

        many  of  Gentile Christians; has become a symbol of: death and

        destruction for the Jewish people!  The reason for this, is not

        in the  symbol itself, (of course), nor  in what  the  "symbol"

        itself  stands  for; - rather: it  is the wicked  way that this

        "symbol" has been used down through the ages by false believers

        who  followed  "another jesus"!  Many  are the times throughout

        history,  that those who have pretended to bear the Name of the

        Jewish Messiah, - Yeshua HaMashiach/(Jesus Christ), - have come

        to  the Jewish people, not  with the  Good-News; - but with the

        sword!  From the Crusaders with a cross over their breastplate,

        who  killed 1000's  of  Jewish people; to  the countless Jewish

        people  who were tied to "crosses" and burnt on these stakes, -

        all falsely in the "name" of "another jesus"! I  cannot do this

        subject justice in this short space in  this file.  This is not

        a symbol of "peace and love" to our people, -but of death and a

        sword. - As  that is the way it  has been  FALSELY presented to

        the  Jewish people for centuries; by those many false-Believers

        who  claimed to  follow Yeshua HaMashiach/(Jesus Christ); - yet

        acted exactly opposite to His teachings, ...and NEVER KNEW HIM!

             There is another reason, secondary, but  still  important:

        The  Biblical Injunction  in  Tanakh, (that's  Old Testament to

        you),  is that  we are to  make  no: "graven-images".  This has

        remained the Biblical Judaic outlook down through the centuries

        till  this  day.  As a  result: there  really isn't any type of

        "symbol" directly associated in Judaic worship of the Invisible

        God; and  as a result, no "symbol worship" :-)  Perhaps we have

        seen,  or at least can understand,  those who  hold symbols too

        high;  indeed:  even higher  than the  thing those symbols  are

        supposed to represent!   Therefore; we {MJ's} attempt to highly

        regard the substance of the "persecution-stake" over  its form.

        The "thing" being represented by "it", -as far greater than any

        "symbol"  of  that "thing" could possibly be.  So much so, that

        in fact,  a "symbol", (rather than  being a 'reminder'), can in

        fact become, (to some), a "distraction"!  And what has become a

        "religious"  symbol, - can  come  to  remind  oneself  more  of

        "religion", -  than  the  accomplishment on that  "tree" of the

        Atonement Sacrifice for us of our Blessed Messiah Yeshua.

            (As a  side  note: I'd remind those of you reading this, of

        the time in Tanakh, [O.T.], where the Jewish King had to remove

        the "brazen serpent"  of  the wilderness that Moshe/(Moses) set

        up, - as  the  people  were  starting  to  worship  this brass-

        serpent!  So, instead of being a "witness" to what was done, it

        had become an object of worship itself; and God had it removed.

        In some interesting way perhaps this account of its removal was

        prophetic, [note  too  that  Yeshua Himself mentions the brass-

        serpent in relation to His death on the persecution-stake btw],

        since  I  have  seen  cases  where  certain  folks appear to be

        worshiping crucifixes, icons, etc....

             Again; brief,  but I hope that this gives you a basic idea

        of where we are coming from.

                                {QUESTION}:

    {Why don't Messianic Jews celebrate Sunday, like most Churches do?}

                                 {ANSWER}:

MT12:8  RABBINIC:  The Shabbat  has  been  given for you,  you were not

        given for the Shabbat. -Mekilta on Ex.31:13.;   The Shabbat has

        been placed  under you,  you have  not been  placed  under  its

        authority. -Yoma 85b.

        NOTE:  Some  Christian writers have used this verse  in Matthew

        as part  of  their  examples  on  how  the  Shabbat  has  "been

        replaced"  by  sunday.  This  idea has  nothing to do with what

        Yeshua is saying here however.  While the command "remember the

        Sabbath day" is not specifically re-stated in the New Covenant,

        a case for its observance can be show in several ways:

             a.  Yeshua's  statement... the  Shabbat  is made for  man;

        should  tell us  right away that it has  been made for mankind,

        and is a gift from the Creator.

             b.  Yeshua's  statement...  it  is good to do  good on the

        Shabbat; not only testifies of Shabbat's existence, but what is

        to  be our  behaviour on  the Shabbat... that  of  doing  good.

             c.  Yeshua's  statement...  whoever  shall  break  one  of

        these  least  mitzvot/commandments; shows that all commandments

        of  Torah  are  still in  effect,  and will be until heaven and

        earth pass away!

             d.  The  statement that the Shabbat is "under the law", is

        also  misleading; - since  the  Shabbat  was  given  during the

        creation  week,  centuries  before  the Torah was given through

        Moshe.

             e.  While    there    are   various   other   verses   and

        understandings  to show the continual existence of the Shabbat;

        there is no  statement  that  "sunday replaces the Shabbat"  in

        Scripture,  (The  idea  is  presented  by  some conjecture on a

        couple  of  verses  in  the  N.T., [SEE: Acts 20:7; Rev.1:10; &

        commentary],  but  upon  close  examination  are  shown  to  be

        unfounded).  Indeed, there is more to show that Shabbat remains

        Shabbat,  than  in  any  way  supports  this  idea  of "Shabbat

        replacement".   This  idea  of  "sunday  becoming the Shabbat",

        needless to say,  doesn't show up until many decades  after the

        time  of the  Book Of Acts, and isn't even practiced by all the

        "Churches"  when  it is ordered during the 4th century A.D. by

        the 'Catholic Church', as we see from the writings of Eusebius.

                                {QUESTION}:

    {Doesn't Mark in his account state that pork is now clean to eat?}

                                 {ANSWER}:

MK7:18  Ryrie commentary says: ... cannot defile him, -  Foods declared

        to  be 'unclean' are  specified  in  Lev.11.  Jesus is here not

        abrogating  the Law  but  making  the point that sin comes from

        the  heart.   Thus  the  defilement  that came to a Jew who ate

        'unclean'  food  was  caused  not by the food itself but by the

        rebellious heart that acted in disobedience to God. [See MK7:19

        commentary below:]

MK7:19  This  discussion  with  Scribes  and  P'rushim  was  concerning

        n'tilat-yadayim;   and   not   the  keeping  of  kosher.  (See:

        commentary  on  Matt.15:2,11; &  note this entire discussion in

        context with Matt.15:20.)

             Do  to  the  serious  issues  implied here, we should look

        closer at this....

        First  of  all,  the  problem  isn't  so much with a difference

        between  the  Alexandrian and  Receptus texts,  as it is with a

        translator  bias.   The  translators   of  the Alexand. manusc.

        started  it  off  by suggesting that the final phrase of vs. 19

        was  Mark's  comment that, Yeshua had declared all foods clean,

        and so adds words to have it say this as follows:

                     (This He said), making all meats clean.

        The  problem  comes in, in that the word "clean" is actually in

        the  Greek  first, and can mean either cleanse or purge.  While

        both could be proper, [depending on the context], purge is much

        better.   That is what the KJV translates it as, as well as The

        Interlinear   Bible  by  Hendrickson,  which  both  follow  the

        Receptus.  (The word  'meats', is better translated as 'foods',

        but  meats  is  used  to  convey  that thought in Old English.)

             1. The  Interlinear Bible: ...goes out into the wastebowl,

             purging all the foods

             2. The King James Version: ...purging all the meats

        But, just because it is a Receptus text base, doesn't solve the

        translator's  problem.  For  example, Young, (author of Young's

        Concordance), translates it as the idea of cleansing all meats;

        and the NKJV says:

              1. NKJV ...(thus) purifying all foods

        And  thus it totally destroys the context of what was said.  If

        you  allow me a modern paraphrase, it  might  be something like

        trying to say:

              - what  you  eat  enters  the  stomach, and goes into the

              toilet, and that makes all the food clean?!  <-{that goes

              into the toilet?!}

        Silly!  But, that is what they are trying to make Yeshua out to

        be saying.

        But again a  modern paraphrase [following the lead of the KJV]:

              - what  you  eat  enters  the  stomach, and goes into the

              toilet, and so the food is purged (from the system).

        Much  better sense!  And I believe that is what was being said,

        that (if allowed a darash on the passage):

              - what  enters  the  mouth is a visitor, but  what leaves

              the mouth is a resident!

        And  so  I  believe  this captures the sense of the context the

        best.

        Stern, (following  the  Alexandrian  text),  in the  Jewish New

        Testament,  tries  to reconcile the bad translator bias, into a

        statement that is in harmony with first century Judaic thought:

              1. (Thus He declared all foods ritually clean)

        But,  this  while  addressing  the  issue  of  "FOODS",  (which

        something  had  to be  kosher to be considered a food in Judaic

        thought in  the first place),  and tying that in with the first

        question  put to Yeshua, about n'tilat-yadayim, (ritual washing

        of  hands, and  NOT  the  washing  of  hands before eating non-

        kosher  foods!) -  This idea, (while supported by the context),

        is not supported by the manuscripts themselves.

             So...,  we  are left with the conclusion, I believe,  that

        the  KJV  and  The  Interlinear  Bible  have  captured the true

        meaning of what Yeshua actually said.

             The  early  Syriac/Biblical-Aramaic of Mark  bears out the

        KJV reading too:

             1. thrown away and purged/cleansed (of) all foods. -(or in

             short,  removed  from  the  body.  So  that  the  body  is

             cleansed; -  NOT  the thing thrown out into the 'toilet'!)

        [Acts 10:15; Rom.14:14,17,20; 1Tim.4:4; Titus 1:5]

                                {QUESTION}:

    {Do the Tanakh/{OT} Feasts of the Lord have meaning for Gentiles?}

                                 {ANSWER}:

        If they do not have meaning to you already,  they should.   Not

        only do the various  Gentile Churches already celebrate several

        of  the  Biblical  Feasts, (though on the wrong calendar days),

        when  they celebrate:  Passion Week - (Chag HaMatzot / Feast of

        Unleaven Bread; Good-Friday - (Pesach / Passover); Resurrection

        Sunday - (Omer Raesheet,  including:  The  First Feast Of First

        Fruits);  Pentecost - (Shavuot,  including: The Second Feast Of

        First Fruits), but these first Biblical Feasts  were shadows of

        things that WERE  to  come, (with Messiah's first coming).  Yet

        the second "fall" Biblical Feasts are considered  to be shadows

        of  things  that ARE to come!  Not only are future events  seen

        as being prophesied in them: Rosh HaShannah-(The Feast of

        Trumpets, as representing the Rapture);  Yom Kippur - (The  Day

        of  Attonement,  where: all Israel shall be saved, as spoken of

        by Sha'ul/[Paul] in the book of Romans); Sukkot - (The Feast Of

        Booths,  as the time when Messiah shall Tabernacle / dwell with

        man and reign from Yerushalayim/[Jerusalem]  for  1,000  years,

        which is the seventh Feast, [the 7th 1,000 year "day" -  a  day

        unto YHVH/The-Lord  is as a  thousand years],  before  the  8th 
        Holy Day [Shabbat]); which  brings us  full  cycle  to the 
        Shabbat - (with  the  re-creation of the  Heavens and the 
        earth, when all creation comes full cycle and is restored to a 
        "good" state, as before the  fall  of  man in  the garden), -   

        but one should ask themselves: Should  the  shadow  of  
        Messiah, the One who is to come, be disregarded or shown no 
        respect?! - No; I'd say rather it SHOULD be shown high regard!

                                    ALSO:

        In  John  10:22 is mentioned the Festival of Hanukkah, which is

        not  mentioned in Tanakh, (O.T.),  but instituted in 165 B.C.
        by  Judas Massabeus  commemorating the cleansing  of the Temple

        after its desecration by Antiochus Epiphanes.  Mentioned in the

        Apocrypha (1Macc. 4:52-59), and in the Rabbinic writings.

                                ARTICLE IV

{I'm  not  addressing  this article, (which is somewhat harsh), to  all

specifically; but only to those who feel they must persecute the Jewish

Believers,  to whom the following applies.  It  makes me sad to have to

write such things, but in certain quarters this problem has become VERY

severe, and needs to be addressed}:

    An apology to "certain" within Gentile (so-called) Christianity:

   Why should one be called into question for accepting the  words of

               Messiah Yeshua, and trying to follow them?!

     The last  words  unto  His talmidim/(disciples) before our Saviour

was  taken up into Heaven were: ...teaching them to observe ALL THINGS,

WHATSOEVER I have commanded you....  Should it then be so strange; that

we, as were the "myriads of Jewish Believers who are/(were) zealous for

the  Torah"  [Acts 21b],  take the words of our  Rabbi Yeshua seriously

when  He  proclaimed that  heaven and earth would pass away before even

one  stroke of the  Torah?!  Or again, where our Rabbi says that we are

not to disregard the least mitzvah/(command) of the Torah, nor to teach

others to do so; are  we called into  question when  as  Ruach HaKodesh

/(The Holy Spirit)  gives  us  power, we keep the Holy Mitzvot/Commands

which  The  Father  gave  by His own hand unto Moshe/(Moses)?!  Yes; He

proclaimed to the  P'rushim for them to cleanse first the inside of the

cup, but THEN it followed: the outside also! Or, to refrain from eating

not only the smaller non-kosher nat; but the larger non-kosher camel as

well! Or to do first the weighter matters of the Torah; and then NOT to

leave  the  others undone!  ...So: in His instruction to them, He NEVER

told them to stop doing the least, only first do the weighter things!

                ...teaching them to observe all things...

No; this revelation was not given in Rome, nor Salt Lake City, nor even

Brooklyn!  It was given in the streets of Yerushalayim in Eretz-Israel;

and on the  shores of  Lake haGalil,  spoken to the Jewish people,  and

by a  Jewish Rabbi;  and carried to the nations/goyim of  the world, by

a group of  Twelve Jewish Talmidim!  Is it not somewhat strange, that a

Council  of  Y'hudim/(Jewish)  Believers had  to  meet, to  examine the

question  of  whether  the  Gentile/Goyim  Believers  had  to  keep the

mitzvot/commandments  of  Torah, {as they -the Y'hudim natzratim- did};

and  now,  2,000 years later, we see a large group of Goyim, refuse the

right  of  the  Y'hudim  to keep these same Mitzvot of Torah which they

have kept from before the giving of the "Gospel"?!  - And those Mitzvot

even  instructed  by  the Jewish Messiah!  Or that as Rav Sha'ul/(Paul)

announced,  to  NOT  JUDGE  ANOTHER  in respect to Holy Days, Shabbats,

etc....; now today certain Goyim/Gentile Believers turn that around, as

those  who  wrestle  with  the  words  of  Sha'ul/(Paul)  to  their own

destruction, (as Kefa/[Peter] warns us of in his letter), and JUDGE the

Y'hudim according to their Biblical respect of the Holy Days, Shabbats,

etc...!  Hypocrites! - In  whatsoever  state  a man is called, there in

let  him remain,  if uncircumcised,  let  him  remain uncircumcised, if

CIRCUMCISED, LET HIM REMAIN CIRCUMCISED!   For neither circumcision nor

uncircumcision is anything; but the keeping of the Mitzvot/Commandments

of  Elohim.  ...Which  commands/Mitzvot  we keep; as did the myriads of

Jewish Believers who were very zealous for the Torah  [Acts 21b]!   For

there were those who were saying, FALSELY  of Sha'ul/(Paul) that he was

saying  to  forsake the  Torah and  circumcision,  etc...., but Ya'akov

[Yeshua's brother] was saying they were in error!  Shall we then listen

to those who'd misconstrue Sha'ul's words today, those who say the very

same  falsehoods as were being spread about Sha'ul back then in the 1st

century A.D.;  and  so  should  we to  go contrary to both the Words of

Yeshua  and  His brother Ya'akov?!  Was  the  1st  century  problem  of

Judaizers, only to be replaced at this point in history, as we approach

the end-times, with GENTILE-IZERS!  You  who  are able  to judge, judge

THIS among yourselves.

                ...teaching them to observe all things...

And  some  of  you  Gentiles,  you who are supposed to believe that ALL

Scripture is given for instruction and learning and reproof; so you now

spurn the words of the  Prophets who declared that  during the reign of

Yeshua  Messiah  Ben-David, for 1,000 years over the nations with a rod

of iron from Yerushalayim, will re-institute the New Moons/Rosh Chodesh

and the  Shabbats, for all  mankind?!  Is there no regard for the root,

that  you  have been grafted into? - You as the Commonwealth of Israel,

-are you now suddenly the Nation, or still the "Commonwealth"?! Or must

we now,  as lesser  parts  of  the  Body,  digress  likewise into pagan

observances,  as  in the whore goddess easterous/ishitar day of easter;

or  will  you  be  gracious  enough,  to  allow  us  to  celebrate  the

Resurrection  of  our  Lord and  Saviour  on  the  First Feast of First

Fruits, the first day of the week after Pesach/Passover -Omer Raesheet:

the  day  on  which  it actually occurred! - Or must we bow to eating a

piece of ham, (as once the "Church" ordered), to PROVE that we're truly

Saved by the Lamb!  - As those who proclaimed 'another gospel & another

jesus' have done, AND MUCH WORSE, so  often to  our people,  the  Jews,

down through the centuries, even up to these "modern" times!

                ...teaching them to observe all things...

Or  did  the Scribes  of old preserve the Scriptures, that were carried

by the Talmidim/(Disciples) to the nations; only to have certain of the

Goyim/Gentiles, - those  who grasped the  Name of "Jesus" falsely, wrap

the Jewish people with their own Torah Scrolls, and burnt them to death

at  the  stake!  Any  why?  ...Because they  would not accept a 'loving

"jesus"', who'd have "his" followers do such a thing!  And the 'Church'

wonders  why the Y'hudim don't flock to their call?!  But you will say:

That  was  "them",  we  have  not  done such things.  But this attitude

remains,  suppressed  only  for  a  moment.  Think  back to a time only

about 47 years ago ...hitler's Germany. - Where was the "Church" then?:

when  the  cries  of  the Jewish people in the gas chambers rose to the

Heavens, - from the very  country that was the cradle of the Protestant

movement!  And Rome, and even folks in authority in our own "Christian"

country,  chose to shut their ears to those screams, till 6,000,000 had

died!  And  even  now,  a  small country of only a few, the size of New

Jersey, surrounded  by  hostile forces that have decreed that they will

drive  every Jew into the sea & wage war after war without provocation;

and riot daily in the territories  with fire  bombs and  axes and guns,

- and the press declares this little country to be the aggressive one?!

No, our  country  would do no better if the situation was reversed, and

probably  worse!  And  all  this  while the World Council of "churches"

supports the PLO, - terrorists!

                ...teaching them to observe all things...

Thankfully  there  have been those of Gentile Christianity who have not

been/felt  this way.  Those who've  come to  the rescue of the House of

Israel; who've NOT  boasted against the natural-branches; who've heeded

the  words  of  Messiah  Yeshua  when  he  quoted  from Torah: Love thy

neighbor as thyself; - and those who've prayed for the  shalom/peace of

Yerushalayim; and who'd sheltered Jewish people from the nazi's; etc...

                 And the above was not written for them.

As  prophesied in Tanakh/(O.T.) the time of Ya'akov's/(Jacob's) trouble

is coming, as spoken by the Prophet Daniel; BUT: YHVH will not hold him

guiltless, who: touches the apple of His eye!

... sin is Law-less-ness-<Gr./458: violation of the Torah>. 1Jn.3:4b.
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 [The  Messianic Jewish & Gentile  Believing community only, is hereby
 given permission to re-print and distribute this file as is on a non-
 profit basis only, or to quote from it if need be in secondary tracts
 /responses as long as the sources are identified.]
 
The following are replies from the Observant Messianic Jewish community
to  *the Gentile  Christian  Community,  and  also to  those outside of
Conservative  Christianity  that  hold  to NON-Orthodox-Christian views
concerning  the  nature of YHVH.  This article is given to defend our
stance,  beliefs,  and faith.  Material for this file has resulted from
public   discussions  on  *Computer  Bulletin  Board  systems  on  this
particular  subject.   This  should  not  necessarily be considered the
"final word"  on  this  subject,  as this  is a very brief over-view of
these matters, and not an indepth study.
         This file is only meant to introduce these subjects.
 
*(The wording  of  this file is so geared to present these ideas to the
Gentile  Believing  community.   For  a  more  Judaic  approach to this
subject, or  if you'd like to see additional information on this topic,
please either see the file:  APOLOGIA.TX1 @ Article III,  or at the end
of this file in PART IV, where parts from this are given.)
 
*(Reading  back  through  Parts 1 through 3 of this file,  they  appear
somewhat disjointed in thought in a few places.  This is due in part to
this  file  originally  having  been  composed  in response to on-going
discussion[s] on this topic on Computer BBS systems, and so most of the
parties were already familiar with certain criteria that may/may-not be
immediately obvious to those of you reading this,  {without the benefit
of having seen the other 'sides' discussion[s] that led to this  file}.
Rather than completely re-write this file,  I have decided  to leave it
in more  or less the same  form that it  was first uploaded  to the BBS
echo in.  With that in mind, it is still my hope that this will provide
some information you will find of value.)
 
    This  is the  *printed-tract, hand-out version, also suitable for
    computer  distribution, (per guidelines above);  as (was) available on: MIDRASH BBS.
[NOTE: While there are a few interesting quotes in the Zohar (especially in the Amsterdam version), that one might use for witnessing purposes, that show certain Messianic Believer views on the Divinity of Messiah and the Tri-Unity of YHVH are not outside of Rabbinic Judaic thought; yet: I have removed most all of them from this document. - I consider the Zohar too profane, as it is mixed with many pagan false-religion ideas, to feel justified in using it as a source. And the possibility of one entering into grave error and deception exists for those who might pursue looking further into those writings. -  However: Since these same ideas are shown in other more ancient Judaic and Rabbinic writings anyway, I’ve used those here instead.]

The quotations from Tanakh/(The Older Covenant) will sometimes vary a verse or  two in location in certain translations  from what is given, depending on which version you are using.]
 
     +================================================================+
     |       |                                                |       |
     |      _-_                                               -       |
     |      | |----------------------------------------------| |      |
     |      | | Sh'ma Yisrael YHVH ELOHEINU YHVH Echad       | |      |
     |      | | V'ahata et  YHVH Elohekha b'khol l'vavcha    | |      |
     |      | |     oovkhol nafsh'kha ovvkhol me'odekha      | |      |
     |      | |----------------------------------------------| |      |
     |      -_-                                              -_-      |
     |       |                                                |       |
     +================================================================+
                                 
                                PART I
                    THE TRI-UNITY OF YHVH ELOHIM:
             {Various modern Trinity formulas, or Modalism?
                                -(or)-
                Is there a road between these two ditches}
 
There are two main ideas expressed in "Christian"  understanding on the
nature of YHVH ELOHIM {(the) LORD GOD} today: Trinity -The idea that
there are Three absolutely distinct Persons which together are the  One
God;  and  Modalism: -  The  idea  that the  One  God  is  an  absolute
singularity  Who manifests to mankind as either the Father, the Son, or
the  Holy Spirit,  but that because God  is a singularity, then Each is
actually the Other, and that the Son while on earth was all Three.
     It is my contention both of these ideas have "some" truth,  & as a
result, can both be argued from a Scriptural viewpoint.   There IS ONLY
One God/Elohim!  And yet the One God/Elohim shows Himself to mankind as
the Father, the Son/Messiah,  and the Ruach HaKodesh/Holy Spirit, -{not
assuming these  three "modes"  one at a time, but expressing Himself to
mankind, and  from eternity, as Three}.  This idea is called the Unity,
or  the  Tri-Unity of YHVH/HaShem, and I believe it is closer to the
Biblical understanding, and perhaps is closer to what the original idea
of  the  Trinity  was,  before it digressed into a type of 'polytheism'
expressed by certain of the more modern understandings of the  Godhead.
     First,  let  me  try  to illustrate  all three of these ideas by a
physical   illustration  -  {noting  that  the  physical   is   a  poor
representation, (at best), of the Spiritual}.
 
TRINITY: {Modern}:  Three separate candle-holders with three candles in
them  burning, and together understood as representing God.  {Ancient}:
The  ancient  idea,  I  believe, was closer to the idea of one menorah/
candle-holder  with  three branches, holding three burning candles, and
so, was closer to the idea of the Tri-Unity of YHVH/HaShem, as follows:
 
TRI-UNITY:  One  candle-holder,  holding three candles braided into one
candle;  or  else:  one candle with three wicks burning with one flame.
 
MODALISM:  One three branched candle-holder, with one candle that moves
back and forth between the three branches.
 
First,  before  I  go  on, we should establish some things expressed in
Scripture  that  all  three  of these ideas hold. First: Yeshua/(Jesus)
is  God!   The  Father  is  God, and the Holy Spirit is God.  This is a
given  understanding  in all three of these viewpoints above, but it is
also where the  similarity  ceases.   As one who holds to the Tri-Unity
stance:  I  believe that Yeshua Messiah's Divine nature IS TOTALLY God/
Elohim; but NOT THE TOTALITY of Elohim, (which is NOT in conflict with
Scripture  that  states  Yeshua/(Jesus) is  the fullness of the Godhead
bodily!)  Also I believe this concerning the Father and Ruach HaKodesh/
(The Holy Spirit), - that Each is Elohim; yet: Each is not, (neither in
specific  nor  in  absolute reality), completely and totally the Other,
(as would be expressed by the Hebrew word yacheed: an absolute singular
one).   Rather  I  hold  that the Hebrew word which is used Biblically,
Echad - (a composite/Unity One  -  as in evening/morning echad/one day;
man  and  wife echad/one  flesh; Hear O Israel YHVH ELOHEINU YHVH
Echad/One.), provides a correct understanding of the Tri-Unity.  And as
a result, each One is never apart from the Other, - {as that would be a
wrong   idea   of  three   absolute   singular/(yacheed)  beings,  that
collectively are called the Echad/(One) God/Elohim.}
     I will attempt to show this from a Biblical, ancient Rabbinic, and
historical stance.  Let's start at Genesis -{in Hebrew: Beresheet = (In
the beginning).  A good place to start <grin>}.</grin>
     Gen.1 - In  the beginning Elohim created the heaven and the earth.
And  the  earth  was  without  form  and  void; and darkness was on the
surface  of  the waters.  And the Ruach/Spirit of Elohim moved over the
surface of the waters.  And God said, Let there be light: and there was
light...
     In the beginning Elohim...   No one really has a problem in under-
standing here that Elohim includes the Father, {some would say that God
here  is  only the Father}.  Then we see ...the Spirit of God moved...,
which  is  held by some to be the Holy Spirit,  by others the Spirit of
King Messiah - {the ancient Rabbinic stance is that this Spirit is none
other  than  the  Spirit  of  King  Messiah}.  Then  we see: ...And God
SAID... - and many would agree that included in this "SAID" is the idea
of  the  Word/Davar/Memra  of Elohim, the pre-Incarnate Word of Elohim,
Who  became  Yeshua the Messiah.  But whatever viewpoint is adopted, it
is  clear  that  the  idea  of  the  "Spirit  of Elohim", is a distinct
Manifestation of Elohim, not expressing the totality of Elohim, but yet
His  Spirit. This passage is paralleled in John 1- In the beginning was
the Davar/Word/Memra,  and the Davar was with Elohim, and the Davar was
Elohim.   The Same was in the beginning with Elohim. ...All things were
made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made....
     First  of  all,  we know that Elohim/God alone is the Creator, and
so  relating  back  to the idea in Gen. of: ...And God said:..., we see
from  a  physical  illustration,  that once you as a person speak, your
words  are  both you, and with you. -[in other words: you couldn't hear
your  own words,  nor could the person you are speaking to, unless your
words, (which are a part of you), were external to yourself!]   Man  is
created in the image of  God, and you illustrate the idea of the Davar/
Memra/Word of God, (in a very limited sense of course), every  time you
speak!  Your  words  are  both  with you,  and  are you,  yet  they are
external to you, as they are heard by your own ears!
     It  has  been said: The Father spoke, and the Word is the Messiah,
and  the  breath  that  carries the Word is the Ruach HaKodesh/The Holy
Spirit.
     But, here we must state that no  'part'  of Elohim, should ever be
stated  as  being "dumb/non-intelligent"; rather:  the  Word,  and  the
Breath of Elohim are not simply "active forces", (as the Holy Spirit is
stated  to be by Jehovah witnesses), but instead, are Each: expressive,
conscious,  and communicative. -[Who would say that a part of Elohim is
non-conscious,  or  only  a force?!  Any Manifestation of the True God/
Elohim  must  of  Itself  hold  the  nature of the True God/Elohim: all
knowledge, wisdom and understanding!]
     We  are created in the "image" of Elohim/God, and this "image" can
show  forth, (in part), the  state of  the  Creator;  but  since we are
fallen  from  His "likeness"  we  are not able to understand His nature
from the natural man. {Spiritual things are Spiritually discerned}.
 
   *================================================================*
   |            It has been said: The Father Spoke, and the Word is Messiah, and         |
   |                                    the Breath that carries the Word is the                                  |
   |                                           Ruach HaKodesh-(Holy Spirit).                                          |
   *================================================================*

                               PART II
                    THE TRI-UNITY OF YHVH ELOHIM:
           {Various modern Trinity formulas, or Modalism?
                                -(or)-
             Is there a road between these two ditches}
 
     In  this  second  part,  we'll  continue  by looking at both early
quotes from Believers which show the idea of the Tri-Unity,  as well as
ancient  Rabbinic   writings  which  shows  this,  in  connection  with
Scripture from Tanach [the Old(er) Covenant].
 
     The  verse  in Genesis 1:26a-27: Then God said, Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our likeness, ... So God created man in His Own
image;  in  the image of God He created him; male and female He created
them; -has always been one that is disputed with theological gymnastics
by  those  who  deny  the Tri-Unity of YHVH/Y'hovah/Yahuay Elohim –

{YHVH God}.  Saying  all  sorts  of  things,  such  as: God is talking in the
"royal  we"  tense, - [fine for King's English, but  no cigar in Hebrew
tenses :-) ]; or that God was in some way consulting the angels in this
discussion,  hence "let Us".  But, due to the construct of the passage,
God  would  then  be including the angels in the creation itself, which
flies  in  the  face of Scripture!  This verse was a difficult ones for
the Rabbi's as well, as we see in the following:
         Rabbis Samuel bar-Nahman in the name of Rabbi Jonathan
         said,  that  at  the  time when Moses wrote the Torah,
         writing  a  portion  of it daily, when he came to this
         verse which says, 'And Elohim said, let Us make man in
         Our  image  after Our likeness,' Moses said, Master of
         the Universe why do You give herewith an excuse to the
         sectarians -(who believe in the Tri-Unity of God), God
         answered Moses, You write and whoever wants to err let
         him err.
Here we see, that, {in this case}, the Rabbi's, (while disagreeing with
the Messianic Jews / {Natzratim} over  the issue of the Tri-Unity), can
offer  no direct rebuttal to their stance, and rather has Moses himself
questioning God concerning it, & him stating that it is: "an excuse" to
believe this!  While this does not absolutely 'prove' anything, it does
show  that  the Rabbi's were having difficulty disproving the stance of
the  Tri-Unity  based upon  the construct of this verse, and were in an
off-hand way agreeing with the  Natzratim understanding of the language
used here, by not directly refuting it.
     A  side  note  on  this  verse,  we  are created in the 'image' of
Elohim.  It  is obvious from various verses of Scripture, that we are a
three-fold  being,  soul/spirit/body; - yet we are only one person, but
capable  of  expressing  ourselves from  all three aspects of our being
at  the  same time.  Should  one doubt this, consider the state of your
soul  in  dreams when you body is unconscious.  Or even better, praying
in  the Spirit/spirit, while  feeling joy in your soul as you hold your
small child in your arms,  while speaking out loud in the flesh.  (...I
will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding.
I  will sing with the spirit, & I will also sing with the understanding
- 1Cor.14:15b; ...the  mind controlled by the Spirit/spirit is life and
peace.; etc., etc...).  But  all these  illustrations, showing  in what
ways we are  similar to God, (in us being created in His image), do not
do  justice  to the nature of Elohim, - we being only but a small image
after all.
                  Let's take a look at another passage:
In the  Soncino Chumash on  portion Wayyera Beresheet/(Genesis) Chapter
18, we find some very interesting commentary...
 
V.1   "And  YHVH/HaShem appeared  unto  him..."
     Rashbam, in the commentary on verse 1, does comment that the usage
of YHVH/HaShem is connected to the rest of the story, -relating to the three
angels  in  verse 2; yet  while this  is not the only Rabbinic thought,
(others  thinking  that  it  is  a  separate  occurrence), at least one
Rabbinic thought is that it is connected and not a separate appearance.
 
V.2  three men...One  to bring the tidings that  Sarah would give birth
to a son, the second to overthrow Sodom, and the third to heal Avraham;
the last also went on from there to save Lot (R, E).   (This commentary
by Abraham Ibn Ezra & Rashi,  will come into play later,  as we see the
identity of the angel according to the Text later).
 
V.3  my Lord*.  First we have the one of the traditional understandings
that Avraham addressed the chief angel,(so some say he's not signifying
God; another one puts it, a word* in Torah is profain),  HOWEVER, if we
look   at   another  commentary,  from  the  Chumash,  we  see  Another
interpretation:   He  spoke to  God, praying  Him to wait  until he had
attended to his quests (R).  {Again  by Rashi, we see that according to
him,the usage of Adonai here is not profain, but rather is then Avraham
talking to God! - (Although he doesn't  mean it as in person toward the
angels,  but in a vision if you will,  HOWEVER....) The next commentary
states: He recognized that they were angels,  and therefore called them
by their Master's Name, Lord (N).  Here Nachmanides throws the hat back
in the ring, stating that Avraham did address the angels,  and intended
to use  Ad*nai  when speaking to them!   Now of course,  the  Messianic
interpretation  would  be  that  all  three are  correct!  That Avraham
addressed the Chief Angel,  that He spoke to God, (or more specific, to
HaMemra  shel  Elohim / the  Metatron / HaTzimtzim/ The  Angel  of the
Covenant),  and  that  in  fact  he  wanted to address Him, (not with a
profane scribal error*, but:), with the word Ad*nai!
 
V.10 ...and He said: I will certainly return unto thee.  According to R
the subject of "said" is the angel who spoke as God's messanger;  hence
the "I" refers to God. N observes that R construes I as God, because we
do not find that the angel returned the following year.  The fulfilment
of  the promise can  only be lie in the statement:  The Lord remembered
Sarah as He said  (xxxi. I).  Now it gets even more interesting,  let's
look at the speech of this Angel starting in verse 13....  (side  note:
of course no conflict here if the Angel is  HaMemra,  as then the visit
would  have been  b'Ruach  shel Elohim,  and would have been the Angel,
HaTzimtzim, - being a Ruach/Spirit being; but not just a mere angel.)
 
V.13 YHVH/The-LORD/HaShem. i.e. the chief  angel (Sh).  Well... not too much question here as to Rashbam counts this as, of course, he is not taking a  direct  relationship here between the Angel and YHVH/HaShem, right?!  But let us  look at  the passage  itself: "...vaiyomer YHVH/HA-SHEM el-Avraham",
Now this is quite clear who is speaking here folks, and in light of the
above  commentary  and the various Rabbinic quotations on  this passage
following, it is very  plain to see.  "And  YHVH/HaShem said  unto  Avraham:
Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying:  Shall {...}  V.14  Is any thing too
hard for YHVH/HaShem?", (please look at the word construct closely here). To continue...
 
[BTW...notice  also in  commentary on verse 15. Sforno states...Avraham
knew that GOD'S  rebuke was well  founded and  could therefore deny her
statement. {S}.  (But remember, the rebuke was from the angel?!)].
 
V.16   the men rose up.   Two of them went on to Sodom,  but  the Chief
remained with Abraham  to  inform  him of Sodom's destruction.   In the
conversation that follows it is he who spoke  (Sh; [...]   {Now here we
have  Rashbam  clearly  stating  who  is speaking,  even though he [Sh]
doesn't agree that it is YHVH/HaShem, look at how this Angel speaks...
 
Again the Angel speaks in V.17 as...  And YHVH/The-LORD/HaShem said:
Again the Angel speaks in V.20 as...  And YHVH/The-LORD/HaShem said:
(Still speaking in verse 21):  ...I will  go  down now, and see whether
they  have [...],  which is come unto Me {CAPPED in the Chumash}; (now,
the  two are  just leaving,  prior  to  this  they had been looking out
toward  Sodom  and listening  to  the  Angel Who speaks as YHVH/HaShem)  22.
And the men  turned  from thence,  and went  toward Sodom;  but Avraham
stood  yet  before YHVH, (already identified in Rashbam's commentary
as here being the  Angel who remained)  {At  this  point  please  note:
Avraham talks directly to the angel, asking HIM to spare Sodom,  now...
all  through  the  verses 23-25, the discussion continues with Him, all
referrences to the One addressed in the passage by Avraham, (Capital!);
then we come to 25b...that be far from Thee; shall not the Judge of all
the earth do justly? (still addressed directly to the Angel) -the Angel
replies 26:  And  YHVH/HaShem  said: {...}  then  I  will  forgive... (NOTE:
Avraham's  reply  to  the Angel...) 27.  And Avraham answered and said:
'Behold now, I have taken upon me to  speak  unto  YHVH/The-LORD, who am but
dust and ashes...,  and continues to address  the Angel as YHVH/HaShem  till
verse 33,  which ends it with: ...v'ai'aelek YHVH / And YHVH/HaShem  went
His  way,  as soon  as He had left off speaking to Avraham; and Avraham
returned unto his place.
 
Well folks if you don't see how we get this interpretation by now!
 
Now to conclude with Rabbinic Commentary on the nature of  this 'Angel'
Who is called  the Angel of the Covenant,  (and  appears  again  as the
Angel of the Lord,  or  the Angel of the Covenant  when  Avraham was to
offer up  Yitzchak….
     This is the  Tzimtzim that is spoken of in  Rabbinic lit. as being
the  angel  Metatron, who according to Jewish theology, discoursed with
Moses,  and  the  Angel in whom God placed His Name.  It is interesting
to  note,  that the ancient understanding of the Tzimtzim,  was  one of
a 'part' of God, {"...Who is an Emanation from Him..."}, and considered
God,  but  never  thought  of as the totality of Elohim/God.  This idea
is  expressed  somewhat  as  well  in  the Aramaic understanding of the
Memra, - (along with the dual meaning of the Hebrew  word  Davar/Word),
and is treated quite fully  in Edershiem's: The Life And Times Of Jesus
The Messiah, so I will not go into more depth on it here.
     I  think  that by now, it should become somewhat clear that all is
not as it is often presented, when one starts to dig into this subject!
         Let's look at a couple of other Judaic statements:
"He  has  no difficulty as the  Jewish Encyclopedia also says, (Vol.12,
page  261):  'The Cabala, on the other hand…was  far less hostile to

the dogma of the Trinity, since  by  its  speculations regarding  the 

Father,  the Son,  and the Spirit,  it  evolved  a  new trinity....'"   

     For more on this subject see: The Great Mystery, How Can Three Be

One? by Rabbi Tzvi Nassi/Hirsch Prinz. This is an excellent book on this

subject, and in my opinion proves once and for all, from Rabbinic and

early Judaic writings standpoint, that the Tri-Unity stance is the correct

one. 

     Another good book that  gets  into  this  subject is: Messiah – A

Rabbinic And Scriptural Viewpoint, by Burt Yellin.   But I chose  this ref.,

since you'll note: Even a non-Messianic and unbiased Judaic source, {The Jewish

Encyclopedia}, shows that the idea of a 'Trinity' in certain Rabbinic Judaic

thought is valid.

     
Also,  here  are  a  few (of many such)  quotes  that are  from various
ancient Rabbinic & Judaic sources showing various aspects of this idea:
  
MIDRASH MISHLE [10:21]:  Rab  Huna  counted amongst the  seven Names of
Messiah also:  HaShem/(YHVH Zidkenu), [Referring to Jer.23:6].
 
R. JOSEPH ALBO OF TOLEDO [SEPHER IKKARIM 28:54] The Scripture calleth the
Names of Messiah also: LORD Zidkenu, because He is the Mediator through
Whom we shall get the righteousness of YHVH/The-LORD.
 
          [Midrash Ecah (1:51)]: ...What is the  Name  of King
          Messiah?  To  this answered Rabbi  Abba bar  Kahana:
          YHVH is His Name, for it is  written  (Jer.23:6):
          'This is  the Name whereby He shall be called: 'YHVH
          Zidkenu'.  As Rabbi Levi said, "Happy is the country
          that it's name is the name of its King, and its King
          the same as its God. Happy is the country  that it's
          name  is the same as  it's King as it says: 'And the
          name of the  city  from that  day shall be,  YHVH is
          there (Ez. 48:35)'.  The Name of the King  is as the
          Name of its God as it  says, 'And this is the  Name
          you shall call Him: YHVH Zidkenu.'
 
[On Is. 9:6; R. Aben Ezra]: ...There are some interpreters who say that
'Wonderful, Everlasting  Father' are  Names of  God and only 'Prince of
Peace'  is  the  Name  of  the  Child;   but  according  to my view the
interpretation  is right (which says):  all are the Names of the Child.
 
[Rabbi T. Nassi on Rosh HaShannah] ...the three-fold sound of the ram's
horn  which is sounded on Rosh Hashanah, is an emblem of the Three-fold
nature of God.
 
  Sefer Yezirah pp.49-50, MantuaEd.~R.Moses Butarili; pp.50 MantuaEd:
         Blessed be the Name of the living Elohim/God,  of Him who
         lives  forever.  By  Voice,  Wind  and  Speech  (is
         revealed) Ruach HaKodesh. ... Ruach of Ruach, by Whom
               He (God) created and hewed out the world.
         "Ruach of Ruach". Explanation: Ruach of Ruach HaKodesh
         by which  the author  of S. Yezirah means to say: The
         Ruach Who proceeds from the Ruach, the living Elohim.
         This is the Second Ruach,  through  Whom were created
         the heaven and the earth.  (Lit., that which is above
             and that which is below, and the four winds.)
  - The Great Mystery, R. Tzvi Nassi, Nathanael's journey Part IV @2.
 
  R. Moses Butarili on Sefer Yezirah, p.85, Col.1 Mantua Ed.ch.5 @ 1:
         The Cabalists call the second Sephira Metatron,  the
         Keeper, which is an inferior name to His Name the Son
         of Elohim/God. (Joshua 5:13-15):  Art thou for us, or for
         our adversaries?  He  said,  Nay,  as a Prince of the
         host of the Lord, I  am  come. etc. Metatron appeared
         unto Joshua, etc.
 - The Great Mystery, R. Tzvi Nassi, Nathanael's journey Division 3 @8
 
    Tanakh Malachi 3:1 (Lesser trans.) & Rabbinic commentary @ loc:
         Behold, I will send my messenger, and He shall clear
         out the way before me: and suddenly will come to His
         Temple the Lord Whom ye seek; and  the Messenger  of
         the Covenant Whom ye desire, for behold He is coming
         saith  YHVH/the-LORD  of  hosts.  - Malachi 3:1/Lesser's
              The Lord is the King Messiah;  He is  also  the
         Angel of the Covenant.  -Kimchi
              The Lord  is both the Divine Majesty,  and  the
         Angel  of the Covenant, for the sentence is doubled.
         -Ibn Ezra
              The Lord may  be explained of the King Messiah.
          - Mashmiah Jeshua, fol.76
               The  Most Holy is the Messiah, for  He is more
          holy than the sons of David. - R. Nachman
         Our  Rabbis  expound  this in  a Midrash of the King
         Messiah  saying,  He  shall be  higher than  Abraham
         exalted above Moses and loftier than the ministering
         angels. -  R. Sa'adyah Ibn Danan / Midrash  Tanchuma
 
     For to us a Son is born,  to us a Son is given:  and  He
     shall receive the Law upon Him to keep it;  and His Name
     is called from of old,  Wonderful, Counselor, ELOHA, The
     Mighty, Abiding to Eternity, The Messiah,  because peace
     shall be multiplied on us in His days.
     - Isaiah 9:6 Targum Jonathan
 
     For  those  who cannot look upon the Son Himself, behold
     Him in His reflected light, even thus do they regard the
     image of God, Who is His Angel, the Word [Logos], as God
     Himself.  - (De Plant Noe) Philo Judeaus
 
     There are it seemeth two Temples of God. The one in this
     world, in  which  also there is a High Priest, His First
     Begotten Divine Word [Logos]. - Philo Judeaus
 
[Ps.2:12 Heb. 'Bar' = 202] ...Thou art the Son, the faithful shepherd;
of Thee it is said,  'Kiss the Son'. {note: this has different wording
in the  English of many modern Jewish Tanach translations, yet not all
of them,  but it is there in the Hebrew!,  and indeed we find it *here
as  well (below)}  Thou art the  Governor of the Universe, the Head of
Israel,  the Lord of ministering angels,  the Son of the Highest,  the
Son of the Holy and Blessed  One,  yea the very Shechinah.  (Note: The
Shechinah is the VERY HOLY SPIRIT OF YHVH/HA-SHEM!).
             Our Doctors expound the Psalm of the Messiah.
                     - (Jarchi (Maas) [ref.Ps.2]
 
       It  is  well  known that in the coming of the Messiah is
       (included) the coming of the Blessed God into the world.
       - R. Alschech
 
Philo Judeaus (De Plant Noe):  For those who cannot look upon the Son
Himself, behold Him in His reflected light,  even thus do they regard
the image of God, Who is His Angel, the Word [Logos], as God Himself.
 
Of course, one could go on and on; but I hope I've showed that this
idea is not foreign to ancient  Judaism.  One more quotation before
leaving this aspect of the discussion:
 
              The Dead Sea Scrolls/The Melchizedek Scroll.
                               page 188
...According to the fragment,  Melchizedek is the eschatological judge;
'it is written of him in the  songs of David,  who said:  "God [Elohim]
has taken  His place  in the  divine council;  in the midst of the gods
He will hold judgment"'.   Melchizedek is  here called God [Elohim]...
The author of the text, to clarify his idea,  quotes [in lines 10-11] a
further verse from the Psalms as referring to Melchizedek:   'For their
sakes,  return on high,  the Lord will judge the nations'  [Ps. 7:7-8].
This Last Judgment will,  therefore, take place on high,   and on that
occasion--as we learn from lines 9 and 14--Melchizedek will be assisted
by  all  the celestial powers.   'Belial,  and the spirits of his lot',
will then be judged,  'and Melchizedek will vindicate  God's judgments'
[1,12].   He will thus not only pass judgment but also execute it.   If
the editor of the text has reconstructed line 8 correctly, this will be
the  time   'for the  atonement  of all children of light and those who
belong to  the lot  of Melchizedek';  in any case, line 5 mentions 'the
heritage  of  Melchizedek'.    During  the  last  judgment,  therefore,
Melchizedek  will separate the righteous, who are his lot and heritage,
from  the  wicked,  among them Belial and the spirits of his  lot,...on
whom he will wreck vengeance for transgressing God's judgment.
Melchizedek thus appears here as very similar to the  Son of Man of the
Book  of  Enoch and of the  Gospels:  'When the Son of Man comes in His
glory,  and all the angels with Him,  then  He will sit on his glorious
throne.   Before  Him  will  be  gathered  all the nations, and he will
separate them one from the other as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats, and He will place the sheep at His right hand, but the goats
at His left...' [Matt. 25:31-46]
                                page 190
The  story  of  the  miraculous  birth  of  Melchizedek is based upon a
difficult  verse  of  Psalms 110 [verse 3].  The Hebrew text has '...'.
The LXX translates,  'From  the  womb,  before the morning star, I have
begotten thee.'  The rendering 'I have begotten thee' is based upon the
spelling '...'.  If one begins with the assumption that, in Psalms 110,
God  addresses  Himself  to  Melchizedek,  the  text from which the LXX
translated  almost  compels  the  conclusion  that 'the Word of God has
created'  Melchizedek in the womb of his mother [as in the 'Book of the
Secrets of Enoch', page 81]....
It  is clear, however, that they believed--like the author of Hebrews--
that  Melchizedek  was immortal as Enoch and Elijah were.  Only on that
premise  is  it possible to explain their view that Melchizedek will be
judge in the Last Judgment....
 
This is only  part of  discussion in this chapter  on recent  published
material  from  the Qumran find of The Melchizedek Scroll, showing that
in  1st  century Israel, even amongst this ancient community, this idea
was not outside of ancient Judaic thought, (though admittedly, one will
not  hear  of  it  in  modern  Judaism,  except  for 'some' of the very
Orthodox Jewish folks, -if you could get them to talk to you about it!)
 
Before  we  move on to part III,  with discussion of the Tri-Unity from
other  passages in Tanakh as well as in the New Covenant; let's look at
two  more  ancient quotes from Believers around the 1st/2nd century, as
found in the  Apostolic Fathers [Lightfoot] The Reliques of the Elders,
Preserved in Irenaeus:
     In  the  same  way  also  did  that  older  Talmid/Disciple of the
Emissaries/Apostles  reason  about  the  two Testaments: declaring that
both  are  indeed from One and the same God; and that there is no other
God,  besides  Him  who  made  and formed us, nor any strength in their
argument, who  say  that  this world of ours was made either by angels,
or by any kind of power, or by some other god.
     For since by wood we lost Him,  by wood again He was made manifest
unto all,  showing forth the length and height and depth and breadth in
Himself;  and  as one of those who have gone before said, by the Divine
extension of His hands,  gathering the  two  peoples  together unto One
God.
     While  these  two  quotes  don't  in and of themselves address the
issue of:  Tri-Unity  vs. modalism; they do address the Arian heresy as
is it is held by the Jehovah witnesses, - by showing instead the Divine
nature of the Son,  as Him being Elohim/God.  This from an ancient Believer
historian, quoting even more ancient Believers.  There are a great deal
of  other  quotations  from  early  writers  around the 1st/2nd century
period, {& ABSOLUTELY prior to the 4th cent.},  that show that the idea
of the Tri-Unity is NOT a 325 AD invention!
 
        *Clement wrote his Letter to the Corinthians about 80 AD:
"The  Apostles  received  the Good-News  for us  from  the  Lord Yeshua
Messiah;  and  Yeshua  Messiah  was  sent  from God ... Receiving their
instructions   and  being  full   of  confidence  on   account  of  the
resurrection of  our Lord Yeshua Messiah, and confirmed in faith by the
word  of  God,  they  went forth in  the complete assurance of the Holy
Spirit...  Do  we  not have one  God,  one Messiah, and one Holy Spirit
poured out upon us? ... Accept  our counsel,  and you will have nothing
to regret.  For as God lives, and as the Lord Yeshua Messiah lives, and
the Holy Spirit..."
 
*Ignatius, 3rd Bishop of Antioch, hearer of the disciple John, martyred
in  the arena  by Emperor Trajan (c 110 AD).   He wrote 7 authenticated
letters during his journey to Rome.  The following in his Letter to the
Ephesians:
"There  is  one Physician,  who is both flesh and Spirit,  born and not
born,  who is God in man,  true life in death, broth from Mary and from
God, first able to suffer and then unable to suffer, Yeshua Messiah our
Lord. ... I   have   learned,   however,   that  certain  persons  from
elsewhere,  who  have  evil doctrine, have stayed with you; but you did
not  allow  them to sow it among you, and you stopped your ears so that
you  would not receive what they sow.  You are like stones for a temple
of  God,  prepared for  the  edifice of God the Father,  hoisted to the
heights by the crane of Yeshua Messiah, which is the cross, using for a
rope the Holy Spirit."
 
*Apologia  of  Aristides  the  Athenian, to the Emperor Antoninus Pius,
{mid-2nd century, usually ascribed to ca 140 AD):
"Christians  trace  their  origin  to the Lord Yeshua Messiah.  He that
came  down  from  Heaven in the Holy Spirit for the salvation of men is
confessed  to  be  the Son of the Most High God.  He was born of a holy
Virgin  without  seed of man, and took flesh without defilement; and He
appeared  among  men  so that He might  recall  them  from the error of
polytheism.  When He had accomplished His wonderful design,  by His own
free will and for  a  mighty purpose  He  tasted of death on the cross.
After three days,  however,  He came to life again and went up into the
Heavens. ... It  is  possible  for you,  O  king,  to learn to know the
report of His coming in the holy Good-News writing,  as it is called by
us -- should you  chance  to  come upon a copy.  He had 12 disciples...
These  are they who,  above every  people of  the earth, have found the
truth;  for they  acknowledge God, the Creator and Maker of all things,
in the only-begotten Son and in the Holy Spirit....  Other than Him, no
god do they worship..."
 
*175 AD Athenagoras, a Greek Christian, to the Emperor Marcus Aurelius:
"...I have sufficiently demonstrated that we are not atheists, since we
acknowledge one God, unbegotten, eternal, invisible, incapable of being
acted upon, incomprehensible, unbounded ...We recognize also the Son of
God.  Let no one think it laughable that God should have a Son.  For we
do  not  conceive of either God  the  Father  or  God the Son as do the
poets, who,  in their myth-making, represent the gods as no better than
men.  The Son of God is the Word of the Father ... By Him & through Him
all things were made,  the  Father and Son being one.  Since the Son is
in  the Father  and the Father  is in the Son by the unity and power of
the Spirit,  the Mind and  Word of  the Father is the  Son of God.  And
if, in your exceedingly great wisdom,  it occurs to you to inquire what
is  meant  by  'the  Son'  I  will  tell you briefly:  He is the First-
begotten  of  the  Father,  not as having been produced...but as coming
forth  to  be  the  model  and energizing force of all material things,
which  were  like  a  nature  without attributes..., ...The Holy Spirit
also...we regard as an effluence of God, flowing out and returning like
a  ray  of  the sun.   Who, then, would not be astonished to hear those
called atheists,  who speak of God the Father and of God the Son and of
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  who  proclaim  Their  power in Union and Their
distinction in order?..."
 
                 Let me leave you with an observation:
The early Apostolic father historians deal with two groups of Believing
Jews: the Natzratim  and the Evionim/(Ebionites: a group that broke off
from the Natzratim/Nazarene Jewish Believers,  and  followed Evion  the
Apostate).   By  all accounts, the Evionim were a development AFTER the
Natzratim, - (who held to an orthodox understanding of the  Divinity of
Yeshua, that  He was  Elohim/God in  the flesh at conception).  Considering
this, we are shown an ancient, - but LATER Arian doctrine developing, &
NOT  the  other  way around, - (as the Jehovah witnesses would have you
believe).
     Add to this, that the early, - (shown to be early by the times the
various Rabbi's spoken of lived),  stories of the Rabbinic Jews talking
with the Messianic/Natzratim Jews in  Talmud, are  all  discussion with
Natzratim  Jews who  held to  the  idea  of  the  Tri-Unity, (when this
subject  in  Talmud comes up,  of course), we are left with the obvious
conclusion,  even  from  this source, (and  indeed  from  all available
sources), that the Arian stance was LATER than the Natzratim stance!...
...PART III
                    THE TRI-UNITY OF YHVH ELOHIM:
             {Various modern Trinity formulas, or Modalism?
                                -(or)-
                Is there a road between these two ditches}
 
     A good illustration of the  Tri-Unity of YHVH by natural means
I  believe  is shown by the ancient understanding from  the equilateral
triangle:
 
                               /\
                           a/d \b
                             ------
                                c
             First, please note: there is only ONE triangle!
'a' is directly connected to both 'b' & 'c';  while 'b' is connected to
both 'a' & 'c'; as well as 'c' directly connected to both 'a' & 'b'.
     Neither a, b, nor c is the other, yet each is never apart from the
other.  Collectively  a,  b &  c are  d, yet each apart from the others
would not be d, - they are inseparable! - But each are a part of d!
     One triangle,  'd', having three equal manifestations:  a,  b,  c;
-each one with the other, and yet: - each not the other; and also: each
not apart from the other!
.
Simple geometry!  So..., what's  the  problem?!  If  we who hold to the
Tri-Unity  of YHVH want to take a literal Biblical understanding of:
And  Elohim said, let Us... {and  again}: YHVH Eloheinu/(plural form
of more than two) YHVH Echad/(composite Unity), [as well as  various
other Biblical applications]; according to the above understanding, why
are  we faulted for  believing in our heart that this is true, since we
have  Biblical evidence to back it up!  Think about it!   And  consider
this in the  rest of this  study, as we examine other verses in Tanakh/
[O.T.] as  well as in the New Covenant following;  and see if the above
model  aligns with the  understanding of  ALL  of the viewpoints on the
Nature of  Elohim/God.  We  have  already  discussed  many verses  from
Tanakh,  so  I  will  use only  a  few more, (out  of various remaining
examples), to show this idea further:
     Come  near  unto me, hear this:   I have not spoken in
     secret from the beginning; from the  time that it was,
     there am I; and now the Lord God, and His Spirit, hath
     sent me. (Isaiah 48:16)
  Here Yesha'yahu/(Isaiah) speaks of being sent, not just from the
  Lord God, but also from His Spirit.  If  They were absolutely in
  all ways the same, why did he chose to list  "His Spirit" again?
     Behold, I will send My messenger, and He shall clear out
     the way before Me:  and suddenly will come to His Temple
     the Lord Whom ye seek; and the Messenger of the Covenant
     Whom ye desire,   for behold He is coming saith the Lord
     of hosts.  (Malachi 3:1)
Here Mal'akhi/(Malachi)  directly  quotes YHVH  as  saying  that His
messenger,  "the  Adon  Whom  you seek", He shall come.  Ask yourself a
simple question: Would YHVH, LORD of all, call  another Adonai if He
wasn't a  part of Himself?!  If you answer: no He wouldn't; GOOD!   Now
ask  yourself one more question, why  would He say: ...for behold He is
coming saith  the Lord of hosts; - if they were both actually & totally
the same?!  This should remind us as well of:
     Tehillim/(Psalms) 110:1 The  YHVH said to my  Adonai, Sit at My
right hand,  till I make Your  enemies Your footstool.  And again, with
Psalms 45:6-7(7-8) we see Elohim speaking concerning the Son {See: also
Hebrews 1:8-9}:  Your  throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of
righteousness  is the  scepter of Your kingdom.  You love righteousness
and hate wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the
oil of gladness more than Your companions.
     Here we see Elohim speaking, and talking about One as God, and yet
as  having  God  over  Him!  Ask  yourself  a question:  Would God call
another God?!  If you answer: no He wouldn't.  GOOD!  Now, ask yourself
one  last  question, then  why would He say: Your throne O God; - (with
Himself doing the speaking), -if they were actually the same?!
 
Now let's turn to only a few of the many verses from the New Covenant
that make the reasons for this even more clear:
 
                        The Good News According To
                           MATTITYAHU {Matthew}
    Literal MNV from the Greek     |Ancient Hebrew trans. from Shem Tov
           CHAPTER 3 -GR.          |           CHAPTER 3 -Heb.
3  For this is he spoken of by the |3. To complete what was said by
prophet Yesha'yahu, saying, A voice|Yesha'yahu the prophet: A voice of
of (one) crying in the wilderness, |one crying in the desert, prepare
Prepare the way of YHVH/HaShem,    |the way of YHVH/HaShem, make straight
make His paths straight.           |in the wilderness a path for our God.
11  I indeed immerse you in water  |11.[ST> & Lk.3:16] And Yochanan
unto repentance: but He coming     |answered all of them, Behold in
after me is stronger than I, whose |truth I immerse you in the days of
sandals I am not worthy to bear: He|repentance, and another comes after
shall immerse you in (the) Ruach   |me, stronger than I, the thong of
HaKodesh/Holy Spirit, {and fire}:  |whose sandal I am not worthy to
                                   |unfasten. And He shall immerse you
                                   |in (the) fire (of) Ruach HaKodesh.
16  And Yeshua, being immersed,    |16. And immediately when He came up
went up at once from the water:    |from the water, were opened to Him
and, behold, the Heavens were      |the Heavens and 'He saw (the) Ruach
opened unto Him, and He saw the    |(of) Elohim descending-[the entire
Ruach/Spirit of Elohim/God         |fountain of Ruach HaKodesh
descending as a dove, and alighting|descended]' as a dove, and It dwelt
upon Him:                          |-[abode] upon Him. [+> And said to
                                   |Him:]
-----------------------------------'-----------------------------------
     *RABBINIC: The ideal King to whom Isaiah looks forward will be a
     scion  of the stock of Jesse (The Messiah) on whom will rest the
     Spirit of God.... [also Is.9:1-6] -Jewish Encyl.vol.8 pg.506,c1.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
17  And behold! A voice out of the |17. And behold a voice from the
Heavens, saying, This My Son the   |Heavens was saying, This is My Son,
Beloved, in whom I have found      |My Beloved, He is loved very very
delight.                           |much, and My pleasure is in Him.
            CHAPTER 4 -Gr.         |          CHAPTER 4 -Heb.
1  Then was Yeshua led up by the   |1. Then Yeshua was taken by 'Ruach
Spirit into the wilderness to be   |HaKodesh/the Holy Spirit' into the
tested/tempted by the Accuser      |desert [+> of Y'hudah] to be
-<traducer>.                       |tested/tempted from haSatan.</traducer>
 
One  of the  first things  to note  is  where it  says: And He  saw the
Ruach/Spirit  of  Elohim/God  descending as a dove....  Since this is a
visible   Manifestation  of  the  Ruach HaKodesh/(The Holy Spirit),  it
right away addresses the false Arian notion that He is simply some type
of  "active force",  in His taking on a visible Manifestation and being
addressed  as  the  Ruach/Spirit  of  Elohim.  Interesting to note that
Yeshua SAW  the Ruach of Elohim as a Dove, if they are one in the same,
as  Modalism  holds, then how did Yeshua/(Jesus) behold Himself?  Along
with this,  the Voice was heard from the Heavens saying: This is My Son
....  Was God  trying to  trick mankind,  being  totally in Yeshua, yet
speaking  at the same time as the Father, and the Spirit of Elohim as a
Dove, AT THE SAME TIME?!  NO! - Rather the Three  ways that the One God
/Elohim  has  shown Himself to mankind, as spoken of in Scripture, were
revealed at His mikvah/immersion!  NOT 'three gods'.  ONE GOD!  Yet NOT
individual  here-again there-again 'modes', that each held the totality
of each other; but: Three distinct  visible/audible  eternal  conscious
Expressions  of  the  One True God/Elohim.  - Spoken of time, and time,
and  time  again in  Scripture  as  the  Abba/(Father), HaMashiach/(The
Messiah) Yeshua the Son, and the Ruach HaKodesh-(The Holy Spirit)!
{Also  interesting  to  note is the  Hebrew in Genesis 1, where it says
the  Ruach/Spirit of  Elohim  "brooded/hovered"  over the  face  of the
water; with:  the  Ruach of Elohim who appeared as a Dove and alighted/
dwelt on Yeshua Messiah in the water}.
     Tri-Unity  states this from a LITERAL  reading of  Scripture.  The
other   'methods'   of   explaining  the  nature  of Elohim/God, require
translational  gymnastics  to skirt the  obvious sense of these various
passages.  There  is much  more that  could be said, and this is only a
brief  overview of this  subject, and we've looked at only a few of the
many  verses that  clearly show  the  idea of  the Tri-Unity of YHVH
Elohim.
 
1Cor.12:3b ...and no man can say that Yeshua/{Jesus} is (YHVH)/LORD,
             except by Ruach HaKodesh/The Holy Spirit.
 
_______________________________________________________________________
 
 
Models illustrating different views of the revealed nature of YHVH/HaShem.
(These should not of course be looked upon as images of The-Almighty,
blessed be He!):
             *                                                                                        *  *   *
           ***                                                                                      |   |   |
           |||                                                                                     || || ||
           (|)                                                                                       || || ||
           (|)                                                                                       || || ||
           (|)                                                                                       || || ||
           (|)                                                                                        \\ || //
           (|)                                                                                         \\||//
           ===                                                                                        ====
 Ancient/modern Tri-Unity stance.         Ancient/(some)-modern Trinity
 Three braided candles burning with       One three-branch menorah
 one flame/echad
           Either of the above can be shown Biblically as correct.
       * * *                                            *
       | | |                                            |                   ***  ***  ***
    || || ||                                  || || ||              |||  |||  |||
   ||~||~||                                || || ||              |||  |||  |||
   ||  ||  ||                                 || || ||              |||  |||  |||
   ||~||~||                                || || ||               |||  |||  |||
   ||  ||  ||                                || || ||               |||  |||  |||
   ||~||~||                               ==~==~==             |||  |||  |||
(Some) modern Trinity         Modalism       (Some) modern Trinity
Three separate candles   Three separate, or      Three separate candles
collectively considered  three connected candles  each made up of three
one.                    the flame jumps back and    separate candles
                           forth between them
        None of these are supported by the Biblical examples.
      *                  *                            *
      |                  |                            |   *
     | |                | |  ~                       ||   |   *
     | |                | |  ~   *                   ||  ||   |
     | |                | |  ~   |                   ||  ||  ||
     | |                | |  ~  ||                   ||  ||  ||
     | |                | |  ~  ||                   ||  ||  ||
     | |                | |  ~  ||                   ||  ||  ||
Modern Judaic & Islamic Jehovah witness & Arian        Mormon
One candle, absolute    One candle, absolute       Three totally
singularity/yacheed      singularity that emits     separate candles
                        an active force that is    each having attained
                        separate from itself, and  different degrees of
                        a 'lesser candle' that is  height
                        only one in purpose with
                        the singularity, but not
                        part of it at all.
        Also none of these are supported by the Biblical examples.
 
      Here is another model however that can be supported Biblically:
         A
  *---------*              A does not equal B nor C; yet B C & A are
    \         /                one  with each other.  A & C & B by them-
  B \  1  / C              selves are not the totality of 1, but are
       \   /                   each  of  1, and collectively are 1.  And
        \ /                    that  all three  must  exist  together in
         *                     order for there to be the 1.
 
 
                                PART IV
The following is taken from the file APOLOGIA.TX1 @ Article III, and is
discussing this subject from somewhat more of a Judaic perspective...
 
     The statement is often made in  Rabbinic Judaism,  that  "it"  has
never  held to any  idea of the  Tri-Unity of YHVH  throughout  it's
course  of  history.   However, when  one  looks  closely  at  all  the
available  evidence, if  one is honest with themselves and circumspect,
one is forced to conclude  that the idea has indeed found expression in
various  groups  founded in Judaism throughout the last 20 centuries or
so.
     Due  to the recent release of the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls, we see that
the  Qumran  community had developed a  Messianic outlook on the nature
of Messiah that in many ways was parallel to the  Natzratim/M'shacheeym
[M.J.'s] outlook, and that it was developed/developing at a time period
up to at least two centuries before the Messiah Yeshua’s birth, [PAM43.236,
Eisenman &  Robinson,  facsimile ed. #1272; PAM 43.587-588, #1534-1535;
The MelekTzedek Scroll; (BAR V18 #6) etc...].
     So that brings us up to the Natzratim/M'shacheeym:  Here we have a
movement that is  sprung from  2nd Temple period Judaism, that likewise
hold to the *Tri-Unity of YHVH/HaShem from the 1st until the 7th Cent. AD,
(when they were either persecuted by the  "Church"  into  non-existence
outside of Israel,  or killed off during the  advance of the  Arabs  in
the 7th century).  *[eg: Discussions  {2}  in Talmud on the passage  in
Beresheet - "God  said: let  US make...," etc; Targum haB'sorah haTovah
Portion 1a par.d {composite from John 1} - (from 90 Ce/AD  and later)].
     Next  we  come  to  the  time  of   Cabalistic  Judaism…and their

expansion of Lurianic Kabbalah. This  has been admitted to be a  new

"type" of a 'trinity' developed by this  group,  via  Nathan of Gaza

(Encyclopedia Judaica Vol. 2 pg 897, Vol. 14  of  Gaza;  Jewish  Encycl.

Vol. 12, page 261.).   This might at first be dismissed  as only  a  "fluke"

- EXCEPT  for one  notable  fact -  this movement encompassed a  LARGE

portion of the Orthodox Jewish population on  three  continents,

sometimes  entire  communities and  many  of the Orthodox  Rabbis, 

(Encyclopedia  Judaica  Vol. 2  pg 897,  Vol. 14  pg 1239, 1241,  etc. under

related  subjects).  …was later  picked up  by the Frankists.  However, 

the  Frankists did later join the Church  to also explore their ideas of the

Trinity; but they entered into many perverse practices,  and they were

kicked out of the Church  after a short time, (Ency. Dictionary of Judaica

subject:  Frank/Frankists).

     During modern times, this idea is not only held by the  Natzratim/
M'shacheeym  Jews  [Messianics];  but by  the movement  that was  begun
by  Dr. Paul  Levertoff a  Cabalistic Orthodox Jew.
     There is  one thing in common though between these diverse groups,
they all appealed to a similar  peshitta  [simple understanding] on the
same  "Messianic passages" of Tanakh, and had a well developed concept,
(though  somewhat different in  specifics),  on the nature of  Messiah.
     [Further subjects of  research:  The  unity of the  Metatron  with
YHVH, &  a concept  of  parts of a  "Tri-Unity"  understanding,  such as in:

Sefer Yezirah pp.49-50, MantuaEd.~R.Moses Butarili; pp.50 Mantua Ed; R.

Moses Butarili on Sefer Yezirah, p.85, Col.1 Mantua Ed.ch.5 @ 1; Midrash

Ecah (1:51) - (and various Midrashim on the "Messianic" portions of Tanakh);
The various Targumim, (especially Jonathan and Yerushalayim), on  their
expression of the  Memra; etc...,  for starters.   Also  interesting to
note:  Philo  Judeaus in  various places on the  Logos;  The  Sibylline
Oracles; Book of the Secrets of Enoch, @ page 81.  See  also:  Messiah,
A  Rabbinic  And  Scriptural  Viewpoint,  Burt  Yellin,  Published  by:
Congregation  Roeh  Israel  8556  E.  Warren  Ave.  Denver  Co.  80231.
(303)-337-6254;   "The  Great  Mystery, How Can Three Be One?" by Rabbi
Tzvi Nassi / Hirsch Prinz. - (available at the same address.)
 
 -!!Book review on THE MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT by Risto Santala!!-
                                 {SOURCE}:
         From: ljmorly@polaris.utu.fi (Laura Johanna M{...})
                      Date: 9 Jan 93 02:22:07 GMT
            Message-ID: <ljmorly.93jan8212207></ljmorly.93jan8212207>
 
         THE MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT written by Risto Santala.
           Keren Ahvah Meshihit  P.O.Box 10382  Jerusalem, Israel
{...}  The  book was  first written in  Hebrew,  then  translated  into
Finnish, and now it has been translated into English. {...}
          3. The Messiah, the Memra or 'Word' of God
     When looking at the Proto-Evangel we saw how the serpent of bronze
which Moses raised up in the wilderness was, according to the Wisdom of
Solomon, a "sign of salvation".  The  Targum  Jonathan  Ben Uzziel says
here that "He who turns his heart to YHVH/The-LORD's  Memra will be spared".
Professor  Gottlieb  Klein identified  Metatron, used as an epithet for
the  Messiah, with  Yahweh's Memra or 'Word'. In Klein's opinion it was
precisely  this Aramaic word which  gave the grounds to the belief that
Christ is "the Word or Logos of God become flesh".
     The  Jewish philosopher  Philo, who  lived about the  same time as
Jesus,  considered  the  Logos to be God' s delegate, his  emissary and
angel who "prays as High Priest before God on behalf of the world". [1]
The Memra concept associated with God and his manifestations appear 596
times  in the Targums -- but not once in the Talmud. [2] Targum Onqelos
uses  the  word  179  times,  Targum  Yerushalmi  99  times, and Targum
Jonathan 321 times. Over half of these references to the Memra approach
it as  if it were  "personified".  [3]  The absence of 'Memra' from the
Talmud  may be a reaction to the first Christians' interpretation of it
as indicating Jesus.  But are  there really grounds  for  understanding
'Memra' to mean the same as the New Testament's 'Logos'?
     In  answering  this question there is good reason to appeal to the
Rabbis'  way of  grading the old writings  according  to  their  source
value: "The Old Testament leads to the Targums, the Targums lead to the
Mishna,  the Mishna to  the Talmud, and so  on." [4] Proceeding in this
way the  Targums give earlier information on  the Rabbis' exegesis than
even the Mishna,  the oldest part of the Talmud.   Therefore, from  the
point of view of our subject,  it is worthwhile familiarizing ourselves
with  these roots of our  Christian  faith which are  concealed in  the
Targums.
     The Memra appears in the Targums in the following contexts,  among
others:  On the creation of man in Gen. 1:27 the Targum says:  "And the
LORD's  Memra  created man"  (Targum Yerushalmi);  in Gen.  16:13 Hagar
speaks  with the "angel of YHVH/The-LORD"  and "calls him YHVH/The-LORD's  Memra"
(Yer.);  in Gen.  22,  where Abraham speaks with the angel of YHVH/The-LORD,
who  is given the name "YHVH/The-LORD's Memra", and in v.8 "YHVH/The-LORD's Memra
himself  will provide  the lamb for the burnt offering" (Yer.); in Gen.
28:20  Jacob makes a vow  and says, "If YHVH/The-LORD's  Memra will be  with
me...  then the  LORD's  Memra will be my God"  (Onqelos); Gen. 15:6 in
interpreted  by the  Targum as follows: "Abraham believed in YHVH/The-LORD's
Memra,  and it was credited to him as righteousness" (Onq.); Along with
the  giving of the Law in  Ex. 20:1  the Targum reads,  "And YHVH/The-LORD's
Memra spoke all these words" (Yer.).....
     [1] Gottlieb Klein's Sex foeredrag, p88
     [2] Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah I,
         pp46-48
     [3] Ibid vol II pp659-664
     [4] Sifrei Shoftim, piska 160a
 
-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!-
 
                             A Messianic Homily:
 
                       Of YHVH in Tanakh it is said:
        Unto  thee  is was shown, that thou might know that YHVH, He
        is Elohim; and there in none beside Him. - Deut. 4:35. There is
        none  holy  as YHVH;  for there is none beside Thee; neither is
        there any rock like our God. - 1Sam.2:2.
                     Yet, behold, the Midrashim declare:
        ...What is  the  Name of King Messiah?  To this answered  Rabbi
        Abba bar Kahana: YHVH/HaShem is His Name... - Midrash Echa 1:51.
             Not merely a  'form or part'  of the Divine Name,  but the
        very Divine Name - and that followed by His attribute.
                         Tanakh further declares:
        I Am YHVH, that is My Name; and  My Glory will I not give to
        another, - Is. 42:8a.
                   But come and see, the Midrashim tell us:
        Rabbi Hann in the name of Rabbi Aha, continues the thought: God
        will  bestow a portion of His supernatural Glory on Messiah....
        - Midrash Tehillim on Ps.21:3.
             For  the  Sages  declared that this  Righteous  Branch  is
        HaMashiach.   And  as  a  branch is part of the  whole, but not
        the  totality of the whole - so  This  Branch  is  Part  of the
        Whole,  but not the  totality of the Whole.  And  again  Tanakh
        declares YHVH  brought forth  Salvation (Yeshua) by  His own
        Right Arm;  and as the  Targumim and Midrashim declare: The Arm
        of YHVH is HaMashiach.  And as the arm of man is part of man,
        but  not the totality of a man; so the Arm of YHVH is Part of
        YHVH,  but not the  totality of YHVH.  And  The LORD  sent
        forth His Arm as Salvation to mankind - yet the Tanakh declares
        that  there is  Salvation in none other than YHVH?; so we see
        that it was as in a glove, to veil the  Sh'khinah from the eyes
        of men  who could not bear it; even as  Moshe veiled  his  face
        from the children of Israel.
 
!!                   Tanakh Proverbs 30:4 / Lesser's Translation.                      !!
||-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------||
||        Who was it that ascended into heaven, and came  down         ||
|| ====  again?  Who  gathered the  wind in  His fists?   Who    \\ \\  ||
|| // ||  bound  the waters in  a garment?  Who set up all the   \\/   ||
|| \\ ||  ends of the earth?  What  is His Name, and  what  is    //\\  ||
||_// ||           His Son's Name, if thou knowest it?                       \| \\ ||
||-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------||
!!                                                                                                                          !! 
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The following are replies from the Observant Messianic Jewish community

to the  Christian  Gentile  community.   They are  given to  defend our

stance,  beliefs,  and  faith.   Material  for the articles  are  taken

from  public messages on Computer Bulletin Board systems*.  This should

not  necessarily be considered the  "final word" on these subjects and,

(in  certain  cases), are only very brief  over-views of these matters.

         This file is only meant to introduce these subjects.

*[Certain  minor/spelling  errors  occur  in the "REPLY"  quotations in

these  articles (in those  from the Messianic stance) that have been so

modified for this file. Almost all of the text is quoted exactly and in

full in the "OBJECTION" (from the non-Messianic stance) portions and is

just  as it appears  on the  BBS(s) in  the public forum(s); though the

overall formatting has been modified into a form more suitable for this

file.  Also, the "tone" of  some of these  conversations  might  seem a

little harsh, and in fact are; -but this is because what you are seeing

are replies that have been given to long-running heated exchanges, on a

very serious subject.  The last name of all parties posting below, will

be limited to the first letter of their last name.

Article  I  involves  a  conversation  between two people, each holding

differing sides on this topic.   Article II is  somewhat different from

the rest of the Apologia series,  in that it has several people joining

the debate, including several people who are in leadership positions in

the Messianic movement.

                                  ARTICLE I

                               The Olive Tree

                    {Defense against the Fig Tree heresy}

Date: 17-Jun-89 00:05 {from this message on...}

From: Bill C{...}    -{RELY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

Subj: Re: All Things To All Men?

Once again, you are reading your own private interpretation into

Scripture.  Not only does it NOT SAY that Paul was in error, you call

James a liar when you state that the statement: ...THAT THEY MAY KNOW

THESE THINGS ARE NOT TRUE CONCERNING YOU, [THAT YOU TEACH CONTRARY TO

THE LAW].  Is this pressure?  Are you the official interpreter of the

clear statements of Scripture!  The Word simply declares that James had

Paul do this so that they, MYRIADS of observant Jews, would know that

those statements were FALSE, so...now you add lying to the sins of the

Apostles by making James comments false, DO YOU REALLY EXPECT US TO

BELIEVE THAT THE WORD WOULD BE SILENT IF THIS WAS THE CASE!

More over, the Sacrifice was not an atonement Sacrifice, but a

sacrifice of upon the completion of a Nazoretic vow, which vow you'll

recall Paul had taken earlier in the Book of Acts, ...or is it your

contention that he was in error at this point too!  Why not just say

that Paul was in error period!   After all...the Bible is silent so we

can add to the Word as we choose right! - NO...God forbid.

I would ask those reading this to read the Word, apart from commentary,

for what it simply says!

RY>Look Bill, as I pointed out to others, here in Galatians 2:14, St.

RY>Paul was telling us all that neither Peter observed the Jewish laws

RY>at that time.  Comparing the scripture below with Acts 21:23, I

RY>believe the observance of Paul in the Act 21:23 was done in the

RY>spirit of all things to all men for the gospel sake.

What Peter was not observing was the Rabbinic Oral Laws that refused a

Jew to go into the home of the gentile; not the Written Torah.  And

Peter was upbraided for his double minded approach.  If it is as you

say, then Paul is not only rebuking him for his approach with the

gentiles, but also for his lack of observance, but, this is not the

simply meaning.  Let's look at the verse again and take it for what it

says....

Furthermore when Kefa came to Antioch.  I opposed him publicly,

because he was clearly in the wrong.  For prior to the arrival of

certain people from the community headed by Ya'akov he had been eating

with the Gentile believers; but when they came he withdrew and

separated himself, because he was afraid of the faction who favored

circumcising Gentile believers.  And the other Jewish believers became

hypocrites along with him, so that even Bar-Nabba was led astray by

their hypocrisy.  But when I saw that they were not walking a straight

path, keeping in line with the truth of the Good News, I said to Kefa

right in front of everyone, "If you, who are a Jew, live like a Goy and

not like a Jew, why are you forcing the Goyim to live like Jews?  We

are Jews by birth, not so called 'Goyishe sinners'; even so, we realize

that a person is not declared righteous by God on the ground of his

legalistic observance of Torah commands, but through the Messiah

Yeshua's trusting faithfulness.  Galatians 2:11-16a /JNT

Again, I might add, Rabbinic thought of the first century had made

eating even vegetables with gentiles a sin, even through vegetables

were Kosher, as the thought ran Rabbinically that a gentile's home was

unclean, and everything in it.  R. Saul here is not faulting Peter for

keeping the Written Law, but rather fearing, and trying to move out to

observe the Oral Law/Mishnah, as he also was in the wrong to fear these

brethren who were trying to wrongly impose the Injunctions to the

gentiles that these 'other brethren' were teaching, and so to look as

if he was in agreement with them, - and THIS is what Saul addresses!

This is further made clear by his statements that we are 'Jews by birth

and not gentile sinners' and his further need to qualify that they are

not however declared righteous by their observance of the Torah

commands, which however made the distinction between the Jews and the

gentiles, the gentiles who by un-regenerated nature did not keep the

Law, but walked in many ways Law-less-ly.

So...the problem here is not one of Peter's observance or even lack of

it, but of giving the hypocritical appearance of being in agreement

with the Brethren who were in error {...}

RY> If you read my message again, you will see that I did not even

RY> mention James.  I just said "brethren" pressured Paul.  You are

RY> really putting words in my mouth in your futile attempt to paint me

RY> bad.  It is you who make James a liar, not me.

Since the conversation was with James, and since Paul did what James

suggested in Acts 21, then you must agree that the direct inference

from you was that James was in error; and if that be the case he was

lying in Acts 21:24b when he said: Then everyone will know there is

nothing to these rumors which they have heard about you; but that on

the contrary, you yourself stay in line and keep the Torah.

     But...I can not agree that James was 'pressuring' Paul here, or

any such thing, simply that he suggested Paul do this to show that the

rumors saying that he taught contrary to the Law were false and that he

himself did in fact keep the Law was true, so, if this isn't the reason

that James did this, and it was a 'pressure' than we see that the Word

is false, - but, this I cannot agree with.  The simple meaning of the

Word is clear in this case...PAUL DID KEEP THE LAW, AND DID NOT TEACH

THAT THE JEWS SHOULD NOT KEEP IT!  Either James was lying or he was

telling the truth, - and since the Bible presents it as a factual

statement, then I say the Bible here is telling the Truth!  And so,

let's look at the statement in it's plain meaning and not try to read

various things into it....

In Yerushalayim, the brothers received us warmly.  The next day Sha'ul

and the rest of us went in to Ya'akov, and all the elders were present.

After greeting them, Sha'ul described in detail each of the things God

had done among the Gentiles through his efforts.  On hearing it, they

praised God; but they also said to him, "You see brother, how many tens

of thousands of believers there are amongst the Judeans, and they are

all zealots for the Torah.  Now what they have been told about you is

that you are teaching all the Jews living amongst the Goyim to

apostatize from Moshe, telling them not to have a b'rit-milah for their

sons and not to follow the traditions.  What, then, is to be done?

They will certainly hear that you have come.  So do what we tell you.

We have four men who are under a vow.  Take them with you, be purified

with them, and pay the expenses connected with having their heads

shaved.  Then everyone will know that there is nothing to these rumors

which they have heard about you; but that, on the contrary, you

yourself stay in line and keep the Torah.  However, in regards to the

Goyim who have come to trust in Yeshua, we all joined in writing them a

letter with our decision that they should abstain from what had been

sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled and from

fornication."  The next day Sha'ul took the men, purified himself along

with them and entered the Temple to give notice of when the period of

purification would be finished and the offering would have to be made

for each of them.  Acts 21:17-26 /JNT

First, after typing this, I realize it was not only James that was

talking, - but all of them; so: guess you were referring not only to

James, but all the Elders of the Jerusalem Church who you thought were

acting wrongly.  But...again, not only do we see that Paul was not

pressured, but was trying to right a WRONG opinion about him, we also

see earlier in the Book of Acts that he HAD A VOW, and BY ALL MEANS HAD

TO KEEP THIS FEAST IN JERUSALEM, and that LED OF THE SPIRIT.  So...

Torah observance was not an on the spot thing that he was taking up

simply for the benefit of 'to the Jews a Jew', but was his motivation

for going to Jerusalem earlier and in the first place.  The sacrifice

mentioned above was not an atonement sacrifice BTW.

RY>According to Acts 15:10, Peter argued why they have to "put  a yoke

RY>upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we

RY>(Jews) were able to bear?"

RY>Doesn't that tell you that Peter did not bother to observe the

RY>Jewish laws?

No, it tells me that they were keeping the Law, but in the motivation

of the Higher Law, the Law of Love and Liberty in Yeshua Messiah!

Why...?!  Because the fathers although not able to bear the yoke of

Torah, kept Torah, neither were the Jewish disciples able to bear the

yoke of Torah, but they too kept Torah, if the fathers did not walk in

Torah, then we could say that Peter is saying that the Jewish disciples

did not keep Torah, but we know the fathers did walk in Torah, so we

know the disciples did to, otherwise, Acts 21 is a lie, and the

Scripture does not lie!  Rather Yeshua on the tree took the yoke of

Torah upon Himself, becoming a curse for us, as it is written, cursed

is everyone who hangs on a tree, so that we might walk in agreement

with Torah, not Law-less-ly, but in agreement with the Law, in Spirit

and in Truth from the Higher Law of Love and Liberty in Yeshua Messiah,

not in letter that killeth, nor under curse of the Torah any longer,

but rather in newness of Spirit, the inner man having the Torah written

on the tables of the heart of flesh rather than in the tables of stone.

{...}

RY>The main purpose of the book of Galatians was to guard Christians

RY>from those Judaizers who insisted that even after the salvation by

RY>grace believers have to observe laws such as circumcision, food,

RY>feasts, ect..   And I have spoken to guard some from the modern day

RY>Judaizers.

That's right, and you can't Judaize[r] a Jew!  This was written to

gentiles to beware those of the Jews who insisted that they [the

gentiles] needed to keep the injunctions to the Jews to be SAVED, [not

the moral commands (of Torah) however, as we see all throughout the New Covenant that this is re-enforced to ALL BELIEVERS, such as...children obey your parents which is the first commandment with promise...{which is found in Torah, [as is thou shalt not kill, steal, etc....]}.  However, even the moral commands if followed will not save one, but one who is saved will keep the moral commands!  As in... For we are of God's making, created in union with the Messiah Yeshua for a life of good actions already prepared by God for us to do. Ephesians 1:10 /JNT

For we are saved by grace through faith, not of works lest man should

boast ... faith without works is dead and stands alone!

I find it interesting that the problem is not any longer the Judaizers

who would have the gentile live as Jews, it is gentileizers who would

have the Jews live as gentiles!  So...please do not judge me in respect

of Holy Days, or of Shabbats, or meat, and I will not do so to you!  We

have been doing fine for the last 4,000 years following the injunctions

to Jews for all generations forever as given in Tanakh to the Children

of Abraham Isaac and Jacob, (...)

In short do not judge a Jewish brother for doing what he is commanded

to do in Tanakh FOREVER AND TO ALL GENERATIONS.  Stop being a

gentilizer! Stop judging the House of Israel, the natural branches, for

doing what Acts 21 shows we have been doing for 4,000 years!  That is

as bad as ordering a Korean not to eat rice, and saying that he must

eat only hamburgers! (...) ...but in the meantime it is you who are

telling us what we should/shouldn't be doing, and that in relation to

God's direct commands to the Jews for all generations/forever!

    - Proverbs 1:5 A wise man will hear, and will increase

      learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise

      counsels:

    - Proverbs 4:2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not

      my law.

    - Proverbs 24:28 Be not a witness against thy neighbour without

      cause; and deceive not with thy lips.

    - Proverbs 30:6 Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove

      thee, and thou be found a liar.

For behold, in those days and in that time, when I shall bring back the

captivity of Judah and Jerusalem.  I will also gather all nations and

will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will enter

into judgement with them there for the sake of My people and for the

sake of My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations,

and because they have divided up My land. JOEL 3:1-2 /Aramaic Syr.

     For many days shall the children of Israel abide without

     a King, and without a Prince, and without a Sacrifice,

     and without a standing image, and without an ephod, and

     without a teraphim.  After that will the children of 

     Israel return and seek for the Lord their God, and David

     their King,....

     -Hosea 3:4-5, Lesser's.

     .....And they will look up toward Me Whom

     they have thrust through, and they will lament for Him as

     one lamenteth for an Only Son, and weepeth bitterly for 

     the Firstborn.

     -Zechariah 12:10 Lesser's

I ask that you prayerfully consider all that is said here, as I have

patiently tried to show you based upon Scripture my beliefs.  I hope

the verse does not come into play....

    - Titus 3:10 A man that is an heretic after the first

      and second admonition reject;

You might want to show this to that "Jewish preacher" you have up

there, I would be interested in seeing his thoughts on this.

B'Shem Yeshua HaMashiach, Amaine v'Amaine

RY>Well, why did I start with this first? Because MANY HAVE NOT PAID

RY>DUE ATTENTION TO THE COMMENTARIES IN NEW TESTAMENTS SUCH AS ROMANS 4

RY>in their understanding of God's first call of Abram.

That's probably a good idea, since Commentaries are usually wrong.

RY>Just as Christ's sacrifice on the cross abolished once and for all

RY>the ceremonial sacrifices, that is , the mere shadow of things to

RY>come, so also the circumcision on the hearts of God's elect,

RY>abolished the physical circumcision that was the pride of national

RY>Israel.

"You see brother, how many tens of thousands of believers there are

amongst the Judeans, and they are all zealots for the Torah.  Now what

they have been told about you is that you are teaching all the Jews

living amongst the Goyim to apostatize from Moshe, telling them not to

have a b'rit-milah [circumcision]for their sons and not to follow the

traditions.... Then everyone will know that there is nothing to these

rumors which they have heard about you; but that, on the contrary, you

yourself stay in line and keep the Torah. Acts 21b

    Sorry Richard, you are wrong, it was not abolished for the Jews.

RY>The second objection has to do with your observance of those shadows

RY>of things to come such as the feasts and sacrifices.  As I said

RY>earlier, I do believe in observing God's law, but not those Jewish

RY>laws; those shadows of things to come which were done away.

Let no man judge you in respect to a holy day!

"You see brother, how many tens of thousands of believers there are

amongst the Judeans, and they are all zealots for the Torah.  Now what

they have been told about you is that you are teaching all the Jews

living amongst the Goyim to apostatize from Moshe, telling them not to

have a b'rit-milah [circumcision] for their sons and not to follow the

traditions.  What, then, is to be done?  They will certainly hear that

you have come.  So do what we tell you.  We have four men who are under

a vow.  Take them with you, be purified with them, and pay the expenses

connected with having their heads shaved.  Then everyone will know that

there is nothing to these rumors which they have heard about you; but

that, on the contrary, you yourself stay in line and keep the Torah.

However, in regards to the Goyim who have come to trust in Yeshua, we

all joined in writing them a letter with our decision that they should

abstain from what had been sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what

is strangled and from fornication. ACTS 21B

We see for the Jews they were NOT DONE AWAY in the above Scripture. (...)

Romans 14 and elsewhere tells you not to judge me in

respect to a Holy Day, - and I'll thank you not to do just that.

RY>I am not saying that Apostle Paul did not observe the laws.  I

RY>believe he did as I do in the frame of Christian liberty.

As do we, not in the letter, but in Spirit and in Truth.

BC> It was after the Resurrection that Yeshua gave the great

BC> commission to go to the Jew first and also the gentiles.

RY>The above statement is without any biblical support.  As I wrote to

RY>Harold R{...}, there is no mention of such a thing in the great

RY>commission passages.

The above is with COMPLETE BIBLICAL SUPPORT!...

  "And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in

  his name among ALL NATIONS, BEGINNING AT Jerusalem." Luke 24:47.

  "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon

   you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in

   all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the

   earth." Acts 1:8.

Paul further states to the Jews ...it was necessary that the Gospel

first be preached unto you...Acts 13:46  It was necessary that God's

word be spoken first unto you.  But since you are rejecting it and are

judging yourselves unworthy of eternal life - why, we're turning to the

Goyim!

Now...before you go off into something else, Paul here states that it

was necessary to preach to the Jews first, he then turned to the

gentiles in this region, but, if you'll read later in the Book of Acts,

he turned again to the Jews in another region that he went next, and

there were many Jews at times that believed.  But...the order here is

apparent, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  Not that the

gentiles were excluded!  Only the order of witness!

While ALL NATIONS might in some sense include Israel, THE NATIONS only

applies to the gentiles.

Yeshua said to them, "Yes I tell you that in the regenerated world,

when the Son of Man sits on His glorious throne, you who have followed

Me will also sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of

Israel.  Mattityahu 19:28 /JNT

For behold, in those days and in that time, when I shall bring back the

captivity of Judah and Jerusalem.  I will also gather all nations and

bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will enter into

judgement with them there for the sake of My people and for the sake of

My heritage ISRAEL, whom they have scattered among THE NATIONS and

because they have divided up My land.  Joel 3:1-2 /Aramaic Syr.

HOW CAN YOU MISS THIS!  It is EXTREMELY CLEAR!  If you will set aside

'the Fig Tree heresy', you will see past this straw man; then look and

see the revelation of the Olive Tree, - and so find something you know

nothing about it seems!

 BC> Judgement is not Salvation, Daniel didn't say two salvations, he

 BC> said two groups in the Judgement...

RY>Correct, Judgement is not Salvation.  But salvation is to escape

RY>from the final judgement of God.  In that sense, judgement and

RY>salvation are very closely related.

They are related only by opposing statements.  But...I'm not sure to

escape the final judgement of God is an accurate statement.  The Bible

declares that we shall all stand before the judgement seat of God, and

give an account of what we have done in the body.  We shall be judged

by our words, and some 'carnal Christians' works shall be tried in the

fire, they being burnt up, being wood hay and stubble, but they

themselves shall be saved.  Salvation is not escaping the final

judgement of God; but: coming through it to eternal life with Him.

RY>Daniel himself argued that judgement is not on nation by nation.

RY>I agree with him there. God will not judge by groups.  He will JUDGE

RY>ONE BY ONE as I stressed several times already.  There won't be

RY>group distinction in the final judgement, which will be only one

RY>event.

It will be ONE BY ONE and groups, you have to look at the whole picture

Biblically, there WILL BE A GROUP DISTINCTION...

Woe unto you Korazin!  Woe to you, Beit-Tzaidah!  Why, if the miracles

done in you had been done in Tzor and Tzidon, they would long ago have

put on sackcloth and ashes as evidence that they had changed their

ways.  But I tell you it will be more bearable for Tzor and Tzidon than

for you on the Day of Judgment!  And you K'far Nachum, will you be

exalted to heaven?  No, you will be brought down to Sh'ol!  For if the

miracles done in you had been done in S'dom, it would still be in

existence today.  But I tell you that on the Day of Judgement it will

be more bearable for the land of S'dom than for you! Matt. 11:21-24

/JNT.

But if the people of a house or town will not welcome you or listen to

you, leave it and shake its dust from your feet!  Yes, I tell you, it

will be more tolerable on the Day of Judgement for the people of S'dom

and 'Amora than for that town!  Matt. 10:14-15 /JNT.

Sorry, this shows clearly, as do many verses the exact thing that you

say is not so!

RY>Attempting to make the final judgement into two events is not

RY>biblical.  So far you two could not prove that scripturally.

Not two events, two groups in the one final judgement...

Yeshua said to them, "Yes I tell you that in the regenerated world,

when the Son of Man sits on His glorious throne, you who have followed

Me will also sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of

Israel.  Mattityahu 19:28 /JNT

...I will also gather all nations and will bring them down...and I will

enter into judgement with them there for the sake of My people and for

the sake of My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the

nations,...JOEL 3:1-2/Aramaic Syr.[part]

RY>I am really pleased to see you at least conceding to the truth that

RY>ALL NATIONS include  national Israel...

Only in the sense you were using it, not really in the Biblical sense

as we shall see...

RY>I trust you knew that in Matthew

RY>25:31, it was  ALL NATIONS that shall be gathered.

Strongs; eth'-nos; prob. from 1486; a race [as of the same habit], i.e.

a tribe; spec. a foreign [non-Jewish] one [usually by impl. pagan]:-

Gentile, heathen, nation, people.

Sorry...your usage does not fit the meaning in Strongs for all the

nations. I was only agreeing that their will be one judgement but...

RY>Do you now acknowledge that in the final judgment all human race

RY>including Jewish people are to be gathered at the same time or are

RY>you still clinging to your old argument that Jewish people will go

RY>through a separate judgment?

...There will be two groups in this ONE JUDGEMENT!  I am not clinging

to my old argument, I am clinging to the Word of God!  We see clearly

in the two following verses that their are two groups in this one final

judgement!...

Yeshua said to them, "Yes I tell you that in the regenerated world,

when the Son of Man sits on His glorious throne, you who have followed

Me will also sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of

Israel.  Mattityahu 19:28 /JNT

For behold, in those days and in that time, when I shall bring back the

captivity of Judah and Jerusalem.  I will also gather all nations and

will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will enter

into judgement with them there for the sake of My people and for the

sake of My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations,

and because they have divided up My land. JOEL 3:1-2 /Aramaic Syr.

It is YOU who are failing to acknowledge what the Word of God plainly

shows!

RY>While I have your attention, let me guide you to Ephesians 2:14

RY>where the Apostle Paul clearly stated that God removed the WALL

RY>between the Jews and Gentiles. What that removal of the wall means

RY>is that God doesn't distinguish anymore between Jewish believers and

RY>Gentile believers. To him there is no distinction.

For He Himself is our shalom - he has broken down the m'chitzah/middle

wall which divided us...Eph.2:14/JNT

The reference is to the middle which was the wall in the Temple that

separated the court of the gentiles from the Jews, and if you will,

even the womens court from the men as well could be included.  However,

while what you are saying is true in one sense, we all come before God

on an equal footing, you cannot go beyond this and say there is no

distinction either, in Salvation no; but...there most certainly is MALE

AND FEMALE, and specific instructions to each.  Further, in Romans we

see Paul stating very clearly the difference between the natural

branches of the Olive Tree, [the Jews], and the wild olive tree, [the

Gentiles], and gives specific instructions to the wild-grafted-in

branches, [the gentiles] concerning the natural branches, [the-Jews],

for one...NOT TO BOAST AGAINST THEM!  Judge for yourselves, would not

saying that the Natural Branches do not exist and that the wild

branches have become the Natural Branches, COMPLETELY CONTRARY to what

Paul states in Romans, be a doctrine that coincides with the warning

that Paul gave not to boast against the Natural Branches, I THINK SO!

And I would echo Paul's words to you then...BE NOT HIGHMINDED BUT FEAR!

RY>The wall remains only in the minds of those Jews such as you and

RY>their proselytes like Daniel. What motivates them to hold such view

RY>is a sheer fleshly pride. Read carefully the following to see if

RY>what I said is really so or not.

This statement of yours is bigoted, carnally-judgmental, inaccurate,

and false, - a lie!  There is no wall, Jew and gentile are in the same

tree, but one has not become the other.  We approach God on an equal

basis, but the wild-grafted branch is the wild-grafted branch; the

natural branch is the natural branch; and the tree is the commonwealth

of Israel.  You have become a partaker WITH HER, - but you are NOT (have not replaced) HER! [Yet: The Gentiles become of the Seed Of Abraham by faith, and too have ‘passed over’, and so in the sense of them being of the Commonwealth of Israel, they are now “Hebrews” – Ivrim.]
HOW MUCH CLEARER DO YOU NEED?, WHY DO YOU NEED TO BE A NATURAL BRANCH

WHEN YOU ARE NOT?, ARE YOU UPSET WITH THE WAY GOD MADE YOU?!

Are you called circumcised [a Jew], become not uncircumcised [a

gentile]; are you called uncircumcised [a gentile], become not

circumcised [a Jew], - in whatever state you were called, there-in

abide.  Richard, unless you are led of the Holy Spirit as Paul was

concerning Titus, do not become a Jew, this is what Scripture says to

you!
RY>And that he might reconcile BOTH unto God in ONE BODY by the cross,

RY>having slain the enmity thereby:

RY>And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them

RY>that were nigh.

RY>For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

RY>Now therefore YE ARE NO MORE STRANGERS AND FOREIGNERS, but

RY>FELLOWCITIZENS with the saints, and of the household of God;

Yup, this is the same thing that Romans 14 says...

Reconcile BOTH, [natural and wild branches], ONE BODY [the natural

olive tree], YOU WHICH WERE AFAR OFF, [the wild olive tree], THEM THAT

WERE NIGH, [the natural branches], STRANGERS AND FOREIGNERS, [in the

wild olive tree], FELLOWCITIZENS, [both in the Olive Tree, and the wild

branches becoming partakers with the commonwealth of Israel as in

Romans].

But...you must balance all Scripture, your understanding of this

passage is correct and it isn't, it is correct as I've just outlined,

but, if it contradicts the Romans Olive Tree passage, then it is not

longer correct, but what you are reading into it.  The passage in

Romans is very clear.  This should be the end of the discussion if you

have a teachable spirit and read what I have said carefully.

RY>The idea that the Apostle Paul who wrote the above kept the wall of

RY>partition in his mind to separate himself from the rest as a Jewish

RY>believer is really foreign to the Bible.

Not really, after Believing Paul refers to himself as Jewish several

times, as do the other Jewish believers; not to separate himself, but

to give a workable definition, as in the natural/wild Olive Tree

passage.

RY>May the peace of God that abolished the partition between Jews and

RY>Gentile also dismantle the wall in your mind.

I have no wall in my mind.  May the mercy of YHVH grant you sight to

discern the veil of false doctrine over your eyes.

 DS> Is it ever commanded that since these things are a shadow of what

 DS> is to come that we should ignore themm and give no thought to what

 DS> they are a shadow of?

RY>That's a good question.  The fact that they were just shadows means

RY>that the real thing came about.  We do keep the real things that

RY>came about such as the Lord's supper, water baptism, sacrifice of

RY>our bodies as the living sacrifice and sacrifice of our praise and

RY>thanksgiving with our lips.

Gosh Richard, you once again are stating exactly opposite of what

the Word say, it does not say THE REAL THING CAME ABOUT, it says the

real thing THAT IS TO COME, [paraphrased, read in context].  If you

are far away from the Shadow, wouldn't it make sense to say that you

are also far away from Him Who casts the shadow.  Besides, The-Lord's

supper is Pesach/Passover, water baptism is Mikvah, Resurrection sunday

is Yom-HaBikurim, Pentecost is Shavuot, - so... the Church is still

following these things today, even if their understanding is mixed up

and they don't do it on the right days.  Of course, it isn't really

everyones fault, considering that the days were changed by the council

in 325 A.D. to coincide with pagan holidays so as not to ever fall on

the day YHVH gave in Tanakh for these days.

Why do you continue to fault our observance of the Biblical Holy Days! 

Scripture tells you not to judge us in our respect unto Holy Days!

You beside, - is it better to observe The-Lord Yeshua's death and

resurrection and Pentecost on the day that it actually occurred as

given by YHVH Elohim in Tanakh, or is it better to celebrate it on a

pagan holiday of easter of the greek goddess easterous, because some

false Christians decided they would do this in 325 A.D. to separate

themselves from everything Jewish and purge the Gospel of all It's

Judaic roots!

--- QuickBBS v2.03

 * Origin: Midrash in Denver (8:7703/1) (1:104/18)

ARTICLE II

The Olive Tree

{Defense Against the Fig Tree heresy} Abridged…
Message #5963 "National Bible"...{From this message on}

Date: 13-Jun-89 17:33

From: Harvey S{...}  -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

Subj: Re: Cult Evangelism

Previous Reply is Message #5543.  Next Reply is Message #6112

Shalom Richard, from reading some of your posts, i think you have a

grave misunderstanding of what Messianic Jews believe.  So just to let

you know we are not off the wall:

1) We believe in the Virgin Birth of Messiah, The Word of God made

flesh. His deity, vicarious atonement in death on the tree, and His

resurrection.

2) In Jesus there is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond or free, male or

female.  All may come freely to the throne of grace and partake of

eternal redemption.

3) We believe in being born again, infilled with the Holy Spirit, a  

experiential salvation based on the Gospel.

4) We believe in the great commission and that not all Jews are called

to the Jewish people, but some to gentile evangelism.

5) We believe we are saved by Grace and not of works.

6) ect.

7) In Messianic Congregations all are Messianic believers, Jew and Non

Jew

8) We do not believe that once Gentiles become saved, that they are

still gentiles!   They may be frenchmen, German, English ect, but no

longer heathen! <grin>
     [NOTE: This is using ‘Gentile’in only one of it’s meanings ‘pagan’ – not in the basic meaning of Gentiles which is in Hebrew: Goyim/Nations – those of the Nations.]
9) We do believe that Jews once saved are still Jews,(ethnic)

   We also believe that Jews have a promise and a covenant that ties us

to the land of Israel, The Torah, and Jewish culture and feasts that

are biblically eternal forever.

10) We also believe that the Covenant of Moses is Not superseded, but

has passed into the New Covenant.  Otherwise, why not as christians,

kill and murder and rape ect???

However now they are written upon our hearts by the Holy Spirit and not

on tables of stone..

11) we believe that our mission as Jews is to help the church see that  

statements like, "we are no longer under the law" are understood within

the context that they were spoken..

a) First, by the works of the law shall No one be justified.

b) The Temple sacrificial laws are fulfilled in Yeshua, and His

heavenly priesthood in the Temple in Heaven.

c) The Feast days of Israel given to the Jews are shadows and

prophecies and in Messianic Congregations kept in the light of the

fulfillment of such prophecies.  Much better than a Easter Rabbit, or

Xmas trees, or Halloween. At least what we keep is biblical..and it is

our heritage.

d) The Laws of Moses, are binding upon all Believers, as God writes

them on our hearts, so we can help establish God's dominion on the

earth.  Otherwise, incest would be allowed since there is no new

covenant restriction against it. ect..

e) In fact all the previous New Covenants beginning with Noah, Abraham,  

Moses and now Yeshua or Jesus if you prefer...

Hope this helps in your understanding of Messianic Jews.

Executive Treasurer, Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations,  Harvey

S{...}

--- msged 1.99S ZTC

 * Origin: Harvey S{...} (Secret Oracles,MJCN3 MO.(314)-227-6885

 1:100/519)

Message #5964 "National Bible"...{From this message on}

Date: 14-Jun-89 08:39

From: Michael S{...} -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

Subj: Re: Christ & The Law

Previous Reply is Message #5874.  Next Reply is Message #6532

Mr. Y{...}:

        You claim that your "understanding" of National Israel is based

on Holy Scripture, yet merely taking verses out of context does not

constitute a Biblical teaching.  "Neither Jew nor Greek..." is not from

a passage dealing with Israel, but with salvation.  It has to do with

how a person is saved, and that is through the sacrificial atonement of

Yeshua.  Whether they are Jewish or not Male or not, free or not.  As

for National Israel, you only have to look and see what G-d is doing

among the Jewish people today.  First, the miracle of Israel as a

nation in her own land in fulfilment of Prophecy (Ezekiel 37; Jeremiah

31) as well as the spiritual revival among the Jewish people.  Perhaps

you use the blinders of the theological grid that seems comfortable to

you, and tickles your ears rather than what G-d is doing.  THe

Pharisees of Yeshua's day could quote scriptures better than you, and

they gave scripture after scripture of why Yeshua couldn't be the

Messiah, because they were defending their own theological grid, rather

than looking at what the Scriptures taught.  They missed the boat.

Thank G-d the Messianic Jews saw what G-d was doing.  Perhaps its time

that you looked beyond your blinders and Mr. Camping's book, and see

what G-d is doing.  When G-d said I will bless them who bless you, and

those who curse you I will curse... He meant it... and has carried it

out throughout history in regards to the Jews.  WHy call down curses

upon yourself?  Open your eyes!  See what G-d is doing to the Glory of

His Holy NAME!

--- TBBS v2.1/NM

 * Origin: Its ways are ways of pleasantness... (226/280)

  ÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛ

  ÛÛ                                                              ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  "Don't think that I have come to abolish the Torah  or the  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  Prophets.  I have come not to abolish but to complete. Yes  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  indeed!  I tell you that until heaven and earth pass away,  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  not so much as a yud or a stroke will pass from the Torah - ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  not until everything that must happen has happened.  *> So  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  whoever disobeys  the least of these mitzvot  and  teaches  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  others to do so will be called the least in the Kingdom of  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  Heaven.  But  whoever  obeys  them and so  teaches will be  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ  called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.     - Matt. 5.17-19  ÛÛ

  ÛÛ                                                              ÛÛ

  ÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛÛ

Message #8001 "National Bible"...{From this message on}

Date: 23-Jun-89 07:53

From: Brian C{...}   -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

Subj: Re: Nat'l Israel, A Special Case?

Previous Reply is Message #7687.  Next Reply is Message #8002

 RY> By making a third group, Israel, as an exception, Daniel proposed

 RY> another salvation plan other than what is taught in the Bible.

 Did he really now? I don't believe Daniel said that at all. In fact I

saw his post in which he said we must all be saved in the same way

whether Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave or free (a Biblical

concept). Get your quotes and facts straight Richard!!

RY>If you and Daniel want to argue about our obligations to the Law as

RY>Jewish and non-Jewish followers of Messiah Jesus, why not look into

RY>the book of Galatians? I would caution against quoting a verse here

RY>and there that ignores the big picture of what God's word has to say

RY>on the subject.

    You seem to have this thing against the Messianic Jews. Any

particular reason? " Can the eye (RY) say to the elbow (MJs) because

you are not an eyeball I have no need of you.

 RY> The Bible speaks of only one method of salvation....

 NO KIDDING! Do you REALLY think Daniel was arguing with that? Come on

now. You are fabricating something to try to prove that because he has

come to an understanding that is more favorable toward Messianic

theology than yours that he is trying to establish an alternate means

of salvation! BALONEY!! HUMBUG!! He never said that! He merely

challenged you to examine the source of your thinking and the roots of

your remarks about Messianic Judaism! Where did you both obtain your

information and background on the reality of what Messianic Jews and

their friends (non-Jewish members of Messianic ministries/

congregations) believe ?????

    Since Daniel is more acquainted with all this, perhaps we should

try to at least listen to what he IS saying and not distort it to say

what RY wants it to be saying?!!!!! Come on now!

 Richard, I believe you are WAY OFF in your understanding of God's

dealings with Israel! We cannot form a foundation for our belief on

what we ASSUME Jesus meant in Matthew 8:12 and then leap from that to

say that he cursed the fig tree symbolizing a cutting off of Israel

from all her promises. God does not take back his promises. Romans

11:29 makes it very plain that God is not through with the Jews!!!

     I can only assume that someone has taken scissors to ROMANS 11th

chapter and removed it from your Bible for you to come to such wild

conclusions, that are out of harmony with not only the plain revealed

word of God, but also out of harmony with 1900 years of faithful men of

God!! Why would Paul say in Romans 10:1 "Brethren, my heart's desire

and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation". ????? Was he so

deceived or so ignorant that he didn't know that Richard Y{...} and

Jesus had gotten together and decided "

RY> Now that they had rejected Him and that He had cursed the fig

RY> tree, there won't be any more future glory for Israel".....

     Well Richard, you will just have to argue that one out with Paul

(Romans CH.9,10 & 11)  Isaiah (The whole book!) and Jeremiah

(especially 31:31-34) WHILE YOUR ARE THERE, PLEASE READ JEREMIAH 31:37

    Does it sound like there is no future for the Jews in God's scheme

of things? Remember these ancient writings were given to the Jews

first. That is God's priority! Don't ask me why! No one is saying that

Jews are superior in any way, but God chose them to be a sign people in

the earth. Do you believe the Old Testament scriptures to be reliable?

    I wonder what you do with "I will bless those who bless the Jews. I

will curse those who curse the Jews".... Are you blessing the Jews by

your life Richard? Are you bringing the Good news of salvation to them?

(how lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news),

or are you by your actions and words condemning them to be cut off from

what is their inheritance? If it were not for Jews who faithfully

brought the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth, you would still

be bowing down to wooden idols and lost without any hope or knowledge

of the One God who is revealed through His Son Yeshua HaMashiach, and

still woos men and women all over this planet today, not desiring that

any should perish, but that all should come to a saving knowledge of

the truth.

     Jesus is Lord! The devil is defeated!! Hallelujah!

  Thy kingdom come Lord. Let your will be done - this day! In Richard,

In Daniel, In me - in all our dear friends and brothers/sisters on this

echo!

 Keep on lifting up the name of Jesus! CULATER!!! (((BRIAN)))

From: Brian C{...}   -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

 RY> Neither Peter nor Paul seemed to have observed the Jewish laws.

 There you go again Richard! We are not interested in what it seemed

like.  We are interested in FACTS!

    FACT 1) - "I have committed no offense either against the Law of

the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar" PAUL in Acts 25:8

    FACT 2) - "he began saying to them 'Brethren, though I had done

nothing against our people or the CUSTOMS of our fathers, yet I was

delivered prisoner... to the Romans" - PAUL in Acts 28:17

    FACT 3) - "Paul went in with us to James and all the elders were

present.....You see, brother, how many myriads (tens of thousands)

there are among the Jews of those who have believed and THEY ARE ALL

ZEALOUS FOR THE LAW....We have four men who are under a vow, take the

and purify yourself along with them (PAUL).... pay their expenses (at

the temple) ...you yourself walk orderly KEEPING THE LAW..... the

sacrifice was offered for each one of them."

    The only thing they could try to pin on Paul was that he had

brought a gentile into the temple to defile it, but they never proved

this.

    Does it sound to you like Paul was "FREE FROM THE LAW" ???

 BTW the above quotes in 3) are all excerpts from ACTS 21.

    IS the Family Radio Bible School you referred to connected with

WYFR the Shortwave broadcaster??

From: Harvey S{...}  -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

Shalom Richard.  I hope by your implication that the Jewish minister

you know is full blooded Jewish and that perhaps we are not???

Welll, in Messiah i have nothing to boast of for i consider it all dung

for the knowledge of the majesty of the Glory of God...

But, since i am a full blooded Jew.  My grandfather was the chief Rabbi

in Bilardrudka, Ukraine and was martyred by Russian Orthodox So called

Christians just for being Jewish.  I was raised in an extremely

orthodox Jewish family and have an extremely orthodox Jewish

background.

Since i currently serve in executive capacity  with over 90% of the

Jewish Revival Worldwide, it would seem that this Jewish preacher of

yours is out of step with his own people, and you should not use his

theology as necessarily the only interpretation or the true one.

I also have a BTHeology Degree, and others as well...

Perhaps if i knew the theological background that you are coming from,

i could address your comments better.

Now to address your Exegesis, In Col 2:16, the admonishment is not to

judge one another in eating or drinking or in regards to the Sabbath or

a holy day, which things are a shadow of things to come in Messiah of

course..

Now the admonishment is not for You to judge me in keeping the feasts

of Israel as a Jew, because they are eternally given.  It doesn't make

me special it just makes me a Saved Jew.  Now if you are Chinese or

Italian, then You become a saved whatever.  That doesn't make you

special either, it makes us all equal in the sight of the Lord. {…}
The only ceremonial laws that anyone can find so called done away is in

the Priestly service in the Temple, which now we are the Temple of G-d,

and we are the Priests of G-d ministering spiritual sacrifices and

prayers and incense to G-d.  The High Priestly service is now in Heaven

and Yeshua is there ministering on our behalf, both those who are NT

believers and are Jewish, and those who are NT believers and are

gentile..

Next is your quote of the problem between Peter and Paul.  If you read 

closely, you will see, that Peter when he preached to the Gentiles, he

lived amongst them as one of them.  When Jews from Jerusalem came unto

him, he separated himself from the gentile and that type of living.

Not very good but a slap in the Non Jews who believed faces.  An insult

of great proportion.  So Paul rebuked Peter.  But that neither lived as

Jews can best be seen in ACTS 10, and ACTS 20, where Paul's testimony

is that He has kept the traditions of the elders, and the laws of

Moses.  The Apostle James also affirms this, and his testimony amongst

Israel was as a very  upright person.

What you need to do Richard is search your heart to see why you are so

set against, the original Jewish Gospel being preached today.  After

all with 1900 years of gentile preaching, very little inroads have been

made to the Apple of G-d's eye, the Jews to getting them saved, even

though Romans 11, states that through their fall salvation is come unto

you to provoke them to jealousy.  Which i am afraid the gentile

churches have failed miserably, so G-d has raised up a Jewish arm of

the same Church to fulfill the scriptures in turning ungodliness away

from Jacob.  And this Gospel is successful .

Sooooo, i will discuss any spiritual or scriptures or doctrines with

you if you are sincere and desire the dialogue, but if not, welll then

you will see that "Let Every Word of G-d be true and Every Man a Liar"

will come to pass.

Message #9612 "National Bible"...{From this message on}

Date: 05-Jul-89 16:05

From: Harold B{...}  -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

Subj: Re: All Things To All Men

 RY>  P.S.  Please don't think that I am judging you.  I have been

 RY>  upholding the truth in the Bible in an effort to free you from

 RY>  the wall.

I believe the wall only exists in your mind.  I don't see anywhere the 

Messianic Jews have erected a wall towards us who are not Jews.

--- RBBSMAIL 17.2A

 * Origin: In Touch : Nashville, TN 615-833-0107 {HST} (RBBS-PC 8:73/4)

From: Bill C{...}    -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

RY> "O foolish" Messianic Jews, "who hath bewitched you...

NO ONE!

RY> This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works

RY> of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

BY FAITH!

RY> Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made

RY> perfect by the flesh," (Gal 3:1-2) such as by observing the feasts?

NOPE, BY FAITH IN YESHUA HAMASHIACH, AS HE IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS!

RY> "Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.

RY> I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain."

RY> (Gal 4:10-11)

AND SO DO YOU...EASTER AND THE WINTER SOLSTIS OF CHRISTMAS TO NAME A

COUPLE, AS WELL AS RESURRECTION SUNDAY, WHICH IS THE BIBLICAL FEAST OF Yom HaBikurim, AND PENTECOST WHICH IS SHAVUOT!  SO YOU CELEBRATE BOTH

PAGAN AND BIBLICAL. - WE GO FOR JUST THE BIBLICAL ONES!

RY>were all fulfilled already in Christ Jesus. The ceremonial

RY>sacrifices and the feasts are the shadows that pointed to the Christ

RY>who was to come to fulfil them all.

NO, YOU ARE OFF A LITTLE BIT, PAUL SAYS THAT THEY ARE A SHADOW OF

THINGS TO COME, SOME ARE FULFILLED, SOME ARE LEFT TO BE FULFILLED,

BUT...THE BIBLE IS STILL PLAIN THAT YOU ARE NOT!!! TO JUDGE US IN OUR

RESPECT UNTO A HOLY DAY! WHY DO YOU CONTINUE TO DISOBEY THE WORD IN

JUDGING US!

RY>The unleavened bread was to remember the passover and

RY>Christ is the passover lamb. Christ is also the first fruit that was

RY>raised from the dead. And Christ is the lord of the harvest and

RY>Sabaoth as well. In Christ, all the feasts were fulfilled.

AMEN...SO YOU DON'T CELEBRATE WHAT WAS FULFILLED!  YOU NEVER GO TO

CHURCH ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY!  WHY DO YOU FAULT US FOR WORSHIPING THE

YHVH ELOHIM ON HIS FEAST RESURRECTION DAY!  YOU YOURSELF SAID ABOVE YOU REMEMBER THE PASSOVER, WHY DO YOU FAULT US FOR DOING THIS AS WELL!  EVEN THOUGH I BET YOU GO TO CHURCH ON GOOD FRIDAY OR EASTER, EVEN THOUGH YOU ARE DOING IT ON A PAGAN DAY, YOU HAVE NO RIGHT TO FAULT US FOR WORSHIPING ON A BIBLICAL DAY!  HYPOCRITE!

RY>You said that you observe them as the Jews' custom.

NO, WE SAID WE DO THEM UNTO YHVH/THE-LORD!

RY> If I as a Korean still bow down to the pictures of my ancestors

RY>as an ancestor worship that is one of the Korean customs, then I

RY>will be making my new faith in Christ a mockery among Koreans.

NO BODY IS TALKING ABOUT BOWING DOWN TO PICTURES.  YOU STILL EAT RICE

THOUGH DON'T YOU.  SO...WHAT...ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE BIBLICAL HOLY

DAYS ARE PAGAN IDOL WORSHIP, ON THE ORDER OF BOWING DOWN TO PICTURES!

SOMEHOW I DON'T FEEL THE LORD WOULD BE TO HAPPY HEAR THIS!

RY> And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the

RY> circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of

RY> our father Abraham, which [he had] being [yet] uncircumcised."

RY> (Romans 4:9-12)

SEE, NOT OF THE CIRCUMCISION ONLY!  THE DISTINCTION IS EVEN THERE IN

PAUL'S WRITINGS!  NOT THE CIRCUMCISION ONLY!  BUT TO YOU TOO!

RY> "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a

RY> curse for us: for it is written, Cursed [is] every one that hangeth

RY> on a tree:

THAT'S RIGHT, FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW, NOT FROM OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW!

WE ARE NOT TO WALK LAWLESS!

RY> Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not,

RY> And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is

RY> Christ." Gal 3:13-16)

RY>Did you get that?  The promise was to Abraham and to THE SEED who is

RY>Christ, and not to the nation of Israel!

RY>The promise was to all who find refuge in Jesus Christ, that is,

RY>to all God's elect!

THAT'S RIGHT, AS PAUL SAYS, THE CIRCUMCISION THROUGH THEIR [ALREADY

HAVING/GR.] FAITH, AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION THROUGH THEIR [ACQUIRED/GR.]

FAITH, YUP, BOTH JEW AND GENTILE, YOU AREN'T TOO FAR OFF HERE IS GUESS!

RY> Now a mediator is not [a mediator] of one, but God is one.

RY> [Is] the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if

RY> there had been a law given which could have given life, verily

RY> righteousness should have been by the law.

IF THE LAW/TORAH IS NOT AGAINST THE PROMISES OF GOD, THEN WHY DO YOU

FAULT US FOR WALKING ORDERLY AND LAW-FULLY, WHY DO YOU WANT TO TWIST

IT?  WOULD YOU WANT TO WALK LAW-LESS OR SOMETHING!

RY> Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster [to bring us] unto Christ,

RY> that we might be justified by faith.  But after that faith is come,

RY> we are no longer under a schoolmaster." Gal 3:17-25)

BECAUSE YOU ARE NO LONGER UNDER A SCHOOL MASTER, DO YOU THROW OUT

EVERYTHING YOU LEARNED IN SCHOOL THEN! OF COURSE NOT, UNLESS YOU ARE A

BAD STUDENT, OR ARE TRYING TO SEEK TO BE COME DEVOID OF KNOWLEDGE, OR A

VEGETABLE... A, B, C,... DO NOT LIE, OBEY YOUR PARENTS, DO NOT KILL...

STILL SOUNDS VALID TO ME; BUT...NOT TO YOU?!?!?

RY>What is this that some of you say that Christ's work on the cross

RY>was just for the atonement only and He did not fulfil all the law?

WHAT IS THIS THAT YOU SAY WE SAID WHEN WE DID NOT SAY IT!  WE SAY HE

FULFILLED THE LAW, THAT THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WE MAY

WALK A LAW-FULL ORDERLY LIFE, UPHOLDING THE LAW AS PAUL PUTS IT AND

ESTABLISHING IT! WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM!!!!!!!!!

From: Bill C{...}    -{REPLY}

To:   Richard Y{...} -{OBJECTION}

BOB H> If the temple was standing today, why would Messianic Jews offer

BOB H> a sacrifice anyways (I am led to believe from your comments that

BOB H> they indeed would - the only reason they do not is the temple is

BOB H> not standing any more). Have a super day in Jesus,

RY>This is to let you know that I see the way you see when it comes to

RY>the Jewish believers' adherence to the done away Levitical laws.

Not really I would think, Bob and us seem to be in pretty good

agreement, you are the one who seems to have a problem though.  As to

the Sacrifices: Yeshua is the atonement Sacrifice, and we don't have

need of another. However, there are various other sacrifices in Tanakh,

and we do see these being done: thanksgiving; for a vow; etc., one

example...

...The next day Sha'ul took the men, purified himself along with

them and entered the Temple to give notice of when the period of

purification would be finished and the offering would have to be

made for each of them.  Acts 21 /JNT

If the Temple is rebuilt, I don't plan on going there and offering an
atonement sacrifice, so...why do you keep putting words in our mouth!

 ÉÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ»      BARUCH HABA B'SHEM ADONAI!     ÉÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ»

 º               º  "A day unto Y-H-V-H is  as a 1000  º      /\      º

 º * * * * * * * º  years,  & a 1000 years as a day."  º ____/_ \____ º

 º ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ º    It has been said: The current    º \  ___\ \  / º

 º ³ ³ ÀÄ_ÄÙ ³ ³ º creation was accomplished by  seven º  \/ /  \/ /  º

 º ³ ÀÄÄÄ_ÄÄÄÙ ³ º days; and as thus it shall be so... º  / /\__/_/\  º

 º ÀÄÄÄÄÄ_ÄÄÄÄÄÙ º 2 days without  Torah,  2 days with º /__\ \_____\ º

 º       _       º Torah,  and 2 days of  the Messiah. º     \  /     º

 º     -***-     º - the 7th day - the 1000 year reign º      \/      º

 ÈÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ¼        of Messiah Ben-David.        ÈÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍÍ¼
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                    INFORMATION ON THE COMMENTARY

Before this book was released, I decided to include some commentary and

Rabbinic  quotations.  These were partially from my handwritten  notes,

and  it is hoped that,  in this printing, they are accurate and without

error  (as I'm sure they are for the most part).   I hope these will be

of  some help.   While there are dozens more Rabbinic  quotations  that

could  have been given,  and details that could have been commented on,

these few will give an understanding of the Judaic context of the  days

when  Messiah Yeshua walked the earth.   They should shed light on some

other matters as well.

Portions  within {}'s are from the Mishnah,  and have some relevance to

the  verse (even if only about  historical  or  translation  considera-

tions).   These details  at first glance  may not always be clear as to

their relevance to our understanding of  the New Covenant.   These  are

from Hermann Strack's & Paul Billerbeck's Kommentar Zum Neuen Testament

Aus Talmud Und Midrashch.

Talmudic  quotes, unless stated  otherwise  as  being  from  the  Yeru-

shalayim Talmud (4th century A.D.  & earlier),  are from the Babylonian

Talmud  (5th century A.D.  & earlier).   When  quotes are provided from

the Haggadah  they  are  sometimes taken from:  En Jacob,  Agada Of The

Babylonian Talmud,  by: Rabbi Jacob Ibn Chabib  (revised and translated

into English by: Rabbi S.H. Glick,  Vol's. I-V,  New York, 1916- 1921).

In  this case they will be identified by "EnJ" before  the  volume  and

page  number on which they are found in  that  writing.   Added  detail

a-b-c will refer to the first, middle, or end of the page.  This is not

to be confused with standard numbering for Talmudic quotations.

Some  verse references from the Tanakh will differ a verse  or  two  in

location, depending on what version you are using.
        MNV COMMENTARY Part I -(Matthew through Acts 15:20)

                  COMMENTARY ON MATTITYAHU / MATTHEW

 MT1:1   NOTE:  Yosef's genealogy in Matthew; Miryam's in Luke.  This is

        attested to as early as Eusebius -(Hist.Eccl.i,7).   [Luke

        3:23; John 7:42; Gen.12:3,22:18]   {Bikkurim 1:5; Taanith 4:5;

        Yebamoth 4:13, 6:4; Kiddushin 4:1-4,6; Middoth 5:4}

MT1:2   [Gen.21:2,12, 26:25, 28:14, 29:35]

MT1:3   [Gen.38:27, 49:10; Ruth 4:18-22]

MT1:5   NOTE: Rachav and Rut were both gentiles in the line of King

        David.

        RABBINIC: Ruth, ancestress of King David, was the daughter of

        Eglon, who was the grandson of Balak, King of Moab. Sanhedrin

        105b.   [Ruth 2:1, 4:1-13]   {Yebamoth 8:3}

MT1:6   [1Sam.16:1; 2Sam.7:12, 12:24]

MT1:7   [1Chr.3:10; 2Chr.11:20]

MT1:8   [1Chr.3:10; 2Kin.15:13]

MT1:9   [2Kin.15:38]

MT1:10  [2Kin.20:21; 1Kin.13:2]   {Eduyoth 7:6}

MT1:11  [1Chr.3:15,16; 2Kin.24:14-16]

MT1:12  [1Chr.3:17; Ezra 3:2; Neh.12:1; Hag.1:1]

MT1:13  NOTE: The old Hebrew manuscript of Matt., (The DuTillet), has

        the name added: Av'ner-[v.13], -which makes a 14th name in this

        set.

MT1:16  NOTE: 'of whom', is fem. singular in Greek, indicating: of

        Miryam only, not through Joseph.   [Matt.13:35; Mark 6:3]

        {Yebamoth 4:13; Kiddushin 4:10; Baba Bathra 8:6; Sanhedrin 7:5;

        Aboth 5:19}

MT1:17  Matthew has arranged his matter by the Hebrew letters of the

        word David.  As David in Hebrew has three letters, so in the

        genealogy there are three divisions. As these three letters

        make up fourteen by numerical value (for in Hebrew there are no

        separate numerals, but to every letter a numerical value is

        attached), so the writer arranges his matter in fourteens.

        - Gfrorer, Die heilige Sage, 1838, ii.p.9. See also Canon Box,

        The Virgin Birth Of Jesus, 1916, pp.12 sqq..   {Taanith 4:6}

MT1:18  RABBINIC:  Various Rabbinic quotes of interest [&: Mat.1:23

        note]: R. Tanchuma said in the name of R. Samuel: Eve had

        respect to that "seed" which is coming from another place. And

        who is this? -This is Messiah, the King. Ber. Rab.23,ed.Warsh.

        p.45b.;  [Gen.18:14]- Midrash Rabbah (53:6)  R. Judah ben R.

        Simon said: He in His glory made her conceive, hence: 'And The-

        Lord remembered Sarah'. -(His Glory = Shekinah).; [Gen.18:14] -

        Midrash Rabbah (60:16)  You find that as long as Sarah lived, a

        cloud hung over her tent: -(signifying the Divine Presence).;

        Is it not written that we may preserve a son from our father,

        but "Seed from our Father", This is the seed that is coming

        from another place.  And who is this? -This is the King

        Messiah. -Ber. Rabbah (51, ed. Warsh. p.95a, on Gen.19:32).

        And I shall put enmity between thee and the woman, and between

        the seed of thy sons, and between the Seed of her sons; and it

        shall be when the sons of the woman keep the commandments of

        the Torah, they shall be prepared to smite thee on thy head;

        but if they forsake the Mitzvot of the Torah, thou wilt be

        prepared to wound them in the heel.  Nevertheless for them

        there shall be a medicine: and they shall make a remedy for the

        heel in the days of the King Messiah.  Targum Palestine/Targum

        Yerushalayim Bereshit/Genesis 3:15.

        NOTE:  The betrothal in Biblical times was much more than being

        engaged to be married is today.  It required a 'Get' - bill of

        divorce, to dissolve.

             The commonly held public "thought", was that Yosef was His

        father; and while having relations with ones betrothed, (before

        the 'feast', at which time the couple were publicly

        acknowledged as husband and wife), was not against Torah; it

        had come to be looked down upon since it curtailed the custom.

        Perhaps this was something that the family had to bear up

        against, with gossip during the early years. However, with

        Yosef and Miryam knowing the real truth, and having the visit

        of the angel, this must have been a comfort to them if they had

        to deal with any of these type of wisperings.

             The betrothal in Judaism gives a beautiful insight into

        the return of Messiah from Heaven for His bride; with: the

        ketubbah, the wine after the 'covenant/agreement', the father

        choosing for the son, the leaving and the promise to return

        when the son has prepared a place for her in his father's

        house, the wedding feast, and the rejoicing of the friend of

        the bridegroom, etc..., and makes for a very interesting study.

             See Lecture VII, pp.263 sqq.-The Heb. Christian Messiah

        p.20. Harnack remarks: 'Die Verlobung gab dem Manne die Rechte

        des Ehemanns' (Neue Untersuchungen, 1911, p.104).  See further

        Krauss, Talmudische Archaologie, 1911, ii.36; Box, op. cit. pp.

        209-214.  After betrothal no further ceremony was necessary.

        [Matt.12:46; Luke 1:27; Is. 7:14, 49:5; Luke 1:35]   {Yebamoth

        4:10; Ketuboth 1:5}

MT1:19  [Deut.24:1; John 8:4-5]   {Gittin 1:2; Sanhedrin 7:3,9}

MT1:20  [Luke 1:35]

MT1:21  Yeshua, (Jesus in Greek), is the Hebrew name that He was given

        and called by.  It is the Hebrew word for "Salvation".  This is

        the shortened form "Yehoshua-(Joshua)" which means: "YAH is

        Salvation".  The angel's statement in this verse, only makes

        perfect sense if this form of the word is used here.  Also,

        Yeshua was a popular Hebrew name during the first century,

        which looked forward to the coming of Messiah, as is evidenced

        by finding this name on 1st Century AD tomb-stones, etc... The

        ancient Hebrew and Aramaic versions of Matthew and the New

        Covenant Scriptures likewise use "Yeshua", (note for example

        it's usage in the Shem Tov versions of Matthew 1:21).  And we

        also have various early documents using Yeshua.

             There are various reasons that Lord and God are written

        with a " - " in place of the vowels in Judaic lit..  One of the

        main reasons is that it is to remind oneself of the commandment

        in Tanakh: Thou shalt not take the Name of YHVH/(The-LORD) thy

        God in vain, for YHVH will not hold him guiltless who takes His

        Name in vain.-[Ex.20:7].  So that when one is using the Name of

        The-LORD/YHVH in writing, especially when not quoting Scripture,

        you are reminded to not use His Name lightly - in vain.  It can

        also remind us that early Hebrew did not have any vowels.  This

        is a very ancient custom; for example: In Shem Tov, YHVH is

        written as Hay-Yud-Yud, which is also seen this way today at

        times.  In DuTillet, YHVH is written as three Yud's, two on the

        bottom and one on top forming a triangle inside of a letter

        looking like a large cursive "L". In the Peshitta It is written  

        as: MarYAH/(Master-YAH/YHVH). [Is.7:14, 9:6-7; Luke 1:31, 2:11,

        2:21; John 1:29; Acts 4:12, 5:31, 13:23, 38; Rom. 5:18-19;

        Col.1:20-23]

MT1:23  NOTE: Often the idea is expressed by those not minded to agree

        with the LXX Greek reading, that the word ALMAH in Hebrew

        should be translated with a more general meaning of: YOUNG-

        MAIDEN.  However, besides the various arguments in favor of the

        word being translated as VIRGIN, as we see in some of the

        following quotes, even inside of 'some' Rabbinic lit. the word

        is understood as VIRGIN; example:  "Behold, a virgin shall

        conceive" -there are some who say that this was made a sign,

        because a virgin: "fuit non apta generationi" -Kimchi-[Is.

        7:14].; ...Kimchi refutes the above by observing that Hezekiah

        was nine years old when his father began to reign, and he must

        be at this time at least 13 years of age. In like manner

        Kimchi; and Ibn Ezra object to it, and besides his mother could

        not be called a virgin.  *(See: Kimchi on Isa. vii. 15.) -Gill.

        R. Huni in the name of R. Joshua said that this man is the King

        Messiah of whom it is said Ps. 2:7, This day have I begotten

        Thee. -Tal. Bab.;  He (God) heals with the same wounds; so you

        will find in Israel, they sinned by a virgin, and were punished

        in a virgin, so He comforts them by a virgin according to

        Jeremiah 31:21,22.-Turn again O virgin of Israel, etc., A woman

        shall compass a man.  Joshua ben Levi (in Gen.c.41.) apud

        Moses Hadarshan.

             The idea that Messiah would have no earthly father is

        presented to us by Rabbi B'rekhyah: "The Holy One said to

        Israel, 'You have spoken before Me saying, We are orphans and

        have no father [Lamentation 5:3]: The Redeemer whom I shall

        raise up out of your midst will have no father also, as it is

        said, Behold, the man whose name is Branch, and He shall branch

        up out of his place [Zechariah 6:12]'".  -From the Suffering

        Servant of Isaiah, According to Jewish Interpreters, S.Driver

        and A.Neubauer, Hermon Press, New York, 1877.  -{Messiah, A

        Rabbinic And Scriptural Viewpoint, Burt Yellin, Published by:

        Congregation Roeh Israel 8556 E. Warren Ave. Denver Co. 80231.

        (303)-337-6254}.

        Also in his comment on Song of Songs 1:3 Rashi explains that

        "`ALAMOT" (the plural of "`ALMAH") means "B'TULOT" ("virgins").

        Michael Rydelnik, a Hebrew Christian, writes,

        "Cyrus Gordon, a greatly respected Jewish scholar who does not

        believe in the virgin birth, holds that the cognate languages

        demonstrate that in Isaiah 7:14 ALMAH should be translated

        'virgin' (see JOURNAL OF BIBLE AND RELIGION, XXI,2 [April

        1953], p. 106)." (THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, June 1987, p. 18)*

             The above was taken from: Jewish New Testament Commentary,

        written by: David H. Stern. Copyright @ 1992, David H. Stern.

        All rights reserved (over 1,000 pages) Published by: Jewish New

        Testament Publications Post Office Box 1313, Clarksville,

        Maryland 21029, USA Telephone (410) 764-6144 Israel office: 78

        Manahat, 96901 Jerusalem, Israel First edition, 5,000 copies

        Printed in the United States of America ISBN 965-359-008-1

        Library of Congress catalog card number 92-097129

        [*] -Material not included in, but related to Stern's

        Commentary:             *RASHI IN MIKRA'OT G'DOLOT ON IS. 7:14:

        ...Chizkiyahu nomar va"a (veacherim omrim) sheharei ksheat'

        mone shanotav timtze shenolad Chizkiyah lifnei malchut aviv 9

        shanim veyesh potrin SHEZE HAOT SHEALMAH HAITA VE'EINA REUYAH

        LIVALED.

        ...Hezekiah and others say that when you count his years you'll

        see that Hezekiah was born 9 years before his fathers reign and

        there are those who think that the sign is that the girl is

        VIRGIN AND CAN'T GIVE BIRTH.

        *ON ISAIAH 7:14 [pg. 35]"THE YOUNG WOMAN. Hebrew HA'ALMAH means

        an adolescent woman, one of marriageable age. [...] The Hebrew

        for 'virgin' is BETHULAH, though ALMAH too sometimes bears this

        meaning. (ISAIAH Soncino Books Of The Bible; Editor: Rev.Dr.A.

        Cohen M.A. Ph.D., D.H.L. by The Rev. Dr. I. W. Slotki, M.A.,

        Litt.D. Revised by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg The Soncino Press

        London - New York @ 1983 ISBN 0-900689-28-5)

        *(Cyrus Gordon -Journal of Bible and Religion, vol 21, no.2,p.

        106): Ever since the publication of the Revised Standard

        Version there has been a storm of debate over the translation

        of '`almah' in Isaiah 7:14 as "young woman" instead of the King

        James "virgin." The commonly held view that "virgin" is

        Christian, whereas "young woman" is Jewish is not quite true.

        The fact is that the Septuagint, which is the Jewish

        translation made in pre-Christian Alexandria, takes  '`almah'

        to  mean "virgin" here.  Accordingly, the New Testament follows

        Jewish interpretation in Isaiah 7:14.

        *See: HaYerushalayim Tanakh, Koren-Publ., (the official version

        of the Knesset btw), at Shir Hashirim 1:3 @ the English

        portion, -where it translates the plural of almah as VIRGINS.

MT1:25  [Ex.13:2, Luke 2:7,21]

MT2:1   NOTE: Beit-Lechem/Bethlehem -5 miles S. of Jerusalem.  Herod

        the the 'great', (or: the butcher), was an Edomite, and king

        from 40-(4) BC.

        RABBINIC: Out of thee Beit-Lechem shall Messiah go forth before

        Me to exercise dominion over Israel, Who's Name has been spoken

        from old, from the day of eternity. -Targum Jonathan -Michah

        5:2.;  Out of thee shall come forth unto Me a judge that is to

        be ruler in Israel, and this is the King Messiah; for He is to

        be of the seed of David, from Beit-Lechem He will be. -Abendena

        (Michlol Yophi in loco.).   [Mic.5:2; Luke 2:4-7; Gen.25:6;

        1Kin.4:30]  {Gittin 1:2}

MT2:2   NOTE: Magi from the East. "East" was Babylon, and Magi were

        headed by Daniel -[Dan.5:11,2:48,4:9]; & supposedly purified by

        Daniel's descendent -Zoroaster.  They would have been familiar

        with the prophecy of Tanakh through Daniel's teaching.

        RABBINIC:  The Israelites said to God: How long shall we be in

        bondage? He replied: Till the day comes of which it is said:

        There shall come a star out of Jacob. -[Num.24] Debarim Rabba

        (sec.1).; Our Rabbis have a tradition, that in the week in

        which the Messiah will be born, there will be a bright star in

        the east, which is the star of the Messiah. -Pesikta Sortarta

        (fol.58c.1).  Kings shall arise out of Ya`akov, and HaMashiach

        be anointed from Israel, and reign over all nations. Targum

        Onkelos Bemidbar/Numbers 24:17.   At that time they shall blow

        a great trumpet, and then shall be fulfilled what is written,

        [Num. 24:17]: A Star shall arise out of Ya`akov. Pesikta.

        [Esther 1:13; Dan.2:12; Num.24:17; Is.60:3; Luke 2:11]

        {...}

MT2:4   The Scribes, who did more than simply copy Scripture, were

        known as "Torah experts" & called upon to administer, interpret

        /expound, and defend the Torah/Law.  This term latter on in

        various places in the New Covenant is also applied to Believers

        in Messiah Yeshua.   [2Chr.34:13, 36:14; Mal.2:7]   {Kilaim

        13:1; Terumoth 1:1; Hallah 1:1; Oriah 3:9; Shabbath 7:2;

        Yebamoth 1:1, 2:4, 6:4, 9:2; Ketuboth 13:1; Gittin 7:2, 8:8,

        9:8; Sotah 9:15; Baba Kamma 1:1; Baba Metzia 5:11; Sanhedrin

        4:3, 5:5, 11:3; Horayoth 3:4; Kerithoth 1:1; Kelim 13:7;

        Oholoth 17:5; Parah 11:5-6; Tohoroth 1:1, 4:7,11; Tebul Yom

        4:6; Yadaim 3:2}

MT2:6   RABBINIC:  Although thou art little among the thousands of

        Judah, out of thee shall come forth unto Me a Judge to be Ruler

        of Israel, and this is the King Messiah.- Rabbi Kimchi [Micah

        5:2].

        O, thou Bethlehem Ephrata... although thou art little in the

        thousands of Judah, out of thee shall come forth unto Me a Man,

        a Ruler in Israel whose goings forth are from the days of

        old... that is from the Seed of David... who was of Bethlehem

        Judah. Abarbanel, Mashmiah Jeshua (fol.62, c.2).     It

        happened once that a Jew was plowing and his ox lowed before

        him. An Arab was passing and heard its voice.  He said: O, Jew!

        O, Jew! unyoke thine ox and loose thy plowshare, for the Temple

        is desolate. It lowed a second time and he said: O Jew! O Jew!

        yoke thine ox and bind thy plowshare, for King Messiah is born.

        The Jew said: What is His name? He answered: Manachem.  What is

        His father's name?  He answered: Hezekiah.  He asked: From

        whence is He?  He replied: From the Royal Palace of Bethlehem

        Judah. The Jew then went and saw Him, but when he went again,

        the mother told him that the winds had borne the child away.

        Talmud Yerushalayim.     And He, the Ruler of Israel, is the

        King Messiah, who shall come forth from the Seed of David the

        King, who was of Bethlehem Judah.  Rabbi Isaac (Chizzuk Emunah,

        par.1.279).   (And although negative, I include the following):

        Rabbi Ulla's comments; Sanhedrin 43a:  Would you believe that

        any defence would have been so zealously sought for him? He was

        a deceiver, and the All-merciful says:  You shall not spare

        him, neither shall you conceal him, [Deut.13:9].  It was

        different with Yeshua,  for He was near to the kingship.

             Bethlehem/Beit-Lechem, means "house of bread" in Hebrew.

        [John 7:42; Gen.49:10; Rev.2:27]

MT2:7   [Num.24:17]

MT2:11  Various illustrations have been drawn as to the deeper meaning

        found in the gifts given by the Magi (gold: speaking of the

        Diety of Him; frankincense: speaking of the purity of Him;

        myrrh: speaking of His death).  One can continue this idea with

        studying these elements as used in the Temple system.  Others

        have speculated that the gold given by the Magi was used by the

        family when they fleed to Egypt.  [Ps.72:10; Is.60:6]

MT2:12  Some conclude the 'pagan' nature/religion of the Magi; but here

        we see them heeding a divine warning.  With the possibility of

        them having been instructed from the sayings of the prophet

        Daniel, I don't think we can immediately write them off as

        simply 'pagan'.   [Job 33:15,16; Matt.1:20]

MT2:15  NOTE: ..."there" until the death of Herod... --(probably only a

        year or two.)

             There are many a parallelism that can be drawn from the

        life of Moshe/Moses and Yeshua.  Being called forth from Egypt

        is but one of them, and it makes for a rewarding study.

        RABBINIC:  The King Messiah shall be exalted above Abraham, be

        high above Moses. [Neve Shalom]

        "In fact the Messiah is such a prophet as it is stated in the

        Midrash on the verse, "Behold  My servant shall prosper...Moses

        by the miracles which he wrought drew but a single nation to

        the worship of God, but the Messiah will draw all nations to

        the worship of God."  R.Levi ben Gershom.

        Our Rabbis expound this in a Midrash of the King Messiah

        saying, He shall be higher than Abraham, exalted above Moses,

        and loftier than the ministering angels. -R.Sa'adyah Ibn Danan

        {Midrash Tanchuma}

        As it is said of the former redeemer, and Moses took his wife,

        and his sons, and set them on an ass (Exodus 4:20), so it is

        said of the latter Redeemer {Messiah} "poor and riding on an

        ass" -Midrash Kohelet (fol.63:2) [Num.24:8; Hos.11:1; Zech.9:9]

        {Aboth 1:15}

MT2:19  {Rosh ha-Shanah 1:1}

MT2:17  [Jer.31:15]

MT2:20  [Luke 2:39; Matt.2:16]   {Hallah 4:8; Makkoth 2:4}

MT2:22  NOTE: (after the death of Herod the 'great') - Archelaus was

        over Judah & Samaria; Antipas over Galilee & Perea; Philip over

        N.E. Israel.  Archelaus was a bloody-king, also viewed by the

        Romans as ineffective and removed by Caeser Agustus in 6 AD and

        banished to Gaul.  [Matt.2:12,13,19, 3:13; Luke 2:39]

MT2:23  NOTE: Nazarene: may contain 'contemptible/despised', with idea

        of 'can any good thing come out of Natzeret'. Note too: Is.

        11:1; Jer.23:5; Zech.3:8 & T.B. Sanhedrin 43a in the uncensored

        text.  Or the plural ('by the prophets') may be due to the

        employment by Jeremiah of a synonym, tsemach / Branch, in a

        Messianic sense (Jer.23:5).

        RABBINIC:  Behold, the days come, saith The-Lord, that I will

        raise up to David the Messiah, Who is righteous, and He shall

        reign a King, and shall prosper, and execute the judgement of

        truth and justice in the earth. Targum Jonathan [Jer. 23:5-6].;

        (Note: the Rabbinic idea of two appearances of Messiah, first

        as Messiah ben-Yosef, (son of Yosef/Joseph, with the idea that

        as Joseph suffered in Egypt for the people of Israel, so will

        the Suffering-Messiah suffer for Israel, who will die; then

        Messiah Ben-David who will reign.  See also: Mat.24:30-31.)  R.

        Joshua son of Levi, said: Branch is the Name of the Messiah,

        for it is written, Behold the Man whose Name is the Branch, and

        He shall grow up out of His place. -Midrash [Ez.48:35].

             Rabbi Dosa, in his comments on Zechariah 12:10 (Sukkah

        52a), also believes the Messiah b.Joseph will die. In context,

        Zechariah 12:10 as well speaks of Messiah as being pierced. -

        (Mes: A Rab. & Script. Viewpoint / Yellin). [Targum Jonathan on

        Song of Songs 4:5 and 7:4; Bamidbar Rabba 11:2; Ruth Rabba

        2:14, 5:7 -(on Dan.12:11-12)].   [Luke 1:26, 2:39; John

        1:45-46; Judg.13:5]

             This idea has come to us recently in the latest release of

        the Dead Sea Scrolls, clearly showing, (as we read in an

        article in The Rocky Mountain News / Denver Colorado, Nov.8,

        1991 pg. 50):  "Newly released text from the Dead Sea Scrolls

        mentions the execution of a Messiah-like leader, suggesting

        that some ancient Jews shared the Christian concept of the

        slaying of a Messiah,... One fragment contains five lines of

        text that describe a 'leader of the community' being 'put to

        death' and mentions 'piercings' or 'wounds', said Robert

        Eisenman, a professor of Middle East religions at California

        State University, Long Beach.  The text also uses Messiah-

        related terms such as 'the staff,' 'the Branch of David' and

        the 'Root of Jesse,' said Eisenman, who helped translate the

        scroll fragments.  Its language is close to that in the Old

        Testament Book of Isaiah, which says 'for our sins he was

        wounded.'  Many Christians use Isaiah's prophecies to aid their

        understanding of Jesus. ... he said the text has 'far-reaching

        significance' because it shows the scrolls' writers and early

        Christians shared similar Messianic ideas. ... Many other

        scholars believe the scrolls were written by an ascetic Jewish

        sect called Essenes. ... the newly released text shows that the

        Jewish scroll writers had the idea of a Messiah who would

        suffer and die.  'That shows this was not an idea unique to

        Christianity,' Wise said."

MT3:1   (thru v.3): RABBINIC: In the hour when the Holy One, blessed be

        His Name, redeems Israel, three days before Messiah comes

        Eliyahu, and stands upon the mountains of Israel and weeps and

        mourns for them. Yalkut (vol.2, p.53,c.).            And Israel

        will not make great repentance till Eliyahu - his memory for

        blessings! - come, [as it is said in Malachi 4:5-6], Behold, I

        will send you Eliyahu, the prophet, etc....  Pirke de R.

        Elieser (c.43).   [Mark 1:3-8; Josh. 14:10]

MT3:2   [Dan.2:44; Mal.4:6; Matt.4:17; Mark 1:15; Luke 1:17, 10:9,

        11:20, 21:31]

MT3:3   [Is.40:3; Luke 3:4; John 1:23; Luke 1:76]  (Dead Sea Scrolls:

        The Manual of Discipline viii.14)

MT3:4   Locust, (mentioned in Tanakh, and the only Kosher insect), with

        many of the Bedawin is still an article of food, though none

        but the poorest eat them.  They are salted and dried, and eaten

        with butter or with wild honey.   [2Kin.1:8; Zech.13:4; Matt.

        11:8; Mark 1:6; Lev.11:22; 1Sam.14:25-26]   {Berakhoth 6:3;

        Kilaim 9:1; Terumoth 10:9; Shabbath 9:7; Baba Bathra 5:3;

        Abodah Zarah 2:7; Hullin 3:7, 8:1; Bekhoroth 1:2; Kelim 16:7,

        22:10; Oholoth 8:1; Negaim 11:2; Makshirin 6:4; Uktzin 3:10}

MT3:5   [Mark 1:5]   {Parah 8:10}

MT3:6   "Baptism" is not just a "Christian" invention, (as some

        suppose); but has been done since earliest times in Judaism.

        Baptism in Greek simply means immersion, and in Judaism

        immersion in the Mikveh, (in living/running water) [Blackman

        {Mishnayoth 1:20}]), is still practiced today for women after

        their monthly period, and for proselytes to Judaism.  While the

        New Covenant Scriptures expand the intent of the Mikveh, a

        deeper meaning is not unknown in Judaism; take for example the

        concept of, 'Tumah and Taharah-Mikveh':  "Rabbi Akiva said:

        Happy are you, Israel!  Before whom do you make yourselves

        tahor, and who makes you tahor?  Your Father in Heaven.  As it

        is written, 'The mikveh of Israel is The-Lord.' [Jeremiah

        17:13).  Just as the mikveh makes tahor those who are tameh,

        so the Holy One makes Israel tahor." -Mishnah Yoma 8:9.

             "In water everything is 'dissolved,' every 'form' is

        broken up, everything that has happened ceases to exist;

        nothing that was before remains after immersion in water, not

        an outline, not a 'sign,' not an event.  Immersion is the

        equivalent, at the human level, of death at the cosmic level,

        of the cataclysm (the Flood) which periodically dissolves the

        world into the primeval ocean.  Breaking up all forms, doing

        away with the past, water possesses the power of purifying, of

        regenerating, of giving new birth. ...Water purifies and

        regenerates because it nullifies the past, and restores - even

        if only for a moment - the integrity of the dawn of things"

        (Mircea Eliade.  Also see: The First Jewish Catalog; for

        further info on this subject.)   [Acts 19:4,18]   {Peshaim 8:8;

        Yoma 3:8, 4:2, 6:2, 8:9; Megillah 2:4; Kiddushim 5:4; Sanhedrin

        6:2; Eduyoth 5:2; Kerithoth 2:1; Parah 8:6-10; Mikwaoth 1:1,

        4-8, 2:4, 5:4-6, 9:1}

MT3:7   NOTE: Many/most of Tz'dukim/(Sadducees), especially the

        leaders, denied belief in: a bodily resurrection; future reward

        and punishment and reward; and the existance of angels; and

        they held that only the Torah in Tanakh/(O.T.) was Inspired;

        [However, the P'rushim/(Pharisees) believed all these things,

        including Tanakh.]  Note how many "liberal" religious people

        today also deny much of what the Bible says is true!  [Matt.

        12:34; Luke 3:7-9; Rom.5:9; 1Thess.1:10]  {Berakhoth 5:1; Aboth

        2:10}

MT3:9   NOTE:  Standard Talmudic teaching, that: All Israel has a

        portion in the world to come; etc.... -(The idea is often

        presented that this is simply because a person is Jewish -[has

        Avraham to their father]; although this is not a 100% majority

        teaching of Talmud, as there are other viewpoints throughout

        Talmud regarding the after-life, and who merits it.)

        RABBINIC:  Abraham's activity did not cease with his death, and

        as he interceded in this world for the sinners, so will he

        intercede for them in the world to come.  On the day of

        judgment, he will sit at the gate of hell, and he will not

        suffer those who kept the law of circumcision to enter

        therein. Eruvin 19a.  (Cited in The Legends Of The Jews, by:

        Louis Ginsberg, ed. vol. 1; Philadelphia -Jewish Publishing

        Company, 5726 [1968] p. 306).  (For further information see:

        Return From Exile, by Michael Schiffman, Teshuvah Publishing

        Company, Columbus Ohio.)   [John 8:33; Acts 13:26; Rom. 4:1,11,

        16; Gal.3:29]   {Bikkurim 1:4, Baba Kamma 8:6; Baba Metzia 7:1;

        Aboth 5:2-3}

MT3:10  This reading [10 & 11] agrees with the Arabic Diatessaron

        4:18-25, - which is a second century A.D. Harmony of the four

        Good News accounts.   [Ps.92:12-14; Matt.7:19; Luke 13:7,9;

        John 15:6]

MT3:11  [See v.10 above]   [Mark 1:4,8; Luke 3:16; John 1:26; Acts 1:5;

        Is.4:4; John 20:22; Acts 2:3,4; 1Cor.12:13]   {Kiddushin 1:3}

        (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Manual of Discipline iii.7-8 ...He

        cannot be cleansed by any waters of ablution, nor sanctified by

        immersion in lakes or rivers, nor purified by any bath.

        Unclean, unclean he remains so long as he rejects the

        government of God and and refuses the discipline of communion

        with Him.  For it is only through the spiritual apprehension of

        God's truth that man's ways can be properly directed.  Only

        thus can all his iniquities be shriven so that he can gaze upon

        the true light of life.  Only through the Holy Spirit can he

        achieve union with God's truth and be purged of all his

        iniquities....)

MT3:12  [Mal.3:3, 4:1; Matt.13:30]   {Shebiith 8:11; Abodah Zarah 2:7}

MT3:13  In the wilderness of the wandering of the children of Israel

        there was a small flask of holy oil, from which were anointed

        the Tabernacle and its vessels, Aaron and his sons, and the

        whole line of high-priests and kings during the time of the

        first Temple.  Yet still the flask of oil remained undiminished

        in quantity for use in the future, when the Messiah was to be

        anointed with it, by the prophet and high-priest Elijah.

        -(Klausner, op. cit. p. 62).

             Interesting parallel between the above tradition, and

        Yeshua Messiah's immersion by Yochanan/John.   [Matt.2:22,

        3:3-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21,22; John 1:31-24]

MT3:14  {Berakhoth 5:3}

MT3:16  RABBINIC: The ideal King to whom Isaiah looks forward will be a

        scion of the stock of Jesse (The Messiah) on whom will rest the

        Spirit of God....[also Is.9:1-6] -Jewish Encyl.vol.8 pg.506,c1.

        (Bereshis Rabba 2 [NOTE: Yesha'yahu/Isaiah 11:2]).  Interesting

        parallel with the Rabbinic commentary on Bereshit/Genesis 1:2,

        (Midrash Bereshis), that the Spirit of Elohim that moved/

        brooded over the face of the waters was: ...none other than the

        Spirit of King Messiah.  (Talmud Yerushalayim Berach 5a;

        Sanhedrin 93b; Bereshis Rabba 85, 99; Yalkut vol.1 p.247).

        Tsene Rene, -(The creation / Jacob ben-Isaac Ashkenazi):  In

        the first creation of heaven and earth, the earth was waste and

        wild, and God's Throne of Glory hovered in the air over the

        water.   [Mark 1:10; Is.11:2; Luke 3:22; John 1:32; Acts 7:56]

MT3:17  RABBINIC: The idea of the Tri-Unity of YHVH Elohim is not  

        unknown to Judaism, here are some quotes that show this idea 
        from Rabbinic lit.:

        "He has no difficulty as the Jewish Encyclopedia also says,

        (Vol. 12, page 261), 'The Cabala, on the other hand...was far

        less hostile to the dogma of the Trinity, since by its

        speculations regarding the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, it

        evolved a new trinity....'"

             The angel Metatron, according to Jewish theology, was He

        who discoursed with Moses, and the Angel in whom God placed His

        Name.

             While the shofar is being blown in the Synagogue on Rosh

        HaShannah the following remarkably significant prayer is

        offered:

             Merciful and gracious God, I have sinned against Thee, and

        done that which is evil in Thy sight. Have mercy on me and

        forgive all my transgressions, trespasses and sins, through

        *Yeshua the Prince of His Presence.  -(Prayer Book For The New

        Year [1913]. Rev. Dr.A.Th. Phillips, page 100; *as seen as well

        in various other early Siddurim).

             In most prayer books of the present day this prayer is

        omitted,  and the following offered instead:

        May it please Thee, O Lord God, and the God of our fathers,

        that Thou mayest accept it as the meditation through Elijah and

        Joshua, the Prince of the Presence, the Prince Metatron and

        that Thou mayest be filled with mercy towards us.  Blessed art

        Thou, O Lord Who art merciful.

             In modern times, there was a movement begun by Dr. Paul

        Levertoff, of a Chassidic Orthodox understanding of the

        Tri-Unity.

        [John 12:28; Ps.2:7; Is.42:1; Mark 1:11; Luke 1:35, 9:35; Col.

        1:13]   {Yebamoth 16:6; Aboth 6:2}                *See: Jn.1:1.

MT4:1   [Matt.4:1-11; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:1; Ezek.3:14; Acts 8:30]

        {Shabbath 2:6}

MT4:4   [Deut.8:3]   {Aboth 6:7}

MT4:5   [Neh.11:1,18; Dan.9:24; Matt.27:53]

MT4:6   [Ps.91:11-12]

MT4:7   RABBINIC: It is a tradition from our Rabbis, that in the hour

        when King Messiah comes, He stands on the roof of the Temple

        and proclaims to them that the hour of their deliverance has

        come. -Yalkut (vol.2 par.359); (Pesiqta Rabbati 36).   [Deut.

        6:16]

MT4:8   [Matt.16:26; 1John 2:15-17]

MT4:10  [Deut.6:13, 10:20; Josh.24:14]

MT4:11  [James 4:7; Matt.26:53; Luke 22:43; Heb.1:14]

MT4:12  [Matt.14:3; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:20; John 4:43]   {Shebiith 9:2;

        Peshaim 4:5; Rosh ha-Shanah 4:3; Ketuboth 4:12, 5:9, 13:10;

        Nedarim 2:4; Baba Bathra 3:2; Menahoth 8:3; Hullin 5:3, 11:2;

        Kelim 2:2}

MT4:15  [Is.9:1-2]

MT4:16  [Is.42:7; Luke 2:32]

MT4:17  [Mark 1:14-15; Matt.3:2, 10:7]   {Berakhoth 2:2,5; Yoma 8:8-9;

        Rosh ha-Shanah 4:5; Sotah 9:17; Sanhedrin 2:5; Aboth 2:10,

        3:2,5, 4:11,17, 5:18}

MT4:18  [Matt.4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:2-11; John 1:40-42; Matt.

        10:2, 16:18]   {Moed Katan 2:5; Kiddushin 4:13}

MT4:19  [Luke 5:10]

MT4:20  [Matt.19:27; Mark 10:28]

MT4:21  [Mark 1:19]

MT4:23  [Ps.22:22; Matt.9:35, 24:14; Mark 1:14,21,34, 6:2, 10:1; Luke

        4:15,40,43, 6:6, 7:21, 8:1, 13:10, 16:16; John 6:59, 18:20;

        Acts 10:38]

MT4:24  [Mark 1:32,33; Luke 4:40]

MT4:25  NOTE: the Ten-towns -10 towns south of the Sea of Galilee,

        mainly east of Jordan river, had a large gentile population.

        [Matt. 5:1, 8:1,18; Mark 3:7-8]

MT5:1   [Matt.14:23, 15:29, 17:1; Mark 3:13; Luke 6:17, 9:28; John

        6:3,15]

MT5:2   [Matt.7:29; Mark 10:1, 12:35; John 8:2]

MT5:3   [Prov.16:19; Is.66:2; Luke 6:20-23]   {Yoma 8:9; Sotah 9:15;

        Aboth 2:5, 4:4,7,10, 5:19, 6:4-5}

MT5:4   [Is.61:2-3; Luke 6:21; John 16:20; Acts 16:34; 2Cor.1:7; Rev.

        21:4]  {Pesahim 4:5; Taanith 1:6, 2:9, 4:6}

MT5:5   [Ps.37:11; Is.29:19; Rom.4:13]   {Kiddushin 1:10; Sanhedrin

        10:1}

MT5:6   [Luke 1:53; Acts 2:4; Is.55:1, 65:13; John 4:14, 6:48, 7:37]

        {Aboth 4:2}

MT5:7   [Ps.41:1; Mark 11:25]

MT5:8   [Ps.15:2, 24:4; Heb.12:14; Acts 7:55-56; 1Cor.13:12]

MT5:9   {Peah 1:1; Aboth 1:12,18, 3:14}

MT5:10  [2Cor.4:17; 1Pet.3:14]

MT5:11  [Luke 6:22; 1Pet.4:14]   {Arakhin 3:5}

MT5:12  [Luke 6:23; Acts 5:41, 7:52; 1Pet.4:13-14; 2Chr.36:16; Neh.

        9:26; Matt.23:37; 1Thess.2:15; Heb.11:35-37; James 5:10] {Aboth

        2:14-16, 4:10; Uktzin 3:12}

MT5:13  Salt produced by the evaporation of sea-water in hot countries

        is said sometimes to lose its saline properties.  The same

        result is also sometimes seen in impure rock-salt that has long

        been exposed to the air.... Dr. Thomson tells of some salt

        which was brought from the marshes of Cyprus by a merchant of

        Sidon, and stored in small houses with earthen floors.  "The

        salt next to the ground in a few years entirely spoiled.  I saw

        large quantities of it literally thrown into the street, be

        trodden under foot of men and beasts.  It was good for

        nothing." -(The Land And The Book, vol.ii p.43).  Schottgen

        supposes reference is here made to the bituminous salt from the

        Dead Sea, which, he says, was strewn over the sacrifices in the

        Temple to neutralize the smell of the burning flesh, and when

        it became spoiled by exposure it was cast out upon the walks to

        prevent slipping in wet weather, and was thus literally

        "trodden under foot of men."  -(Manners And Customs Of The

        Bible, James E. Freeman).

        RABBINIC:  Although salt is cheap and pepper dear, the world

        can exist without the latter, but not without the former.

        Talmud Yerushalayim Horayoth III, 48.  (But at other times,

        salt was very costly; so the statement: worth your weight in

        salt).  [Mark 9:50; Luke 14:34]   {Shabbath 6:5; Erubin 1:10,

        10:14; Sukkah 4:9; Sotah 9:14; Abodah Zarah 2:6; Middoth 3:3,

        5:3}

MT5:14  [Prov.4:18; John 8:12; Phil.2:15]

MT5:15  [Mark 4:21; Luke 8:16; Phil.2:15]   {Shabbath 16:7}

MT5:16  [1Pet.2:12; John 15:8; 1Cor.14:25]

MT5:17  RABBINIC: I am not come to take away from the Torah of Moshe,

        and I am not come to add to the Torah of Moshe -[context: a

        judge speaking -(probably a Messianic/Natzratim Jew)]. -b.

        Shabb.116b, Bably.Gemara -(also note: earlier 'he' states

        another 'Good-News' quote which is not found elsewhere: A son

        and a daughter shall inherit alike.).  (Also see: Menahoth 29a,

        34a,cf.Ex.R.6; Lev.a@19; cant.a. on Rosh. Kethem pa.2; Wisdom

        18:4; Baruch 4:1; Talm.Jer. Megillah 1:5(7),70d; Mekilta on

        Ex.12:26,ed.Friedmann, 13a top -ed.Weiss,p.16a; Pesikta

        Rabbathi, c.15 (ed.Friedmann, 75a); T.B. Niddah 61b; Midrash

        Tehillim on Ps. cxlvi 7.)   [Rom.10:4]  {Aboth 4:9}

MT5:18  [Matt.24:35; Luke 16:17]   {Berakhoth 5:4, 8:8; Taanith 4:8;

        Sotah 2:5; Shebuoth 4:3; Menahoth 3:7}

MT5:19  [James 2:10]   {Aboth 2:1, 4:2}

MT5:20  NOTE: It is interesting that in very many places -(as shall be

        seen in several following quotes), the saying of Yeshua are

        somewhat similar to sayings of various Rabbis.  While some of

        the sayings that are similar are from before Yeshua's time,

        many of them are from after Yeshua's time, -by even as much as

        450+ years. - This makes for some interesting conclusions!  We

        also see, that Talmud itself is as hard, or even harder, on 1st

        century A.D. Y'hudim -[especially the P'rushim, (as is also

        the New Covenant)].  In one instance the Rabbis declare that

        Jerusalem was destroyed because the people therein were content

        to act in accordance with the strict demands of the Law -(Baba

        Metzia 88a), Good people must act -lifnim mishurat ha-din =

        beyond the letter of the Law. -(Mekilta on Ex.18:20).  ...many

        of the P'rushim were said to be: injurious and hypocritical,

        and even considered being among - "the destroyers of the

        world": (Sota 20 & 22b/{*EnYa'akov I pg. 223-224} - [Jer.Ber.

        ix.7, *Sot.iii.4], Jer.Chag.); indeed, very many of that

        generation were noted for being sinful: (Yoma 9b & 10, T.

        Shabbat 33/{EnYa'akov I pg.133}, & later in T.Shabbat/

        {EnYa'akov I pg.194-196}-starting with the words: "Abaye said:

        Jerusalem would not have been destroyed, but for the sin...").

        So not only Yeshua, but the Talmud itself is frequently in

        opposition to some of these "Sages", and even that entire

        generation in general! *{EnYa'akov Agada of the Babylonian

        Talmud, R.Jacob IBN Chabib; R. Glick}. *"...Such an expression

        as 'the plague of Pharisaism' is not uncommon; and a silly

        pietist, a clever sinner, and a female Pharisee, are ranked

        among 'the troubles of life'"-[Sot.iii.4]/The Life And Times Of

        Jesus The Messiah - by Alfred Edersheim - i/Book III, page 312

        [hard-cover/ref. vers.] ISBN 0-8028-8027-4.  [Rom.10:3]

MT5:21  [Ex.20:13; Deut.5:17]   {Rosh haShanah 1:8; Sotah 9:9; Baba

        Kamma 6:4; Sanhedrin 1:4-6, 3:3-5, 4:4-5, 5:1,4, 6:1, 7:3, 9:1,

        3,5-6, 11:2,5; Makkoth 1:7-9, 10, 2:1-3,5-8, Shebuoth 4:1;

        Eduyoth 5:6-7; Kerithoth 1:1}

MT5:22  RABBINIC: There is no absolution for an adulterer, for one who

        exposes his fellow-man to shame publicly, and for one who

        applies vile names to his neighbor. Baba Metziah 58b   It is

        better for a man to be thrown into a fiery furnace than to be

        the means of bringing another to shame publicly. Sotah 10b

        [1John 3:15; James 2:20, 3:6]   {Sanhedrin 1:5; Aboth 2:5,

        10-11, 3:11, 5:11}

MT5:23  [Matt.8:4]   {Pesahim 3:7; Baba Kamma 9:12; Middoth 3:4}

MT5:24  [Job 42:8; 1Tim.2:8; 1Pet.3:7]   {Yoma 8:9}

MT5:25  [Prov.25:8; Luke 12:58-59; Ps.32:6; Is.55:6]   {Kiddushin 4:5;

        Sanhedrin 1:1, 3:1; Aboth 4:22}

MT5:26  {Maaser Sheni 2:7,9, 4:9; Shekalim 2:1,4, 6:6; Ketuboth 5:7,

        10:4; Nazir 5:2; Kiddushin 1:1; Baba Kamma 4:1, 8:6; Baba

        Bathra 5:9, 10:2; Shebuoth 6:3; Eduyoth 1:10, 4:7; Hullin 3:2;

        Meilah 6:4; Mikwaoth 9:5}

MT5:27  [Ex.20:14; Deut.5:18]   {Yebamoth 10:6-7; Sanhedrin 7:2-3,9,

        9:6; Niddah 5:4}

MT5:28  RABBINIC: He who deliberately looks on a woman, is as though he

        had connexion with her (Massekheth Kallah), or by early Amorah:

        R. Shimeon ben-Lakish: For thou mayest not say that everyone

        that committeth adultery with his body is called an adulterer

        -he that committeth adultery with his eyes is also to be called

        an adulterer. -Lev.R.@23..   [2Sam.11:2-5; Job 31:1; Prov.6:25;

        Matt. 15:19; James 1:14-15]   {Aboth 1:5}

MT5:29  NOTE: Biblical Aramaic/(Syriac), is not only what portions of

        the Tanakh were written in; but is close to Biblical Hebrew.

        Perhaps as close as Yiddish is to German, or 1611 English is to

        20th cent. Southern-dialect American, (if not even closer).

        They are sister languages, employing the same alphabet and most

        of the same base/root words.  While there would be some

        difficulty understanding one another, they still would be able

        to communicate.  During the 1st Century A.D., one of the main

        dialects of Hebrew spoken in Israel was "Mishnaic Hebrew",

        which was Hebrew mixed with much some Aramaic word-forms,

        sentence structure, and certain idioms.   [Mark 9:43; Col.3:5]

        {Niddah 2:1}

MT5:30  It is sometimes presented, (from those who know no better),

        that: there is no Judaic concept of Heaven and hell, angels and

        the after-life, etc., like the Messianic/Natzratim hold.  This

        can be immediately shown to be incorrect by reading almost

        anything by the Baal Shem Tov, and various other writings.  See

        for example many of these type of things in: Stories Of Eliyahu

        HaNavi -Yisroel Yaakov Klapholz /1978,Pe'er Hasefer Publishers,

        Bnei Brak.

             T. Pesachim: "Then again, was then its fire created on the

        Sabbath eve? Behold, we are taught that R. Jose says, 'The fire

        which the Holy One, praised be He! created on the second day of

        creation will never be quenched, for it is said (Isaiah 66:24)

        'And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the

        men that have transgressed against me; for their worm shall not

        die nor shall their fire be quenched.'"  (Some explain this as

        the Day of Judgement after the Resurrection of the dead, at

        what time the wicked will be resurrected for an everlasting

        disgrace, (as in Dan. 12:2); others, that 'their fire will not

        be quenched' alludes to the soul when it leaves the body, when

        if it does not merit to ascend to the angels of Elohim, it

        remains by the spheres of fire. -Redak.)  (ALSO: Erubin EnJ V.I

        p.222b).

MT5:31  [Deut.24:1; Jer.3:1; Mark 10:2]   {Gittin 1:1,3,5-6, 2:3-5,7-8,

        3:1-2,5-6, 4:1-3,7-8, 6:1-3, 7:2-3, 8:1-3,5,8-10, 9:1,3-4,7-8;

        Sanhedrin 3:3-5}

MT5:32  In agreement with the house of Shammai, Yeshua gives a

        condition permitting divorce when there is harlotry/sexual-

        immorality.

        RABBINIC: ...except you have found her in a matter of lewdness.

        Gitt.9:19-(end).   [Matt.19:9; Mark 10:11; Luke 16:18; Rom.7:3;

        1Cor.7:11]   {Yebamoth 6:6, Ketuboth 5:5, 7:1-9; Gittin 9:10;

        Sotah 5:1}

MT5:33  [Matt.23:16; Ex.20:7; Lev.19:12; Num.30:2; Deut.23:23]

        {Shebuoth 3:1,5,7-8,10, 4:1-3, 5:1, 6:1,5, 7:1,7}  (Matt.5:

        33-37/The Dead Sea Scrolls: cp. The Manual of Discipline v.8)

        Josephus tells us (War, II, viii, 6) that the Essenes avoided

        taking oaths.  The only exception was the oath of allegiance on

        being admitted to the Brotherhood.  Yeshua counselled his

        Talmidim in the same sense (Matt.5:33-37).  It is interesting

        to observe that this rule obtained also among the Waldenses.

MT5:34  [Matt.23:16; James 5:12; Is.66:1]   {Demai 2:3; Nedarim 1:1-2,

        2:2; Shebuoth 3:1-9, 4:3,13}

MT5:35  {Nedarim 1:3}

MT5:36  {Ketuboth 2:9; Sanhedrin 3:2; Kerithoth 1:7; Oholoth 16:1}

MT5:37  RABBINIC: Yea is an oath, and nay is an oath -Shebuoth 36a -R.

        Eliezer.;  Talmud requires: A righteous yea and a righteous

        nay - Baba Bathra 49b.; J.Shebi'ith 10:9.   [Col.4:6; James

        5:12]

MT5:38  [Ex.21:24; Lev.24:20; Deut.19:21]   {Baba Kamma 8:1; Baba

        Bathra 3:4; Makkoth 1:1-2,6}

MT5:39  (Do not respond in kind the first time an evil person comes

        against you, give him a space to repent.  Also see: commentary

        on 5:44 below)  [Prov.20:22; Luke 6:9; Rom.12:17; 1Cor.6:7;

        1Pet.3:9; Is.50:6; Lam.3:30]   {Taanith 2:3; Baba Kamma 8:6-7}

MT5:40  {Aboth 5:10}

MT5:41  [Matt.27:32]   {Sotah 9:6; Baba Metzia 6:3}

MT5:42  [Deut.15:7-11; Luke 6:30-34; 1Tim.6:18]   {Shekalim 5:6; Baba

        Metzia 5:1,6,9-11}

MT5:43  [Lev.19:18; Deut.23:3-6; Ps.41:10]   {Gittin 5:8-9; Abodah

        Zarah 2:1; Aboth 1:12, 2:11, 4:3; Menahoth 11:7}  (Similar to

        The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Manual of Discipline i,10-15 ...to

        love the children of light, ... and to hate the children of

        darkness,....)

MT5:44  RABBINIC: Berachoth EnJ V.I 37c:  There were some highwaymen in

        the neighborhood of R. Meier who annoyed him so much that he

        once prayed that they should die; but his wife Baruriah said to

        him: How do you justify this?  (such prayer?)  Is it because,

        it is written [Ps. 104, 35.]  Let sin be consumed (which you

        understand to mean that the wicked should be destroyed); behold

        is it then written The sinners?  It is written sin!  Besides,

        read the last part of this verse  And the wicked will be no

        more.  Pray, therefore (on their behalf), that they may be led

        to repentance and the wicked will be no more.  He did pray for

        them and thereupon they were led to repent.   Our Rabbi's

        taught: Those who are being humiliated by others, but do not

        humiliate others; who listen to their reproaches without even

        answering them; who perform their duties because of love for

        their duty, and rejoice in spite of all their pains (because of

        all the reproaches) concerning them, Scripture says, But may

        those that love Him, be as the rising of the sun in his might

        [Judg. 5, 31].  (Sabbath EnJ V.I p.168b.)   [Luke 6:27; Rom.

        12:20; Acts 7:60]   {Aboth 4:19}

MT5:45  RABBINIC: The rain falls equally for the righteous and the

        sinful -Tannith 7a.;  On sun rising on good and evil: Seneca

        Debeneficiis 4:26I. (But not in the same sense) -for the lean

        cattles sake, not for the wicked rulers.   [Job 25:3; Ps.65:

        9-13; Luke 12:16-17; Acts 14:17]   {Aboth 3:14}

MT5:46  [Luke 6:32]   {Kilaim 9:2; Shabbath 8:2; Nedarim 3:4; Baba

        Kamma 10:1-2; Sanhedrin 3:3; Kelim 17:16}

MT5:47  {Berakhoth 2:1, 5:1, 9:5; Shebiith 4:3; Taanith 1:7; Gittin

        5:9; Aboth 4:15}

MT5:48  NOTE:  "...that it has been SAID", -refers somewhat to halachah

        based upon the Oral Mishnah Torah, and its Rabbinic commentary

        in the 1st Century A.D. period, (which was to give a 'fence'

        around the Torah commands to keep oneself from breaking the

        command of Torah, by first running into the halachic command

        around the Torah Command.)  Yeshua is then extending His own

        'halachah' around the Torah commands by giving attention to the

        intent of the heart, before any physical violation occurs.  An

        example of this 'type' of Rabbinic halachah Yeshua mentions in

        v.43 is:

        NEDARIN cap 3 hal 4:  -those who were tax collectors were to be

        hated and especially if they were gentiles, but the Jewish ones

        who extracted heavy burdens from the people were also to be

        hated....

        Abba Saul said:  I will beautify Him, means just as He is

        merciful and gracious, so shalt thou be merciful and gracious.

        Sabbath EnJ V.I p.201a.   [Col.1:28, 4:12; Eph.5:1]

MT6:1   {Aboth 2:7, 6:5}

MT6:2   [Rom.12:8]   {Sotah 7:8}

MT6:4   NOTE: Jewish tradition also stated in the Temple area was: the

        "chamber of secrets" - in which gifts were put in secret, so

        the poor received in secret.  [Luke 14:12-14; Phil.4:19; 2Tim.

        1:16-18]   {Kilaim 9:8; Yoma 8:9; Rosh haShanah 3:8; Sotah

        9:15; Aboth 4:4, 5:20}

MT6:5   Although it was permissible to pray in the street, and a man

        who so prayed ought not to interrupt his prayer for 'ass or

        driver or seller of pots', yet Hillel himself, at about the

        time of our Lord's birth, forbade anything like ostenation in

        all that one does.  (Tosephta Berakoth 3:20; Ibid 2:21.)

MT6:6   [2Kin.4:33]

MT6:5   {Berakhoth 1:3, 2:1,4, 3:5, 4:5, 5:1; Tamid 5:1}

MT6:7   RABBINIC: Berachoth EnJ V.I 68c:  Behold R. Chiya b. Abba in

        the name of R. Jochanan said: Whoever prolongs in prayer and

        speculates on it (expecting its fulfillment as a reward for

        making it long) will, at the end, come to a heart sickness; for

        it is said [Pr. 13, 12.] Long deferred expectation maketh the

        heart sick....  [ALSO SEE: Matt.23:14]  [Eccl.5:2; 1Kin.18:26]

        {Yoma 5:1}

MT6:8   [Rom.8:26-27]

MT6:9   [Matt.5:9,16, 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4; John 16:24; Eph.6:18; Jude

        20; 6:9,16; Mal.1:11]   {Berakhoth 4:3; Yoma 7:1; Rosh haShanah

        4:5; Aboth 1:11, 4:4, 5:9}

MT6:10  [Matt.26:42; Luke 22:42; Acts 21:14; Ps.103:20]   {Aboth 2:4}

MT6:11  [Job 23:12; Prov.30:8; Is.33:16; Luke 11:3]

MT6:12  [Matt.18:21-22]

MT6:13  The "Lord's prayer" is somewhat similar to several ancient

        Judaic prayers.  Rather than give every quote, here are the

        locations some can be found:

        Siddur Rab Amram Gaon, ed.Frumkin 1912 pg.158.; Short-prayer

        -T.Berachoth 3:2,29b. -[note with Proverbs 30:8].;  See also:

        6th blessing of Shemoneh-Esreh & Ben-Sira 28:2-5. [cf.Talmud

        Rosh H.Sh.17a & Yoma 23a & 87b Meg.28a J.Baba Qama 8:10,

        Berachoth 60b, Yoma 8:9, Sota 9:15 (Baraita), Aboth 5:20,

        Lev.R.@32, Baba Bathra 9b. & 10b, -(beginning) Tanna R.Eliezer,

        Hagiga 5a.],  And See: Jewish Expressions on Jesus; by Trude/

        Weiss-Rosmarin KTAV Pub.House Inc., also, Tosefta Berachoth

        3:7.  Yeshua did not give them a prayer outside of what they

        were familiar with, but brought several concerns in prayers

        together into one unique form.   [2Pet.2:9; John 17:15]

        {Berakhoth 9:5; Yoma 6:2}

MT6:14  [Matt.7:2; Mark 11:25; Eph.4:32; Col.3:13]   {Yoma 8:9; Baba

        Kamma 8:7}

MT6:15  [Matt.18:35]

MT6:16  [Is.58:3-7; Luke 18:12]

MT6:17  RABBINIC: During an ordinary fast, Mishnah too permits washing

        & anointing -(Taanith 1:4-5), but both forbidden during

        exceptional fasts -(Taanith 1:6), and on Day of Atonement

        -(Yoma 8:1).   [Ruth 3:3; 2Sam.12:20; Dan.10:3]   Also of note,

        is that: a man is to wash his face, according to halachah,

        before praying in the morning when he awakes; as the face of

        man, who is created in the image of God, reflects the glory of

        God, (reminding as well of Moshe covering his face as the glory

        of YHVH shown forth, -as we read in Torah).   {Maaseroth 4:1;

        Shabbath 14:4; Taanith 1:3,7}

MT6:19  [Prov.23:4; 1Tim.6:17; Heb.13:5; James 5:1]   {Peah 1:1}

MT6:20  RABBINIC: Very similar, (in parts almost word for word), to

        story in: Baba Bathra 11a.   [Matt.19:21; Luke 12:33, 18:22;

        1Tim.6:19; 1Pet.1:4]

MT6:22  RABBINIC: And as to the question, which I have been asked in

        your presence, I say this: a lamp is called Ner, and the soul

        is called Ner; it is better that a human light (lamp) be

        extinguished than that God's light (life) be extinguished.

        Sabbath EnJ V.I p.120a. [Luke 11:34-35]

MT6:24  [Luke 16:9,11,13; Gal.1:10; 1Tim.6:17; James 4:4; 1John 2:15]

        {Hagigah 1:1; Nedarim 4:4; Gittin 4:5; Sanhedrin 1:1,4}

MT6:25  [Ps.55:22; Luke 12:22; Phil.4:6; 1Pet.5:7]

MT6:26  NOTE: ...yet your heavenly/exalted Father feeds them-(the

        birds). Here we see a beautiful application to our daily

        living, as with the Spiritual aspect of the "common things" of

        life. Even though the birds gather by natural means, they are

        still fed by the Father.  Two examples come to mind: Jacob's

        comments to Isaac of being led to the game by YHVH when

        hunting.  Also, the old Ashkenazi custom of salting the challah

        loaf on Erev-Shabbat, and taking the bread off the plate by

        yourself, reminds you that: The Lord brings forth your

        provision not through the hand of another; and also: He brings

        it forth through the sweat of your brow.  [Job 38:41; Ps.147:9;

        Matt.10:29; Luke 12:24]  {Kiddushin 4:14}

MT6:27  NOTE: cubit = approx. 18 inches.

MT6:28  NOTE: Berakoth 9a.

MT6:29  {Baba Metzia 7:1}

MT6:30  {Terumoth 10:4; Shabbath 3:1; Sotah 9:12}

MT6:32  RABBINIC: Tanna: (Sota 48b),  R. Eliezer ben-Hyrcanus the great

        said: he who has a morsel of bread in his vessel and yet says:

        What shall I eat tomorrow, -is of little faith.;  And in the

        same way R. Eliezer Modai says: He Who created the day, created

        also food for the day.  [Mechilta, Exodus 'Way'hi b'shallach @2

        (Ed. Friedmann).]

MT6:33  RABBINIC: [reff. to Ps.147:9] & I have never seen a gazelle a

        fruit gatherer, a lion a porter, or a fox a shop keeper [nor a

        wolf a jar seller] but that they get their food without care.

        Qidd.2b. T.Qidd.5:15 ed, Zuckermandel, p.343, note on line 13.

        Berachoth EnJ V.I p.77c:  Rabbi b. b. Chana in the name of R.

        Jochanan quotes R. Juda b. Elai: Come and see the great

        difference between the former generations and the later ones;

        the former generations made the study of the Torah their

        regular engagement and their vocation a temporary profession,

        and both endured with them.  But the later generations made the

        study of the Torah their temporary engagement and their

        vocation a regular profession and neither endured with them.

        [1Kin.3:13; Luke 12:31; 1Tim.4:8]  {Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth 3:14}

MT7:1   [Matt.7:1-5; Luke 6:37; Rom.14:3; 1Cor.4:3-4]  {Aboth 1:6, 2:4}

MT7:2   NOTE: Just as in: Mishnah Sota 1:7   [Mark 4:24; Luke 6:38]

        {Sotah 1:7-9; Sanhedrin 10:1; Aboth 2:6, 3:14}

MT7:5   NOTE: [v.3-5] -Almost exactly as in: Tanna, R.Tarphon: Baba

        Bathra 15b, Arakhin 17b.

        RABBINIC: (b) Before we look at someone else to see his good

        qualities and faults it's better that we should look at

        ourselves. Remember these things all your life. Then the man

        (Elijah) went away. Pri Kodesh Hilulim.

MT7:6   [Prov.9:7-8; Acts 13:45]   {Yebamoth 10:3; Temurah 6:5}

MT7:7   [Matt.21:22; Mark 11:24; Luke 11:9-13, 18:1-8; John 15:7; James

        1:5, 6:1; John 3:22]   {Berakhoth 5:5, 9:3}

MT7:8   [Prov.8:17; Jer.29:12]

MT7:9   [Luke 11:11]

MT7:11  NOTE: [See Luke 11:13]   [Gen.6:5, 8:21; Ps.84:11; Is.63:7;

        Rom. 8:32; James 1:17; 1John 3:1]   {Aboth 1:15}

MT7:12  RABBINIC: Besides being similar to  Hillel's statement; R.

        Eliezer: Let the honor of your fellow-man be as dear to you as

        your own. -Avoth 2:10.  Rabbi Yose: Let the possessions

        (mammon) of your fellow-man be as dear to you as your own.

        -Avoth 2:12.  On another occasion it happened that a heathen

        appeared before Shammai and said:  Convert me to Judaism but on

        condition that thou teachest me the whole Torah, while I am

        standing upon one leg.  Shammai drove him off with the

        builder's cubit (measure) which he held in his hand.  Then the

        heathen appeared before Hillel, and he made him a proselyte,

        and said unto him:  That which is hateful to thee do not do

        unto thy neighbor, this is the whole Torah, and the rest is

        merely its commentary.  Sabbath EnJ V.I p.124b.

             One will note however that the statements by Yeshua and

        Hillel differ.  Hillel would have one doing no "negative" thing

        to ones neighbor; while Yeshua would have one doing a

        "positive" thing to ones neighbor.  While Hillel's statement

        covers the 'negative', or rather the "thou shalt not" mitzvot

        in Torah; Yeshua's statement embraces both the 'negative' & the

        'positive', (by positive I mean: the "thou shalt" mitzvot of

        Torah.) Yeshua's statement is thus the better of the two, as if

        one does to his fellow man what he'd have him do unto him, then

        he by forte' also will not do to his fellow man what is hateful

        unto him!   [Luke 6:31; Matt.22:40; Rom.13:8; Gal.5:14; 1Tim.

        1:5]   {Aboth 2:11}

MT7:13  [Luke 13:24]   {Aboth 1:10, 2:1,9}  (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The

        Manual of Discipline iii.18 ...Now, this God created man to

        rule the world, and appointed for him two spirits after whose

        direction he was to walk until the final Inquisition.  They are

        the spirits of truth and of perversity....  Cp. Didache;

        Testament of Levi 5:30; Barnabas xiv.3ff.  The same doctrine

        occurs in the pseudepigraphic Testament of Asher 1:3-9, and in

        the Testament of Judah 20:1.  It developed into the Jewish

        concept of the yezer ha-Tov (good inclination) and yezer ha-Ra

        (evil inclination) in every man. On the background of the

        concept, see A. Dupont-Sommer, The Jewish Sect of Qumran and

        the Essenes (1954), pp.118-30. Cp. also Slavonic Enoch, 30.13f.

        -(The Dead Sea Scriptures / Gaster)-

             In Talmud, Baba Bathra 16a, R. Simon ben Lakish (c. 200-75

        A.D.) is reported as saying that the Evil Inclination (yezer

        ha-Ra) has two other names, viz. Satan and the angel-of-death.

        -This view is included also in the Rabbinic florilegium, Pirqe

        Rabbenu haQadosh =J.D.Eisenstein, ed.,Osar he-Midrashim [1915],

        ii510a 1.)

MT7:15  [Jer.23:16; Mic.3:5]   {Sanhedrin 1:5, 11:1,5-6,}

MT7:16  [Matt.7:20, 12:33; Luke 6:43-44; James 3:12]   {Peah 1:1}

MT7:17  [Jer.11:19; Matt.12:33]

MT7:19  [Matt.3:10; Luke 3:9; John 15:2,6]

MT7:21  RABBINIC: Do His will, as if it were your will, that He may do

        your will, as if it were His will. Conform your will to His

        will that He may conform the will of others to your will.

        -Avoth 2:4. -[See: 1 Peter 5:6, Matt. 6:10].   [Hos.8:2; Matt.

        25:11; Luke 6:46; Acts 19:13; Rom.2:13; James 1:22]   {Aboth

        5:20}

MT7:22  [Num.24:4]   {Sanhedrin 11:1,6}

MT7:23  [Matt.25:12; Luke 13:25; 2Tim.2:19; Ps.5:5, 6:8; Matt.25:41;

        Luke 13:27]

MT7:24  [Matt.7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49]   {Aboth 3:17}

MT7:26  Those who built the Tower of Babel also built that 'house' on

        the 'sand(y)' plains of Shinar; and not on the Word of God, but

        on a religion of man.  That 'house' fell, and so shall all

        these type of houses fall; for: unless The-Lord builds the

        house, they labor in vain who build it. [Psalm 127:1].

MT7:27  RABBINIC: [vs.24-27]  He whose wisdom is greater than his

        works, what is he like?  A tree whose branches are many, but

        whose roots are few -and the wind comes and uproots it and

        overturns it. But he whose works are greater than his wisdom,

        what is he like?  A tree whose branches are few, but his roots

        are many.  Even if all the winds were to come against it, they

        would not move it. -Avoth 3:18.

MT7:28  [Matt.13:54; Mark 1:22, 6:2; Luke 4:32; John 7:46]

MT7:29  NOTE: vs. 13-29: Two ways, two trees, two builders, etc....,

        -note how the first part of the Didache is similar.   [John

        7:46]

MT8:2   [Mark 1:40-45; John 9:38]

MT8:3   Another of the "Messianic signs" that Messiah would do when He

        appeared, according to Rabbinic commentary based upon the

        writings of the Prophets.  Partial result of the showing of

        oneself to the priest [v.4], would be the witness that Messiah

        had come, as the One doing the healing.  Notice that Yeshua

        'touched' the leper, showing His power over a disease so

        terrible, that no one would even think of touching them!

        [Matt.11:5; Luke 4:27]

MT8:4   [Matt.9:30; Mark 1:44, 5:43; Luke 5:14, 4:41, 8:56, 9:21; Lev.

        14:3-32; Deut.24:8]

MT8:5   [Luke 7:1-3; Matt.27:54; Acts 10:1]

MT8:6   {Baba Bathra 9:6}

MT8:8   [Luke 15:19,21; Ps.107:20]

MT8:11  [Gen.12:3; Is.2:2-3, 11:10; Mal.1:11; Luke 13:29; Acts 10:45,

        11:18, 14:27; Rom.15:9-13; Eph.3:6]

MT8:12  [Matt.13:42,50, 21:43, 22:13, 24:51, 25:30; Luke 13:28; 2Pet.

        2:17; Jude 13]   {Megillah 3:1; Ketuboth 5:6; Kiddushin 2:3;

        Baba Kamma 1:2; Bekhoroth 5:5}

MT8:13  RABBINIC:  Similar phrases used in the account of the healing

        of Rabban Gamaliel son in: Berachoth EnJ V.I p.74c.

MT8:14  [Matt.8:14-16; Mark 1:29-31; Luke 4:38-39; 1Cor.9:5]

MT8:16  [Mark 1:32-34; Luke 4:40-41]

MT8:17  RABBINIC: Abraham Farissol [to Is.53]:  In this Parasha

        (chapter) there seems to be considerable resemblances and

        allusions to the works of the Christian Messiah, and to the

        events which are asserted to have happened to Him, so that no

        other prophecy is to be found the gist and subject, of which

        can so immediately be applied to him. -(unfortunately, after

        this admission he argues against its fulfillment in Yeshua, and

        seeks to apply it to Israel suffering as a nation.) -HOWEVER!

        -Almost ALL the earliest Rabbinic writings as well as most

        truly Orthodox modern Rabbinic commentary speak of it, [Is.

        53], as referring to Messiah!   [Is.53:4; 1Pet. 2:24]

          And when Israel is sinful, the Messiah seeks for mercy upon

          them, as it is written, "By His stripes we were healed, and

          He carried the sins of many; and made intercession for the

          transgressors." - B'reshith Rabbah. (& see): Yalkut II. on

          Is. 52:13 (Par. 338, p.53 c. &-{p.66c} lines 7 &c. from the

          bottom): He shall be higher than Avraham, to whom applies Gen

          14:22; higher than Moshe, of whom Num.11:12 is predicated;

          higher than the ministering angels, of whom Ezek.1:18 is

          said.  But to Him there applies this in Zech.4:7: Who art

          thou, O great mountain?  And He was wounded for our

          transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities, and the

          chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes

          we are healed.  R. Huna's comments in the name of R. Acha:

          All sufferings are divided into three parts; one part goes to

          David and the Patriarchs, another to the generation of the

          rebellion (rebellious Israel), and the third to the King

          Messiah, as it is written (Ps.2:7), Yet have I set My King

          upon My holy hill of Zion.  Also see Midrash on Samuel (ed.

          Lemberg, p. 45 a, last line): where it is said that all

          sufferings are divided into three parts, one of which Messiah

          bore - a remark which is brought into connection with Ruth

          2:14).  And Messiah the King, who was chastened and suffered

          for the transgressors, as it is said: He was wounded for our

          transgressions, and so on - how much more shall He justify

          all generations, and this is what is meant when it is

          written: And YHVH/HaShem made to meet upon Him the sins of us

          all. Pugio Fidei (p.675). He (Messiah) shall intercede for

          many sins, and the rebellious for His sake shall be forgiven.

          Targum Jonathan @ Is.53:12.  Midrash R. Ruth 5 (ed. Warsh.

          p. 43 a & b): Come hither, that is, draw near to the Kingdom,

          and eat of the bread, that is, the bread of royality, and dip

          thy morsel in  vinegar - these are the sufferings, as it is

          written in Is.53:5: He was wounded for our transgressions.

             These are only a brief sampling of such type of quotes.

MT8:19  [Matt.8:19-22; Luke 9:57-58; (Son of man) Dan.7:13-14]

MT8:21  NOTE: Based upon the Aramaic idiom: 'take care of my father';

        the Talmid here was not just asking to bury his father, but to

        take a rather more lengthy time off to stay with his (aged)

        father; and so placing this as more important in his life, than

        walking with his Rabbi Yeshua Messiah during His earthly

        ministry.   [Luke 9:59-60; 1Kin.19:20]   {Berakhoth 3:1; Peah

        1:1}

MT8:24  [Mark 4:37; Luke 8:23-25]

MT8:26  [Ps.65:7; 89:9; 107:29]

MT8:27  A Jewish riddle:  Who was it that ascended into heaven, and

        came down again? Who gathered the wind in His fists?  Who bound

        the waters in a garment?  Who set up all the ends of the earth?

        What is His Name, and what is His Son's Name, if thou knowest

        it? -[Proverbs 30:4 / Lesser's translation].

MT8:28  [Mark 5:1-4; Luke 8:26-33]   {Rosh haShanah 1:6, 2:4}

MT8:30  {Baba Kumma 7:7}

MT8:33  NOTE: Matt.8:29-33 in the Shem Tov also appears in the Arabic

        Diatessaron 11.44-50 (172 A.D.) & includes Lk.8:29,33 &

        Mk.5:8.

MT8:34  [Deut.5:25; 1Kin.17:18; Amos 7:12; Luke 5:8; Acts 16:39]

MT9:1   [Matt.4:13, 11:23; Mark 5:21]   {Baba Bathra 1:5}

MT9:2   [Mark 2:3-12; Luke 5:18-26; Matt.8:10]

MT9:4   [Ps.139:2; Matt.1:25; Mark 12:15; Luke 5:22, 6:8, 9:47, 11:17]

MT9:8   [Matt.8:27; John 7:15]

MT9:9   [Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27]

MT9:10  [Mark 2:15; Luke 5:29]   {Sanhedrin 3:3}

MT9:11  [Matt.11:19; Mark 2:16; Luke 5:30, 15:2; Gal.2:15]  {Demai 2:3}

MT9:13  [Hos.6:6; Mic.6:6-8; Matt.12:7; Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32; 1Tim.

        1:15]  {Aboth 1:2; 2:9}

MT9:14  NOTE: Required fast only on: Yom Kippur, day before Purim, and

        9th of Av.  The P'rushim fasted much more often, -(as well, as

        is seen, the Talmidim of Yochanan), so...this is what is

        referred to, rather than the required fasts.   [Mark 2:18; Luke

        5:33-35, 18:12]

MT9:15  [John 3:29; Acts 13:2-3, 14:23]   {Berakhoth 1:1; Terumoth

        11:10; Peshaim 7:13; Taanith 4:8; Ketuboth 2:1; Sotah 9:14;

        Baba Metzia 6:1; Baba Bathra 9:4; Sanhedrin 3:5; Negaim 3:2}

MT9:16  {Kelim 26:2, 27:12, 28:6}

MT9:17  {Aboth 4:20; Hullin 9:3; Kelim 19:8, 28:5}

MT9:18  [Mark 5:22-43; Luke 8:41-56]

MT9:19  [Matt.10:2-4]

MT9:20  Yeshua's "fringes/hem" of His garment, the Tzitzit that even

        today observant Jews wear.  SEE: Numbers 15:38-39; Deut. 22:12.

        [Mark 5:25; Luke 8:43; Matt.14:36, 23:5; Mark 6:56]   {Zabim

        5:1,6}

MT9:22  [Matt.9:29, 15:28; Mark 5:34, 10:52; Luke 7:50, 8:48, 17:19,

        18:42]

MT9:23  [Mark 5:38; Luke 8:51; 2Chr.35:25; Jer.9:17, 16:6; Ezek.24:17]

        {Shabbath 23:4; Moed Katan 3:8-9; Ketuboth 4:4; Baba Metzia

        6:1; Kelim 15:6, 16:7}

MT9:24  [John 11:3; Acts 20:10]

MT9:25  [Matt.8:3,15; Mark 1:31]

MT9:26  [Matt.4:24; Mark 1:28,45; Luke 4:14,37, 5:15, 7:17]

MT9:27  [Matt.15:22, 20:29-34; Mark 10:47; Luke 18:38-39]

MT9:30  [Matt.8:4; Luke 5:14]

MT9:31  [Mark 7:36]

MT9:32  [Matt.12:22,24; Luke 11:14]   {Terumoth 1:2; Megillah 2:4}

MT9:33  Another of the "Messianic signs" that Messiah would do when He

        came.  The idea was that since a man was mute and demon

        possessed, he could not speak the demon's name, which was the

        way the Jewish people would call out a demon - by it's name.

        Rabbinic writings said that Messiah would do this, as he would

        have "scent" -or discernment of a matter, based again upon the

        writings of the Prophets.  Hence too the crowds marveling and

        saying: It was never seen like this in Israel, referring to the

        type of casting out; since casting out demons had been done

        before this, but not of this type.  This group of the P'rushim

        should have recognized this [v.34], if they hadn't been so hard

        -hearted, as it was in agreement with their own traditions what

        they had just witnessed.  We do know though that some of the

        P'rushim at first, and more later did believe in Yeshua, as we

        are shown this in the New Testament.

MT9:34  [Matt.12:24; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15; John 7:20]

MT9:35  [Matt.4:23]

MT9:36  [Mark 6:34; Num.27:17; 1Kin.22:17; Ezek.34:5; Zech.10:2]

MT9:37  [Luke 10:2; John 4:35]   {Aboth 2:15}

MT9:38  [Matt.28:19-20; Eph.4:11-12; 2Thess.3:1]

MT10:1  [Mark 3:13; Luke 6:13]  {Aboth 5:19, 6:5} (The Dead Sea

        Scrolls: Supplication 15)

MT10:2  [John 1:42]   {Sanhedrin 4:1}

MT10:3  {Shekalim 5:1; Eduyoth 2:5; Aboth 1:7}

MT10:4  [Luke 6:15, 22:3; Acts 1:13; Matt.26:14; John 13:2,26]

        {Sanhedrin 9:6; Aboth 1:4, 3:6-7}

MT10:5  [Matt.4:15; 2Kin.17:24; Luke 9:52, 10:33, 17:16; John 4:9]

        {Berakhoth 7:1, 8:8; Peah 2:7, 8:2; Demai 3:4, 5:9, 7:4;

        Shebiith 8:10; Terumoth 3:9; Shekalim 1:5; Rosh haShanah 2:2;

        Yebamoth 8:3; Ketuboth 3:1; Nedarim 3:10; Gittin 1:5; Kiddushin

        4:3; Baba Kamma 4:3; Sanhedrin 10:1; Makkoth 2:3; Abodah Zarah

        1:4,8, 2:1,4, 3:2, Hullin 2:7; Temurah 3:9; Tohoroth 5:8;

        Mikwaoth 1:7, 8:1; Niddah 4:1, 7:3,5}

MT10:6  Those of Samaria, (Shomron), were in a unique position.  -Not

        really the goyim/gentiles, [v.5], nor the house of Israel,

        [v.6]; they held a place as part Jewish, but not fully accepted

        as such by the Jewish people.  There are only about 500

        Samaritans left today.  In commentary on Nahum 2:13 in the Dead

        Sea Scrolls; 'Ephraim' and 'Israel' denote the Samaritans, who

        claimed to be the remnant of the Northern Kingdom and to be

        descended from Ephraim and Manasseh.  (cp. Josephus, Ant. IX.

        14,3; XI.8,6; XII.5,6; Ant., IX.14,3) [Matt.15:24; Acts 13:46;

        Is.53:6; Jer.50:6]

MT10:7  [Luke 9:2; Matt.3:2; Luke 10:9]

MT10:8  [Acts 8:8]   {Nedarim 4:3; Aboth 1:13, 4:5; Bekhoroth 4:6}

MT10:9  [1Sam.9:7; Mark 6:8]   {Berakhoth 9:5; Shabbath 10:3; Sanhedrin

        3:8}

MT10:10 [Luke 10:7; 1Cor.9:4-14; 1Tim.5:18]   {Berakhoth 9:5; Yebamoth

        12:1, 16:7; Kelim 24:11}

MT10:11 [Luke 10:8]

MT10:13 [Luke 10:5; Ps.35:13]

MT10:14 On considered as a "heathen impure" place, (as to the shaking

        off of the 'dust of your feet').  As shown Rabbinically in:

        They take care lest, together with the herbs, something of the

        dust of the heathen land be brought, which defiles in the tent,

        and defiles the purity of the land of Israel.  -(Lightfoot,

        Horae Hebraicae).   [Mark 6:11; Luke 9:5, 10:10-11; Neh.5:13;

        Acts 13:51]   {Oholoth 2:3; Tohoroth 4:5;}

MT10:15 [Matt.11:22,24]   {Sanhedrin 10:3; Aboth 5:10}

MT10:16 NOTE: "harmless" as doves. -- harmless; or pure - without

        foreign mixture, or simple/innocent.  [Luke 10:3; 2Cor.12:16;

        Eph.5:15; Col.4:5; Phil.2:14-16]

MT10:17 NOTE: Targum note @ Matt. 12:27.

        At various times prior to the 3rd Cent. A.D. there were

        friendly relations between Messianic/Natzratim Believers and

        Rabbinic Jews.  Chwolson for example mentions the case of the

        Min -(Messianic/Natzratim Jewish Believer), whom R. Jehudah

        himself, the editor of the Mishnah, the patriarch, the

        spiritual and political head of the Jewish nation in the end of

        the second century, welcomed to his table, permitting him to

        say the blessing after the meal.  This blessing is in four

        parts, of which the second contains thanks for the deliverance

        from Egypt, for the sign of the covenant, (circumcision), for

        the Torah, and the ordinances.  The third contains a prayer for

        God's mercy on Jerusalem, and for the re-building of the

        Temple.  (The Hebrew Christian Messiah, See: Lect. IV,p.151;

        see also: Strack, Jesus, die Haretiker und die Christen,

        u.s.w., 1910, & 22c. T.B. Chullin, 87a.)  Archaeology Today,

        March/April 1989, has an article where there have been

        discovered Messianic Synagogues joined next to Rabbinic

        Synagogues in various places outside of southern Israel up to

        the 7th century A.D., - showing that relationships between

        these two groups remained somewhat close, even until this late

        date, outside of the area around Jerusalem.   [Matt.23:34; Mark

        13:9; Luke 12:11; Acts 5:40, 22:19, 26:11]   {Sanhedrin 1:4-6;

        Makkoth 3:12}

MT10:18 [Acts 12:1; 2Tim.4:16]

MT10:19 [Mark 13:11; Luke 12:11-12; 21:14-15; Ex.4:12; Jer.1:7]

MT10:20 [2Sam.23:2; 2Tim.4:17]

MT10:21 [Mic.7:6; Luke 21:16]

MT10:22 [Matt.24:9,13; Luke 21:17; John 15:18; Dan.12:12; Mark 13:13]

MT10:23 [Matt.2:13, 16:28, 24:14; Acts 8:1; Mark 13:10]

MT10:24 [Luke 6:40; John 15:20]

MT10:25 RABBINIC:  Ulla noticed that R. Chisda was still not comforted.

        He said to him therefore:  It is sufficient for the slave to

        have as much as his master (but not more).  Berachoth EnJ V.I

        p.93b. [Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15,18-19; John 8:48,52]

MT10:26 I'm reminded of the Rabbinic saying that the Torah is as a

        shovel that turns the over the earth, (revealing).   [Mark

        4:22; Luke 8:17, 12:2-3; 1Cor.4:5]   {Aboth 2:4}

MT10:27 [Luke 12:3; Acts 5:20]

MT10:28 NKJV: Him. I.e., God, not Satan.   [Luke 12:4; 1Pet.3:14; Is.

        8:13; Matt.5:22; Luke 12:5]

MT10:29 NOTE: (Greek) small copper coin - 1/16th of a Denarius/(Roman

        coinage).  [Luke 12:6-7]   {Aboth 3:15; Hullin 12:5}

MT10:30 [1Sam.14:45; 2Sam.14:11; 1Kin.1:52; Luke 21:18; Acts 27:34]

MT10:32 [Ps.119:46; Luke 12:8; Rom.10:9; Rev.3:5]

MT10:33 [Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; 2Tim.2:12]

MT10:34 [Luke 12:49]   {Peah 1:1}

MT10:35 [Mic.7:6; Matt.10:21; Luke 12:53]   {Sotah 9:15}

MT10:36 [Ps.41:9, 55:13; John 13:18; Mic.7:6]

MT10:37 [Deut.33:9; Luke 14:26]   {Baba Metzia 2:11}

MT10:38 The word translated "cross" in English is the Greek word [4716]

        -stauros; which has the actual meaning of: a (persecution)

        stake, pole, or upright beam.  Regardless, with the board

        containing His 'accusation' (&/or the cross-beam He carried),

        it still probably looked like a 'cross'. However: besides the

        reminder of the passage in Tanakh - cursed is everyone who

        hangs on a tree; and that Messiah Himself became a curse for

        us, - and the blood that was put upon the door-posts and the

        lintel on the 1st Pesach/Passover which would serve to remind

        us of Messiah's blood shed for us, - the most important thing

        is not the 'shape' of the persecution-stake - but what was

        accomplished for mankind there!

        RABBINIC:  Isaac carried the wood like a man who takes up his

        cross. - Pesikta Rab. (54, a). [Matt.16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke

        9:23, 14:27]

MT10:39 [Matt.16:25; Mark 8:35; Luke 9:24, 17:33; John 12:25]   {Aboth

        11:13}

MT10:40 [Mark 9:37; Luke 9:48; John 12:44; Gal.4:14]   {Berakhoth 5:5;

        Shabbath 18:1; Aboth 4:12}

MT10:41 [1Kin.17:10; 2Kin.4:8]   {Pesahim 5:2; Aboth 2:2,12, 5:2;

        Zebahim 1:1, 4:6}

MT10:42 [Matt.25:40; Mark 9:41; Heb.6:10]   {Aboth 2:16, 4:20}

MT11:1  [Matt.9:35 Luke 23:5]

MT11:2  [Matt.4:12, 14:13; Mark 6:17; Luke 7:18-35, 9:7]

MT11:3  [Gen.49:10; Num.24:17; Deut.18:15,18; Dan.9:24; John 6:14]

MT11:5  NOTE: '...made rich' see: Samuel Tobias Lachs / Hebrew Elements

        in the Gospel and Acts  JQR71 (1980) 38-39.  [Is.29:18, 35:4-6,

        61:1; Ps.22:26; Luke 4:18; James 2:5]   {Yebamoth 8:3}

MT11:6  [Is.8:14-15; Rom.9:32; 1Pet.2:8]

MT11:7  [Luke 7:24; Eph.4:14]

MT11:9  [Matt.14:5, 21:26; Luke 1:76, 20:6]

MT11:10 RABBINIC: The Lord is the King Messiah, He is also the Angel of

        the Covenant -Kimchi.; [Mal.3:1 ref: Adonai] is applied to

        Elijah as the forerunner of the Messiah in Pirke de R. Eliezer

        c.29.; The Lord is both the Divine Majesty and the Angel of the

        Covenant, for the sentence is doubled. - Ibn Ezra.; The Lord

        may be explained of the King Messiah -Mashmiah Jeshua fol.76.

        What is to be the manner of Messiah's coming, and where will be

        the place of His first appearance?  He will make His first

        appearance in the land of Israel, as it is written: The Lord

        Whom you seek will come suddenly to His Temple. -R. Mosheh

        ben-Maimon.   [Mal. 3:1; Mark 1:2; Luke 1:76]

Mt11:12 [Luke 16:16]   {Sotah 9:9}

MT11:13 [Mal.4:4-6]

MT11:14 [Mal.4:5; Matt.17:10-13; Mark 9:11-13; Luke 1:17; John 1:21]

        (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Manual of Discipline ix.11)

MT11:15 [Matt.13:9; Luke 8:8; Rev.2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13]

MT11:16 [Luke 7:31]

MT11:19 [Matt. 9:10; Luke 7;35; John 2:1-11]

MT11:20 [Luke 10:13-15,18]

MT11:21 [Jon.3:6-8]

MT11:22 [Vs. 22,24]: Degrees of judgement.   [Matt.10:15, 11:24]

MT11:23 [Is.14:13; Lam.2:1; Ezek.26:20, 31:14, 32:18,24]

MT11:24 [Matt.10:15]

MT11:25 [Ps.8:2; Matt.16:17; Luke 10:21,22; 1Cor.1:19; 2Cor.3:14]

MT11:27 [Matt.28:18; Luke 10:22; John 1:18, 3:35, 6:46, 10:15, 13:3;

        1Cor.15:27]

MT11:28 [John 6:35-37]

MT11:29 [Jer.6:16; Zech.9:9; John 13:15; Eph.4:2; Phil.2:5,7-8; 1Pet.

        2:21; 1John 2:6]   {Berakhoth 2:2; Aboth 3:5,11}  (...yoke: A

        Rabbinical figure for going to school.)

MT11:30 [1John 5:3]

MT12:1  [Mark 2:23; Luke 6:1-5; Deut.23:25]   {Shabbath 16:2}

MT12:2  RABBINIC: V.1-2; See: Shabbath 16:2, Maaseroth 4:5, Shabbath

        7:2, Betzah 5:2, Sanhedrin 7:4&8, Eduyoth 2:6, Kerithoth 3:10.

MT12:3  [Ex.31:15, 35:2; 1Sam.21:6] {Yoma 8:6; Menahoth 11:2; Meilah

        2:7}

MT12:4  [Ex.25:30, 29:32; Lev.8:31, 24:5,9]

MT12:5  [Num.28:9; John 7:21]   {Shabbath 18:3, 19:1; Erubin 10:11;

        Pesahim 6:1-2; Rosh haShanah 1:4, 2:5; Nedarim 3:11}

MT12:6  [2Chr.6:18; Is.66:1-2; Mal.3:1; Matt.12:41-42]

MT12:7  [1Sam.15:22; Hos.6:6; Mic.6:6-8; Matt.9:13]

MT12:8  RABBINIC: The Shabbat has been given for you, you were not

        given for the Shabbat. -Mekilta on Ex.31:13.;  The Shabbat has

        been placed under you, you have not been placed under its

        authority. -Yoma 85b.

        NOTE:  Some Christian writers have used this verse in Matthew

        as part of their examples on how the Shabbat has "been

        replaced" by sunday.  This idea has nothing to do with what

        Yeshua is saying here however.  While the command "remember the

        Sabbath day" is not specifically re-stated in the New Covenant,

        a case for its observance can be show in several ways:

             a.  Yeshua's statement... the Shabbat is made for man;

        should tell us right away that it has been made for mankind,

        and is a gift from the Creator.

             b.  Yeshua's statement... it is good to do good on the

        Shabbat; not only testifies of Shabbat's existence, but what is

        to be our behaviour on the Shabbat... that of doing good.

             c.  Yeshua's statement... breaks one of these least

        mitzvot/commandments; shows that all commandments of Torah are

        still in effect, and will be until heaven and earth pass away!

             d.  The statement that the Shabbat is "under the law", is

        also misleading; -since the Shabbat was given during the

        creation week, centuries before the Torah was given through

        Moshe.

             e.  While there are various other verses and

        understandings to show the continual existence of the Shabbat;

        there is no statement that "sunday replaces the Shabbat" in

        Scripture, (The idea is presented by some conjecture on a

        couple of verses in the N.T., [SEE: Acts 20:7; Rev.1:10; &

        commentary], but upon close examination are shown to be

        unfounded).  Indeed, there is more to show that Shabbat remains

        Shabbat, than in any way supports this idea of "Shabbat

        replacement".  This idea of "sunday becoming the Shabbat",

        needless to say, doesn't show up until many decades after the

        time of the Book Of Acts, and isn't even practiced by all the

        "Churches" when it is ordered during the 4th century A.D. by

        the 'Catholic Church', as we see from the writings of Eusebius.

Mt12:9  [Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11]

MT12:10 [Luke 13:14, 14:3; John 9:16]   {Shabbath 14:3-4, 16:5, 18:3,

        22:6; Erubin 4:3, 10:13-14; Yoma 8:6-7; Betzah 5:2; Rosh

        haShanah 2:5; Eduyoth 2:5}

MT12:11 {Betzah 3:3-4}

MT12:12 {Shabbath 2:5}

MT12:14 [Ps.2:2; Matt.27:1; Mark 3:6; Luke 6:11; John 5:18, 10:39,

        11:53]

MT12:15 [Matt.10:23, 19:2; Mark 3:7]

MT12:16 [Matt.8:4, 9:30, 17:9]

MT12:18 [Is.42:1-4, 49:3; Matt.3:17, 17:5]

MT12:22 [Matt.9:32; Mark 3:11; Luke 11:14-15]

MT12:23 [Matt.9:27, 21:9]

MT12:24 [Matt.9:34; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15]   {Shabbath 9:1; Adodah

        Zarah 3:6}

MT12:25 [Matt.9:4; John 2:25; Rev.2:23]

MT12:27 NOTE: v.27 may be a Targumic device of converse translation

        -(more correct, converse construction).  [See other examples

        Matt.10:17,12:32,19:27,15:23 Mk.8:12,8:14]./Converse

        Translations Biblica 57 (1976) 515-37.  (SEE: The Gospel Of

        Matthew According To A Primitive Hebrew Text / Howard.)

MT12:28 [Dan.2:44, 7:14; Luke 1:33, 11:20, 17:20-21; 1John 3:8]

MT12:29 [Is.49:24; Luke 11:21-23]

MT12:31 [Mark 3:28-30; Luke 12:10; Heb.6:4-6, 10:26,29; 1John 5:16;

        Acts 7:51]

MT12:32 NOTE: Blasphemy in knowledge; as: The Sages when noting the

        signs that Messiah Himself would do, stated that since Messiah

        would have 'scent' - or discernment, He alone would be able to

        cast a demon out of a dumb person, -since the common method to

        cast out demons was by their name, and a mute/dumb person could

        not speak.  Another 'sign' the Rabbinic writings say Messiah

        would do, was to open the eyes of one born blind.  When the

        crowd saw the blind-dumb man healed and the demon cast out

        [v.23], they said: Is this not Ben-David?  According to their

        own understanding, Yeshua had just completed a "Messianic

        sign", and was why the P'rushim were so 'quick to hear this',

        [v.24] & Yeshua knowing their thoughts also understood that

        their comment of Him was one made in their full-knowledge that

        He had just completed a 'Messianic' sign, which they not only

        chose to deny, but give blasphemy against.  [Matt.11:19, 13:55;

        John 7:12,52; 1Tim.1:13]   {Yoma 8:8; Sanhedrin 10:1; Aboth

        3:11}

MT12:33 [Matt.7:16-18; Luke 6:43-44; John 15:4-7]

MT12:34 [Matt.3:7, 15:18, 23:33; Luke 3:7, 6:45; 1Sam.24:13; Is.32:6;

        Eph.4:29; James 3:2-12]

MT12:36 {Aboth 3:1, 4:22}

MT12:38 (The Heb.Christian Messiah p.78) - Cf. Lecture III, P.111, vide

        supra, p.60.  Merx on 12:38 gives an interesting parallel from

        T.B. Sanhedrin 98a.  R. Jose ben Qisma is asked for a sign of

        the coming of Messiah.  He at first refuses, but afterwards

        says that when Messiah comes the waters in the cave at Paneas

        (the source of the Jordan) will be turned into blood.  This

        took place at his own death.   [Matt.16:1; Mark 8:11; Luke

        11:16; John 2:18; 1Cor. 1:22]

MT12:39 [Is.57:3; Matt.16:4; Mark 8:38; Luke 11:29-32; John 4:48]

        {Taanith 2:1; Gittin 5:5; Sotah 9:9}

MT12:40 NOTE: Elsewhere Yeshua says that He shall raise ON the third

        day.  This has resulted in much discussion on this, which was

        not necessary at all, as in the Biblical-Judaic method of

        stating time: if one exists in ANY part of one day, it is

        stated that he has existed for the ENTIRE day.  (We see this

        somewhat in the English language: I spent the 'whole day' at

        the beach, when in reality, -only a portion of the day was

        spent at the beach.)  [Jon.1:17; Luke 24:46; Acts 10:40; 1Cor.

        15:4]

MT12:41 [Jon.3:5; Luke 11:32; Jer.3:11; Ezek.16:51; Rom.2:27]

        {Sanhedrin 10:3}

MT12:42 RABBINIC: Talmud Yerushalayim Berakot 9:7 & Sota 5:7: Speak

        against various types of Pharisees/P'rushim and adds: Only one

        type of Pharisee is dear to God, one who serves out of love

        like father Avraham.

        ALSO: "In fact the MESSIAH IS SUCH A PROPHET as it is stated in

        the Midrash on the verse, "Behold  My servant shall prosper...

        Moses by the miracles which he wrought drew but a single nation

        to the worship of God, but the MESSIAH will draw ALL NATIONS to

        the worship of God." - R.Levi ben Gershom.  [1Kin.10:1-13;

        2Chr. 9:1-12; Luke 11:31]

MT12:43 [Luke 11:24-26; Job 1:7; 1Pet.5:8]  (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The

        Manual of Discipline Supplication 15)

MT12:45 [Mark 5:9; Luke 11:26; Heb.6:4-8, 10:26; 2Pet.2:20-22]

MT12:46 [Matt.13:55; Mark 3:31-35, 6:3; Luke 8:19-21; John 2:12, 7:3,5;

        Acts 1:14; 1Cor.9:5; Gal.1:19]

MT12:47 [Matt.13:55-56; John 2:12; Acts 1:14]

MT12:49 [John 20:17; Rom.8:29]

MT12:50 [John 15:14; Gal.5:6, 6:15; Col.3:11; Heb.2:11]

MT13:1  [Matt.13:1-15; Mark 4:1-12; Luke 8:4-10]

MT13:2  [Luke 5:3, 8:4]

MT13:3  [Luke 8:5]   {Sota 9:15}

MT13:4  {Peah 2:2}

MT13:5  {Gittin 5:1-2}

MT13:8  [Gen.26:12; Matt.13:23]

MT13:9  [Matt.11:15; Mark 4:9; Rev.2:7,11,17,29, 3:6,13,22]

MT13:11 [Matt.11:25, 16:17; Mark 4:10-11; John 6:65; 1Cor.2:10; Col.

        1:27; 1John2:20,27]   {Aboth 6:2}

MT13:12 [Matt.25:29; Mark 4:25; Luke 8:18, 19:26]   {Bikkurim 3:8;

        Aboth 1:13}

MT13:14 [Is.6:9-10; Ezek.12:2; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:40; Acts

        28:26-27; Rom.11:8; 2Cor.3:14-15; John 3:36]   {Aboth 4:18}

MT13:15 [Ps.119:70; Zech.7:11; 2Tim.4:4; Heb.5:11; Luke 19:42; Acts

        28:26-27]

MT13:16 [Prov.20:12; Matt.16:17; Luke 10:23-24; John 20:29]  {Yoma 8:9}

MT13:17 [John 8:56; Heb.11:13; 1Pet.1:10-11]

MT13:18 [Mark 4:13-20; Luke 8:11-15]

MT13:19 [Matt.4:23]

MT13:20 [Is.58:2; Ezek.33:31-32; John 5:35]

MT13:21 [Acts 14:22; Matt.11:6; 2Tim.1:15]

MT13:22 [Matt.19:23; Mark 10:23; Luke 18:24; 1Tim.6:9; 2Tim.4:10; Jer.

        4:3]   {Aboth 4:9}

MT13:23 [John 15:5; Phil.1:11; Col.1:6]

MT13:25 {Kilaim 1:1; Terumoth 2:6}

MT13:27 {Peah 4:1, 5:7; Demai 5:7}

MT13:30 [Matt.3:12]

MT13:31 [Is.2:2-3; Mic.4:1; Mark 4:30; Luke 13:18-19]   {Kilaim 1:1,5,

        3:2; Maaseroth 4:6; Baba Bathra 2:10}

MT13:32 [Ps.104:12; Ezek.17:22-24, 31:3-9; Dan.4:12,21]   {Niddah 5:2}

MT13:33 While leaven is often used in the Bible as an illustration of

        sin, here I believe that it doesn't.  Some have concluded that

        it does in ALL cases, and with that viewpoint in mind, have

        tried to explain this verse in way that makes little or no

        sense.  The simple peshitta/meaning of the verse makes sense on

        it's own: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like leaven", and as leaven

        changes the whole lump, so when the Kingdom of Heaven is in our

        life, it changes our whole life.  This understanding also

        follows the form of the parable right before it -[v.31-32].

        [Luke 13:20-21; 1Cor.55:6; Gal.5:9]   {Peah 8:7; Erubin 8:2;

        Menahoth 7:1; Parah 1:1}

MT13:34 [Mark 4:33-34; John 10:6, 16:25]

MT13:35 [Ps.78:2; Rom.16:25-26; 1Cor.2:7; Eph.3:9; Col.1:26]

MT13:38 [Matt.24:14, 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Rom.10:8; Col.1:6;

        Gen.3:15; John 8:44; Acts 13:10]

MT13:39 The meaning of this parable is interesting when one notes that

        the time period is the end of the age, and the people being

        talked about as the wheat are those who are in His Kingdom. The

        tares are those who have grown up together with the Believers

        and are false Believers.  The Greek word in verse 41 for

        iniquity/lawlessness, is 458-anomia, meaning: violation of Law;

        from 459-anomos, which means: not subject to the Jewish Law/

        Torah.  How much do we hear nowadays those who in effect are

        saying: 'let us sin that grace may abound', or else: 'the Torah

        /Law means nothing to us as Believers nowadays'! We should join

        with Sha'ul/Paul in saying: "Do we then make void the Law/Torah

        through faith? Certainly not!  On the contrary, we establish

        the Law/Torah." -[Romans 3:31]  For the doctrine/dogma of

        "anomia/anomos" is the belief of darnel/tares...that are burned

        in the fire!   [Joel 3:13; Rev.14:15]

MT13:41 [Matt.18:7; 2Pet.2:1-2]

MT13:42 [Matt.3:12, 8:12, 13:50; Rev.19:20, 20:10]

MT13:43 [Dan.12:3; Matt.13:9; 1Cor.15:42-43,58]

MT13:44 [Phil.3:7; Is.55:1; Rev.3:18]   {Baba Bathra 4:8}

MT13:46 [Prov.2:4, 3:14-15, 8:10,19]

MT13:47 [Matt.22:9-10]

MT13:49 [Matt.25:32]

MT13:51 {Menahoth 10:3}

MT13:52 [Song 7:13]   {Yadaim 4:3}

MT13:54 [Ps.22:22; Matt.2:23; Mark 6:1; Luke 4:16; John 7:15]

MT13:55 [Is.49:7; Matt.12:46; Mark 6:3, 15:40; Luke 3:23; John 6:42]

        {Yebamoth 4:13}

MT13:57 [Matt.11:6; Mark 6:3-4; Luke 4:24; John 4:44]

MT13:58 [Mark 6:5-6; John 5:44,46-47]

MT14:1  [Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9]

MT14:3  NOTE: Wife of Herod's half-brother Philip.  Divorced Philip to

        marry Herod, thus incest: -Lev.18.   [Matt.4:12; Mark 6:17;

        Luke 3:19-20]

MT14:4  [Lev.18:16, 20:21]   {Kerithoth 1:1}

MT14:5  [Matt.21:26; Luke 20:6]

MT14:6  {Sukkah 5:1-4; Betzah 5:2; Taanith 4:8; Abodah Zarah 1:3}

MT14:10 {Sanhedrin 7:1,3; 9:1}

MT14:13 [Matt.10:23, 12:15; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-2]

MT14:14 [Matt.9:36; Mark 6:34]

MT14:15 NOTE: Biblical Jewish calendar time, between dawn and darkness

        -morning, noon, evening [Ps.55:17].  Have two evenings in a day

        -@ aprox. 3pm, and again at sundown, -[Ex.12:6 lit.: Between

        the two evenings].  Matt.14:15 -1st evening, v.23 -2nd evening.

        [Mark 6:35; Luke 9:12]

MT14:17 {Berakhoth 6:7; Terumoth 10:8; Pesahim 2:5; Moed Katan 1:10;

        Nedarim 6:3; Shebuoth 3:2}

MT14:19 [1Sam.9:13; Matt.15:36, 26:26; Mark 6:41, 8:7, 14:22; Luke

        24:30; Acts 27:35; Rom.14:6]   {Berakhoth 8:7}

MT14:23 [Mark 6:46; Luke 9:28; John 6:15-16]

MT14:25 {Berakhoth 1:1; Middoth 1:1-2}

MT14:26 [Job 9:8]

MT14:27 [Acts 23:11, 27:22,25,36]

MT14:31 [Matt.6:30, 8:26]

MT14:33 [Ps.2:7; Matt.16:16, 26:63; Mark 1:1; Luke 4:41; John 1:49,

        6:69, 11:27; Acts 8:37; Rom.1:4]

MT14:34 [Mark 6:53; Luke 5:1]

MT14:36 Tzitzit, -see commentary on Matt.9:20.   [Matt.9:20; Mark 3:10,

        5:24-34; Luke 6:19; Acts 19:12]

MT15:1  [Mark 7:1; John 1:19; Acts 25:7]

MT15:2  RABBINIC: The washing of the hands before a meal was

        introduced for the sake of uniformity, to make it a habit.

        Chullin 106a.  Those who eat food with unwashed hands endanger

        their health because they are full of dangerous germs. Yoma

        77b.   The face, hands, and feet should be washed every day.

        Shabbath 50b. Rabbi Yochanan b. Zakki, Midrash Bamidbar Rabba

        19:8 [on Numbers 19:2]:  "The Holy One, blessed be He, merely

        says:  'I have laid down my statue, I have issued a decree.

        You are not allowed to transgress My decree;'as it is written,

        'This is the statue of the Law.'" ..."By your life, it is not

        the dead that defiles, nor the water that purifies."   [Mark

        7:5]   {Berakhoth 1:1, 8:2; Pesahim 5:5; Hagigah 2:5;

        Sanhedrin 11:3; Eduyoth 5:6-7; Adodah Zarah 2:6; Aboth 1:1,

        3:13; Yadaim 1:1-3,5, 2:2-3}

MT15:4  [Ex.20:1,12, 21:17; Lev.19:3, 20:9; Deut.5:16, 27:16; Prov.

        20:20, 23:22, 30:17]   {Peah 1:1; Sanhedrin 7:4,8, 11:1;

        Kerithoth 6:9}

MT15:5  RABBINIC: cf.M.Ned.11:11 on 'invalidation of vows' in Rab.

        lit.. [Mark 7:11-12]   {Nedarim 1:1-4, 2:1-2, 3:1-4,10-11,

        4:1-2,4,6-7, 5:6, 9:1,4; Baba Kamma 9:10}

MT15:6  {Shebiith 10:3; Maaser Sheni 5:15; Gittin 4:3; Sotah 9:9-10}

MT15:7  [Mark 7:6]

MT15:8  RABBINIC:  The Talmudic idea of excess value on the traditions

        is shown by Lightfoot in Horae Hebraicae on v.2: The words of

        the scribes are lovely, above the words of the Torah; for the

        words of the Torah are weighty and light, but the words of the

        scribes are all weighty.  The words of the elders are weighter

        than the words of the prophets.  A prophet and an elder, to

        what are they likened?  To a king sending two of his servants

        in to a province.  Of one he writes thus: Unless he shows you

        my seal, believe him not; of the other thus: Although he shows

        you not my seal, yet believe him.  Thus is written of the

        prophet.  He shall show thee a sign or a miracle; but the

        elders say thus: According to the Torah which they shall teach

        thee.

             ...Such excess as this of the P'rushim our Messiah Yeshua

        addressed to those who had made the Torah of 'no effect'.

        [Ps.78:36; Is.29:13; Ezek.33:31]

MT15:9  [Is.29:13; Col.2:18-22; Titus 1:14]

MT15:10 [Mark 7:14]

MT15:11 The discussion with Scribes and P'rushim was concerning

        n'tilat-yadayim, not the keeping of kosher. See: commentary on

        Matt.15:2, and note this entire discussion in context with

        Matt.15:20.  [Acts 10:15; Rom.14:14,17,20; 1Tim.4:4; Titus 1:5]

MT15:13 [Is.60:21, 61:3; John 15:2; 1Cor.3:12-13]

MT15:14 [Is.9:16; Mal.2:8; Matt.23:16,24; Luke 6:39; Rom.2:19]

MT15:15 [Mark 7:17]

MT15:16 [Matt.16:9; Mark 7:18]

MT15:17 [1Cor.6:13]

MT15:18 [Matt.12:34; Mark 7:20; James 3:6]

MT15:19 [Gen.6:5, 8:21; Prov.6:14; Jer.17:9; Mark 7:21; Rom.1:29-32;

        Gal. 5:19-21]   {Baba Kamma 7:7}

MT15:21 [Mark 7:24-30]

MT15:22 [Matt.1:1, 22:41-42]

MT15:24 [Matt.10:5-6; Rom.15:8]

MT15:26 *"Dogs" was an expression used sometimes for goyim/gentiles

        during the first century A.D..  Yeshua isn't using the

        expression here to put her down, but rather in testing her

        faith [v.28].

        {*Midr. on Ps.iv.8; Meg.7b. Note:2-(Many passages might be

        quoted either similar, or based on this view of Gentiles."

        -[Life & Times of Jesus the Messiah Book III Chapter XXXIII

        page 41.]  For more context see: Ab.Z. 22b; Ab.Z.ii.1;

        Mechilta, ed.Weiss, p.33 b,line 8 from top; Ab.Zar.35b; (for

        starters).}  [Matt. 7:6; Phil.3:2] {Kilaim 8:6; Hallah 1:8;

        Sotah 9:15; Hullin 4:2}

MT15:28 [Luke 7:9]

MT15:29 [Matt.4:18, 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37]

MT15:30 [Is.35:5-6; Matt.11:5; Mark 7:25; Luke 7:22,38, 8:41, 10:39]

MT15:31 [Luke 5:25-26, 19:37-38]

MT15:32 [Mark 8:1-10]

MT15:33 [2Kin.4:43]

MT15:36 The ancient blessing is:  Baruch Atah YHVH/Adonai, Elohaenu

        Melech ha-olam, borae meenay mazonot. - Blessed art Thou,

        YHVH/Lord our God, King of the universe, Creator of various

        kinds of foods. This is perhaps part of the blessing that

        Yeshua Messiah said here.  [1Sam.9:13; Matt.14:19, 26:27;

        Luke 22:17,19; John 6:11,23; Acts 27:35; Rom. 14:6]

MT15:39 [Mark 8:10]

MT16:1  [Matt.12:38; Mark 8:11; Luke 11:16, 
12:54-56; 1Cor.1:22]

MT16:2  {Baba Bathra 5:6}

MT16:3  {Rosh haShanah 1:2}

MT16:4  [Prov.30:12; Matt.12:39; Luke 11:29, 24:46]

MT16:5  [Mark 8:14]

MT16:6  [Mark 8:15; Luke 12:1]

MT16:9  [Matt.14:15-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-14]

MT16:10 [Matt.15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9]

MT16:13 NOTE: Caesarea -was in Herod-Philip's territory, aprox. 25

        north of the Sea of Galilee.   [Mark 8:27; Luke 9:18]

MT16:14 RABBINIC: This answer of the Talmidim is in accord with the

        Mishnaic understanding of who would be those who came-before,

        or the forerunners of the time of Messiah's coming.   [Matt.

        14:2, 21:11; Luke 9:7-9]

MT16:15 [John 6:67]

MT16:16 [Matt.14:33; Mark 8:29; Luke 9:20; John 6:69, 11:27; Acts 8:37,

        9:20; Heb.1:2,5; 1John 4:15]

MT16:17 Matt.11:27; 1Cor.2:10; Gal.1:16; Eph.2:8]   {Nazir 9:5}

MT16:18 NOTE: Petros-Gr. = rock.  Messiah uses Petra (upon this rock) a

        feminine form; play on words, "rock-petra" -not a name, but a

        play on the word... upon this rock/Divine revelation -I will

        build my house of prayer.  The wording of the Hebrew version is

        very interesting in v.18.  The pun exists in the Greek with the

        words: "Peter" and "rock"; in the Hebrew in Shem Tov however

        there is also a pun with the words: "stone-<even>" and "I will

        build/<evneh>".

        RABBINIC: When God was considering the scheme of creation, He

        saw before Him Avraham's form, and He said: Now I have a rock

        upon which I can build, and upon which I can found the world. -

        Yelammdenu in Yalkut I,766 to Num.23:9; -the rock here

        identified as Avraham, [evidently under influence of Is.

        51:1-2], is important as 'rock' here is also 'petra', and the

        roots of this Midrash are very old. (R.Eleazer from Modiin, on

        Ex.17:9,10,12 -Mekhilta).   [Job 33:17; Ps.9:13, 107:18; Is.

        38:10; John 1:42; Acts 2:41; Eph.2:20; Rev.21:14]   {Yoma 2:6,

        7:5; Sanhedrin 1:6; Aboth 2:2,4; Horayoth 1:5}

MT16:19 [Matt.18:18; John 20:23]   {Berakhoth 5:5; Peah 6:11; Terumoth

        5:4; Pesahim 4:5, 6:2; Betzah 1:4; Taanith 1:7; Yebamoth 1:4,

        2:10; Nedarim 3:2,6, 7:9, 9:5; Sanhedrin 1:2; Eduyoth 4:2,8,

        5:1}

MT16:20 [Matt.17:9; Mark 8:30; Luke 9:21]

MT16:21 RABBINIC: Again, this Rabbinic idea of the suffering Messiah,

        is not that different than the Messianic understanding:

        ...At that time God will tell Messiah all that will happen

        to Him.  The sins of the souls of the ones who are with Thee

        under My throne will in the generation of Messiah bend Thee

        down under a yoke of iron and Thou make Thee like a calf

        whose eyes are dimmed because of pain and Thy Spirit will be

        pressed as with a yoke; Because of the sins of these souls;

        Thy tongue shall cleave to the roof of Thy mouth.  Art Thou

        willing to suffer these things?  Messiah will ask (God), will

        these sufferings last many years?  God answers Him: I swear...

        that they will last for one week only.  If Thou dost regret it

        I will banish their sinful souls right away!  Messiah

        answered, With joy in My soul and gladness in My heart, I take

        upon Me these sufferings that no one in Israel might perish,

        both the living and those that are buried in the dust of the

        earth,and all the souls from the First Adam even until now...

        During the week (of years) when the Son of David, the Messiah

        comes, they will bring iron bars and put them on His neck until

        His height is bent low and He cries, and weeps so that His

        voice ascends even to the sky.  And He (Messiah) will say:

        Master of the Universe, is then My power and My Spirit

        unlimited, even My limbs and My soul? Am I not flesh and blood?

        It is because of this future ordeal that David (prophetically)

        wept, saying My strength is dried up like a potsherd [Psalms

        22:7].  At this hour, God will say to Him, Ephraim, My

        Righteous Messiah, didst Thou not agree before the creation to

        this?  Now let Your sorrows be as My own sorrows....

        At that Messiah answers, Now is My Spirit calmed for 'It is

        enough for a servant to be like master.'

        Pesikta Rabbati [(Piska 36:142)/Yalkut on Isaiah 60:1-2]

        [Matt. 20:17; Mark 8:31, 9:31; Luke 9:22, 18:31, 24:46; John

        2:19]

MT16:22 {Eduyoth 5:6}

MT16:23 [Matt.4:10; Rom.8:7]

MT16:24 [Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23; Acts 14:22; 2Cor.4:10-11; 1Thess.3:3;

        2Tim.3:12; 1Pet.2:21]

MT16:25 [Luke 17:33; John 12:25]

MT16:26 Berachoth EnJ V.I 23b: This (fear of God) is equal in

        importance to that of the whole world put together.  R. Simon

        b. Azai, and according to some, R. Simon b. Zoma said: The

        whole world would not have been created if not for the purpose

        of being host to him (who fears God).   [Ps.49:7-8; Luke

        12:20-21]   {Sanhedrin 4:5; Aboth 2:1, 5:1}

MT16:27 [Mark 8:38; Dan.7:10; Rom.2:6]

MT16:28 Note for example that Yochanan/John saw the Son of Man coming

        in His Kingdom in the Revelation.

        RABBINIC: R.JOSEPH ALBO OF TOLEDO (SEPHER IKKARIM 28:54) The

        Scripture calleth the Names of Messiah also: YHVH Zidkenu,

        because He is the Mediator through Whom we shall get the

        righteousness of The LORD.  [Jeremiah 23:6]  (SEE ALSO: Baba

        Bathra 75; Midrash Tehillim on [Psalms] 21:1; and Aqah on Ekah/

        Lamentations 1:16., Midrash Ecah 1:51) [Mark 9:1; Luke 9:27;

        Acts 7:55-56; Rev.19:11]

MT17:1  [Matt.17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36]

MT17:2  As the smoke veiled the Presence of YHVH when He appeared unto

        the children of Israel in Tanakh, so the flesh of Yeshua

        Messiah veiled His Glory with the Father from the eyes of man.

        Sh'khinah.

MT17:3  NOTE: This account in the Shem Tov includes Lk.9:28-35, and is

        also in the Arabic Diatessaron 24.2-12 -(172 A.D.).

        RABBINIC:  God the Blessed said: O Moses, as thou gavest thy

        life when thou wert alive for Israel, so also in the times of

        the Messiah, when I shall send Elijah the prophet to them, you

        also shall come at the same time. -Debarim Rabba (p.255,2).

        {Sota 1:9}

MT17:4  Shim`on Kefa/Simeon Peter is often criticised for the things he

        says, I feel this is done unjustly so.  Here his comments are

        not out of context with first century A.D. Judaic thought, as

        the suggestion to build tabernacles/sukkanot was along with the

        observation of what had just happened, in line with both

        Biblical and Rabbinic understanding, [see 17:3 above and 17:11,

        21:4,9 below], Kefa would have felt that the Messianic Kingdom

        had just begun, which is what the Biblical Feast of Sukkot

        points to.  This would also be why the Talmidim/disciples

        questioned in verse 17:10 why "the Scribes say that Elijah must

        come first", if they were to "tell the vision to no man"

        -[17:9].

        Yeshua's answer is interesting as in verse 17:11, we see that

        Eliyahu/Elijah shall come first, (at the time of the end), -in

        agreement with the understanding the Talmidim have; as well as

        already by Yochanan/John the Immerser - [17:12,14, as he came

        in the spirit and power of Elijah, as in having his mantle]; as

        well as the fact that Elijah had just appeared on the Mount of

        Transfiguration, -three appearances.  In Rabbinic lit. we read

        of Elijah showing up at various times throughout history.

             Also interesting is that in The Dead Sea Scrolls: The

        Manual of Discipline ix.11; The Rout of Belial, passim; The

        Wondrous Child, passim.  Based on Deut.18:18 and Mal.3:23ff.

        (Cp. Ecclesiasticus 48:10.)  Samaritans identify him with Moses

        Redivivus; Jews, with Elijah (Talmud, Menahoth 45a; B.M. 3a;

        Aboth de Rabbi Nathan 24:4).  Cp. I Macc.14:41, 4:46; Matt.

        11:14, 17:10ff.; Mark 9:11f.; John 1:45, 5:46, 6:14, 7:40; Acts

        7:37; Rev.11:3ff.  Often alternates with priestly forerunner.

        (Note that both Moses and Elijah were priests.)  Cp. Test.

        Levi, v.13-20; Heb.3:1, 4:15ff., 5:4,10, 6:20.

MT17:5  [Deut.18:15,19; Ps.2:7; Is.42:1; Matt.3:17, 12:18; Mark 1:11;

        Luke 1:35, 3:22; John 12:28-30; Acts 3:22-23; 2Pet.1:17]

MT17:6  [2Pet.1:18]

MT17:7  [Dan.8:18]

MT17:10 [Mal.4:5; Matt.11:14, 16:14; Mark 9:11]  (The Dead Sea Scrolls:

        The Manual of Discipline ix.11)

MT17:11 RABBINIC: It is the voice of Elijah proclaiming redemption, and

        the Messiah coming with all His holy ones with Him.  And I will

        declare the glad tidings. -Order Of The Hoshanna Rabba.    On

        the third day he (Eliyahu) shall come, and stand upon the

        mountains of Israel and say: Salvation, has come to the world,

        as it is written: That publishes Salvation.  Yalkut.  [Mal.4:6;

        Luke 1:17]

MT17:12 [Matt.11:14, 14:3,10, 16:21; Mark 9:12-13]

MT17:13 [Matt.11:14]

MT17:14 [Matt.17:14-19; Mark 9:14-28; Luke 9:37-42]

MT17:17 NOTE: <...> possible Hebrew idiom.   [Deut.32:5; Phil.2:15]

MT17:18 [Luke 4:41]

MT17:20 [Matt.21:21; Mark 11:23; Luke 17:6; 1Cor.12:9]

MT17:22 [Mark 8:31]

MT17:23 [Matt.26:22, 27:50; Luke 23:46, 24:46; John 16:6, 19:30; Acts

        10:40]

MT17:24 [Mark 9:33]   {Shekalim 1:1,3-6, 2:1,4, 3:1-4, 4:1-4, 6:1,5,

        8:8; Yoma 4:2, 6:4,6,8; Parah 3:6}

MT17:25 [Is.60:10-17]

MT17:26 {Shekalim 1:3-5}

MT17:27 NOTE: Ryrie here states [on vs.24-27] that members of the royal

        family were not required to pay the Temple-tax.  However, I

        feel from the account that it's a tax that the Romans were

        taking; the context is: "the kings of the earth"-[17:25], and

        not the 'royal family of Israel'. Simply because the Greek

        indicates a "double-drachma", based upon the "Stater" in verse

        27; and then relating that to the Temple half-shekel, -in order

        to try and have this account saying the Temple-tax is what is

        being spoken of, would be too much conjecture.  The word

        "Temple" is added to certain English translations, yet I

        believe the context & simple meaning seem to state otherwise.

        One could also note that in verse 27 Yeshua tells Kefa/Peter:

        "lest WE offend them"; and so Yeshua who kept Torah, never

        would have suggested or implied to Kefa that he in any way

        didn't have to pay the Temple-tax which Torah commanded.  -

        Along with the fact that Kefa/Peter wasn't of the royal family

        of David as far as we know.   {Nazir 5:2}

MT18:1  [Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48, 22:24-27]

MT18:2  [Matt.19:14; Mark 10:14; Luke 18:14-17]

MT18:3  [Ps.131:2; Matt.19:14; Mark 10:15; Luke 18:16; 1Cor.14:20;

        1Pet. 2:2]

MT18:4  [Matt.20:27, 23:11]

MT18:5  [Matt.10:42; Luke 9:48]

Mt18:6  [Mark 9:42; Luke 17:2; 1Cor.8:12]   {Kelim 18:6; Oholoth 8:3;

        Zabim 3:2, 4:2}

MT18:7  [1Cor.11:19; Matt.26:24, 27:4; 1Cor.11:19]   {Berakhoth 4:2;

        Sanhedrin 7:4}

MT18:8  [Matt.5:29-30; Mark 9:43,45]  (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Manual

        of Discipline ii.7)

MT18:9  RABBINIC: R. Tarphon: Better that his belly burst, than he go

        down to the pit of destruction. -in Nidda 13b.

MT18:10 [Ps.34:7; Zech.13:7; Esth.1:14; Luke 1:19; Acts 12:15; Heb.

        1:14; Rev.8:2]   {Sanhedrin 2:3}

MT18:11 [Luke 9:56; John 3:17]

MT18:12 NOTE: Common mode of expression in Judaic writings: (Again note

        in Lightfoot):

        When a man is dividing nuts among the poor, though ninety-nine

        call upon him to divide them, and one call on him to scatter

        them, to him they must hearken.  With grapes and dates it is

        not so.  Though ninety-nine call on him to scatter them, and

        one to divide them, to him they must hearken.   [Matt.

        18:12-14; Luke 15:4-7]   {Peah 4:1}

MT18:14 [1Tim.2:4]

MT18:15 [Lev.19:17; James 5:20]

MT18:16 [Deut.17:6, 19:15; John 8:17; 2Cor.13:1; 1Tim.5:19; Heb.10:28]

        {Sotah 1:1-2; Sanhedrin 3:3; Makkoth 1:7}

MT18:17 [Rom.16:17; 1Cor.5:9; 2Thess.3:6,14; 2John 10]   {Rosh haShanah

        1:8}

MT18:18 [Matt.16:19; John 20:22-23; 1Cor.5:4]

MT18:19 [1Cor.1:10; 1John 3:22, 5:14]

MT18:20 NOTE: A Messianic Beit Din - 2 or 3 witnesses speaks of

        judgement according to Torah, [note also the Torah command in

        verse 18:16].  Rather than just simply saying The-Lord shall be

        with us in prayer.  The-Lord is with us even if we pray alone.

        [Acts 20:7; 1Cor.14:26]   {Aboth 3:2,6}

MT18:21 NOTE: There is Rabbinic halachah stating to forgive three

        times, so Kefa must have thought seven to be even more generous

        when he first suggested this to Yeshua.   [Luke 17:4]   {Yoma

        8:9}

MT18:22 [Matt.6:14; Mark 11:25; Col.3:13]

MT18:25 [Ex.21:2; Lev.25:39; 2Kin.4:1; Neh.5:5,8] {Gittin 4:9; Sotah

        3:8}

MT18:32 [Luke 7:41-43]

MT18:35 [Prov.21:13; Matt.6:12; Mark 11:26; James 2:13]

MT19:1  [Matt.19:1-9; Mark 10:1-12; John 10:40]

MT19:2  [Matt.12:15]

MT19:3  RABBINIC: The house of Shammai said: only for sexual

        immorality; While the house of Hillel was much more lax,

        ...even if simply a meal was burnt!  [See commentary on Matt.

        5:32].

MT19:4  [Gen.1:27, 5:2; Mal.2:15]

MT19:5  [Gen.2:24; Mark 10:5-9; Eph.5:31; 1Cor.6:16, 7:2]

MT19:7  [Deut.24:1-4; Matt.5:31]   {Gittin 9:10}

MT19:8  [Mal.2:16; Heb.3:15]   {Sanhedrin 10:1}

MT19:9  [Matt.5:32; Mark 10:11; Luke 16:18; 1Cor.7:10]

MT19:10 [Prov.21:19]

MT19:11 [1Cor.7:2,7,9,17]

MT19:12 NOTE: ...self-made eunuchs: very possibly, (in part), referring

        to the Qumran Essene Jewish community, some who practiced a

        non-sexual lifestyle.   Although we note that since there has

        been released more information on the Qumran community, that

        marriage was much more widespread among it's members, during

        most of the time the community was in existence, than had been

        previously thought.  Note also that Jeremiah was expressly

        forbidden to take a wife (Jer.16:1-2).  [1Cor.7:32]  {Yebamoth

        8:4; Zabim 2:1}

MT19:13 [Matt.20:31; Mark 10:13; Luke 18:15]

MT19:14 [Matt.18:3-4; Mark 10:15; Luke 18:17; 1Cor.14:20; 1Pet.2:2]

MT19:16 [Mark 10:17-30; Luke 10:25]

MT19:17 The one who came to Yeshua here addressing Him as "Good Rabbi"

        was in his mind approaching simply 'a man'. Yeshua then

        questions his motives: "Why do you call Me good?"; - and I

        believe that Yeshua is here trying to show this young man that

        he had misplaced his affections, if in this way he addresses

        man, rather than God.   [Nah.1:7; Lev.18:5]   {Berakhoth 9:2;

        Aboth 4:16, 6:3}

MT19:18 [Ex.20:13-16; Deut.5:17-20]

MT19:19 [Ex.20:12-16; Lev.19:18; Deut.5:16-20; Matt.15:4, 22:39; Rom.

        13:9; Gal.5:14; James 2:8]

MT19:20 [Phil.3:6]   {Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth 3:15}

MT19:21 [Matt.6:20; Luke 12:33; Acts 2:45, 4:34-35; 1Tim.6:18-19]

        {Sukkah 4:7}

MT19:22 NOTE: See Targum note in Matt. 12:27. {Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth

        4:9}

MT19:23 [Matt.13:22; Mark 10:24; 1Cor.1:26; 1Tim.6:9]  {Aboth 4:1, 6:8}

MT19:24 NOTE: While the word translated as camel/(gamal) also is rope

        in Aramaic; there's a door in the wall of Jerusalem called the

        'eye of the needle', which was used to let people in after

        sunset when the main gate was shut.  It was very small, and

        although a camel could enter in it on its knees, it was very

        difficult to do so.  So we have an interesting play on words

        here in Mishnaic-Hebrew, which would have been understood at

        once by those hearing Yeshua's words.  Lightfoot gives several

        quotations from the Rabbi's, where the difficulty is

        represented by the image of an elephant going through the eye

        of a needle.

MT19:26 [Gen.18:14; Num.11:23; Job 42:2; Is.59:1; Jer.32:17; Zech.8:6;

        Luke 1:37]

MT19:27 [Deut.33:9; Matt.4:20; Luke 5:11]

MT19:28 NOTE: regeneration-(Greek) -during Millennium Kingdom; and used

        in Titus 3:5 for people being made new, [See: Matt.25:31].

        [Matt. 20:21; Luke 22:28-30; 1Cor.6:2; Rev.2:26]  (The Dead Sea

        Scrolls: The Manual of Discipline iv.25)

MT19:29 [Matt.6:33; Mark 10:29-30; Luke 18:29-30]   {Aboth 2:7, 5:19}

MT19:30 [Matt.20:16, 21:31-32; Mark 10:31; Luke 13:30]

MT20:1  {Baba Metzia 7:1, 9:11}

MT20:2  {Baba Metzia 6:1}

MT20:3  {Baba Metzia 9:11}

MT20:14 {Baba Metzia 6:6}

MT20:15 [Deut.15:9; Prov.23:6; Matt.6:23; Mark 7:22; Rom.9:20-21]

        {Terumoth 4:3; Aboth 2:9,11, 5:13,19}

MT20:16 [Matt.19:30, 22:14; Mark 10:31; Luke 13:30]

MT20:17 [Matt.20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-33; John 12:12]

MT20:18 [Matt.16:21, 26:47-57; Mark 14:42,64; John 18:5, 19:7]

MT20:19 [Matt.26:67-68, 27:2,26,29,41, 28:5-6; Acts 3:13-15]

MT20:20 [Matt.4:21, 10:2; Mark 10:35-45]

MT20:21 [Matt.19:28]   {Yoma 3:9}

MT20:22 [Luke 12:50, 22:42]

MT20:23 [Acts 12:2; Rom.8:17; 2Cor.1:7; Rev.1:9]

MT20:24 [Mark 10:41; Luke 22:24-25]

MT20:26 [Matt.23:11; Mark 9:35, 10:43; Luke 22:26; 1Pet.5:3]

MT20:27 [Matt.18:4]

MT20:28 RABBINIC: [on Is.52:13] The Parasha before us is expounded in

        Sotah @ I. of the Messiah. R. Meir ben-Shim`on  I may remark

        then that our Rabbis with one voice interpret it of the King

        Messiah.  R. Moses AlSheikh.  Also Midrash Tanchuma, etc....

        Behold My servant Messiah shall prosper, He shall be high and

        increased, and be exceedingly strong. -Targum Jonathan [Is.

        52:13].  Where there is no man (leader) try to be a man

        yourself.  Abaye said:  We infer from these words that in any

        gathering where there are enough men one should not try to make

        himself prominent.  Surely!  This is more than plain!  He needs

        it in the case of the stranger who comes and finds a man only

        his equal (the stranger should not try to do anything without

        the consent of the native).  Berachoth EnJ V.I p.97b.   [Is.

        53:10; Luke 22:27; John 13:4; Rom.5:15,19; Phil.2:6-7]

MT20:29 [Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43]

MT20:30 [Ps.89:3-5,19-37; 2Sam.7:14-17; Is.11:10-12; Ezek.37:21-25;

        Matt. 1:1, 9:27; Luke 1:31-32; Acts 15:14-17]

MT20:31 [Matt.19:13]

MT20:34 NOTE: Son of David, is a specific Messianic title in Tanakh and

        Rabbinic lit. [Ps.72, Is.9:7].  [Mk.10:46-52,Lk.18:35-43]- two

        men, but: Bartimaeus the more aggressive one pleads with Yeshua

        as He enters Jericho, but healed when He is leaving. -Or:

        healing took place as leaving old Jerusalem and entering new

        Jerusalem. [Matt. 9:36, 14:14, 15:32, 18:27]

MT21:1  NOTE: Beit-Pagey -Village 1/2 mile east of Jerusalem, South

        side of Mount of Olives.   [Zech.14:4; Mark 11:1-10; Luke

        19:29-38] {Pesahim 8:6; Rosh haShanah 2:4; Menahoth 7:3, 11:2;

        Parah 3:6,11}

MT21:2  NOTE: [See also: Jn.12:14] Zech.9:9 / Masoretic text has one

        form of the word: 'ass', and R. Shem Tov criticizes that John

        and Matthew do not follow the Masoretic text.  However, the

        word employed is a correct Hebrew translation, and simply

        points to John & Matthew translating, (in this case), from the

        LXX/Septuagint.  But R. Shem Tov's comments do show he copied,

        (not translated from Greek), an earlier Hebrew version.   {Baba

        Metzia 6:3,5; Baba Bathra 5:3}

MT21:4  RABBINIC: R. Alexander said R. Joshua ben-Levi objects to what

        is written: And behold, One like the Son of man came with the

        clouds of Heaven; and it is written: Poor and riding upon an

        ass; if they (Israel) are worthy, He (Messiah) comes with the

        clouds of Heaven, but, if they are not worthy, He comes poor

        and riding on an ass. -Talmud Babyl. Sanh.fol.98.  [See also:

        Matt.26:64; Mk. 13:26; Lk.22:69-70; Acts 1:11; Rev.1:7,14:14].

MT21:5  [Is.62:11; Zech.9:9; John 12:5]

MT21:6  [Mark 11:4]

MT21:7  [2Kin.9:13]

MT21:8  [Lev.23:40; John 12:13]

MT21:9  NOTE: Hoshanna -[Ps.118:25-27] sung at the Feast of

        Tabernacles, and Baruch haba b'Shem Adonai, is here concerning

        Messiah, but is also part of the Sukkot service.  The crowds

        were expecting that the completion of what Sukkot looked

        forward to, the 1,000 year reign of Messiah Ben-David, had

        begun.

        RABBINIC: ...said Rav Joseph: May God pardon R. Hillel. When

        was Hezekiah?  In the First House, but Zechariah prophesied in

        the Second House: Rejoice greatly O daughter of Zion, shout O

        daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy King cometh unto thee; He

        is just, having Salvation; lowly and riding upon an ass, and

        upon a colt, the foul of an ass. -Bab.Tal.Sanh. fol.99.   As it

        is said of the former redeemer, and Moses took his wife and his

        sons, and set them on an ass, [Ex.4:20], so it is said of the

        latter Redeemer (Messiah), poor and riding on an ass. -Midrash

        Kohelet (fol.63:2).   [Matt.23:39]   {Pesahim 5:5,7, 9:3, 10:6;

        Taanith 3:9; Yebamoth 6:4}

MT21:10 [John 2:13,15]

MT21:11 [Deut.18:15,18; Matt.2:23, 16:14; Luke 4:16-29; John 6:14,

        7:40, 9:17; Acts 3:22-23]

MT21:12 [Deut.14:25; Mal.3:1; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-47; John

        2:13-16] {Shekalim 5:3-4, 6:5, 7:2; Betzah 2:4; Kerithoth 1:7}

MT21:13 NOTE:  Yeshua here combines Is.56:7 and Jer.7:11.  The 'money-

        changers' changed ordinary money for Hebrew or Tyrian shekels

        of standard weight & without blemish for Temple use, extracting

        a large fee for doing so.  This made them very unpopular with

        the Jewish population, as we also see from the Agada of the

        Baby. Talmud, where it was referred to as: "The Bazaar of the

        sons of Ananias".  Rosh haSh. 31 a,b; Siphre on Deut. @ 105,

        end. ed. Friedmann [Is.56:7; Jer.7:11]

MT21:15 [Matt.1:1; John 7:42]   {Sukkah 3:10,15}

MT21:16 RABBINIC: [ref.Ps.2] Our Doctors expound the Psalm of the

        Messiah.-(Kimchi(Maas)

        [ref.Ps.2]  But if it be interpreted of the Messiah, the

        matter is clear. - Ibn Ezra [ref.Ps.2]   [Ps.8:2; Matt.11:25]

MT21:17 [Matt.26:6; Mark 11:1,11-12, 14:3; Luke 19:29, 24:50; John

        11:1, 18; 12:1]

MT21:18 [Mark 11:12-14,20-24]

MT21:19 NOTE: 'finding nothing' The gleaning was not left, indicating

        the owner had broken Torah.  There are two harvests of fig-

        trees in Israel, and both types of figs look different, but

        there should have been figs left on the tree, and so: the

        possibility exists that, (because of the greed of the owner),

        Yeshua is removing his source of income, because of his

        violation of the Torah, where he is commanded to leave some of

        the fruit.  [Mark 11:13]  {Shebiith 5:1; Aboth 2:10}

MT21:20 [Mark 11:20]

MT21:21 [Matt.17:20; 1Cor.13:2; James 1:6]

MT21:22 [Matt.7:7-11; Mark 11:24; Luke 11:9; John 15:7; James 5:6;

        1John 3:22, 5:14]

MT21:23 [Ex.2:14; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8; Acts 4:7, 7:27]

        {Sanhedrin 1:1, 11:2,4}

MT21:25 [John 1:15-28,29-34]   {Berakhoth 8:7; Nedarim 10:6, 11:12;

        Baba Kamma 6:4; Sanhedrin 10:1; Aboth 1:3,11, 2:2,12,

        4:4,11-12, 5:17; Negaim 11:3}

Mt21:26 [Matt.14:5, 21:46; Mark 6:20; Luke 20:6]

MT21:28 [Matt.20:1, 21:33]

MT21:31 [Luke 7:29,37-50]

MT21:32 [Luke 3:1-13, 7:29]   {Aboth 5:18}

MT21:33 [Ps.80:9; Matt.25:14; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19]   {Peah 5:5;

        Demai 6:1,8; Kilaim 4:2, 5:3,8; Bikkurim 1:2,11, 9:4,6-7,10;

        Baba Metzia 9:1-3.5,8-9, Baba Bathra 3:3, 10:4; Sanhedrin 11:1}

MT21:35 [2Chr.24:21, 36:16; Matt.23:34,37; Acts 7:52; 1Thess.2:15; Heb.

        11:36,37]

MT21:37 [John 3:16]

MT21:38 [Ps.2:2,8; John 11:33; Acts 4:27; Heb.1:2]

MT21:39 [Matt.26:50; Mark 14:46; Luke 22:54; John 18:12; Acts 2:23]

MT21:41 [Matt.8:11; Luke 20:16, 21:24; Acts 13:46; Rom.9:10]

MT21:42 [Ps.118:22-23; Is.28:16; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11;

        Rom. 9:33; Eph.2:20; 1Pet.2:6-7]   {Negaim 13:2; Mikwaoth 9:7}

MT21:43 [Matt.8:12; Acts 13:46]

MT21:44 [Is.8:14, 60:12; Zech.12:3; Dan.2:44; Luke 20:18; Rom.9:33;

        1Pet. 2:8]

MT21:46 [Matt.21:11,26; Mark 11:18,32; Luke 7:16; John 7:40]

MT22:1  [Luke 14:16; Rev.19:7-9]

MT22:2  Many parts of Sabbath EnJ V.I p.213b. are the same as this

        parable.   {Aboth 2:10}

MT22:3  {Nedarim 8:7; Aboth 2:10}

MT22:4  [Prov.9:2]   {Shebiith 7:4; Aboth 2:10, 3:16; Kerithoth 3:7}

MT22:5  -thru verse 13. -  {Aboth 2:10}

MT22:7  [Dan.9:26]

MT22:8  [Matt.10:11]

MT22:10 [Matt.13:38,47-48; Acts 28:28]

MT22:11 [2Cor.5:3; Eph.4:24; Col.3:10,12; Rev.3:4, 16:15, 19:8]

MT22:12 [Rom.3:19]

MT22:13 [Matt.8:12, 25:30; Luke 13:28]

MT22:14 RABBINIC: For many are called... -Ancient proverb, used 3 times

        in apocryphal 4Ezra.   The matter may be compared to a king who

        arranged a banquet and invited guests to it.  The king issued a

        decree which stated: Each guest must bring something on which

        to recline.  Some brought carpets, others brought mattresses or

        pads or cushions or stools, while still others brought logs or

        stones. The king observed what they had done, and said: Let

        each man sit on what he brought.  Those who had to sit on wood

        or stone murmured against the king, they said: Is it respectful

        for the king, that we his guests, should be seated on wood or

        stone? When the king heard this, he said to them: It is not

        enough that you have disgraced with your wood and stone the

        palace which was erected for me at great cost, but you dare to

        vent a complaint against me! The lack of respect paid to you is

        the result of your own action.  -Similarly in the hereafter,

        the wicked will be sentenced to Gehinnom, and will murmur

        against the Holy One, Blessed be He, saying: We sought His

        Salvation, how could such a fate befall us?  He will answer

        them: When you were on earth, did you not quarrel and slander

        and do evil? Were you not responsible for strife and violence?

        That is why it is written: All of you kindle a fire that

        encircle yourselves with fire-brands, walk in the flame of your

        fire and among the brands that you have kindled.-[Is.50:11] If

        you say: This we have from Your hand, it is not so; you have

        brought it on yourselves, and therefore: You will lie down in

        torment. (ibid) Eccl.Rabbah 3:9. [See also: Lk. 14:16-24; Matt.

        7:21-23, 25:41-46]. [Matt.20:16] {Sanhedrin 10:1; Aboth 2:10}

MT22:15 [Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26]

MT22:16 "Herodians" - Jewish political party that sided with Herod's

        reign -(an appeasement party towards Rome.)  [Mark 3:6, 8:15,

        12:13]

MT22:20 {Baba Kamma 9:2}

Mt22:21 [Matt.17:25; Rom.13:1-7; 1Pet.2:13-15; 1Cor.3:23, 6:19-20,

        12:27]  {Shekalim 3:2; Aboth 3:7}

MT22:23 [Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40; Acts 23:8]

MT22:24 [Deut.25:5]   {Yebamoth 1:1, 2:1, 2:8, 3:9}

MT22:29 [John 20:9]

MT22:30 RABBINIC: Berechot 17a: In the world to come there is neither

        eating nor drinking; nor procreation of children or business

        transaction; no envy or hatred or rivalry; but the righteous

        sit enthroned, their crowns on their heads, and enjoy the

        luster of the Shechena. [See: 1 Corinthians 3:11-23] -(Mes: A

        Rab.&Script. Viewpoint,pg.123)-Rabbi Yehuda haNasi (Avoth de

        Rabbi Nathan 28): Whoever accepts the delights of this world

        will be deprived of the delights of the World To Come, and

        whoever declines the delights of this world will receive the

        delights of the World to come.  In Pesachim 50a we are told

        that the World To Come will be in reverse order - that those

        who are on top here will be below there and visa-versa. In

        other words, like as recorded in the New Testament, the first

        shall be last, and the last shall be first.

             (NOTE: for further valuable commentary on the New

        Covenant, & Rabbinic Messianic understandings, I'd strongly

        recommend getting Burt Yellin's book, (address in this book

        following); as well as: "The Great Mystery, How Can Three Be

        One?" by Rabbi Tzvi Nassi / Hirsch Prinz. -available at the

        same address.)   [1John 3:2]

MT22:32 [Gen.17:7, 26:24, 28:21; Ex.3:6,15; Mark 12:26; Luke 20:37;

        Acts 7:32; Heb.11:16]

MT22:33 NOTE: Yeshua is proving from Torah the resurrection of the

        dead to the Tz'dukim/Sadducees, as they didn't accept the rest

        of Tanakh as Scripture, and so would have rejected any argument

        presented to them from the Writings or the Prophets.

        RABBINIC: When R. Gamaliel II was asked to prove the

        Resurrection from the Bible, he referred his inquirers to Deut.

        31:16; Isa. 26:19; Cant. 7:10, and finally convinced them from

        Deut. 11:9, or 4:4 (T.B. Sanh. 90b; see Bacher, Die Agada der

        Tannaiten, 1903, p. 82).   [Matt.7:28]

MT22:34 [Matt.12:28-31; Luke 10:25-37]

MT22:35 [Luke 7:30, 10:25, 11:45-46,52, 14:3; Titus 3:13]

MT22:36 {Peah 1:1; Yoma 8:8; Aboth 2:1; Hullin 12:5}

MT22:37 [Deut.6:5, 10:12, 30:6]   {Berakhoth 9:5}

MT22:39 [Lev.19:18]

MT22:40 NOTE: [Matt.22:36-40 - Sh'ma: Deut.6:5; with: Lev.19:18]

        Messiah Yeshua is the first to combine BOTH these mitzvot of

        Torah as a summary of the Torah.  [Matt.7:12; Rom.13:10; 1Tim.

        1:5]  {Hagigah 1:8}

MT22:41 RABBINIC: the affairs of the Messiah are set forth in the

        Scripture of the Law, and the Prophets, and of the Hagiographa.

        In the Law: [Ex.4:22], in the Prophets: [Is.52:13], and in the

        Hagiographa: [Ps.110:1]. -Midrash Tehillim[Ps.2].  Rabbi Joden

        in the name of Rabbi Kama said that: In the time to come, ie,

        in the age of the Messiah, the Holy One, blessed be He, will

        make the Messiah to: Sit at His right hand, as it is said: The

        LORD said unto my Lord, sit Thou at my right hand, until I make

        thine enemies Thy footstool. -Midrash [Ps. 18:35]  [See also:

        Midrash Rabbah -[to Gen. 18:1] & note S -Midrash Tehillim.]

        Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the

        service of The-Lord their God, and be obedient to the Messiah,

        The Son Of David, their King; and He shall teach them the

        worship of The-Lord, and increase the good that is to come to

        them at the end of the days. Targum Jonathan [Hosea 3:4-5].

        This is the King Messiah; whether He be from among the living,

        His name is David, or whether He be from among the dead, His

        name is David.-  Berachoth Yerushalayim (Pugia Fidei fol.277).

        [Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44]

MT22:42 [Matt.1:1, 21:9]

MT22:44 [Ps.110:1; Matt.26:64; Mark 16:19; Acts 2:34; 1Cor.15:25; Heb.

        1:13, 10:13]

MT22:46 [Mark 12:34; Luke 14:6, 20:40]   {Menahoth 6:2}

MT23:2  RABBINIC: 'seat of Moshe' -Mishnaic term for the authority of

        the Sanhedrin, & their issuing of decisions. Note in v. 3, He

        doesn't go against this authority, but rather is against their

        application of their own standards.  Talmud also speaks against

        the Sanhedrin of the 1st cent. A.D..  (Also note), Talmud

        severely condemns: Those who require what is good but don't

        practice it. [Hagiga 14a (R. Yochanan ben-Zakkai); Yebamoth

        63b]  Seemly, are those words when they come from the mouth of

        them which practice them.  Some there be which require what is

        good, and also practice it: Ben-Azza requires what is good, but

        does not practice it. (T. Yebamoth VIII4 /near the end.)

        [Deut.33:3; Ezra 7:6,25; Neh.8:4,8; Mal.2:7; Mark 12:38; Luke

        20:45]  The origins of the Sanhedrin can be traced back to the

        70 Elders who had the authority Moshe gave them, [Ex 18; Num

        11:16-17, 24-25].  After the exile, Ezra re-established this,

        [Ezra 7:25].  [See also: Deut.17:10; Matt.5:22]

MT23:3  [Deut.17:10; Rom.2:19]   {Aboth 1:15; Horayoth 1:1}

MT23:4  [Luke 11:46]   {Berakhoth 1:1, 2:2; Baba Kamma 7:7; Aboth 1:1,

        3:5}

MT23:5  T'fillin: the square leather box with the Hebrew letter Sheen

        on the front worn by observant Jews, containing four strips of

        parchment on which are written: Deut. 11:13-21, Deut. 6:4-9,

        Ex. 13:11-16, and Ex. 13:1-10. It's worn on the forehead and

        between the eyebrows and another on the left arm close to the

        elbow.  They are held in place by leather bands, which the

        P'rushim were making broad to attract attention to themselves.

        Yeshua criticizes not the mitzvot, (for the mitzvot He Himself

        would have done); but the excess of these P'rushim for show.

        (T'fillin in Hebrew, and Phylacteries in Greek).   [Matt.6:1-6]

        {Aboth 4:5}

MT23:6  [Mark 12:38-39; Luke 11:43, 20:46; 3John 9]

MT23:7  {Aboth 1:6}

MT23:8  [2Cor.1:24; James 3:1; 1Pet.5:3]   {Eduyoth 1:4; Aboth 1:13,

        4:5,8, 6:4-5}

MT23:9  [Mal.1:6; Matt.5:16,48; 6:1,9,14,26,32, 7:11]

MT23:11 [Matt.20:26-27]   {Aboth 6:5}

MT23:12 RABBINIC: This teaches us that he who humbles himself, the Holy

        One, praised be He! will raise; and whosoever exalts himself,

        the Holy One, praised be He! will abase. Whoso pursueth

        greatness, greatness will flee from him; and whoso fleeth from

        greatness, greatness will pursue him. And whoso forces time,

        will, in return be forced by the time; but to him who gives way

        to time (yielding patiently to circumstances), time will give

        way. -Erubin EnJ V.I p.219c-220a.   [Luke 14:11, 18:14]

Mt23:13 [Luke 11:52]   {Sanhedrin 10:1-3}

MT23:14 [Mark 12:40]

Mt23:15 {Sotah 9:15}

Mt23:16 [Matt.5:33-34, 15:14, 23:24]   {Ketuboth 2:9; Nedarim 1:3, 2:3;

        Kerithoth 1:7}

MT23:17 [Ex.30:29]

MT23:19 [Ex.29:37]   {Zebahim 9:1,7, Menahoth 12:1}

MT23:21 [1Kin.8:13; 2Chr.6:2; Ps.26:8, 132:14]

MT23:22 [Ps.11:4; Is.66:1; Matt.5:34; Acts 7:49]

MT23:23 NOTE: (l' lskvch 'vtm): Appears in the Shem Tov, and late

        Biblical Hebrew, and the Dead Sea Scrolls, but rarely if ever

        in standard Biblical Hebrew.  Also: this form "l'/(lahmed-

        ahlef)" is used in Jerusalem during the 1st cent. A.D..  Also:

        "ahlef-lahmed-vahv" is a Mishnaic-Hebrew form, and used in

        v.23.  [Lev.27:30; Num.18:12; Deut.14:22-23; Luke 11:42, 18:12;

        Hos.6:6]  {Demai 2:1; Shebiith 7:1; Terumoth 10:4; Maaseroth

        4:5; Eduyoth 5:3; Uktzin 3:4}

MT23:24 {Shabbath 20:2}

MT23:25 [Mark 7:4; Luke 11:39]   {Abodah Zarah 5:12; Zebahim 11:7;

        Kelim 2:1,7, 11:1, 25:3,6-7,9, 30:1,3; Mikwaoth 10:1}

MT23:27 [Luke 11:44; Acts 23:3]   {Maaser Sheni 5:1; Shekalim 1:1; Moed

        Katan 1:2}

MT23:29 [Luke 11:47-48]   {Erbin 5:1; Shekalim 2:5; Oholoth 7:1}

MT23:31 NOTE: Shem Tov version has 'sons', but in Luke 11:48 'build'.

        Both these alternation of words are seen in 1QIsa, as well as

        in Midrash Babyl.Tal.Berakot 64a [on Is.54:13]: ...read not

        'your children', but 'your builders'.  Providing evidence of

        Matthew and possibly Luke having been written first in Hebrew/

        Aramaic.

        [Matt.23:34,37; Acts 7:51-52; 1Thess.2:15]

Mt23:32 [Gen.15:16; 1Thess.2:16]   {Arakhin 3:5}

Mt23:33 [Matt.3:7, 12:34; Luke 3:7]

MT23:34 [Matt.10:17, 21:34-35; Luke 11:49; John 16:2; Acts 5:40,

        7:54-60, 22:19; 2Cor.11:24-25]

MT23:35 NOTE: From Hevel in Bereshit, to death of Z'kharyah in 2Devrai

        haYamim, & showing their ahlef-tahv, or all the murders

        following the Hebrew order of the books in Tanakh.  An

        objection has been raised by some, that it is not recorded that

        Zechariah ben-Berechiah was murdered, but was, Zechariah ben-

        Jehoida.  However, this is very simple to explain: both these

        individuals have the same name, and their fathers have the same

        first name.  Tanakh lists the Zechariah that was killed with

        the name of his grand-father the famous Jehoida, -(a practice

        that was not unknown in Tanakh), and so completely solves this

        'supposed' difficulty.  [Gen.4:8; 2Chr.24:20-21; Heb.11:4;

        1John 3:12; Rev.18:24]  {Middoth 5:1}

MT23:37 [Deut.32:11-12; 2Chr.24:20-21; Ps.17:8, 91:4; Is.49:5; Neh.

        9:26; Matt.11:28-30, 21:35-36; Luke 13:34-35]

MT23:38 {Hullin 5:1; Middoth 1:1}

MT23:39 [Ps.118:26; Zech.12:10; Matt.21:9]

MT24:1  [Mark 13:1; Luke 21:5-36]

MT24:2  NOTE: v.1-2:  Herod the butcher-(as he is known in Rabbinic

        writings), began building the Temple in 20 BC and the Temple

        was finished in 64 A.D.. The stones were 10-12 feet in length.

        Flavious Josephus (The Jewish Wars -pt.6 pgs.308-310): Includes

        the debate that Messiah was to come in 34 years, based upon 490

        year prophecy in Dan.9:24. -This debate took place in 32 BC,

        and shows early understanding of this Messianic prophecy.

        RABBINIC:

        Rashi: Because after the 2nd 2000 years (since creation, which

        is 2000 years from Avraham to 1 A.D.), the Messiah must have

        come, and the wicked kingdom should have been destroyed.

        Sanhedrin 97a: Rab said: All the predestined dates (for

        redemption) have passed.  (Before above) = Abaye said: It will

        be desolate 2000 years, as it is said: After two days He will

        revive us; in the third day He will raise us up, and we shall

        live in His sight [Hosea 6:2]  [Also see: Rev.19:19,20:4-6].

        Nazir 32b: Rabbi Joseph said: Had I been there, I should have

        said to them: Is it not written: The Temple of The-Lord, the

        Temple of The-Lord, the Temple of The-Lord are these. [Jer.

        7:4], which points to (the destruction of) the first and second

        Temples?  (Since it indicates that there would be three

        Temples.  Thus the destruction was foretold, and could have

        been anticipated.)  Granted, they knew it would be destroyed,

        did they not know when this would occur?  Abaye objected: And

        did they not know when? -is it not written: Seventy weeks are

        determined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city.-[Dan.9:24].

             [Yeshua Messiah, the suffering Messiah, died one

        generation-(40 years), before this time of the destruction of

        the Temple, exactly, and to the year, as foretold by Prophecy

        in the formula given to us by Daniel!]

             The world shall continue 6,000 years, the first 2,000 were

        of wisdom, and the third 2,000 are of the days of the Messiah,

        and because of our sins many, many years of these have elapsed,

        and still He has not come. Talmud Bab. (Tr.Sanh.)

        [Sanhedrin 97a;]   {Taanith 4:6; Tamid 7:4}

             And because the Torah speaks of the Temple, it also tells

        us how the Temple will be destroyed.  That is why it says: THE

        EARTH WAS WASTE AND WILD.  The earth will be laid waste.  For

        the Shekhina, the Divine Radiance, will turn from us in the

        Destruction.  And that is why it says:  AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD

        HOVERED OVER THE FACE OF THE WATER.  This tells us that even

        when we are in exile, the Torah will not be turned from us.

        And that is why it says:  AND GOD SAID: LET THERE BE LIGHT.

        This shows us that after the Exile, God will make Zion bright

        and will send us the Messiah.  For it is written in Isaiah

        60:1: ARISE, AND SHINE UPON US FOR THY LIGHT IS COME.  TSENE

        RENE / Jacob ben-Isaac Ashkenazi.   [1Kin.9:7; Mic.3:12; Luke

        19:44]

             Just as the seventh year is  one year of release in seven,

        so is this world; One thousand years out of seven shall be

        fallow, as  it  is  written, 'And The-Lord alone shall be

        exalted in that day;' meaning that the day is altogether a

        Sabbath, as it is said, 'For a thousand years in Thy sight are

        but as yesterday when it is past." - Rabbi Kattina on Genesis 1

MT24:3  [Matt.24:27,37-39; Mark 13:3; Luke 17:20-37; 1Thess.5:1-3]

MT24:4  NOTE: The Talmidim ask Yeshua 3 questions (Mat.4:3), and they

        are given three answers in this chapter; also the entire matter

        may be seen to speak of the 'end times'.  Perhaps: vs.4-14

        (first 3 & 1/2 yrs. of the "tribulation"); vs.15-28 (2nd 3 &

        1/2 yrs.); vs.29-31 (end of the age). - But this chapter should

        be compared with Mark 13:1-37 & Luke 21:5-36, and with the rest

        of the prophetic Scriptures, to gain more perspective and

        insight.  [Eph.5:6; Col.2:8,18; 2Thess.2:3; 1John 4:1-3]

MT24:5  [Jer.14:14; Matt.24:11; John 5:43; Acts 5:36; 1John 2:18, 4:3]

MT24:6  [Rev.6:2-4]

MT24:7  RABBINIC:  Beres. Rabba ...If you see kingdoms and nations

        rising up against one another, than give/take-heed, listen for

        the foot-steps of Messiah.   [2Chr.15:6; Is.19:2; Hag.2:22;

        Zech.14:13; Acts 11:28; Rev.6:5-6]

MT24:8  (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Book of Hymns v, passim)

MT24:9  NOTE: Interesting 2nd reading in view of v.5: <ahl Sh'mee>-(in

        the Name of Me/in My Name.)'  [Matt.10:17; Luke 21:12; John

        16:2; Acts 4:2-3; Rev.2:10]

MT24:10 {Sotah 9:5}

MT24:11 [Acts 20:29; 1Tim.4:1; 2Pet.2:1; Rev.13:11, 19:20]

MT24:12 [2Thess. 2:3; 2Tim.3:1-3]

MT24:13 [Matt.10:22; Mark 13:13]

MT24:14 [Matt.4:23; Rom.10:18; Col.1:6,23]

MT24:15 RABBINIC: I have examined and searched all the Holy Scriptures,

        and have not found the time for the coming of Messiah clearly

        fixed, except in the words of Gabriel to the prophet Daniel,

        which are written in the 9th chapter of the prophecy of Daniel

        -R. Moses Abraham Levi.  [See Matt.24:2 note].   [Dan.9:27,

        11:31, 12:11; Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20; John 11:48; Acts 6:13,

        21:28]   {Taanith 4:6}

Mt24:17 {Maaseroth 3:6; Erubin 10:3}

MT24:19 [Luke 23:29]

Mt24:21 [Dan.9:26]

MT24:22 [Is.65:8-9; Zech.14:2]  (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Manual of

        Discipline viii.6; The Book of Hymns ii.13)

MT24:23 [Mark 13:21; Luke 17:23]

MT24:24 [Deut.13:1; John 4:48, 6:37; Rom.8:28; 2Thess.2:9; 2Tim.2:19;

        Rev.13:13] (The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Manual of Discipline

        viii.6; The Book of Hymns ii.13)

MT24:27 [Luke 17:24]

MT24:28 [Job 39:30; Ezek.39:17; Hab.1:8; Luke 17:37]

MT24:29 [Dan.7:11; Ezek.32:7; Is.13:9-10; Joel 2:31,3:15]

MT24:30 NOTE: 'the sign' - Some think the lightning of v.27, others the

        Shekinah of the Messiah.   [Dan.7:13-14; Zech.12:12; Matt.

        16:27, 24:3,37,39]

MT24:31 NOTE: Of great interest is that Sha'ul/Paul's order of

        occurrence, (and comments on the "mystery" in 1 Corinthians

        15:51-; and 1 Thessalonians 5:15-), are in very close agreement

        with Rabbinic commentary on what shall happen on a future

        Tishrei 1 - Feast Of Trumpets / Rosh HaShannah, at the last

        blast of the Shofar.  The "great blast" of the Shofar, is the

        last and longest blast -"Tekiah Gedolah"- that is blown in the

        series of blasts in the Rosh-HaShannah (or: Yom haT'ruah

        "Festival of Trumpets") order of service.  [See: commentary in

        2 Cor.12:4; 1 Thess. 4:16; and: Midrash Pesiqta Hadta 6:58,

        Midrash Alpha Beta di Rabbi Akiba 3:31, Hai Gaon, Responsum pp.

        60 a-b; and from: The Messiah Texts, R. Patai, Avon Books, New

        York, 1979].  (Burt Yellin treats this in depth in his book:

        Messiah, a Rabbinic and Scriptural Viewpoint.)   [Ex.19:16;

        Deut.30:4; Is.27:13; Zech.9:14; 1Cor.15:52; 1Thess.4:16; Heb.

        12:19; Rev.8:2, 11:15]

MT24:32 [Luke 21:29]

MT24:33 [James 5:9; Rev.3:20]

MT24:34 NOTE: (Greek): "Generation" can also mean "people/(race)" --

        so perhaps showing a dual prophetic meaning that: the Jewish

        people will continue throughout history and be on earth after

        all these things come to pass; in addition to speaking of the

        time element from when Yeshua is speaking, until 70 A.D. -

        which was within one Biblical generation - 40 years in length.

        [Matt. 10:23, 16:28, 23:36]

MT24:35 [Luke 21:33]   {Peah 1:1}

MT24:36 [Zech.14:7; Mark 13:32; Acts 1:7; 1Thess.5:2; 2Pet.3:10]

MT24:38 [Gen.6:3-5; Luke 17:26; 1Pet.3:20]   {Sanhedrin 10:3}

MT24:40 [Luke 17:34]

MT24:41 {Shebiith 5:9; Ketuboth 5:5; Tohoroth 7:4}

MT24:42 [Matt.25:13; Luke 21:36; 1Thess.5:6]

MT24:43 [Luke 12:39; 1Thess.5:2; Rev.3:3]

MT24:44 [Luke 12:35-40; 1Thess.5:6]

MT24:45 [Luke 12:42-46; Acts 20:28]

MT24:46 [Rev.16:15]

MT24:47 [Matt.25:21,23; Luke 22:29]

MT24:48 [2Pet.3:4-9]

MT24:50 [Mark 13:32]

MT24:51 [Matt.8:12, 25:30]

MT25:1  Ryrie: "... The virgins represent the professing Jewish remnant

        on earth at His return". - While this is interesting to ponder,

        the verse may have a more general meaning for the professing

        Body of Believers in general, both during the End Times and

        throughout history, who are "waiting"; and since we also note:

        the passage is used for instructions to the Talmidim in Mat.

        25:13.  [Eph.5:29-30; Rev.19:7, 21:2,9]

MT25:2  [Matt.13:47, 22:10]

MT25:5  [1Thess.5:6]   {Pesahim 10:8}

MT25:6  [Matt.24:31; 1Thess.4:6]

MT25:7  [Luke 12:35]

MT25:10 [Matt.7:21; Luke 13:25]

MT25:11 [Matt.7:21-23; Luke 13:25-30]

MT25:12 [Ps.5:5; Hab.1:13; John 9:31]

MT25:13 RABBINIC: (Shabbat 153a)  Rabbi Eliezer said: Repent one day

        before your death.  His disciples asked him: But can a man know

        on what day he will die? He said: So much the more must he

        repent today.  Thus in his wisdom Solomon said: Let your

        garment always be white, and let not oil be lacking on your

        head. [Eccl.9:8]  Rabbi Johannan the son of Zacchaeus told a

        parable: It is like a king who invited his servants to a feast

        and did not set a time for them to arrive. The wise adorned

        themselves and waited by the door of the palace, for they said:

        Is there anything lacking in a palace?  The foolish continued

        working, for they said: Is a feast ever given without

        preparation?  Suddenly, the king summoned his servants.  The

        wise entered the palace adorned as they were, but the foolish

        entered in their working clothes.  The king rejoiced when he

        saw the wise, but was angry when he saw the foolish, and said:

        Those who adorned themselves for the feast shall sit down and

        eat and drink; but those who did not adorn themselves for the

        feast shall stand and look on!   [Matt.24:36,42; Mark 13:35;

        Luke 21:36; 1Thess.5:6]

MT25:14 This parable is similar in style to: Sabbath EnJ V.I 211c.

        [Matt.21:33; Luke 19:12-27]  {Maaser Sheni 4:4; Baba Metzia

        3:10; Meilah 6:5}

MT25:15 [Rom.12:6; 1Cor.12:7,11,29; Eph.4:11]

MT25:21 [Matt.24:47, 25:34,46; Luke 12:44, 16:10, 22:29-30; 1Cor.4:2;

        Heb.12:2; 2Tim.2:12, 4:7-8; 1Pet.1:8; Rev.3:21, 21:7]   {Baba

        Kamma 7:7}

MT25:23 [Ps.16:11; Matt.24:45,47, 25:21; John 15:10-11]

MT25:26 [Matt.18:32; Luke 19:22]

MT25:29 [Matt.13:12; Mark 4:25; Luke 8:18; John 15:2]

MT25:30 [Ps.112:10; Matt.7:23, 8:12, 22:13, 24:51; Luke 13:28]

MT25:31 [Zech.14:5; Matt.16:27; Mark 8:38; Acts 1:11; 1Thess.4:16;

        2Thess.1:7; Jude 14; Rev.1:7]   {Megillah 4:10; Hagigah 2:1;

        Sanhedrin 2:5}

MT25:32 [Rom.14:10; 2Cor.5:10; Rev.20:12]   {Sanhedrin 10:3}

MT25:34 [Matt.20:23; Mark 10:40; Rom.8:17; 1Cor.2:9; Heb.11:16; 1Pet.

        1:4,9; Rev.21:7]   {Aboth 3:16, 5:6}

MT25:35 [Job 31:32; Is.58:7; Ezek.18:7,16; Heb.13:2; James 1:27,

        2:15-16; 3John 5]

MT25:36 [Is.58:7; Ezek.18:7,16; James 2:15-16; 2Tim.1:16]

MT25:40 [Prov.14:31; Matt.10:42; Mark 9:41; Heb.6:10]

MT25:41 [Ps.6:8; Matt.7:23, 13:40,42; Luke 13:27; 2Pet.2:4; Jude 6]

MT25:45 [Prov.14:31; Zech.2:8; Acts 9:5]

MT25:46 [Dan.12:2; John 5:29; Acts 24:15; Rom.2:7]

MT26:2  NOTE: Entire Feast-week often called Pesach even today [Ez.

        45:21].  [Matt.27:35; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-2; John 13:1,

        19:18]  {Pesahim 2:2-5,8, 3:1,7, 4:1,4-5, 5:1-2,4,10, 6:1,5,

        7:1-2,4,7,9,11, 8:2-3,7-8, 9:4-11, 10:1,3,5-6,8-9}

MT26:3  NOTE: Caiaphas was high-Priest 18-36 A.D. & son-in-law and

        successor of Ananias. [Ps.2:2; John 11:47; Acts 4:25]   {Parah

        3:5}

MT26:4  [John 11:47; Acts 4:25-28]

MT26:5  [Matt.21:26]

MT26:6  [Matt.8:2; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-39; John 11:1-2; 12:1-8]

MT26:8  [John 12:4]   {Aboth 2:1, 5:11}

MT26:11 [Deut.15:11; Matt.18:20, 28:20; Mark 14:7; John 12:8, 13:33,

        14:19, 16:5,28, 17:11]

MT26:12 [Matt.27:60; Luke 23:53; John 19:38-42]   {Shabbath 23:5}

MT26:13 {Yoma 3:9-10}

MT26:14 [Matt.10:4; Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:3-6; John 13:2,30]

MT26:15 [Ex.21:32; Zech.11:12; Matt.27:3]   {Baba Kamma 4:5; Arakhin

        3:3}

MT26:17 NOTE: A harmony reading of the four Good-News accounts, shows

        them to be in perfect agreement, if a Messianic understanding

        is applied.  The "Preparation", was not for the Pesach, but for

        the Shabbat; Erev-Shabbat, is called the 'Preparation-day'.-[Jn

        19:31] Also, we note that Pesach is a term applied, even today,

        to the entire Feast of Chag HaMatzot -[Ezekiel 45:21]; and so,

        the Levites in Jn.18:28 were not speaking of the Pesach Seder

        proper, but Pesach in general, and during the evening of the

        15th, note:

             The Temple-gates were opened at midnight to prepare for

        the offering of the Chagigah, or festive sacrifice, and the

        remainder of which was was afterwards eaten at a festive meal.

        The poor who gathered around the Temple might then seek to

        obtain the help of the charitable. - For which the Levi'im

        would have been concerned that they were not defiled.-(for

        further info: The Life And Times Of Jesus The Messiah, by

        Alfred Edersheim [Eerdmans]).  [Ex.12:6; 18-20]

MT26:18 [Luke 9:51; John 12:23, 13:1, 17:1]

MT26:20 NOTE:  Mt26:20; Mk14:17; Lk22:14.  The time period "between two

        evenings" - Ex.7:6 when the Pascal Lamb was to be slain was

        past [the interval between the commencement of the sun's

        decline and what was reckoned as the hour of its final

        disappearance (about 6 P.M.)];  the 'second' evening-time

        beginning with the third stars appearance in the sky.  In

        short...right before sunset.  (Note also: Pes.5:1; and also for

        the time when the Cohanim [Priests] lit the lights see Ex.30:8)

        [Pesach Seder,Ex.12:2-10]. Reclining, as in Jewish halachah, at

        a low table, resting on their left hand so as to leave the

        right free.   (& SEE: Sabbath EnJ V.I p.139c).  [Mark 14:17-21;

        Luke 22:14; John 13:21]

MT26:21 [Matt.26:46; Mark 14:42; Luke 22:21-23; John 6:70-71, 13:21]

MT26:23 NOTE: [Mk14:20]; There were two dishes that were dipped into.

        The salty water for the parsley, and the bitter-herbs* and with

        the charoset. This dish spoken of here might have been the

        first dish of Karpas; with all dipping in it.  (*Five types of

        Bitter-herbs mentioned in Pes.2:3).   [Ps.41:9; LUke 22:21;

        John 13:18]  {Nedarim 4:4}

MT26:24 [1Cor.15:3; Luke 17:1; John 17:12]   {Hagigah 2:1}

MT26:26 The blessing over the matzah is: Baruch Atah YHVH/Adonai

        Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, ha-motsee lechem min ha-arets. -

        Blessed art Thou yhvh/Lord our God King of the universe, Who

        brings forth bread from the earth. [Mark 14:22-25; Luke

        22:17-20; 1Cor.11:23-25; 1Pet.2:24]

MT26:27 The blessing over the wine is: Baruch Atah YHVH/Adonai Elohaenu

        Melech ha-olam, borae pree hagafen. - Blessed art Thou YHVH/

        Lord our God King of the universe, Who brings forth the fruit

        of the vine.   [Mark 14:23]

MT26:28 RABBINIC: LUCHOTH HABBERITH (242a):  He (the Messiah) will give

        Himself and His life over unto death, and His Blood will atone

        for His people.  ZEBACHIM (6a): Surely atonement can only be

        made with the blood, as it says, 'For it is the blood that

        maketh atonement by reason of the life' -[Leviticus 17:11].

        [See also Yoma (5a); and Hebrews 9:22].   [Ex.24:8; Jer.31:31;

        Matt.20:28]

MT26:29 NOTE: Some state that the Communion breaking of bread/matzah,

        was the first usage of the Afikomen, that this then was

        continued in the Messianic/Natzratim Pesach Seder, and that

        after the destruction of the Temple, it was then also adopted

        into the Rabbinic Seder. [Lk22:17-18]; The traditional ancient

        blessing is: Blessed art Thou, Lord our God King of the

        universe, Who brings forth the fruit of the vine. The wine was

        the ordinary one of the country, only red; it was mixed with

        water, generally in the proportion of one part to two of water.

        /The Life & Times of Jesus The Messiah, by: Edersheim Book 5:9,

        485.  Also interesting is in one place in later Rabbinic lit.

        Shim`on Kefa, (Simeon Peter), is said to have written the

        Havdalah service for the closing of the evening of Shabbat!

        And in the Sephardi version of this service, a 'form' of

        "Yeshua" for Salvation, is used seven times, (less so in the

        Ashkenazi), and it lends itself to "Messianic" interpretations

        in a great many ways.  (Note this mentioned in commentary of:

        Siddur For Messianic Jews, by Dr. John Fischer & Dr. David

        Bronstein / Menorah Ministries, P.O. Box 669 Palm Harbor, Fl.

        34682).   [Mark 14:25; Acts 10:41]

MT26:30 The Hallel, Ps.113-114, is at the close of the Pesach meal.

        [Mark 14:26-31; Luke 22:31-34]

MT26:31 [Zech.13:7; Matt.11:6, 26:56; Mark 14:27; John 16:32]

Mt26:32 [Matt.28:7,10,16; Mark 14:28, 16:7; John 21:1]

MT26:34 [Matt.26:74-75; Mark 14:30; Luke 22:34; John 13:38]   {Yoma

        1:8; Baba Kamma 7:7; Eduyoth 6:1; Tamid 1:2}

MT26:35 NOTE: Lk22:33/Jn13:37/Mt26:33,35/Mk14:29,31; Note that if a

        Harmony reading is taken of all four accounts, Kefa is seen to

        have said three times that he will not deny Yeshua, (once

        before leaving the Seder room, and twice during one

        conversation while on the way to the Garden).  And so, three

        times saying he would not deny Him, three times denying Him,

        and after the Resurrection three times being asked by Yeshua if

        he (Kefa) loves Him, & three times being given the occasion to

        confess his love!  For further info., see also: The Pesach

        Harmony accounts.

Mt26:36 Gethsemane/Gat-Sh'manim, meaning garden of the "Oil Press".

        [Mark 14:32-35; Luke 22:39-40; John 18:1]

MT26:37 [Matt.4:21, 17:1; Mark 5:37]

MT26:38 [John 12:27]

MT26:39 [Ps.40:8; Is.50:5; Matt.20:22; Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42; John

        5:30, 6:38, 12:27; Heb.5:7-9; Phil.2:8]

MT26:40 {Middoth 1:2}

MT26:41 [Ps.103:14-16; Mark 13:33, 14:38; Luke 22:40,46; Rom.7:15; Gal.

        5:17; Eph.6:18]

MT26:45 [Matt.17:22-23, 20:18-19]

MT26:47 [Mark 14:43-50; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:3-11; Acts 1:16]

        {Shabbath 6:4}

MT26:49 [2Sam.20:9; Prov.27:6]   {Rosh haShanah 2:9}

MT26:50 [Ps.41:9, 55:13]

MT26:51 [Mark 14:47; Luke 22:50; John 18:10]   {Shabbath 6:4}

MT26:52 [Gen.9:6; Rev.13:10]

MT26:53 [2Kin.6:17; Dan.7:10]

MT26:54 [Is.50:6, 53:2-11; Luke 24:25-27,44-46; John 19:28; Acts 13:29,

        17:3, 26:23]

MT26:56 [Lam.4:20; Zech.13:7; Matt.26:31; Mark 14:27; John 18:15]

MT26:57 [Matt.17:22; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54; John 18:12,19-24]

        {Peah 2:6; Sanhedrin 11:2; Eduyoth 7:4; Tamid 2:5; Middoth 1:1,

        5:4}

MT26:58 [John 18:15-16]

MT26:59 [Ex.20:16; Ps.35:11]

MT26:60 [Deut.19:15; Mark 14:55]   {Rosh haShanah 1:8; Sanhedrin 3:3-6,

        4:1,5, 5:1-4, Makkoth 1:4-6}

MT26:61 [John 2:19]

MT26:62 [Mark 14:60]   {Sanhedrin 5:4. 6:4, 7:5; Shebuoth 4:13; Aboth

        3:11; Kerithoth 1:1-2}

MT26:63 [Lev.5:1; Ps.38:13-14; Is.53:7; 1Sam.14:24,26; Matt.27:12,14;

        Luke 22:67-71; Acts 8:32]

MT26:64 [Dan.7:13; Acts 7:55]

MT26:65 [2Kin.18:37; John 10:30-36]

MT26:66 RABBINIC: Even a modern Judaic writer is positive in the

        identity of Yeshua and Messianic Judaism, as being actually

        based upon Tanakh & Rabbinic writings, (although of course the

        idea is not held by this person that Yeshua is Messiah, yet he

        writes in): -Jesus Of Nazareth, Jesus' idea of God. pg.174 by

        Joseph Klausner.  Which, (in this case), is worth reading.

        [Lev.24:16; Matt.20:18; John 19:7]   {Sanhedrin 4:1-4, 5:4-5,

        7:4-5}

MT26:67 [Job 16:10; Is.50:6, 53:3; Lam.3:30; Mic.5:1; Matt.27:30; Luke

        22:63-65; John 19:3]   {Berakhoth 9:5; Baba Kamma 8:6}

MT26:68 [Mark 14:65; Luke 22:64]

MT26:69 [Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:55-62; John 18:16-18,25-27]

MT26:73 His dialect of Hebrew-Aramaic being that of the-Galil/Galilee.

        [Mark 14:70; Luke 22:59; John 18:26]

MT26:74 [Matt.26:34; Mark 14:71; Luke 22:34; John 13:38]

MT26:75 [Matt.26:34; Luke 22:61; John 13:38]

MT27:1  [Ps.2:2; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66, 23:1; John 18:28]

MT27:2  [Matt.20:19; Luke 18:32; Acts 3:13]   {Sanhedrin 7:2}

MT27:3  [Matt.26:14-15]

MT27:5  [2Sam.17:23; Matt.18:7, 26:24; John 17:12; Acts 1:8]

MT27:8  NOTE:  Y'hudah did not keep the silver pieces.  As the verse in

        Acts simply points out that the field was the same field bought

        by the cohanim, (called the field of blood in both accounts),

        in which he had hung himself.  So...the verse in Acts is an

        observation and a idiomatic-type/sarcasm in that he had bought

        for his wages his own burial place!  The ancient Aramaic

        version of Acts in the Peshitta brings this saying out possibly

        a little more clearly: "He is the one who earned for himself a

        field with the price of sin;...."   [Acts 1:18]

MT27:9  NOTE:  This is quite possibly a Targumic principle of combining

        two prophecies that contain elements of the other.  As we see

        in Jer.18:1-4 & 19:1-3 which are allusions with the Z'kharyah

        account.  While it is also fact that the scrolls were bound in

        the 1st cent. under the names of the major prophets, Yirmeyahu

        heading the grouping, and the minor prophets being bound with

        them, (so that the scrolls were referred to by the name of the

        major prophet), -(which would in itself solve this difficulty

        if this is the case, as in the Gr. account), we also see in the

        very early Mishnaic Hebrew (ST) version of Mattityahu 27:9,

        'Z'kharyah the prophet', which give a third explication for

        this 'contention', which is now shown to be no contention at

        all!  [Zech.11:12]

MT27:10 [Jer.32:6-9; Zech.11:12-13]

MT27:11 [Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:2-3; John 18:29-38; 1Tim.6:13]

MT27:12 [Ps.38:13-14; Matt.26:63; John 19:9]

MT27:13 [Matt.26:62; John 19:10]

MT27:15 [Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:17-25; John 18:39-19:16]

MT27:18 [Matt.21:38; John 15:22-25]

MT27:20 [Mark 15:11; Luke 23:18; John 18:40; Acts 3:14]

MT27:21 [Acts 3:14]

Mt27:23 [Acts 3:13]

Mt27:24 [Deut.21:6-8]   {Sotah 9:6}

MT27:25 [Deut.19:10; Josh.2:19; 2Sam.1:16; 1Kin.2:32; Acts 5:28]

        {Sanhedrin 4:5}

MT27:26 [Is.50:6, 53:5; Matt.20:19; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:16,24-25; John

        19:1,16]   {Sanhedrin 6:4}

MT27:27 [Mark 15:16-20; John 19:2]   {Sanhedrin 6:1, 11:4}

MT27:28 [Mark 15:17; John 19:2; Luke 23:11]

MT27:29 [Ps.69:19; Is.53:3; Matt.20:19; Mark 10:34; Luke 18:32]

MT27:30 [Is.50:6, 52:14; Mic.5:1; Matt.26:67; Mark 10:34, 14:65, 15:19]

MT27:31 RABBINIC:  Isaac carried the wood like a man who takes up his

        cross. -Pesikta Rab.54a.  This is interesting, if one notes the

        commentary that is often expressed of Issac and Avraham, being

        similar in type to Messiah and the Father.

             There are many interesting correlations between the

        writings of the Sages on The Feast Of Trumpets/Rosh HaShannah,

        along with the narrative of Avraham and Issac, and what Sha'ul/

        (Paul) tells us of the "rapture" in: 1Corinthians 15 and

        1Thessalonians 5. (See commentary notes following those

        portions.)  [Is.53:7; Matt. 20:19]

MT27:32 NOTE: Cyrene - capital of Cyrenaica N. Africa - many Jewish

        people lived there.  [1Kin.21:13; Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26; John

        19:17; Acts 7:58; Heb. 13:12]

MT27:33 [Mark 15:22-32; Luke 23:33-43; John 19:17]

MT27:34 [Ps.69:21; Matt.27:48]

MT27:35 RABBINIC:  We see the Messianic idea of *atonement is not out

        of line with even modern Rabbinic thought:  Rabbi Moshe el

        Sheikh, a leading Rabbi of Safed: "I will do yet a third thing,

        and that is, that 'they shall look unto Me,' for they shall

        lift up their eyes unto Me in perfect repentance, when they see

        Him Whom they pierced, that is Messiah,the Son of Joseph; for

        our Rabbi's, of blessed memory, have said that He will take

        upon Himself all the guilt of Israel, and shall then be slain

        in the war to make an atonement in such manner that it shall be

        accounted as if Israel had pierced Him, for on account of their

        sin He has died; and therefore,in order that it may be reckoned

        to them as perfect atonement they will repent and look to the

        Blessed One, saying, that there is none beside Him to forgive

        those that mourn on account of Him who died for their sin; this

        is the meaning of 'They shall look upon Me...'"  *(See also

        commentary on Matt. 26:28, & 27:42; & John 19:37) [Ps.22:18;

        Mark 15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:24]

MT27:36 [Ps.22:17; Matt.27:54]

MT27:37 [Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38; John 19:19]

MT27:38 [Is.53:9,12; Mark 15:27; Luke 23:32-33; John 19:18]  {Sanhedrin

        6:4; Makkoth 1:10}

MT27:40 [Matt.26:61; John 2:19; Matt.26:63]

MT27:42 RABBINIC: R. ELIJAH DE VIDAS: The meaning of He was wounded for

        our transgressions bruised for our iniquities is, that since

        Messiah bears our iniquities, which produce the effect of His

        being bruised,it follows that whoso will not admit that the

        Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities must endure and suffer

        for them himself.-[Is. 53] (& Rabbi Simeon b. Yochai, Midrash

        Tanna debe Eliyyahu; and see: Targum Jonathan 53:4-5).   (See

        also commentary on Matt. 26:28, & 27:35) [Matt. 18:11; John 3:

        14-15]

MT27:43 RABBINIC: SANHEDRIN (98B):  Messiah...What is His Name? The

        disciples of the school of the Rabbi (Yehudah Hanassi, the

        author of the Mishnah) said: Cholaja (The sickly) for it says

        [Is.53:4]: Surely He hath born our sicknesses & carried our

        pains;  and we did regard Him stricken, smitten of God and

        afflicted. (See also note aa Pesiqta).   [Ps.22:8]

MT27:44 RABBINIC: Yochanan and the Korem (Herz Homberg's com.No.48)

        apply the prophecy [Is.53:12] to the Messiah. Ibid (p.413) -R.

        David Luzzatto.  Modern Hebrew word: to crucify - tselov, is

        the old Aramaic word: to hang; wherever the Tanakh speaks of

        hanging: taloh, the authoritative Aramaic translation is:

        tselov - Hebrew tselov from Heb. root, lit.: fixing wooden

        planks together. Heb. tselov used once in Dead Sea Scrolls:

        Nah. 2:12 = hanged alive, - crucify.   [Mark 15:32; Luke

        23:39-43]

MT27:45 [Amos 8:9; Mark 15:33-41; Luke 23:44-49]

MT27:46 [Heb.5:7; Ps.22:1]

MT27:48 [Ps.69:21; Mark 15:36; Luke 23:36; John 19:29]

MT27:50 [Dan.9:26; Zech.11:10-11; Matt.17:23; Mark 15:37; Luke 23:46;

        John 10:18, 19:30; 1Cor.15:3]

MT27:51 RABBINIC: Rabbi Kimchi (Tal.Bab.Treatise Yoma fol.39,col.2):

        Our Rabbis have handed down the tradition, that 40 years before

        the destruction of the Temple, the lot -(for the goat that was

        to be sacrificed on the day of Atonement), didn't come out on

        the right side. Neither did the scarlet tongue, - (that used to

        be fastened between the horns of the scapegoat - a scarlet

        cord), turn white.  (As according to tradition, it used to; to

        signify that the sins of the people were forgiven), neither did

        the western lamp burn; the doors of the Sanctuary also opened

        of their own accord....

             Just a coincidence that Yeshua Messiah had died & risen

        from the dead 40 years before the destruction of the Temple,

        the same time Talmud says that these things began to occur?!

        (Sabbath EnJ V.I p.173c).   [Ex.26:31; 2Chr.3:14; Zech.11:10;

        Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45; Heb.9:3]   {Shekalim 5:1, 8:5; Yoma

        5:1, 5:4; Tamid 7:1}

MT27:54 [Matt.14:33; Mark 15:39; Luke 23:47]

MT27:55 [Mark 15:41; Luke 8:2-3]

MT27:56 [Matt.28:1; Mark 15:40,47, 16:9l Luke 8:2; John 19:25, 20:1,18]

MT27:57 Arimathea - Town north of Lydda & east of Joppa.

        NOTE: Is.53:9 also Rabbinically applied; see also: Flavious

        Josephus (The Jewish War, Part 5, page 214f. & part 6, 5:3).

        [Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42]   {Sanhedrin 6:5}

MT27:60 [Is.53:9; Matt.26:12]   {Baba Bathra 2:9, 6:8; Sanhedrin 6:5;

        Oholoth 2:4}

MT27:62 NOTE: Tradition states: man was created on a Friday, man sinned

        on a Friday, so redemption will be on a Friday (II Baruch 23:

        4-7; Irenaeus Contra Haereses 5:23).

MT27:63 [Matt.16:21, 17:23, 20:19, 26:61; Mark 8:31, 10:34; Luke 9:22,

        13:33, 24:6-7; John 2:19]

MT27:66 [Dan.6:17]

MT28:1  NOTE: See commentary @ Mk.16:1.  [Matt.27:56,61; Mark 16:1-8;

        Luke 24:1-10; John 10:1-8]  {Berakhoth 2:5; Shabbath 2:7, 19:1;

        Taanith 4:3; Nedarim 8:1; Abodah Zarah 1:2}

MT28:2  [Mark 16:5; Luke 24:4; John 20:12]

MT28:3  [Dan.7:9, 10:6; Mark 9:3; John 20:12; Acts 1:10]

MT28:4  [Rev.1:17]

MT28:6  [Hos.6:2; Ps.16:10, 49:15; Matt.12:40, 16:21, 17:23, 20:19]

MT28:7  [Matt.26:32, 28:10,16; Mark 16:7]

MT28:9  [Mark 16:9; John 20:14]

MT28:10 [Ps.22:22; John 20:17; Rom.8:29; Heb.2:11]

MT28:16 [Matt.26:32, 28:7,10; Mark 14:28, 15:41, 16:7]

MT28:17 [John 20:24-29]

MT28:18 [Dan.7:13-14; Matt.11:27; Luke 1:32, 10:22; John 3:35; Acts

        2:36; Rom.14:9; 1Cor.15:27; Eph.1:10,21; Phil.2:9-10; Heb.1:2;

        1Pet. 3:22]

MT28:19 [Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47]   {Zebahim 4:6}

MT28:20 NOTE: In Burkitt's notes (v.1 pg. 173) we read: The invocation

        of the Trinity-<(Tri-Unity)> at Immersion is attested by the

        Acts of Thomas (pp.193,301,324), by the Doctrine of Addai (pp.

        20,30,34), and by Aphraates (p. 496).  The most striking

        formula is that in Acts of Thomas 324, as preserved in the 6th

        century palimpest fragments at Sinai (Studia Sinaitica ix 34),

        viz: "He (Thomas) made them go down to the water and said to

        them:  'In the Name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit - in Thy

        Name, Heavenly Speech.' "A phrase almost identical with that

        translated 'Heavenly Speech' occurs again in these Acts, p.

        250.

             But there is nothing to shew that these passages are not

        based on Liturgical rather than direct Biblical authority,

        except the Doctrine of Addai 20, which says:  "Thus were we

        commanded by Him, that we should immerse and absolve them that

        believe in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy

        Spirit."  [Acts 2:42, 4:31, 18:10, 23:11]

=======================================================================

                           COMMENTARY ON MARK

=======================================================================

MK1:2   {Yoma 6:2}

MK1:38  {Megillah 1:1, 1:3; Ketuboth 13:10}

MK2:25  Yeshua did not 'command' them to eat here; but I believe that

        Rabbinic Judaism makes allowance for eating produce of a field,

        while walking on the Shabbat, to satisfy ones hunger, - if one

        isn't harvesting to carry it away.  Regardless; Yeshua is

        appealing to the principle that danger to life superseded the

        Shabbat law, (Yoma 84b), and indeed all other obligations,

        (See: Maimonides, Hilkh. Shabb.ii.1 - Yad haCh. Vol.i part iii.

        p.141 a: 'The Shabbat is set aside on account of danger to

        life, as all other ordinances.' & note: Jer. Shabb.xiv.4 pp.

        14d, 15a; Jer. Shabb. xvi.1;) For a full and detailed treatment

        of this New Covenant passage, I'd direct one to read: The Life

        And Times Of Jesus The Messiah, by Alfred Edersheim, Book III

        page 51 on; and in: Jewish New Testament Commentary, by David

        H. Stern [ad loc].

MK3:17  {Aboth 2:8}

MK4:11  {Megillah 4:8; Sanhedrin 10:1}

MK4:29  {Kelim 13:1}

MK4:31  NOTE: Israeli mustard plant - grows to 10-12 feet.

MK6:3   {Ketuboth 5:5; Kiddushin 4:14}

MK6:9   {Shabbat 6:2; Yebamoth 12:1}

MK6:39  {Pesahim 7:13, 9:10}

MK7:18  Ryrie commentary says: ...cannot defile him, -  Foods declared

        to be 'unclean' are specified in Lev.11.  Jesus is here not

        abrogating the Law but making the point that sin comes from

        the heart.  Thus the defilement that came to a Jew who ate

        'unclean' food was caused not by the food itself but by the

        rebellious heart that acted in disobedience to God. [See MK7:19

        commentary below:]

MK7:19  This discussion with Scribes and P'rushim was concerning

        n'tilat-yadayim; and not the keeping of kosher. (See:

        commentary on Matt.15:2,11; & note this entire discussion in

        context with Matt.15:20.)

             Do to the serious issues implied here, we should look

        closer at this....

        First of all, the problem isn't so much with a difference

        between the Alexandrian and Receptus texts, as it is with a

        translator bias.  The translators of the Alexand. manusc.

        started it off by suggesting that the final phrase of vs. 19

        was Mark's comment that, Yeshua had declared all foods clean,

        and so adds words to have it say this as follows:

             (This He said), making all meats clean.

        The problem comes in, in that the word "clean" is actually in

        the Greek first, and can mean either cleanse or purge.  While

        both could be proper, [depending on the context], purge is much

        better.  That is what the KJV translates it as, as well as The

        Interlinear Bible by Hendrickson, which both follow the

        Receptus.  (The word 'meats', is better translated as 'foods',

        but meats is used to convey that thought in Old English.)

             1. The Interlinear Bible: ...goes out into the wastebowl,

             purging all the foods

             2. The King James Version: ...purging all the meats

        But, just because it is a Receptus text base, doesn't solve the

        translator's problem.  For example, Young, (author of Young's

        Concordance), translates it as the idea of cleansing all meats;

        and the NKJV says:

              1. NKJV ...(thus) purifying all foods

        And thus it totally destroys the context of what was said.  If

        you allow me a modern paraphrase, it might be something like

        trying to say:

              - what you eat enters the stomach, and goes into the

              toilet, and that makes all the food clean?!  <-{that goes

              into the toilet?!}

        Silly!  But, that is what they are trying to make Yeshua out to

        be saying.

        But again a modern paraphrase [following the lead of the KJV]:

              - what you eat enters the stomach, and goes into the

              toilet, and so the food is purged (from the system).

        Much better sense!  And I believe that is what was being said,

        that (if allowed a darash on the passage):

              - what enters the mouth is a visitor, but what leaves

              the mouth is a resident!

        And so I believe this captures the sense of the context the

        best.

        Stern, (following the Alexandrian text), in the Jewish New

        Testament, tries to reconcile the bad translator bias, into a

        statement that is in harmony with first century Judaic

        thought:

              1. (Thus He declared all foods ritually clean)

        But, this while addressing the issue of "FOODS", (which

        something had to be kosher to be considered a food in Judaic

        thought in the first place), and tying that in with the first

        question put to Yeshua, about n'tilat-yadayim, (ritual washing

        of hands, and NOT the washing of hands before eating non-

        kosher foods!) - This idea, (while supported by the context),

        is not supported by the manuscripts themselves.

             So..., we are left with the conclusion, I believe, that

        the KJV and The Interlinear Bible have captured the true

        meaning of what Yeshua actually said.

             The early Syriac/Biblical-Aramaic of Mark bears out the

        KJV reading too:

             1. thrown away and purged/cleansed (of) all foods. -(or in

             short, removed from the body. So that the body is

             cleansed; - NOT the thing thrown out into the 'toilet'!)

        [Acts 10:15; Rom.14:14,17,20; 1Tim.4:4; Titus 1:5]

MK7:21  {Aboth 2:9, 2:11, 5:19}

MK7:33  {Sanhedrin 10:1; Niddah 9:7}

MK8:31  He will revive us after two days; on the third day He will

        raise us up, and we shall live in His Presence. - Hosea 6:2

        (Lesser's).

        RABBINIC: This passage is applied to the resurrection and to

        the Messiah by R. Moses Hadarshan on Genesis 22:4. - Ber Rabbah

        (Frey)

MK9:18  {Erubin 4:1}

MK9:48  {Eduyoth 2:10}

MK9:49  {Shekalim 6:4, 8:8; Zebahim 6:5; Abodah Zarah 5:12}

MK10:12 {Yebamoth 13:14; 14:1}

MK10:21 NOTE: Jerusalem is 2500 feet above sea level; and the Dead Sea

        is the lowest elevation on earth.

MK11:10 {Aboth 5:4-5}

MK11:15 Tractate Rosh HaShanah 31 shows how unpopular the Temple-market

        was with the common people of Israel, where it is called the:

        'Bazaars of the sons of Annas'/Chanuyoth beney Chanan.

        (Referring to the sons of Annas the Cohen haGadol/high Priest.)

             This is the second time Yeshua purged the Temple area.

        [John 2:13-17]

MK11:16 {Berakhoth 9:5; Megillah 3:3}

MK11:25 {Berakhoth 5:1}

MK12:26 {Sanhedrin 6:2}

MK12:29 {Pesahim 4:8}

MK12:38 {Peah 4:3}

MK12:40 {Aboth 1:13, 4:5}

MK12:41 {Pesahim 5:10; Shekalim 4:4, 5:6, 6:5-6; Yoma 7:1; Sotah 7:7-8;

        Middoth 1:4, 2:3, 2:5-6, 4:3, 5:3-4, Kelim 1:8}

MK12:43 {Menahoth 13:11}

MK13:3  {Middoth 1:4, 2:4; Parah 3:9}

MK13:22 There have been several false-messiah's over the centuries,

        including now those who are trying to proclaim as 'Messiah'

        Rebbe Schneerson from Brooklyn.  But though the others have

        come and gone; only Yeshua/(Jesus) still, (& almost 2,000 years

        later), - is believed by many -(and now in increasing numbers)-

        of the Jewish people today to be the True Messiah!

MK13:34 {Maaseroth 3:5; Baba Bathra 1:5; Arakhin 9:6-7}

MK14:3  {Baba Kamma 8:7; Mikwaoth 9:5}

MK14:7  (Brechat Haner)

MK14:18 (@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS [after Karpas, Dipping of Parsley])

MK14:22 (@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN)

MK14:23 (@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION)

MK14:25 Note how the Amen/(verily) of Mk14:25a fits into the words of

        Yeshua concerning the cup in Mk14:23-24 as a closing phrase.

MK14:26 (AFTER THE HALLEL, [after reciting Psalms 118])

MK14:36 {Shabbat 1:9; Ketuboth 13:5; Sanhedrin 3:2, 4:5}

MK14:56 {Rosh haShanah 2:6}

MK14:61 {Berakhoth 7:3}

MK14:62 Following are only a few of such modern Rabbinic writers quotes

        about Yeshua:

             David Flusser, Professor of religious history at Hebrew

        University in Jerusalem: I do not think that many Jews would

        object if the  Messiah - when He came - was the Jew Jesus.

             "Jesus was a Jew and a Jew he remained till his last

        breath.  His one idea was to implant within his nation the idea

        of the coming of the Messiah and, by repentance and good works,

        hasten the 'end' ... 'In all this, Jesus is the most Jewish of

        Jews... more Jewish that Hillel...From the standpoint of

        general humanity, he is, indeed, 'a light to the gentiles'."

        Joseph Klausner/Professor at Hebrew University, Jerusalem and

        author; (Joseph Klausner,  Jesus of Nazareth {New York:

        Macmillan, 1925}, 363, 368, 374, 413.)

             Israeli scholar, Dr. Pinchas Lapide: In this respect you

        must believe me, for I do know my Talmud more or less.  ...

        This Jesus was as faithful to the Torah as I would hope to be.

        But I suspect that Jesus was more faithful to the Torah than I

        am - and I am an Orthodox Jew.

MK14:68 {Shebuoth 8:3, 8:6}

MK16:1  The first visit, @ Shabbat sunset [harmony with Mat.28:1]:

        There is no contradiction here, the phrase: "late in the

        Shabbat, at the dawning into the first of (the) week", is the

        beginning of: "when the Shabbat was past". This period is when

        the havdolah is done, the period "between the two evenings",

        when the sun has set, & before two stars have appeared in the

        sky.  They visited the tomb at sunset Friday, buying the

        spices, (perhaps after their visit), to take home to prepare to

        bring the next morning [v.2], {they would've noticed the stone

        at this time of course}.  And you'll note that Mark in the very

        next verse, records the next visit in the early morning, from

        right before dawn, unto the dawn. -{Dawn here [v.2] being

        literal, whereas the "dawning" in verse 1, implies the

        'beginning' of the first day at sunset.}, when they had

        prepared the spices they had bought before [v.1].  While Mark

        jumps from the first visit to the second, Matthew records the

        events that happened after the first visit, and before the

        second - then continues with the conversation of the second

        visit: ... and the angel ANSWERED .... {Shabbath 23:4-5}

MK16:2  (See commentary @ Luke 24:1) [John 20:1a]

MK16:15 {Aboth 1:12, 2:11, 3:10, 4:1, 4:6, 6:1}

=======================================================================

                           COMMENTARY ON LUKE

=======================================================================

LK1:1   Luke is often said by some to be the 'Good-News to the Goyim/

        Gentiles', and the only scroll in Scripture not written by a

        Jew.  However, there is no evidence that Luke was Greek.  It

        was a common practice for Jewish people to take Greek names

        during the 1st Century and even before. (One example that many

        will recall is the time that in appreciation for Alexander not

        destroying Israel on his conquest, the Jewish people told him

        they would name every male child born that year with the first

        name of Alexander.)  Origin states that Luke is the cousin of

        Sha'ul, (Rom.16:21b  "...Lucius ... my kinsmen.")  Others have

        felt that Luke was one of the 70 sent out by Yeshua.

LK1:3   Perhaps part of the reason for the character of Lukes Good-News

        account can be shown in that until recently it was unknown just

        who this "Theophilos" was.  It is now known that he was the

        'Cohen haGadol/High Priest' in 37 A.D., son of Cohen haGadol

        Anan, and brother-in-law to Kayafa, (Judaism And The Origins Of

        Christianity, by Dr. David Flusser, Magnes Press, Hebrew

        University, Jerusalem, Israel. page 172).  This being the case,

        that the letter was addressed to a leading Priest of the era,

        it would explain why certain Judaic ideas are explained in such

        simple terms, (as might be needed to explain them to Goyim/

        Gentiles), as the leading/head Cohanim/Priests by the 1st Cent.

        had become ignorant of much of Judaism, (beyond their Temple

        function requirements, which Edersheim, in Life & Times Of

        Jesus The Messiah, points out the high Priest had to be taught

        his specific duties on Yom Kippur just to get by!), and were

        more interested in acquiring wealth and favor with the Romans,

        than in Judaism.  Perhaps as well, part of Luke's reasons for

        writing to the high Priest was due to the many Cohanim/Priests

        that had become Messianic Believers, (AC6:7).  This would also

        show why so much of Luke's Good-News account is centered around

        the Temple and practices surrounding It in his account; more so

        than the three Good-News accounts.  [See Acts 1:1]

LK1:5   {Bikkurim 3:2; Shekalim 5:1-2; Yoma 2:1-4; Sukkah 5:7-8;

        Taanith 4:1-4; Baba Kamma 9:12; Tamid 1:2, 2:5, 3:1, 5:2, 5:6}

LK1:9   {Shekalim 5:1; Yoma 3:11; Tamid 3:1, 3:6-7, 3:9, 5:4-6, 6:1-3}

LK1:10  {Shekalim 5:1; Sotah 7:6; Tamid 7:2-4}

LK1:11  {Yoma 5:1}

LK1:15  {Nazir 1:1-5, 2:10, 3:4, 4:6, 6:1-5; Makkoth 3:1, 3:7-8}

LK1:17  In the Tanakh which is quoted here, (Mal.4:5/(3:23-24), it is

        "before YHVH", and in Luke, also before Messiah, - showing the

        understanding that HaMashiach/The-Messiah is Divine!

LK1:21  {Yoma 5:1}

LK1:28  {Berakhoth 9:5}

LK1:32  This Aramaic Dead Sea fragment, sigulm 4Q246 from Qumran says:

             "[X] shall be great upon the earth.  [O King all (people)

             shall] make [peace], and all shall serve [Him.  He shall

             be called the Son of] the [G]reat [God], and by His Name

             shall He be hailed (as) the Son of God, and they shall

             call Him Son of the Most High."

        In both this fragment that is quite like LK.1:32,35, we are

        told in both here and Luke that he will be "great"; that he

        will be "called" "Son of the Most High" and "Son of God."  This

        is the first time that the term "Son of God" has been found in

        any ancient Israeli text outside of the Bible.  Before this

        discovery, some scholars had stated that the origin of terms

        like these were from Hellenistic usage outside of Israel, and

        therefore showed a later usage in Christian development.  Now

        we know for sure that these terms were indeed a part of

        Messianic Judaism's original Jewish heritage.

             RABBINIC: For unto us a Son is born, to us a Son is given:

        and He shall receive the Torah upon Him to keep It; and His

        Name is called from the old, Wonderful, Counselor, ELOHA, The

        Mighty, Abiding to Eternity, The Messiah, because peace shall

        be multiplied on us in His Days. - Targum Jonathan / Is.9:6.

LK1:35  See commentary on Luke 1:32.

LK1:62  {Gittin 5:7}

LK1:63  {Shabbath 1:3, 12:4-5, 23:2; Yoma 3:9; Rosh ha-Shanah 2:8;

        Yebamoth 6:4; Sotah 2:5; Aboth 3:16; Kelim 13:2, 17:17, 24:7;

LK1:74  {Sotah 5:5}

LK2:1   Several sources list 4 or 5 B.C. as the time of Yeshua's

        birth.  (Edersheim gives 5 B.C., late in the year, which would

        still be 4 B.C. by the Jewish calendar. Halley's Bible Handbook

        gives 4 B.C., Unger's Bible Handbook gives 4 or 5 B.C., etc...)

        Halley's Bible Handbook states:  WHY CHRIST WAS BORN 4 YEARS

        'BC' PG.394 P.3.  When Christ was born time was reckoned in the

        Roman Empire from the founding of the city of Rome.  When

        Christianity became the universal religion over what had been

        the Roman world, a monk named Dionysius Exigus, at the request

        of the Emperor Justinian, made a calendar, 526 A.D. reckoning

        time from the birth of Christ, to supersede the Roman calendar.

        Long after the Christian calendar had replaced the Roman

        calendar it was found that Dionysius had made a mistake in

        placing the birth of Christ in 753 from the founding of Rome.

        It should have been about 749, or a year or two earlier.

             One source also lists the slaughter of the children in 3

        B.C., and Herod's death that same year.

LK2:8   The Talmud forbids the keeping of sheep within a given distance

        of Jerusalem, and Beit-Lechem falls within that restricted

        area.  It was allowed in a field there, (Migdol Edere), where

        the Pesach/ Temple lambs were kept, but during the season of

        that Feast.  {Betzah 5:7; Kiddushin 4:14; Baba Kamma 6:1, 7:7,

        10:8-9; Baba Metzia 7:8; Sanhedrin 3:3}

LK2:11  In v.9 & v.11 both have: Gr-Kurios=Lord, again showing the

        Divinity of Messiah, as during the same angelic statement, The

        Name is applied both to YHVH/HaShem and HaMashiach/The-Messiah.

LK2:22  {Sotah 1:5; Bekhoroth 8:1, 8:4-8; Tamid 5:6}

Lk2:24  {Shebuoth 3:7; Horayoth 2:7; Hullin 1:5; Kerithoth 2:3-4}

LK2:25  {Sotah 9:6, 9:15}

LK2:41  {Moed Katan 1:7; Higigah 1:1-2, 1:4-5}

Lk2:42  In Sephardi custom today the Bar-Mitzvah for males is at 12; in

        the Ashkenazi custom at age 13.  {Berakhoth 3:3; Shabbath 16:6;

        Yoma 8:4; Sukkah 2:8, 3:15; Higigah 1:1; Aboth 5:21; Niddah

        5:6, 6:11}

LK2:43  {Zehahim 11:7}

LK2:44  {Maaser Sheni 5:2; Pesahim 9:2; Bikkurim 3:2}

LK2:46  {Yoma 7:1; Aboth 5:7, 6:5}

LK2:52  {Shekalim 3:2; Aboth 3:10}

LK3:13  {Baba Kamma 10:1-2}

LK4:19  Note that Yeshua stopped reading here (Is.61:1-2) before "and

        the Day of vengeance".  Showing two appearances of Messiah: the

        First with Mercy (as reflected in attribute by YHVH); and

        the Second with Judgement (as reflected in attribute by

        Elohim).

LK4:29  {Sanhedrin 9:6}

LK6:22  {Sotah 3:5; Arakhin 3:5}

LK6:38  {Baba Bathra 5:11; Aboth 5:22; Tamid 5:4}

LK7:2   {Berakhoth 2:7}

LK7:14  {Aboth 2:4}

LK7:37  {Ketuboth 8:6}

LK8:3   {Sukkah 2:6}

LK9:29  RABBINIC:  God will set His own crown upon the head of King

        Messiah, and clothe Him with honor and majesty...Midrash

        Tehillim on Ps.21:3...Rabbi Hann in the name of Rabbi Aha;

        continues the thought...God will bestow a portion of His

        supernatural glory on Messiah....  The Midrash then continues

        with two designations of Messiah; YHVH/HaShem, a man of war

        and YHVH/HaShem, is our righteousness.

LK9:62  {Aboth 3:7}

LK10:1  The 70, (even as a Sanhedrin of Messiah).  [Mt 18:18 (Bind/

        loose - also a Mishnaic type expression of authority); Acts

        15:6-29]  {Sanhedrin 1:6}

LK10:16 {Aboth 4:12}

LK10:20 {Aboth 2:1; 3:16}

LK10:21 {Berakhoth 5:3}

LK10:26 {Abodah Zarah 2:5}

LK10:30 {Berakhoth 1:3; Peah 1:4; Peshahim 4:5, 4:8; Yoma 3:8, 4:2,

        6:2; Abodah Zarah 2:6}

LK10:31 {Nazir 7:1; Gittin 5:8; Kiddushin 4:1-3; Horayoth 3:8}

LK10:34 {Pesahim 4:5, 4:8; Kiddushin 4:12; Abodah Zarah 2:1}

LK10:38 {Yebamoth 6:4}

LK10:39 {Aboth 1:4}

LK10:42 {Peah 1:1; Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth 2:8, 3:2-3, 3:7, 4:10}

LK11:22 {Aboth 3:16}

LK11:27 {Aboth 2:8}

LK11:39 {Kelim 25:1, 25:4}

LK11:41 {Aboth 5:13}

LK11:42 {Shebiith 9:1}

LK11:44 NOTE: Stepping on a grave, even unknowingly, defiled a person

        (Num.19:16).

LK12:6  {Taanith 3:8}

LK12:38 While this is not doctrine, an interesting notion: first/second

        /third, also suggesting perhaps: pre/post/mid (?)

LK12:47 {Shabbath 7:1; Sotah 9:15; Makkoth 3:7-8, 12:53}

LK13:1  {Zebahim 3:1}

LK13:2  {Peah 8:9; Shabbath 2:6; Aboth 5:8}

LK13:6  {Kilaim 6:4}

LK13:7  {Baba Kamma 8:6}

LK13:8  {Shebiith 2:2}

LK13:14 {Shabbath 5:1-4, 7:2, 15:1; Erubin 2:1, Betzah 5:7}

LK13:32 {Aboth 4:15}

LK13:33 {Sanhedrin 1:5, 11:1, 11:5-6}

LK13:35 For many days shall the children of Israel abide without a

        King, and without a Prince, and without a Sacrifice, and

        without a  standing image, and without an ephod, and without a

        teraphim.  After that will the children of Israel return and

        seek for The-Lord their God, and David their King,....  -Hosea

        3:4-5, Lesser's.

        RABBINIC: David their King is this Messiah, like, "My servant

        David shall be their King forever."  - Ibn Ezra

LK14:1  {Demai 4:2, 4:4, 5:1, 7:1}

LK14:9  {Parah 3:3}

LK14:13 {Aboth 1:5}

LK14:16 {Rosh ha-Shanah 2:5}

LK14:19 {Abodah Zarah 1:6}

LK15:7  {Sukkah 5:4; Baba Metzia 4:10}

LK15:13 {Yebamoth 2:9, 4:6, 10:1, 10:3-4, 15:1, 15:6, 15:8-10}

LK15:16 {Maaseroth 3:4; Shabbath 24:2}

LK15:18 {Yoma 8:9}

LK16:7  {Baba Metzia 5:9}

LK16:9  {Yoma 8:9; Sotah 1:7; Kiddushin 1:10; Aboth 2:16, 3:5, 3:7-8,

        4:4-5}

LK16:12 {Demai 2:2}

LK16:20 {Ketuboth 7:9}

LK16:22 Avraham's bosom mentioned in: 49 Qidd. 72b. Pesiqta Rabbati @

        43 (ed. Friedmann 180b).

LK17:3  {Baba Kamma 8:7}

LK17:6  {Baba Bathra 2:11}

LK17:10 {Aboth 2:8}

LK17:32 {Berakhoth 9:2}

LK18:3  {Aboth 1:8}

LK18:9  {Aboth 2:4}

LK18:11 {Aboth 2:13}

LK18:12 {Taanith 4:6; Baba Bathra 5:10}

LK18:14 {Yoma 8:8-9}

LK19:8  {Baba Kamma 7:7}

LK19:9  {Baba Kamma 8:6;  Baba Metzia 7:1; Aboth 5:19}

LK19:20 {Baba Metzia 3:10}

LK21:24 NOTE: "Time of the gentiles". - In context perhaps starting

        with Nebuchadnezzar 587 B.C. taking Jerusalem; but then from

        70 A.D. & continues into the "tribulation", especially in

        ref. to the Temple area.  (Rev. 11:2).

LK22:14 (Brechat Haner)

LK22:15 (@ KIDDUSH 1ST CUP-OF BLESSING)

LK22:17 [See: Matt.26:29]

LK22:19 (@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN)

        'this do for My remembrance', which is an alternate reading

        supported by the Greek is interesting in that the Communion

        being a part of the Pesach Seder, it was remembrance of

        atonement, perhaps not only for us, but possibly God

        remembering His Covenant {?}  So was the Communion not only for

        our remembrance, but, (in this sense), possibly for Messiah's

        as well.  Perhaps the idea is as in God remembering His

        Covenant during the Temple sacrifices, as is shown to us in

        Tanakh.  As Yeshua was there saying this, it was not meaning in

        a lit. physical; but yet it was in a real and True Spiritual

        sense - (note together with the statement in John 6:63).  This

        would in no way have involved any suggestion to violate the

        Torah of course.  [Matt.26:26; Mk.14:22; 1Cor.11:24]   {Pesahim

        10:6}

LK22:20 (@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION)

LK22:23 (AFTER THE HALLEL, [after reciting Psalms 118])  The Hallel was

        at the closing of the Seder.  This would have been the proper

        time for the Talmidim 'examine themselves' entering into

        discussion, including the dispute concerning 'who of them seems

        to be the greater'.  So, I would put the entire discussion in

        Luke and Yochanan/John after the Hallel, and before they

        departed for the Mount of Olives.  At first glance it would

        seem to appear that Luke, contrary to the other three Good News

        accounts, has the betrayal after the Communion.  This however

        does not bear out in a contextual Harmony reading.  Please note

        that Lukes has the disciples disputing about other things, (not

        in a state of grief as when they first learned of the betrayer

        as in the other accounts).  For these reasons, I would place

        Lukes statements as a reflection after the Seder had finished,

        and this only requires that the words stated by Yeshua from

        Tanakh earlier, be looked at as a re-cap of the prior event [in

        Luke] in which case I believe shows the entire Good News four

        accounts in perfect agreement.  [Matt.26:30a; Mk.14:26a]

LK22:27 {Berakhoth 6:6, 7:1; Pesahim 7:13, 10:1}

LK22:35 (RIGHT BEFORE LEAVING THE SEDER)

LK22:67 NOTE: Luke mentions that they waited till morning for this

        judgement of the full Sanhedrin.  According to the rules of the

        Sanhedrin, no capital punishment judgement could be held at

        night, and the Good-News account bring out that they at least

        waited for the dawn to do this.  (Being after the time of the

        Seder, and then with the time in the Garden, and the time taken

        to lead Yeshua away - by the time the full Sanhedrin assembled

        in would have been in the time frame that we see in fact it did

        occur - at dawn.)  But this partial Sanhedrin that met first as

        a "Beit-Din" was really against the operational rules for the

        Sanhedrin, and shouldn't have been meeting at night - which

        only goes to show that they were so anxious to prosecute Yeshua

        that they met in this way, to take advantage of arresting

        Yeshua outside of Jerusalem and away from the crowds and most

        of His followers, though it involved circumventing Law and

        halachah.  Talmud also mentions this first century A.D.

        Sanhedrin before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., as

        being a corrupt "bloody Sanhedrin".  However, we do know that

        there were at least two who believed in Yeshua and were in, or

        associated with, the Sanhedrin (Yosef of Ramatyim [Luke 23:

        50-51]; Nakdimon [John 3:1, 7:50]).

LK23:34 {Makkoth 2:5}

LK24:1  Together with Mark 16:2 & John 20:1a (harmony - The second

        visit, beginning right before dawn): The phrase "they came unto

        the tomb when the sun was risen", shows that they left when it

        was still dark, in accord with Yochanan/John's account, who

        simply records Mary Magdalene's viewpoint, who is also the

        subject of his account on her second visit.  The fact the other

        two aren't mentioned, doesn't mean that they weren't there of

        course, rather, Yochanan simply considers Miryam Magdalene the

        main character of this action, & perhaps, is giving direct

        quotations of her sightings of the events of the day, which to

        her of course the main focus would be Yeshua and those events

        directly related to Him.  Of course from the two visit times

        mentioned in Mark {16:1-2}, we see that this was the second

        visit.

LK24:13 {Arakhin 2:4; Kerithoth 3:7}

LK24:16 {Sanhedrin 7:11}

LK24:17 {Aboth 3:7}

LK24:26 {Yoma 8:8}

LK24:44 "Torah of Moshe, and the Prophets, and the Psalms" - Torah,

        Nevi'im, K'tuvim/<Writings>-(Psalms heading the scroll of the

        Writings): The Tanakh (O.T.).

LK24:49 {Aboth 6:1}

LK24:51 [Acts 1:9]

=======================================================================

                     COMMENTARY ON YOCHANAN / JOHN

=======================================================================

JN1:1   [Midrash Ecah (1:51)]: ...What is the Name of King Messiah?  To

        this answered Rabbi Abba bar Kahana: YHVH/HaShem is His Name,

        for it is written (Jer.23:6): 'This is the Name whereby He

        shall be called: 'YHVH/HaShem Zidkenu'. As Rabbi Levi said,

        "Happy is the country that it's name is the name of its King,

        and its King the same as its God. Happy is the country that

        it's name is the same as it's King as it says, 'And the name of

        the city from that day shall be, YHVH/Hashem is there

        (Ez. 48:35)'.  The Name of the King is as the Name of it's God

        as it says, 'And this is the Name you shall call Him: YHVH/

        Hashem Zidkenu.'

        NOTE: In above that Messiah is given the full Tetragrammaton in

        His Name.  Never is any created man spoken of in Tanakh or the

        Brit HaChadashah as having the very Name of YHVH/HaShem.  Yet

        we see both the Angel of YHVH/The-LORD-(See: Metatron,Tzimtzim)

        and The-Messiah/HaMashiach given this Name! The conclusions are

        obvious to all who care to see it.

        While at first glance the following might seem to be against

        the Tri-Unity of YHVH Elohim from a Rabbinic standpoint; if one

        carefully considers the implications of what exactly is being

        said here, it becomes obvious that the Rabbi's were struggling

        with this idea presented to them; and that very early the

        concept did exist, and was having to be dealt with in an early

        post 1st Century conversation with Messianic/Natzratim Jews. If

        one is to believe the context of the passage, it is even shown

        to be a much earlier debate, with even Moshe himself

        considering the implications of this passage in Beresheet!...

        RABBINIC: Rabbi Samuel bar Nahman in the name of Rabbi Jonathan

        said, that at the time when Moses wrote the Torah, writing a

        portion of it daily, when he came to this verse, [Gen. 1:26],

        which says, `And Elohim said, let Us make man in Our image

        after Our likeness,' Moses said, Master of the Universe why do

        You give herewith an excuse to the sectarians, (who believe in

        the Tri-Unity of God), God answered Moses, You write and

        whoever wants to err let him err.  This idea is also discussed

        in: (B.Rabba 8,9) a discussion (with the minim) on the Tri-

        Unity concerning: Let Us make man Our image according to Our

        likeness... and Elohim (being a plural form).  (See also:

        Commentary on Matt. 3:17, 21:16) [Isaiah 48:16] {Aboth 4:22}

        {The following is from an excellent article, researched and

        written by -James White, B.A., M.A.; on Open Bible national BBS

        echo,  - Origin: Pros Apologian--Defending the Faith

        (602)264-9927 (1:114/105.0).  The full text-file,

        (YHVH_3_1.TXT), is also available for down-load on MIDRASH BBS

        /Denver Colo. (303) 289-6864 @ 9600 baud.}:

             "The final phrase, kai theos en ho logos, presents a

        syntactical arrangement in which the term theos is emphasized.

        At the same time, the sentence is copulative, and the presence

        of the article with logos simply sets it out as the subject of

        the sentence.  Much has been said concerning the lack of the

        article with Theos[*] but that discussion is beyond the scope

        of this paper. Basically, the construction 1) avoids modalism

        (i.e., the Word is not said to be completely co-extensive with

        theos) and 2) teaches that the Word has the same nature as God

        (a point that Paul will reiterate in Philippians).

             *) See F. F. Bruce, The Gospel of John (Grand Rapids: Wm.

        B. Eerdman's Publishing Company, 1983) p. 31, or Leon Morris,

        The Gospel According to John, (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdman's

        Publishing Company, 1971) pg. 77 for a discussion of some of

        the issues involved in the translation of this phrase.  Most

        notably, the New World Translation of the Watchtower Bible and

        Tract Society mistranslates the phrase as "the Word was a

        god." "

JN1:2   {Aboth 3:14}

JN1:3   {Aboth 3:14}

JN1:4   {Aboth 3:14}

JN1:9   {Rosh haShanah 1:2}

JN1:11  {Aboth 6:10}

JN1:29  {Pesahim 7:7; Shebuoth 1:6, 1:7}

JN1:39  NOTE: 10th hour = Roman/10am - Jewish/4pm.

JN1:45  {Aboth 2:13}

JN1:48  {Yebamoth 12:6}

JN1:51  {Hagigah 2:1}

JN2:1   {Demai 4:2; Shebiith 9:2; Pesahim 3:7; Betzah 5:2; Taanith 4:8;

        Yebamoth 2:3-4, 2:6, 6:4-6, 7:1, 8:2-3, 13:1-2, 13:6, 15:3}

        Ketuboth 1:1-2, 1:5, 4:2-4, 4:7-8, 4:10-12, 5:1-2, 6:1, 6:3,

        6:5-6, 7:1, 7:7, 8:1, 8:3, 8:5-6, 11:1, 13:5; Nedarim 10:5;

        Gittin 6:2; Kiddushin 1:1, 2:1, 2:5-6, 3:7; Baba Bathra 9:5,

        9:9, 10:4, 10:7; Aboth 5:21; Oholoth 18:9; Niddah 4:2}

JN2:4   {Shabbath 1:4; Nedarim 1:1; Zabim 5:12}

JN2:6   {Betzah 2:2-3; Kelim 10:1; Parah 3:2-3; Tebul Yom 1:1}

JN2:8   {Sukkah 2:9}

JN2:10  {Aboth 4:20}

JN2:20  {Eduyoth 8:6}

JN3:1   {Aboth 4:20}

JN3:5   Some try to make Yeshua out to be saying here that He is

        referring to both (mikveh) immersion in water, and immersion in

        the Spirit.  Rather than give a lengthy opinion on this, (which

        several others have already given commentary on), I'll simply

        state that I believe the comment is on natural birth then on

        Spiritual birth from Above.  -Which is why Nakdimon questions:

        '... a second time enter his mother's womb'; and that Yeshua

        trying to show him that simply being born Jewish is not enough

        on its own, to merit the Kingdom of Elohim. [See commentary on

        Matt.3:9]

JN3:6   {Bekhoroth 1:2}

JN3:14  {Rosh ha-Shanah 3:8}

JN3:33  {Kiddushin 4:5}

JN4:1   {Aboth 1:1}

JN4:5   {Shekalim 5:1; Menahoth 10:2}

JN4:6   NOTE: 6th hour = Roman/6pm - Jewish/12noon.

JN4:10  {Aboth 1:11, 6:5}

JN4:20  NOTE: The Samaritans had built a temple on Mt. Gerizim.

JN4:18  {Yebamoth 10:3}

JN4:27  {Aboth 1:5}

JN4:35  {Menahoth 8:2}

JN4:52  {Berakhoth 1:2; Pesahim 1:4, 5:1; Sanhedrin 5:3}

JN5:2   {Megillah 1:8, 2:1-2; Gittin 9:6, 9:8; Sotah 7:2, 7:7-8, 8:1;

        Yadaim 4:5}

JN5:10  {Shabbath 1:1, 1:4, 6:1-9, 7:3, 8:1, 9:5, 10:1-3, 10:5, 24:1;

        Erubin 4:5, 4:7, 10:1}

JN5:18  {Sanhedrin 2:5}

JN5:30  {Aboth 3:16}

JN5:31  {Ketuboth 2:9}

JN5:45  {Aboth 4:11}

JN6:1   NOTE: 1st called: Lake Gennesaret; then: Sea of Galilee; then

        later: Sea of Tiberias - after a city built on its shore by

        Herod Antipas in honor of emperor Tiberius.

JN6:1   {Shabbath 3:5; Erubin 5:8; Taanith 4:7; Megillah 1:1; Negaim

        9:1; Makshirin 6:7}

JN6:9   {Sotah 2:1; Shebuoth 3:2}

JN6:63  See commentary on Luke 22:19 above.

JN7:4   {Aboth 4:4}

JN7:22  This ruling on Brit-milah cited by Yeshua, is found discussed

        in the Oral Law.  {See: Shabbot 18:3,5 & 19:1-3,5; Yoma 8:6}

JN7:37  This 'Water Liabation' that Yeshua identifies Himself with

        during the Feast of Sukkot, [Jn.7:37-39], is shown in the Oral

        Law.  {SEE: m. Sukkot 4:5-7,9; & Sukkah 52a}

JN7:38  {Aboth 2:8, 6:1}

JN7:49  {Berakhoth 7:1-2; Demai 2:2-3, 2:12, 3:1, 4:2, 4:5-6, 6:6-7,

        7:1; Shebiith 5:9; Maaseroth 5:3; Sukkah 3:10; Hagigah 2:7;

        Yebamoth 6:2-5; Ketuboth 7:6; Sotah 9:15; Shebuoth 2:2;

        Sanhedrin 10:2; Eduyoth 1:14; Aboth 2:5, 3:10, 5:10; Horayoth

        3:8; Bekhoroth 4:10; Kelim 10:1; Tohoroth 4:5, 7:3, 7:5, 7:7,

        8:1-3; Makshirin 6:2, 6:4}

JN8:5   {Sanhedrin 7:3-4, 7:9, 11:1, 11:6}

JN8:6   {Shabbath 12:5}

JN8:7   {Sanhedrin 6:4}

JN8:13  {Rosh haShanah 3:1; Ketuboth 2:9}

JN8:21  RABBINIC: Midrash Ruth (5:6): R. Berekiah said in the name of

        R. Levi: The future Redeemer (The Messiah) will be like the

        former redeemer (Moshe).  Just as the former redeemer revealed

        himself and later was hidden from them... so the future

        Redeemer will be revealed to them, and then hidden from them.

        [John 8:21-24, 14:28, 16:5-11]

JN8:32  {Baba Kamma 8:6}

JN8:39  {Aboth 5:19}

JN9:4   {Aboth 2:15}

JN9:6   {Shabbath 7:2, 14:4, 24:3}

JN9:7   {Hagigah 1:1; Zabim 1:5}

JN9:24  {Sanhedrin 6:2}

JN9:28  {Aboth 1:12, 5:19}

JN9:41  {Aboth 4:13}

JN10:1  NOTE: In Philo, God is referred to as Shepherd.  The Cohanim/

        (Priests) were referred to as shepherd-priests.  The sheepfold

        pen was a place of confinement for sheep - sometimes made of

        wood, more often of stone; sometimes completely enclosed with

        a roof. - Has two doors: one large and one small-(called the

        tithe door), which one sheep at a time could go through.  There

        were more than one man's sheep kept there; and only the sheep

        belonging to one shephard would come when he called them.

        {Baba Kamma 6:1}

JN10:12 {Baba Metzia 7:8-9}

JN10:22 This is the Festival of Hanukkah, which is not mentioned in

        Tanakh, (O.T.), but instituted in 165 B.C. by Judas Massabeus

        commemorating the cleansing of the Temple after its desecration

        by Antiochus Epiphanes.  Mentioned in the Apocrypha (1Macc.

        4:52-59), and in the Rabbinic writings.   {Rosh haShanah 1:3;

        Taanith 2:10; Megillah 3:6; Moed Katan 3:9; Baba Kamma 6:6}

JN10:33 {Sanhedrin 9:6}

JN11:18 {Yoma 6:4}

JN11:39 {Yebamoth 16:3}

JN11:54 {Menahoth 8:1}

JN12:6  {Gittin 3:3; Baba Metzia 1:8}

JN12:15 The Torah requires that the Pesach/Passover lamb be selected on

        the 10th of Nissan, at which time it is brought into the house

        of the family that will be sacrificing it.  The time of

        Yeshua's entry into Yerushalayim also aligns with the 10th of

        Nissan.

JN12:20 {Shekalim 1:5, 7:6; Menahoth 5:3, 5:5-6, 6:1; Menahoth 9:8;

        Middoth 2:3; Kelim 1:8}

JN12:43 {Baba Metzia 2:11; Aboth 2:10, 4:1, 4:5, 4:12, 4:21, 6:3;

        Kerithoth 6:9}

JN13:2  (@ URCHATZ, WASHING OF THE HANDS:)  The entire Supper is also

        called the Seder, [or order].

             The translation of 'having occurred', could be seen as an

        attempt to reconcile with the Luke reading of the denial, but

        please note, (in: Lk22:23,21-22,24 commentary), that I do not

        feel that this is justified.  So then: 'being in progress', or,

        'occurring' I believe would be a better understanding, and

        gives an alignment of all the Good-News accounts.

JN13:4  I place this as the Urchatz washing rather than the later, due

        to the lack of mention of the blessing being said.  In addition

        as it fits in well with the rest of the Gospel accounts order.

        It is also interesting to note that Kefa was surprised that

        Yeshua would wash his feet, being not only the duty of a

        servant, but being the part of the Seder where the hands were

        first washed.   {Shabbath 22:5}

JN13:5  {Ketuboth 5:5; Yadaim 4:1}

JN13:16 Verily, verily, should be read: amen and amen, when it appears.

        It is a closing rather than an introduction, which would give

        stress to the just prior comments, rather than used as an

        introduction.  This is a common Hebrew expression.

JN13:18 (@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS [after Karpas, Dipping of Parsley])

JN13:19 Note the emphasis in the Greek with 'I AM', in: The Interlinear

        Bible/Hendrickson.

JN13:20 Noting that in verse 21 Yeshua is troubled, one is almost led

        to the conclusion that this statement in v.20, was a reminder

        to the Talmidim, of the event spoken of in Mk.9:37.

JN13:23 Yochanan/John would have been on the right side of Yeshua, in

        order to have leaned back on Yeshua's bosom, and Judas on the

        left.

JN13:26 (@KORECH BITTER-HERBS WITH CHAROSET [after Maror Bitter-herbs])

        I chose the dish being spoken of here as Korech, as not only

        does this fit all the accounts, but also show Judas keeping the

        very basic requirements of the Pesach as in Jer.Chall.57b (& so

        statement by Hillel while the Temple stood), the 'sop'

        containing a piece of the Pesach Lamb and Matzah with Bitter-

        herbs.  This would also cause less surprise when he left the

        Sedar at this point [See:Jn13:29 commentary].

        This also brings to mind 'having a taste of righteousness...'.

        Also it would be before Judas partook of the Passover meal

        proper, and the Communion, (which makes better theological

        sense), and fits all the Good-News accounts in this regard,

        (including Luke's account I believe. [See: Lk22:23,21-22,24

        Commentary]).   [Tanakh on betrayal Ps.41:9]   Matzah=unleaven

        bread -[Ex.12:17-20].

JN13:27 Note the order that I believe the statements of this verse, and

        Mt26:25, occurred (in the MNV Harmony).  If in this order, it

        would indicate yet another reason that the Talmidim wouldn't

        have reacted to Judas' response, as Judas in Mt26:25, would be

        answering the statement from Yeshua in Jn13:27.

        'That thou doest, do quickly', is interesting in that Judas

        when leaving the Seder would be faced with a decision, -to wait

        until the members of the Sanhedrin finished their Seder or, -to

        go 'quickly' to them, which would have caused them to hurry and

        finish their Seder to assemble to arrest Him.  Had he not gone

        early, the time-table would have been thrown off, and Yeshua

        would have been arrested later, which could have resulted in

        His not being crucified at the time of the Evening Sacrifice,

        etc..  So, Yeshua's statement shows not only having knowledge

        of the betrayal, but of all elements in the necessary timing of

        the betrayal to fulfill Prophecy, knowing before-hand in the

        Spirit.

JN13:29 The provision and preparation of the needful food, and of all

        that was needful for the feast was allowed on the 15th Nisan

        expressly in the Mishnah.  This would have been especially so

        when the 1st day of the feast was followed by a Shabbat. -{Life

        & Times/Eders. Book5:10,508} The Temple-gates were opened at

        midnight to prepare for the offering of the Chagigah, or

        festive sacrifice, and the remainder of which was was

        afterwards eaten at a festive meal.-[Note: Yochanan/John 18:28

        (not the Pesach meal)].  The poor who gathered around the

        Temple might then seek to obtain the help of the charitable.

JN13:30 And it was {became(?)} night, seems to be not only descriptive

        of the time that it was, but possibly as being early in the

        Seder.  Yochanan was telling us that it had JUST become, or

        just entered into night, (or the sun had not long ago set),

        which at the time that Judas left would also have been the

        case.

JN13:31 (@ SHULAN ORECH, THE PESACH-SUPPER/MEAL)

JN13:35 {Aboth 5:19}

JN14:9  RABBINIC:  [On Is.9:6; R. Ibn Ezra:] ...There are some

        interpreters who say that 'Wonderful, Everlasting Father' are

        Names of God and only 'Prince of Peace' is the Name of the

        Child.  But according to my view the interpretation is right

        (which says): all are the Names of the Child.

JN14:16 {Aboth 4:11}

JN15:16 {Aboth 1:6}

JN16:2  {Sanhedrin 9:6}

JN16:32 RABBINIC: But the wise man, R. Abraham Ben Ezra, has

        interpreted this prophecy of the great wars which shall be in

        all the world in the days of the Messiah the Son of Joseph....

             The Messiah therefore is the Person to be smitten before

        the scattering of the sheep. [R. Kimchi / ref. Zech. 13:7 (pp.

        171/McCaul)].

             I fear, O my Lord, that that which Zechariah, the prophet

        said, 'I will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock

        shall be scattered,' was fulfilled when we smote the Shepherd

        of those little ones, and holy apostles. - R. Samuel

        Marochinanus, apud Burkium in loco e Mullero.

             (These above given from: The Messiah Of The Tanach Targums

        Talmuds)

JN18:1  {Yoma 5:6; Meilah 3:3; Middoth 3:2}

JN18:13 {Kerithoth 1:7}

JN18:18 {Tamid 1:1}

JN19:28 {Tamid 3:4}

JN19:29 {Kelim 9:4; Negaim 14:6; Parah 11:7-9}

JN19:30 This verse never says He "drank" it, but rather that He

        "took-<2983>" it.  This is a Greek word that has a wide variety

        of applications.  However, if you'll note in the other Good-

        News accounts, when Yeshua tasted of it, He would not drink it.

        So... the "took" here does not mean as in drinking it, rather,

        He only tasted it, while not drinking it.

JN19:36 {Pesahim 7:10-11}

JN19:37 Sometimes we will hear the critics will say that here there is

        not an exact quote given from the Hebrew Masoretic Text, and

        that Yochanan/(John) here, and other writers of the New

        Covenant, are trying to pass off their Targums as the original

        Hebrew quotation.  First of all, Yochanan never states that

        he is quoting from the Hebrew, indeed the quote is in the Greek

        Good-News account, and unless one was actually reading the

        actual Written Torah, one is permitted to Targum.   Yochanan is

        stating: 'another Scripture says', showing what is meant, or

        what it says to us - the basis for the Targumim themselves.  As

        well we need to remember, that Yochanan's perspective had

        changed, and he is writing looking back at the event in the New

        Covenant, while the writer in Tanakh is looking forward.

             Hardly a single ancient Jewish writer quotes with citing

        their source, which sometimes is from the LXX, sometimes the

        Masoretic, sometimes a Targum.  The Midrashim are full of such

        examples.  And we conclude that Yochanan's practice was

        completely in line with early Judaic practice.

             Besides, quotes in the Talmud of the Hebrew Scriptures

        sometimes vary from the Masoretic Text, (R. Akivah Eiger in:

        Gilyon HaSas to HaTosafot on Shabbat 55b; and see in: Peshat &

        Derash - Plain & Applied Meaning In Rabbinic Exegesis, Oxford

        U. Press, 1991.)  Also in T.B. Berakhot 61a, part of a verse

        quoted Rav Nahman Bar Isaac, is not found at all in the

        Masoretic texts.  [See commentary Matt.27:35]

JN20:1  According to the Tz'dukim/(Sadducees), (who were also the

        Cohanim/Priests in charge of the Temple rites), the First Feast

        Of First Fruits, (Omer Raesheet), was always on the first day

        of the week, (sunday), following Pesach/Passover.  The P'rushim

        had a different way of figuring the time of this Holy Day; but

        during the Temple period, the observance was always according

        to the order of the Tz'dukim who were in charge of the Temple.

        (See commentary @ Luke 24:1) [Mark 16:2]

JN20:19 {Berakhoth 2:1; 9:5; Middoth 1:2}}

JN20:23 {Baba Kamma 8:7}

JN21:7  {Berakhoth 9:5}

JN21:25 Liberal scholars used to place the writing of the Good-News

        account of Yochanan/John as late as the 3rd or 4th centuries

        A.D.. However, we now have parts of Yochanan that were written

        in 130 A.D. (Rylands MS), along with major portions of the New

        Testament from 200 A.D. (Beatty Papyri),-showing that Yochanan

        was indeed written by this beloved Talmid of Yeshua toward the

        close of the 1st Century A.D..

=======================================================================

                       COMMENTARY ON ACTS (Part 1)

=======================================================================

AC1:1   [See Luke 1:3]

AC1:12  A Sabbath day's journey is discussed in the Oral Law.  {Eruvin

        3:1-2, 4:3,7-8, 5:1, 5:4-5, 8:2; Rosh haShanah 2:5, Sotah 5:3}

AC1:13  {Shabbath 1:3-4; Baba Metzia 10:1-3}

AC1:15  {Sanhedrin 1:6}

AC1:18  [See commentary Matt. 27:8]

AC1:26  {Shekalim 5:1; Yoma 2:1-4, 3:9, 4:1; Tamid 1:2, 3:1, 5:2}

AC2:1   {Hagigah 2:4; Menahoth 5:6, 10:3, 11:1-2, 11:4, 11:9}

AC2:3   {Yoma 4:2, 6:6}

AC2:6   {Shekalim 5:1}

AC2:9   {Shabbath 2:2, 6:6; Shekalim 3:4; Ketuboth 13:11; Baba Metzia

        4:7; Sanhedrin 10:3{

AC2:13  {Terumoth 11:1; Maaser Sheni 2:1; Shabbath 20:2; Menahoth 8:6}

AC2:17  {Aboth 4:5}

AC2:18  {Aboth 4:5}

AC2:19  {Aboth 4:5}

AC2:20  {Aboth 4:5}

AC2:21  {Aboth 4:5}

AC2:41  NOTE: 'As it was in the 1st Cent. A.D., so shall in be in the

        last Cent. before Messiah's return.'  One early historian tell

        us that there aprox. 1,000,000 million (1/3 of the total Jewish

        population at the end of the 1st Cent. A.D.), were Messianic

        Believers.  According to the Inter Mountain Jewish News,

        (Denver Colo., April 1991), the Council of Jewish Federation's

        survey, stated that 12% of all ethnic American Jews were

        "Christian", with 6% Protestant, 5% Catholic, and 1%

        unspecified.  These figures didn't include the 250,000+

        Messianic Jews world-wide, Jewish Believers in Gentile

        Christian Churches across the world, nor the large amount of

        both Ethiopian and Russian Jews who are Believers in Yeshua

        HaMashiach, - which would have put the percentages even higher.

             Not since the 1st Cent. A.D. have so many Jewish people

        believed that Yeshua is the Messiah.  Here is a list of just a

        few famous Jewish Believers in more recent times who have

        become Believers:

        Alfred Edersheim was a Torah Scholar of renown; Rabbi Max

        Wertheimer, Talmud Scholar; Shabbetai Benjamin Rohold, son of

        respected Rabbi in Erets Israel; Jospeh Rabinowitz, son of a

        Chassidic-rabbinic family and considered a Jewish leader of his

        time;  Rabbi Iechiel Lichtenstein, district Rabbi in Tapio

        Szele Hungary; Scholar Joachim Heinrich Raphael Biesenthal;

        Scholar David Baron; Rabbi Ephraim ben Joseph Eliakim Haham of

        Tiberias &  dayanim of the community;  Hebrew Scholar Hayim

        Yedidiah Pollak; Rabbi Daniel Zion, former leading Rabbi of

        Bulgaria and later leading Rabbi of Jaffa Israel.  All of these

        people became  Messianic Believers in Yeshua the Messiah, - and

        the list goes on and on....

AC3:2   {Shekalim 6:3; Yoma 3:10; Sukkah 5:4; Sotah 1:5; Tamid 5:6;

        Middoth 1:3-4, 1:9, 2:3, 2:6; Kelim 1:8; Negaim 14:8}

AC3:6   {Berakhoth 9:5}

AC3:20  {Aboth 4:17}

AC3:25  {Baba Kamma 1:2-3}

AC4:1   {Orlah 2:12; Bikkurim 3:3; Shekalim 5:2; Yoma 1:1, 3:9, 4:1,

        7:1; Sotah 7:7; Tamid 1:1, 7:3; Middoth 1:1-2, 1:9}

AC4:6   The treatment of the expression, 'High Priest', is used

        sometimes in a general/generic sense in non-biblical writings,

        (in: Jos. Jewish Wars VI.2.2, and referenced by Edersheim in

        Book II pg.263-264.)  The Talmud also has it in Rosh haShanah

        31 that also Annas son's also each became High Priests in turn.

        The Encyclopedic Dictionary of Judaica pg.111,, also speaks of

        Caiaphas Joseph as the High Priest from 18-36 c.e.

AC4:19  {Baba Metzia 2:10}

AC4:25  {Aboth 6:9}

AC5:17  {Yoma 1:5; Sanhedrin 7:2}

AC5:34  {Orlah 2:12; Pesahim 7:2; Shekalim 3:3, 6:1; Rosh haShanah 2:5;

        Yebamoth 16:7; Gittin 4:2-3; Sotah 9:15; Aboth 1:16}

AC5:36  {Bekhoroth 4:4}

AC5:38  {Aboth 4:11, 5:17}

AC5:41  {Aboth 1:8}

AC6:3   {Peah 8:7; Pesahim 10:1; Shekalim 5:6; Megillah 3:1; Aboth 2:2;

        Sanhedrin 1:1, 1:4}

AC6:5   There were various "stages" of proselytes to Judaism mentioned

        in Talmudic lit., such as the: Gar-hasha'arim, the proselytes/

        dwellers of the (Temple) gate.  Some of these Goyim/Gentiles

        were instructed in Judaism, but had not entered into any formal

        conversion, - though some had entered into certain Judaic

        practices.  Another, the Gar-Tzaddikim, who had fully become

        Jews.

AC6:6   {Yoma 1:1; Sanhedrin 1:3, 4:4; Makkoth 1:10}

AC6:9   {Maaseroth 5:8; Erubin 10:10; Yoma 7:1; Megillah 3:1; Kelim

        17:12, 29:1; Negaim 6:1}

AC7:2   "Some Rabbis have stated that Stephen has misquoted the

        Masoretic text, when in Acts 7:2, Stephen's claim is that

        Abraham came out of Mesopotamia, instead of Babylonia as the

        Masoretic text states.  The answer to this apparent

        contradiction is that the historian Josephus and others claimed

        that Babylonia and Chaldea were a part of Mesopotamia.  The

        Sages of Israel before the exile believed and so wrote in the

        Talmud pro-claiming unashamedly that Abraham was called out of

        Mesopotamia.  In the Talmud, bereshith, Rabba fol.32.3 we find

        the following:

             "Because you have given me light through a window and give

        me light before my face.  So did the Holy blessed God say to

        Abraham: "Because you has given light to me out of my

        Mesopotamia and its companions, come and give light to me in

        the land of Israel."  In Hebrew it is as follows: "Mispotamya

        Shali Oomhaverotyah."

             The above is quoted from an article by Harvey Smith.  You

        can find this and more info in his booklet: New Covenant, Torah

        or Fraud!.  Which can be obtained by writing: Elisha

        Ministries, PO Box 201, Hazelwood, Mo. 63042, for a Jewish

        perspective on these issues.  Another good source is: The

        Historical Reliability of the Gospels, Craig L. Blomberg,

        Inter-Varsity Press 1987.

AC7:4   NOTE: Rather than go though each and every objection that has

        been raised along these lines, I'll just give a few examples in

        this commentary how these types of objections are easily

        answered.

        One of the objections that critics bring up about this verse is

        that:

             Stephen says that Abraham departed from Haran after his

        father died.  Yet according to Gen.11:26,32 & 12:4, Abraham

        departed from Haran when he was 75 years of age, at which time

        his father Terah was 145.  And since Terah lived for 205 years,

        he still had another 60 years remaining to live.

             However, one only has to look a little more closely at the

        account.  Terah is mentioned as having begat at the age of 70

        years; however: the age was when he begat each of his children

        is not listed. - Nor is it listed for all the prior accounts as

        to when they had each of their children.  Simply put: it is an

        account of when he started to begat children,  and not specific

        as to his age at each of the children's births.  Avram was last

        born, not the first, at the age of his father being 130. Should

        one doubt why Avram is then mentioned first: the prior accounts

        mention only one child, (as the other children are not

        mentioned by name), but all three are mentioned of the brothers

        of Avram, and he is the focal point of the account, & the first

        -called Jew by YHVH (or rather Hebrew, and father of the Jews) 

        from the Goyim, & is rightly listed first in the account of the 
        descendants of Terah.  Should one further doubt: the account in 
        v.32 is about the death of Terah, & 12:1 begins the account of 
        Avram leaving his "father's house".  And why is it his 
        "father's house", and not his father? – Because he had already   

        died; but Avram as a loving son is shown to have stayed with  

        him in his old age.   And reading it so causes, the account to    

        progress in a orderly fashion.

AC7:8   {Aboth 3:11}

AC7:14  The source in this verse is based on the LXX version of Torah,

        (of which our Sages tell us was composed by 72 Rabbis, and

        while it was to the dismay of the sages when it was first

        written), ended up being in widespread use in the galut and is

        quoted from at times in Rabbinic writings.  It was used by

        Jewish communities from before the 1st Century B.C.  In this

        version of Torah, the Rabbis thought it proper to include the

        5, who were children & grandchildren, of Mannasseh and Ephraim,

        which brings the total number to 75, the Masoretic Text only

        mentions the 70.  So we see the "difficulty" with this verse

        does not even exist!

AC7:16  Stephen informs us here that Ya`akov was buried in Shechem, and

        Yosef in Hebron, (the  key  word in verse 7 is: "THEY".)  Jacob

        was buried at Hebron in the cave of Machpelah, which Avraham

        bought from Ephron the Hittite (Gen.23:16).  Joseph was buried

        at Shechem in a piece of ground Jacob bought from the sons of

        Hamor (Josh.24:32).  The two transactions are simply telescoped

        in these verses because of the pressure of Stephen's

        circumstances, and his obvious need for brevity.

        {Sotah 1:9}

AC7:58  {Sanhedrin 6:1-6, 7:4-5}

AC8:1   {Shabbath 24:5; Betzah 3:8; Sanhedrin 10:1; Aboth 2:8}

AC8:2   {Sanhedrin 6:5-6}

AC9:13  {Yoma 4:2; Sotah 9:15}

AC9:15  {Aboth 3:14}

AC9:20  [See commentary Matt. 10:17]

AC9:23  RABBINIC (modern): "It is a peculiar manifestation of our exile

        psychology that we permitted, and even aided in, the deletion

        of New Testament Messianism, that meaningful offshoot of our

        spiritual history.  It was in a Jewish land, that this

        spiritual revolution was kindled; and Jews were those who had

        spread it all over the land....  "We must overcome the

        superstitious fear which we harbor about the Messianic movement

        of Jesus, and we must place the movement where it belongs,

        namely, in the spiritual history of Judaism.... " Martin Buber/

        author and former professor at Hebrew University, Jerusalem;

        (From "Three Talks on Judaism, "translated by Paul Levertoff in

        "Jewish Opinions About Jesus," Der Weg 7 no.1 [January-

        February, 1933],8.)

AC9:32  {Sotah 8:3; Menahoth 8:6; Niddah 2:7}

AC9:36  {Berakhoth 2:7}

AC9:43  {Megillah 3:2; Ketuboth 7:10; Kiddushin 5:14; Baba Bathra 2:9}

AC10:9  {Berakhoth 4:1; Pesahim 5:1; Sotah 7:6; Tamid 3:2, 5:1, 7:2-3}

AC10:13 {Hullin 1:1-2, 1:4, 2:1, 2:3, 4:4}

AC10:45 {Nedarim 3:11}

AC12:2  {Sanhedrin 7:1, 7:3, 9:1, 10:4}

AC12:20 {Shekalim 7:6}

AC12:23 {Bikkurim 3:4; Sotah 7:8}

AC13:1  {Hagigah 2:2}

AC13:9  {Gittin 4:2}

AC14:17 {Berakhoth 9:2}

AC15:20 {Yoma 5:6; Makkoth 3:2; Hullin 1:1, 2:1, 2:4, 3:1-4, 8:3;

        Kerithoth 1:1, 5:1; Tohoroth 1:1}
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AC16:1   Timotheus, according to a majority understanding in modern

         Jewish halachah, would have been considered a Jew rather than

         a Gentile because his mother was Jewish, (yet modern Reform

         Judaism says if either parent is Jewish).  The idea of the

         mother determining if someone is Jewish or not probably

         started in Ezra's time [Ezra 10:2-3] and so was somewhat in

         place during 1st Cen. Temple times.  Although it became

         stressed even more during later centuries when, sadly, many

         Jewish women were raped.  The reasoning was/(is): One can

         always tell who the mother is, even if the descent of the

         father is questioned.  {Bikkurim 1:4; Kiddushin 3:12}

AC16:2   {Bikkurim 1:4; Kiddushin 3:12}

AC16:3   Given the above [v.1] it is obvious that Sha'ul who was an

         observant Jew [Acts 21:20-21,24] didn't want to portray that

         the Good-News was contrary to Torah by traveling with a non-

         circumcised Jew, and so had him circumcised (b'rit-milah).

         This was in accord with Torah since the man was Jewish and

         should have already been circumcised as a child. {Bikkurim

         1:4; Kiddushin 3:12}

AC16:7   Here a lesson can be learned.  While one may have the desire

         to witness, that desire must be led of 'Ruach HaKodesh/The

         Holy Spirit'.  In this case The-Lord didn't want them to

         proclaim the word in Asia or Bithynia, but in Macedonia.  Ones

         zeal to witness must be led of YHVH, so that one does a

         right thing in a right way; rather than a right thing in a

         wrong way.  [See: Commentary on Acts 19:10] {Abodah Zarah 2:4}

AC16:16  {Sanhedrin 7:7}

AC16:17  [& v.18]: Here we see that a demon will even attempt to speak

         partial truth, in order to promote a lie.  It would appear

         here that knowing 'it' couldn't stop the Good-News message,

         'it' tried instead to distract, - and so distress and hinder

         Sha'ul.

AC16:37  [thru v.39]: To counter the charge [Acts 16:20-21] that their

         message was just a 'Jewish thing'; the people would now know

         that indeed the ones that they had imprisoned, themselves

         were Roman citizens. - Thus the people could not so easily

         dismiss the Good-News with their excuse of it being only for

         "Jews", and not for Roman citizens too.  [See commentary: Acts

         18:2]

AC17:10  [thru v.12]: Here we see that many of the Jewish people in

         Berea believed the Good-News about Yeshua Messiah, while only

         a few [Acts 17:4] of the Jewish people in Thessalonica did.

         This is important to note, as some falsely have the idea that

         it was only the Gentiles who listened to the Good-News that

         Sha'ul proclaimed, while all the Jews rejected it. - Yet we

         see here (and elsewhere) clearly that in fact many Jewish

         people did receive Yeshua as the Messiah.  One early historian

         tells us that by the close of the 1st Cent., as many as 1/3 of

         the Jewish people were Believers in Yeshua Messiah.  At this

         time in this century, especially since about 1967, we have

         again seen great numbers of the Jewish people come to believe

         in Yeshua as their Messiah.  [See: commentary on Acts 2:41].

AC17:23  I recall reading sometime back that modern archaeology had

         uncovered several altars inscribed: "To The Unknown god" in

         this region mentioned in this portion of Scripture.  I believe

         that the story goes: A man showed up one day during a plague,

         said that there was only one <G>od, and if the people would

         let loose a flock of sheep, and build an altar on each place

         one of the sheep stopped and stood still, the plague would be

         stayed; and that they did and the plague stopped, - and that

         this was one of these altar Sha'ul pointed out.  However, the

         earlier commentaries usually say that this altar was there due

         to these pagan peoples practice of being so much into the

         worship of various false gods (which they were, - and they did

         add freqently to the numbers of these gods as they heard of

         them), that they wanted to make an altar "just in case" they'd

         left one god out.

AC17:26  {Sanhedrin 4:5}

AC17:29  Here Sha'ul gives the people an understanding of the Torah

         Mitzvah/Commandment not to make graven images [Ex.20:4], taken

         from certain sayings of their own Greek poets ([Acts 17:28]

         Epimenides, then Aratus a Stoic of the 3rd Cent. B.C. -or-

         Cleanthes).  Thus showing them the folly of idol worship by an

         appeal to their own logic. If he had only quoted the Scripture

         against their practice it would have not carried the same

         impact, since they didn't recognize Scripture as any kind of

         an authority in their lives, and they perhaps then would have

         just dismissed it as an attack on their lifestyle without

         reason.

AC18:2   NOTE: "In A.D. 49 a wave of riots broke out in the very large

         Jewish community in Rome.  The trouble proved so intractable

         that the Emperor Claudius took the drastic step of banishing

         all Jews from the city. {...} Paul arrived in Corinth (c. A.D.

         50) {...} the Roman author Suetonius who about A.D. 120

         compiled biographies of the first twelve Roman emperors, from

         Julius Caesar onward.  In his 'Life of Claudius' he says of

         that emperor: He expelled the Jews from Rome, on account of

         the riots in which they were constantly indulging, at the

         instigation of Chrestus. (Suetonius, 'Claudius' 25.4.)

           `Chrestus', a common slave-name, was a popular mis-spelling

         of the name of Christ.  The situation referred to was

         probably the result of the recent introduction of Christianity

         into the Jewish community of Rome, with the controversy and

         quarrelling to which it gave rise. {...} it appears to have

         been only as a distinctive movement with Judaism that

         Christianity was known there.  But with the death of Claudius

         in A.D. 54 the expulsion edict became a dead letter.  Rome

         was soon as full of Jews as ever it had been, and the

         Christian cause was re-established there more securely than

         before, counting many Gentiles now among its adherents as well

         as Jews." - From: Jesus & Christian Origins Outside The New

         Testament, Chapter I - The Evidence Of Pagan Writers, pgs.

         20-21, by: F.F. Bruce.

              Considering then the historical climate against all Jews

         by the Roman empire at that time, - we probably have another

         reason the Gentiles tried to bring the type of accusations

         that they did in their charges against Sha'ul and the other

         Believing Jewish brethren [as in: Acts 16:20-21 & elsewhere].

AC18:3   {Shabbath 5:4; Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth 1:10, 2:2,5, 4:10-11,21;

         Bekhoroth 4:4}

AC18:6   This must be viewed in context.  Sha'ul is not saying that he

         is now excluding the Jews; but only that the direction of his

         *proclaiming would now focus more on the Gentiles than it had

         been.  We can see this clearly, as not only from the very next

         verse [Acts 18:7-8] do we see Sha'ul continue to proclaim to

         Jewish people, but on throughout the rest of the Book of Acts

         [Acts 18:19; 19:8-10, etc...].  We must also remember, that of

         all the many Believers in and outside of Israel at this time,

         (aprox. 50 A.D.) the majority were still Jewish Believers.

         [See commentary on Acts 17:10; Romans 5:9; *Galatians 2:7]

AC18:18  Sha'ul here is seen taking some form of a Torah vow, showing

         [as we see confirmed in Acts 21:24] that he walked in accord

         with, and not contrary to, the Torah. Also, this would give us

         more sense as to the shaving of his head with the four in Acts

         21:23-24, which then could have been a completion of this

         earlier vow (?)  The possibility is that 1st Cent. halachah

         permitted a certain order of the Nazir vow for those in

         the Diaspora that would permit its observance.  In this case,

         it is possible that Sha'ul is starting a vow in Acts 18:18,

         and completing it in Acts 21:23-24.  Regardless, the point is

         that as is done in Torah, Sha'ul had taken a vow.  {Eduyoth

         4:11; Nazir 2:7, 3:6, 5:5, 6:8; Temurah 7:4}

AC18:21  This statement about the Festival in Yerushalayim is in the

         Aramaic Peshitta and Greek Receptus texts; but not in the

         Alexandrian Greek texts.  However, almost the same thing is

         stated again in all the texts at Acts 20:16, - again showing

         Sha'ul walking in accord with the Torah.  The feast in Acts

         20:16 (Shavu`ot) was one of the three pilgrim Festivals that

         one was to go up to Yerushalayim for.

              Another possibility that suggests itself: if the custom

         to undertake a Nazir vow in Diaspora (or perhaps some other

         form of a Torah based vow) as in v.18 above, required one to

         then travel to Jerusalem, - this may have been included in

         Sha'ul's urgency to keep this Festival [even if this

         particular Festival in v.21 wasn't one of the three pilgrim

         Festivals, - like it was in Acts 20:16.]

AC19:9   {Aboth 1:4}

AC19:10  Here we see that while earlier [Acts 16:7] they were forbidden

         by 'Ruach HaKodesh/The Holy Spirit' from proclaiming the Good-

         News in Asia, it is now permitted.

AC19:33  I have implied "Messianic Jews" in this portion.  Not only was

         Messianic Judaism considered a "sect" of Judaism in general by

         the goyim/gentiles at this time - but we see that this is who

         the accusation was against, and that there were other

         Believers who were brought there [Acts 19:29].  It seems

         likely therefore, that those who would attempt to present an

         (interrupted 19:33) defense - would be Messianic Jews.

AC19:38  {Megillah 1:1-3; Gittin 1:5}

AC20:7   In the literal English reading of The Interlinear Bible /

         Hendrickson; {considered to be very Conservative and one of

         the best}, we read in: Acts 20:9 And on one of the Shabbats...

         {on-1722 And-1161 the-3588 one-3391 of-the-3588 Sabbaths-4521}

         This is the best reading, and the most literal.  But it has

         been translated in the King James reading as: And upon the

         first (day) of the week... {upon-1722 And-1161 the-3588 first-

         3391 (day) of-the-3588 week-4521}.  While this reading "can"

         be supported by the Greek, it is a secondary reading; and

         although we see from the context of the passage in Acts that

         it was a havdolah meeting, -{and hence going into the first

         day of the week, at sundown}, the better translation is still:

         "And on one of the Shabbats". - {Which would then make the

         meeting having been begun sometime before sunset on the

         Shabbat}. *ONE (first) 3391 [Strongs]: mia (mee'-ah) irreg.

         fem. of 1520; ONE or first.  *Shabbats (week) 4521 [Strongs]:

         Sabbaton (Sab'-bat-on) of Heb. or. [7676]; the Sabbath (i.e.

         Shabbath), or day of weekly repose from secular avocations

         (also the observance or institution itself); be extens. a

         se'nnight, i.e. the intercal between two Sabbaths -[this

         period being of course a week, but that is only by

         implication, and this of course is where the KJV translators

         opted to use a secondary reading of this word, which literal

         meaning is SHABBAT!]  *(day) -implied by the secondary

         translation of this group of words, but it is not present in

         the Greek at all.  CONCLUSION:  While it has been translated

         with a correct "secondary" meaning: [on the first (day) of the

         week], the primary meaning is much better.  Perhaps the

         primary meaning was side-stepped since in 1611 the idea of

         Messianic Jews meeting on the Shabbat - [rather than Sunday]

         was too much for them to bear; and so... we still see this

         traditional translation in most of our modern version, {except

         where a literal Interlinear reading is given, as in

         Hendrickson's}.  NOTE: So... am I going to say those who opt

         for the SECONDARY translation, rather than the PRIMARY are

         wrong? - No, as "that" reading is supported also.  But, then,

         am I going to say that they are right? - Also, no, as I

         believe the PRIMARY reading is most correct of the two.

AC20:16  [See commentary on Acts 18:21]

AC21:10  [thru v.14]: I have heard some say, partially based upon these

         verses here, that Sha'ul was in error to go to Yerushalayim.

         I do not believe this to have been the case.  Not only do we

         note here that the prophecy does not tell Sha'ul not to go

         (only what awaits him once he gets there); if one reads

         elsewhere earlier in Acts [Acts 19:21; 20:22], Sha'ul felt led

         to go up to Yerushalayim.  Of course, in Acts 21:4, we do note

         the way it is phrased as being said by the Talmidim to Sha'ul

         *through the Spirit not to go up. - But from the other reports

         on the same subject where Sha'ul travelled, I would question:

         was the advice the conclusion of the Talmidim from what the

         Spirit had showed them would happen to Sha'ul, rather than a

         direct injunction from the Spirit?  If that is the case,

         perhaps the word here [v.4] *(dia/Gr.1223) could be translated

         with a secondary sense of 'on account of', rather than with:

         "through". - Because when the same thing happens in 21:10-14

         where we are given much more detail when they try to

         discourage him from going up, it is not by command of the

         Spirit that they try to discourage him, - only from their

         concern for him based upon the prophecy of the trouble that

         awaited him there.  Regardless, they pray for The-Lord's will

         to be done [v.14], and I believe it was.  Now one might

         conjecture on the YHVH's 'permissive vs. perfect' will here;

         but we do see in Acts 27:23-24 that it was in God's will for

         Sha'ul to go to Rome, - and his going to Rome was a direct

         result of his having gone to Yerushalayim in the first place.

         [ACTS 27:24]

AC21:20  Luke tells us in Acts 21:18, that all the Elders were present

         of the Jerusalem Congregation along with Ya`akov.  In this [v.

         20] then Luke relates that they all speak, in one accord,

         these words to Sha'ul which included the important

         observations in Acts 21:24 that they are all obviously aware

         of.

AC21:21  This false charge of anti-nomian (anti-Torah) teaching rumored

         about Sha'ul could have come about for a couple of different

         reasons.  One, it was not too common for Jewish Rabbis to

         travel about in the 1st Cent. talking to large groups of Goyim

         /Gentiles about much of anything; not to mention proclaiming

         to them about faith in God. - This alone would have aroused

         gossip by itself; but add to it that there was envy shown

         toward Sha'ul by some of the non-Believing Jews earlier in the

         Book of Acts [Acts 13:45] and an anger towards the Good-News

         message and so Messianic Jews in general by certain other non-

         Believing Jews, and it is easy to conclude that this falsehood

         was spread about Sha'ul to discredit and damage his testimony.

         Another thing that could have contributed to the rumor, is as

         Kefa/(Peter) writes about in 2Kefa/(Peter) 3:15-16 when he

         talks about the writings of Sha'ul: [16b]: "...in which are

         some things hard to be understood, which they that are

         untaught and ill-established wrest, as (they do) also the

         other Scriptures, to their own destruction." [For further info

         on this, see commentary on 2Kefa/(Peter) 3:15]  As we see

         though in Acts 21:24, these false charges were groundless.

         {Aboth 3:11}

AC21:23  {Hagigah 2:2; Nazir 2:5-6, 7:2-4; Makkoth 3:1; Kerithoth 1:1;

         Kelim 1:1; Oholoth 2:3, 17:5, 18:6; Tohoroth 4:5}

AC21:24  "...that every one may know, that what is said against you

         (Sha'ul) is false, and that you walk orderly and observe/keep

         the Torah."  Here is the testimony about Sha'ul toward the

         end of his ministry, by Ya`akov the brother of Yeshua, and the

         entire Eldership of the Yerushalayim Congregation. Considering

         this, ask yourself a question: Is there any merit at all in

         the contention of those today who would try and tell us that

         Sha'ul was against the Torah of God? - I'd say absolutely not!

AC21:25  Here we see repeated the Commandments, (similar in part to

         what the Rabbi's say are the Seven Laws given to Noah, which

         apply to all righteous Gentiles/Goyim - or B'nai-Noach), given

         to the Goyim/Gentile Believer earlier in Acts 15:19-20 &

         15:28-29.  The pagan cultures these early Gentile/Goyim

         Believers came out from under were heavily into these types of

         sins spoken against by these commandments, and these Mitzvot

         themselves are a part of the Torah.  The commandments of Torah

         can be understood to be made up of three parts:

            1). Moral Mitzvot/(commandments) that apply to all mankind.

            2). Judaic Injunctions applicable only to Jews.

            3). Temple Ordinances.

         Certain Judaic Injunctions (#2) while given to the Jews, were

         not given directly to the Gentiles. - Yet neither are they

         forbidden to the Gentiles either.  However for the Gentiles it

         would have to be in observance from their liberty in Messiah

         as led of the Holy Spirit; rather than having them being done

         by any forced Injunction -that would then be Judaizing.

         Obviously then, this being the case - trying to tell the

         Jewish Messianic Believers not to keep the Judaic Injunctions

         would be Gentile-izing!  [See commentary on Ga.2:15; Ga.3:28;

         Rom.1:16; Heb.9:1]. -- The Seven Noachide Commandments

         according to the Rabbis (but beware of the modern Noahide

         movement)as in Sanhedrin 56a, were concerning:

           1). courts of law.         5). against murder.

           2). against blasphemy.     6). against robbery.

           3). against idolatry.      7). against eating a part of the

           4). against adultery.          living body of an animal.

AC21:28  In Josephus Wars II, 13:5 on this Egyptian mentioned here:

         "He was a cheat & impostor, and yet got credited as a prophet,

         and came to Judaea, and got together thirty thousand deluded

         men, whom he led round from the wilderness to the mount, which

         was called the Mount of Olives, and intended to break into

         Jerusalem by force from that place; and if he could but once

         conquer the Roman garrison and the people, to intended to

         domineer over them by the assistance of those bodyguards of

         his that were to break into the City with him.  But Felix

         prevented his attempt, and met him with his Roman soldiers,

         and all the people assisted Felix against him, so that, when

         it came to a battle, the Egyptian ran away with a few others,

         but most of those that were with him were either killed or

         taken alive; and the rest of the multitude dispersed every one

         to their own homes, and there concealed themselves."  {Middoth

         2:3; Kelim 1:8}

AC21:31  {Gittin 21:31}

AC21:38  {Bikkurim 1:2; Makshirin 1:6}

AC22:3   It was a high honor to have ones son able to receive Rabbinic

         instruction (especially at the feet of such a famous Rabbi as

         Gamli'el the Great) and one his parents must have availed

         themselves of by either sending him to Yerushalayim to study,

         or moving there during his early years themselves.  Some

         scholars have suggested that the reason that there is no

         mention of Sha'ul in Rabbinic lit. is that they were trying to

         forget about him and so not write about him since he was so

         effective.  Other scholars have suggested that the following

         quotation from Talmud is concerning Sha'ul....

           "Professor Joseph Klausner thought perhaps it did. ('From

           Jesus to Paul' <London, 1944, pp.309 ff.>)  Rabbinic

           tradition knows of a pupil of Gamaliel - referred to simply

           as `that pupil' - who manifested `impudence in matters of

           learning.'  When Gamaliel expounded Scripture so as to show

           what wonders would be seen on earth in coming days, `that

           pupil' scoffed at him and denied that such wonders could be

           expected, since `there is nothing new under the sun'

           (Ecclesiastes I.9).  But on each occasion Gamaliel proved

           that the wonders had their counterpart in the present world.

           (TB Shabbath 30b)  There is nothing here which points

           specifically to Paul, but if a distinguished pupil of

           Gamaliel's went wrong in latter years there would be a

           tendency in rabbinical fokelore to read his later apostasy

           from the law back into his undergraduate days.  Klausner's

           suggestion is possible: more than that cannot be said."  -

           FROM: Jesus & Christian Origins Outside The New Testament,

           Chapter IV - Jesus In Rabbinical Tradition, pg.64, by: F.F.

           Bruce.

         One thing that I won't even begin to speculate on though, but

         that I find quite interesting and curious, and yet have seen

         no one else comment on: the "wonders" that Gamli'el talks

         about to `that pupil' (supposed Sha'ul), - are somewhat along

         the same lines as the "wonders" of the coming Kingdom that

         Papias (a Talmid of Yochanan/John the Beloved Talmid) relates

         to us (as he heard it told from Yochanan) that Yeshua used to

         teach on.  And further, Papias states that Judas the traitor

         didn't believe Yeshua when he heard these things either!

         (Iranaeus 'Haer.' v.33. 3,4)  What this could mean (if

         anything) I have no idea, your guess is as good as mine.

              Another thing that is interesting along with this idea,

         is that Talmud also records that shortly after the death of

         the son of this Rabbi Gamli'el the Great, Shim'on ben-Gamli'el

         in 70 A.D., his son: Rabbam Gamli'el-(II), and daughter: Imma

         Shalom, - (themselves thus grandchildren of Gamli'el the

         Great) - visit the "judge" whom they tested, questioning: if a

         daughter should share the family inheritance equally with a

         son.  This "judge" quotes a passage from Evangelion Mattityahu

         (Matthew) in response.  (TB Shabbath 116a-b)

              What is less well known however, is that this Imma Shalom

         herself was the wife of Rabbi Eliezer ben-Hycanus, who himself

         was later suspected of heresy (minuth). (T.Hull.2:24) Eliezer,

         who has contact with Messianic Jews, meets one by the name of

         Ya'akov from Kefar Sekanya and in the interesting baraitha of

         TB Abodah Zarah 16b-17a, discusses the bringing of the hire of

         a harlot into the Temple in payment of any vow.  This Ya'akov

         expresses the judgement, (on the authority of Yeshua), that

         the money, if later discovered to come from such a tainted

         source, could be used to construct a latrine for the high

         priest.

              Another time: (probably) this same Ya'akov appears in

         another baraitha as coming to heal a fellow-Rabbi, also called

         (but not the same) 'Eliezer', a: ben-Dama who was a nephew of

         Rabbi Ishmael, of snakebite in the name of Yeshua ben-Pantera.

         Eliezer's uncle, Rabbi Ishmael, forbade him to receive the

         cure, and he died while undertaking to show from the Torah

         that he was permitted to do so before he could quote the

         verse. (Tosefta Hullin 2.22 f.; TB Abodah Zaeah 27b.)

              There are more examples than this, (R. Joshua ben-Levi @

         Shabb. 14b; R. Akiba @ Sanh. 10:1; etc...), but at the least

         they show that there was quite a bit of interaction between

         Messianic Jews and Rabbis.

         [See commentary on 2Kefa/(Peter) 3:15]  {Sotah 9:15; Aboth

         1:4, 2:7, 5:15}

AC23:1   {Yoma 1:5, 4:1; Abodah Zarah 2:5; Yadaim 4:3}

AC23:3   {Shebuoth 4:13}

AC23:6   Sha'ul here states: "I am a Parush/(Pharisee)", in the present

         tense, NOT in the past tense.  Though both the New Covenant

         and the Talmud states that the majority of the P'rushim of the

         1st Cent. A.D. were corrupt, there were some P'rushim who

         became Talmidim of Yeshua from the very first &/or were

         friendly toward Him (ex.JN3:1; JN7:50-51; JN19:39; LK23:50-53;

         JN19:38; Lk13:31.)  Yeshua wasn't against the P'rushim perse;

         though He was against (as is the Talmud) the hypocrisy of many

         of those of that century (Mat.23:2-4).  After Yeshua Messiah's

         resurrection, many more P'rushim became believers (Acts 15:5),

         as well as many of the Cohanim/Priests who were Tz'dukim/

         Sadducees (Acts 6:7).  Part of the reason that people have

         trouble coming to grips with what Sha'ul says here (that he is

         still a Parush/Pharisee) is from what he said in Philippians

         3:4-8, (for more information on this, read the commentary at

         that location.) That Sha'ul could make such a statement [23:6]

         should not be too difficult to understand though, considering

         that we have already established in Acts 21:24 that Sha'ul

         remained observant of the Torah.  [See commentary on Ga.2:15;

         Ga.3:28]

AC23:12  {Sanhedrin 9:6}

AC25:8   Again, we see Sha'ul not "abandoning Torah"; but upholding it.

AC25:13  {Sukkah 2:6}

AC26:7   Or... "(the) Jews (here)".  Sha'ul in this verse also

         identifies himself as a Jew (which he never once anywhere

         denies that he is) being of: "OUR whole Twelve Tribes".  The

         word "the" is not in the Greek in this verse before the word

         "Jews", and rather than laying a generic accusation against

         'the Jews'; he is trying to show the irony of "Jews" bringing

         a 'Jew' to task for hoping in an entirely "Jewish" thing [see

         v.6].  [See commentary on Ga.2:15; Ga.3:28; Acts 23:6]

AC26:11  Note here how Sha'ul states that the Messianic Believers were

         in the Synagogues.  This agrees with historical accounts and

         archeological evidence, that the Messianic Jews and "Rabbinic"

         Jews both went to Synagogue together prior to 90 A.D., and

         (outside of southern Israel), even much later than this.

AC26:14  Note here that Yeshua speaks in a "Bat-kol" to Sha'ul in

         Hebrew, not Greek.  {Kelim 25:2}

AC26:22  Another stong statement by Sha'ul that the Good-News and his

         conduct is NOT contrary to the Torah nor Tanakh -- but in

         accord with it.

AC27:1   This would have taken place at aprox. 59 A.D..

AC27:10  Note here how Sha'ul had only a "partial" discernment of what

         was to occur [Acts 27:24] - however: the matter could have

         been changed in the Heavenlies since his early discernment

         here in this verse.

AC27:23  Perhaps: and angel of God who I worship; -or- a Theophany of

         Yeshua Messiah, as: The Angel of YHVH/The-LORD -Who I worship.

AC27:24  See commentary @ Acts 21:10.

AC27:31  Indeed, the matter was conditional upon the obedience of those

         who were not Believers [See: Acts 27:10 & 27:24].

AC28:17  Once again, backing up the truth about Sha'ul we see in Acts

         21:24.  In fact, in a way, this is even a stronger statement

         than in Acts 21:24, for when Sha'ul states that he has done

         nothing against the: "...customs/<1485> of our fathers", it

         can include the oral halachah as well; rather than just the

         Mitzvot/Commandments of the Torah.  Recall again in Matt.

         23:2-4, where Yeshua says to do and keep the instruction of

         those who "sit on the seat of Moshe" (a Mishnaic term that

         includes the understanding of the Oral Torah and halachic

         decisions on the Written Torah) - but not to follow their

         deeds/(& standards) since most of them were (as Talmud also

         states) full of hypocrisy in that 1st century A.D.

         generation.  Then we see that Sha'ul is in accord with Yeshua

         Messiah's instructions here.

AC28:28  [See commentary on Acts 18:6]

AC28:30  Tradition states that Sha'ul was let go after this; but

         imprisoned again later and died the death of a martyr by

         decree of the wicked Emperor of Rome Nero, around 68 A.D.,

         a couple of years before the destruction of Yerushalayim and

         the Temple.

AC28:31  While there was constructed a pseudo-last-chapter of Acts; I

         believe that the book doesn't appear to be finished as there

         was is be no end to the history of the Congregation of Yeshua

         Messiah.

=======================================================================

                           COMMENTARY ON ROMANS

=======================================================================

RO1:1    {Berakhoth 5:5, 9:2;; Yoma 1:5, 3:11; Gittin 3:6, 4:1; Sotah

         9:6; Kiddushim 2:1; Zabim 3:4}

RO1:2    {Shabbath 16:1; Erubin 10:3; Sotah 9:12; Baba Bathra 1:6;

         Zabim 4:6; Yadaim 3:5}

RO1:4    [& v.5] NOTE: DEAD SEA SCROLLS 4Q246 Aramaic "Son of God" text

         @ aprox 100 B.C. (BAR v.18 #6; PAM 43.236; Eisenman & Robinson,

         facismile ed. #1272): He shall be called the Son of Elohim/

         God; they will call Him Son of The Most High ... He will judge

         the earth in righteousness ... and every nation will bow down

         to Him ... with (God's) help He will make war, and ... Elohim

         will give all the peoples into his power.

RO1:7    {Yoma 8:6; Aboth 3:14, 4:15}

RO1:8    {Shekalim 8:5; Tamid 2:2, 3:4}

RO1:16   Here we see the Good-News of Messiah is for the Jew first and

         also for the Greek/Gentile.  Why have many in the Gentile

         Churches forgotten this order? - Or worse! some now even go

         against Scripture and say: for the Gentile but not for the

         Jew!  Others: the Jews don't need the Good-News, they have

         their own Old Covenant!  Completely contrary to the New

         Testament are statements such as these.  Isn't it ironic that

         in the 1st century the Jewish Believers were shocked to come

         to the realization that the Good-News of the Jewish Messiah

         Yeshua was also for the Goyim/Gentiles [Acts 10:45; Acts

         11:1-4...], and yet received them gladly [Acts 11:18]. -- But

         now in the 20th century many Gentile Christians: don't accept

         the fact that the New Covenant is for the Jew, say they can't

         be saved and push them away - or worse!  Or say they must

         become Gentiles or 'ethnic-neuters' first; when we see the

         Jewish Believers stated in Acts that the Gentiles did not have

         to become Jews first!  [See commentary on Acts 21:25].)

RO1:18   {Yoma 8:9}

RO1:20   {Sotah 7:5}

RO1:23   {Sanhedrin 7:6; Aboth 3:3; Abodah Zarah 4:7}

RO1:24   [thru v.28...]: In these verses we see that the Torah commands

         against homosexual behavior are restated, and that strongly!

RO1:26   {Yebamoth 11:2;; Sotah 9:9; Kiddushin 4:12-13}

RO1:27   {Kiddushin 4:14; Sanhedrin 7:4; Abodah Zarah 2:1; Kerithoth

         1:1}

RO2:2    {Aboth 3:16}

RO2:6    {Aboth 3:15}

RO2:11   RABBINIC: He is about to judge with whom there is no iniquity

         nor forgetfulness, nor respect of persons, nor taking of a

         bribe. - Pirque Avoth (Ethics of the fathers) 4:31.  {Aboth

         4:22}

RO2:13   The concept of "doers" of the Torah is also found in Pirque

         Avoth 1:8, and in the Qumran Scrolls.  {Peah 1:1; Aboth 1:15,

         1:17, 3:9, 3:17, 5:14, 6:4}

RO2:14   [& v.13,15-17,26-27]: Sha'ul introduces a concept here that

         can lead to some interesting conclusions, but with caution:

         Proverbs 20:27 says: "The spirit of man (is) the candle of the

         LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly."  And in

         Luke 12:48 we read: "But he that knew not, and committed

         things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few (stripes).

         For to whomever much is given, of him shall much be required:

         and to whom men have committed much, from him they will ask

         the more."  This then along with the understanding that man

         received the "knowledge of good and evil" (and so it follows,

         in this context, a conscience) having eaten of the tree in the

         Garden, - we might be able to illustrate the following idea:

              YHVH's Word is Light [Ps.119:105].  When Adam and Chavah/

         Eve sinned in the garden, eating the tree of the knowledge of

         good and evil, - it is though they exchanged the full light

         of day in the presence of YHVH, - for a small flicker of a

         flame as of a match, (the conscience that can accuse or else

         excuse [Ro.2:15]).  That being a given, let's try to paint a

         picture:

              All humanity since the fall, has been in a dark room

                                 awaiting death:

            1). From the Garden to Noach, it was as if one held up a

            small flame like a match: and only very few could see their

            way to escape via the Door into Life.

            2). From Noach to Avraham, the flame burned a little

            brighter: and a few more could make out the Door and

            escape into Life.

            3). From Avraham to Moshe, the flame grew even more: and

            a people were born that could more clearly see the Door,

            and thus escape into Life.

            4). From Moshe to Messiah, the flame ignited into a

            brightly burning torch: and the path to the Door was clear,

            and even more could escape through the Door into Life.

            5). From the time of Messiah on, the Door (which is

            Messiah) has been flung wide open, and the Light of day

            shines clearly into the room; and whosoever will look can

            see the Door, and thus all can escape into Life in Him.

         While there needs to be caution here, I believe what Sha'ul

         words can show us indirectly is that some of those who never

         heard the Good-News of Yeshua Messiah, (or even of the Torah),

         will gain eternal life via the small flame of the conscience,

         as though some heard an internal witness from the Spirit about

         Messiah, and in their spirit believed in Yeshua, when: "in the

         day when Elohim/God will judge the secrets of men by Yeshua

         Messiah, according to my Good-News." [Ro2:16]. So then, "some"

         of those who've never heard (or heard falsehood in the name of

         another 'jesus' - another gospel, such as: the Jewish people

         who died at the hands of supposed "Christians" simply because

         they were Jews; and never heard the True Good-News of Yeshua

         Messiah) I believed will be saved and enter eternal life.  In

         somewhat the same way, that when Yeshua died he went to those

         that had perished in the flood in days of Noach, that they

         might be: "judged according to men in the flesh, but live

         according to God in the spirit [See commentary on 1Pe.4:6].

              Why the special need for caution then?  Because this idea

         could/can be twisted into saying: All paths lead to God. -That

         is NOT true!, one can only approach God through Yeshua

         Messiah!  Further, it could be said: Why witness if all who

         are supposed to be saved will be saved? -(this also comes up

         in Calvinism vs. Arminian disputes)- Because if the 'witness'

         of the conscience is only as a small flame, and the witness of

         the Good-News is as the bright light of day... How can we NOT

         witness, - so that many more can see the Light and escape the

         darkness.

         RABBINIC: Everything is foreseen by the Almighty, yet free

         will is given to man. [Ahvoth III, 19]

RO2:15   {Berakhoth 9:5}

RO2:17   {Aboth 2:8}

RO2:19   RABBINIC: A certain Galilean lectured concerning R. Chisda:

         When the shepherd gets angry at his flock, he blinds the

         leading goat at the head of the flock [so that the leader

         falls and with him all the flock].

              When a shepherd is angry with the sheep, he blinds the

         leader; that is, when God determines to punish the Israelites,

         He gives them unworthy rulers.  (in EnYa`akov @ B.Kamma 52) &

         TB Baba Kamma 52a.  {Abodah Zarah 4:7}

RO2:20   {Abodah Zarah 4:7}

RO2:21   {Sotah 9:9; Kiddushin 4:14; Baba Kamma 7:7, 10:1}

RO2:22   {Sanhedrin 9:6; Abodah Zarah 2:3, 2:6-7, 3:6-7, 4:2, 5:12}

RO2:23   {Aboth 4:13}

RO2:26   {Sanhedrin 4:5; Aboth 2:2, 3:2, 3:7}

RO2:28   [& v.29]: Circumcision is commanded to Jewish parents for

         their sons and is necessary to do [Read Acts 21:24; and see

         commentary there and at 1Cor.7:17 and Mat.3:9], but it is the

         circumcision of the heart that is the more important thing,

         without it the other loses it's worth.  So circumcision does

         have worth then? - Yes, read: Romans 3:1-2....

RO2:29   {Aboth 5:19}

RO3:1    {Aboth 3:14, 6:7}

RO3:6    {Rosh ha-Shanah 1:2}

RO3:9    {Kiddushin 4:14; Sanhedrin 10:1-2}

RO3:19   {Sukkah 5:1-4}

RO3:20   {Kiddushin 1:7, 1:9; Aboth 3:11, 3:17; Menahoth 11:6}

RO3:25   {Shekalim 6:1; Yoma 5:1-4; Shebuoth 1:2; Menahoth 11:6; Uktzin

         3:12}

RO3:28   [See commentary on 2Kefa/(Peter) 3:15]

RO3:30   As it shown based upon the literal in the Greek: circumcision

         out of (ek) their own faith, and uncircumcision through (dia)

         acquired faith.  In the USA we kind of lose sight of this fact

         that during Biblical times to come to the faith of the God of

         Avraham as a Gentile/Goyim, was to also come out of a pagan

         faithless culture.  But in this country today many are born

         into situations where several prior generations of there

         relatives have been Believers.  Even those that does not

         exactly apply, perhaps by this one can maybe glean some idea

         as to what it was like when Sha'ul gives the idea here of:

         'their own' and 'their acquired' faith. [See commentary on

         Rom.4:9]  {Nedarim 3:11}

RO3:31   Another example of Sha'ul's high regard for the Torah, - as he

         also shows Believers that we are to walk in accord with Torah;

         and NOT contrary to Torah!

RO4:2    {Berakhoth 2:2; Demai 2:2; Rosh ha-Shanah 3:7-8; Sotah 9:12;

         Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth 5:3, 5:18; Menahoth 13:11}

RO4:9    What all Gentile Believers have in common is that they are now

         'children of Avraham' (Hebrews) in the sense that Avram

         believed while as yet a Gentile, then next he obeyed the

         conditions of the Covenant given to him and to his descendants

         & became circumcised; and thus: the Jewish people came about.

         But what does Sha'ul say?-That the Gentile became Believers by

         their acquired-faith, the Jews by their own-faith [Rom3:30 &

         comment above].  What does this mean then? -- That you as a

         Gentile Believer have likewise believed as Avram believed and

         "acquired" this faith, even as he believed and "acquired" his

         faith.  He was a Gentile when given that promise that he would

         be the father of many nations, and he was a Gentile when he

         believed it (with the faith he himself acquired at that time)

         and was justified by that belief.  After this he was given the

         Brit-Milah, and this sign was after the first promise.  This

         sign was only given specifically to the descendent of Sarah

         (who's name was changed from Sarai).  And so all this is to

         say: The faith is available to all nations/goyim that Israel

         has; & yet the sign (circumcision) is specifically given only

         to the one Nation: Israel.  And so a "Nation" among "nations"

         was born.  This reinforces what we see in Eph.2:11-12, that:

         Gentile Believers are in the commonwealth OF Israel; but they

         never replaced Israel itself -OR- the Jews. This is also

         in accord with the what Sha'ul tells us in Rom.11:17 about

         the natural branches changing their character, - but not

         totally losing their identity.  [Gal.3:6,29]

              Of course, in a yet another physical sense Avraham was

         the father of many nations that grew from the other children,

         including Ishmael, who were born to his concubines.  [Gen.

         25:1,6]

RO4:12   {Niddah 4:2}

RO4:13   {Berakhoth 5:4; Maaser Sheni 5:13; Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth 2:4}

RO4:15   {Ketuboth 9:2}

RO4:16   {Bikkurim 1:4}

RO5:1    {Aboth 2:4}

RO5:3    {Sotah 9:15}

RO5:6    {Kiddushin 1:1; Aboth 5:10}

RO5:9    {Yebamoth 8:3; Baba Bathra 9:7; Makkoth 3:15; Aboth 1:5, 6:3;

         Arakhin 8:4; Negaim 12:5}

RO5:15   {Aboth 5:18}

RO6:19   {Aboth 4:2}

RO7:2    {Kiddushin 1:1}

RO7:7    {Aboth 4:21}

RO7:14   {Sanhedrin 10:1; Aboth 2:13}

RO8:11   {Sotah 9:15}

RO8:13   {Aboth 4:1}

RO8:18   {Peah 1:1; Aboth 4:17}

RO9:3    {Sanhedrin 2:1; Negaim 2:1}

RO9:4    {Taanith 4:8; Aboth 1:2}

RO9:6    {Sanhedrin 10:1}

RO9:7    {Nedarim 3:11}

RO9:16   {Shebuoth 4:13}

RO9:18   See commentary following verse 2Cor.4:4 in the MNV.

RO9:21   {Berakhoth 9:3; Uktzin 3:12}

RO10:17  {Berakhoth 9:2; Eduyoth 5:7}

RO11:2   {Taanith 2:1; Aboth 3:7}

RO11:4   {Sanhedrin 7:6}

RO11:17  [thru v.24]: The wild-olive-branches that come into the Good

         Olive Tree (Israel) become a partaker with her, but do not

         replace her. Their character changes (now-GRAFTED-wild [v.24])

         but their identification does not totally assimilate into the

         other type of branch throughout this entire illustration given

         to us here by Sha'ul.  It is as in Eph. 2:11-12, - where the

         Gentiles are shown to have come into the "commonwealth" of

         Israel; yet again: they do not replace Israel. -Any more than

         Canada became England when it entered the 'Commonwealth'. The

         two are one in standing before Elohim/God in Messiah Yeshua;

         but the two aren't completely each other. The man and the

         woman become 'one flesh'; but they do not become each other.

         We as the Bride of Messiah become one with the Messiah; but

         we do not become the Messiah.  Messiah Yeshua broke down the:

         M'chitzah - (the wall of the 2nd Temple which separated Goyim

         and Jews and another male Jews from female Jews -or- the

         dividing <middle> wall in Orthodox Synagogues that separates

         the men from the women), but did not make the two each other,

         when he made the two one in Himself.  Oxygen and Hydrogen make

         water; but the distinct elements do not become reversed and

         each other. [See commentary on: Ga.3:28;

         Acts21:21,24-25; Acts23:6; Acts26:7; Rom.4:9]  {Kilaim 1:7;

         Tamid 2:3}

RO11:26  {Sanhedrin 10:1}

RO11:33  {Aboth 4:15}

RO12:8   {Menahoth 13:11}

RO12:10  {Aboth 4:15}

RO12:11  {Aboth 2:8, 2:12, 2:15}

RO12:16  {Aboth 1:10, 1:13, 4:5, 6:4}

RO12:17  {Shekalim 3:2; Aboth 2:1}

RO12:19  {Parah 3:3}

RO12:21  {Aboth 1:10, 2:3}

RO14:1   Certain types of "dogma" that people hold are only an opinion

         that doesn't touch on the foundations of the faith.  An

         example of this: Pre, Post, Mid Rapture are all dogmatic

         opinions (even though one is correct); but teaching that

         there is not any "rapture" (catching up) is false doctrine.

RO14:2   Here Sha'ul states that the one who believes he may eat only

         vegetables is showing the weaker position.  But beyond

         commenting that it is the weaker position, that is between

         them and the Lord [v.3] if they decide not to eat meat.  But

         in 1Tim.4:3 (see commentary there) they are 'forbidding' to

         eat meat, and now they are intruding on others walk with The-

         Lord with their personal 'dogma'; and so it has changed into a

         false-doctrine they are commanding.  This is the objection

         that Messianic Jews have when we are told by Gentile Believers

         that we are in error or sin for keeping Kosher.  It is between

         us and the Lord as to our walk with Him, not between THEM

         (certain Gentiles) us and YHVH [v.4]; whether they personally

         feel it is the weaker position or not. [See commentary on

         Mat.15:2,20; Mark 7:18-19]

RO14:8   {Aboth 2:12}

RO14:10  {Aboth 4:22}

RO14:13  {Baba Metzia 5:11; Abodah Zarah 1:1}

RO14:21  I would think the sense here is 'in their presence'; as in

         inviting a vegetarian over for a stake dinner. [See commentary

         on Eph.5:18]

RO15:9   RABBINIC: When the King Messiah shall be revealed all the

         nations/(gentiles) of the world shall be gathered to Him.

         - (R. Simeon ben-Jochai on Is.14:29 / also: Is.11:1-10)

RO15:10  {Berakhoth 9:5}

RO15:20  {Aboth 2:5}

RO16:21  NOTE: Origen states that this Lucius is the same person as

         Luke the physician [Col.4:14 - & see commentary there], and

         that he is a cousin of R. Sha'ul/(Paul).

=======================================================================

                        COMMENTARY ON 1 CORINTHIANS

=======================================================================

1CO1:10  {Aboth 5:17}

1CO1:20  {Sanhedrin 10:2}

1CO3:8   {Aboth 5:23}

1CO3:15  The same type of understanding that there are degrees of

         punishment in the Judgement [Mat.11:21-22]; so there are

         degrees of reward due to our works (mitzvot), or lack thereof.

         We are shown by this passage then that while it is true that

         we aren't saved by "works", we are rewarded as a result of

         them; and likewise suffer lack through the neglect of them.

         And even worse than just a lack through some kind of a

         'neglect', would be: faith without works is dead.  [James

         2:20b]

1CO3:18  {Aboth 2:5, 4:1, 5:7}

1CO3:21  {Aboth 6:1}

1CO4:3   {Baba Kamma 6:4}

1CO4:7   {Aboth 3:7}

1CO4:11  {Aboth 6:4}

1CO4:15  {Baba Metzia 2:11}

1CO5:1   {Yebamoth 6:5, 11:1; Sanhedrin 7:4; Kerithoth 1:1}

1CO5:7   {Pesahim 1:1, 1:3-5, 2:1-3, 2:7-8, 3:1-2, 3:5-8; Makkoth 3:2;

         Zebahim 1:1}

1CO5:12  {Megillah 4:8; Sanhedrin 10:1}

1CO6:1   What Sha'ul is referring to here is a Beit-Din (House of

         Judgement).  From Biblical times to the present the Beit-Din

         has been done in Judaism, and is modeled after the Sanhedrin.

         While it is true that much of our legal system in the USA was

         originally patterned after the legal system of Torah; the idea

         Sha'ul is trying to get across to us here is not (of course)

         about the quality of the legal system; but about us going

         outside of the Body of Believers in matters of judgement

         between ourselves.  Sadly, this Biblical injunction is either

         ignored in most Gentile Churches and far too many Messianic

         Congregations; or if it is observed, it is usually only

         observed in a very limited way at best.  Many, many of the

         problems of the Body would be solved if a Beit-Din was in

         place that operated under Biblical guidelines in accord with

         Mat.18:15-20.  It is not up to the Congregational leader to

         solve each and every problem that comes up; that is what Moshe

         was trying to do by himself when his father-in-law suggested

         Moshe appoint others to judge in his place (which led later

         to the Sanhedrin).  Many of the things that get blown out of

         proportion would be solved before they ever got to that point

         if the Congregations all had a working and valid Beit-Din

         structure in place.

1CO6:3   Some have suggested here that we as Believers will be judging

         the holy angels.  I think the sense is rather judging the

         fallen angels that have warred with us during our lifetime.

         What would we be judging the holy angels about anyway? - that

         they remained in the will of God?  {Sanhedrin 4:1}

1CO6:5   {Ketuboth 11:2; Sanhedrin 1:1}

1CO6:16  {Sanhedrin 10:3; Aboth 6:2, 6:7, 6:9-11}

1CO6:19  {Gittin 9:3}

1CO7:3   {Ketuboth 4:4, 5:6-7}

1CO7:2   See v.3 below.

1CO7:3   Rebbe Sha'ul here is commenting on the need for a husband and

         wife to not neglect one another in their sexual sharing with

         each other (though of course each being sensitive with their

         spouse).  This is based upon two equal concepts in Judaic

         reasoning...  Procreational: Peru Urevu (be fertile and

         increase), and the Relational: Shalom Bayit (family harmony).

         In this regard Biblical Judaism says: sexuality in marriage is

         a commandment given by God to mankind in Genesis; and a gift

         from God to mankind, His creation.  [Deut.24:5]  R. Sha'ul is

         never against marriage as some wrongly suppose; only for the

         liberty of those who feel led and able not to marry not to, -

         and that only by way of permission in suggestion, and not as a

         commandment [1Cor.7:6].  Rather he states that in this area:

         "marriage is honorable and the bed undefiled" [Heb.13:4]-

         (though Hebrews is untitled, it is often suggested to have

         been written by Sha'ul); and "to avoid immorality let every

         man have his own wife and every woman have her own husband."

         [1Cor.7:2]; and "it is better to marry than to burn (with

         desire). [1Cor.7:9].

1CO7:4   See v.3 above.

1CO7:5   See commentary on 1Cor.7:3.  {Yoma 8:1; Yebamoth 6:6; Ketuboth

         5:6; Nedarim 2:1}

1CO7:6   See commentary on 1Cor.7:3.  [Mat.19:12 & its commentary]

1CO7:14  {Yebamoth 11:2; Ketuboth 4:3}

1CO7:17  [thru v.20 & v.24]: Verse 19 of this portion is one of the

         most misquoted and misapplied verses, by certain Gentile

         Christians, of the New Covenant.  What is ironic about this

         though, is it is in the midst of one of the most clear

         portions of Scripture, showing the very opposite of what they

         try to have it mean.  "circumcision is nothing, and

         uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the

         commandments of God." [1Co.7:19]  What you'll hear some say

         here is... 'See, circumcision is worthless, it is the keeping

         of the commandments of love now that is important.'.  This is

         entirely off the mark as to what Sha'ul is saying.  The last

         part of the verse shows the idea of: '...but keeping of the

         commandments of God (is something).'  How can I say this? -

         Because he says to remain in that state if you are Jewish; and

         to not seek that state if you aren't.  The keeping of the

         commandments resulted in circumcision; and the commandments to

         circumcise are not given to the Gentiles [See commentary on

         Acts 21:25].  Young's Literal Translation Of The Holy Bible

         (by: Robert Young, Author of the Analytical Concordance to the

         Bible) brings this out much more clearly from the Greek:

         "the circumcision is nothing, and the uncircumcison is nothing

         --but a keeping of the commands of God."  The idea Sha'ul is

         trying (in context) to show to us here is not so much

         concerning circumcision or not, as it is staying in the state

         you were in when you were called: staying a Jew (now a

         Believing-Jew); and staying a Gentile (now a righteous-

         Gentile).  [See commentary on Rom. 11:17; Eph. 2:11]

              But one can't become "uncircumcised", right?  Wrong -

         Having an operation to make oneself appear not-Jewish

         (uncircumcised), was a common practice amongst secular

         diaspora Jews amongst the Romans and the Greeks, (Gentiles

         looked upon circumcision as perverse, and since many/most

         business transactions were conducted in public bath houses, if

         one discovered one was circumcised, they were shunned.) Either

         Bible Review or Biblical Archaeology Review sometime back went

         into a somewhat detailed account of the practice which was

         popular during the 1st century.  [Read Romans 3:1; and see the

         commentary on Romans 2:28]

              Then we can sum it up as this: While circumcision is

         a physical thing, undoing it, would be reversing a Commandment

         of YHVH; and so that is why BOTH groups (circumcised and

         uncircumcised) are instructed in this.  The uncircumcised,

         as they were never directly commanded to circumcise - and

         while doing only a 'physical thing', would be adding to God's

         revelation to them as Gentile/Goyim Believers; whereas the

         circumcision -while only undoing a physical thing - would be

         taking away from God's revelation to them regarding this

         direct Mitzvah of Torah.  And so both groups doing so for the

         wrong reasons. - The uncircumcised thinking they had to do it

         to become Jews to approach YHVH; and the circumcised doing

         it to try and appear as Gentiles for worldly gain.

1CO7:37  Arranged marriages were often the norm in Biblical times, and

         are still done by certain Orthodox Jewish sects even today.

         They could even be arranged for the children at their birth.

         This type of an arranged marriage by the father giving away

         his daughter would be then what Sha'ul is addressing here.

1CO7:39  {Gittin 9:3; Kiddushin 1:1}

1CO8:1   {Abodah Zarah 2:3}

1CO8:10  {Sanhedrin 7:6}

1CO9:7   {Baba Kamma 10:9; Baba Metzia 7:2-5}

1CO9:9   {Terumoth 9:3; Megillah 4:9; Baba Kamma 5:7; Aboth 3:11}

1CO9:10  {Megillah 4:9}

1CO9:16  {Aboth 2:8}

1CO9:24  {Baba Kamma 4:4; Abodah Zarah 1:7}

1CO9:25  {Sotah 9:15; Aboth 3:13}

1CO9:27  {Aboth 4:1, 5:4, 10:1}

1CO10:4  {Sotah 9:12; Aboth 5:6}

1CO10:5  {Sanhedrin 10:3}

1CO10:9  {Aboth 5:4}

1CO10:12 {Aboth 2:4}

1CO10:21 {Abodah Zarah 4:8; Aboth 3:3}

1CO10:24 {Sanhedrin 3:1, 3:4; Aboth 5:10}

1CO10:25 {Shebiith 8:10; Abodah Zarah 2:3; Hullin 1:1}

1CO10:28 {Abodah Zarah 1:5}

1CO10:31 {Hagigah 2:1; Aboth 2:12, 6:11}

1CO11:3  [See v. 4 below]  [Gen.3:16]

1CO11:4  [thru v.16]: This passage has been misinterpreted to say that

         Messianic Jewish men are wrong for wearing Yarmulkah/Kippot on

         their head.  Besides the fact that Sha'ul would have been

         aware of the turban the Cohanim/Priests wore while ministering

         before YHVH; the Greek words here mean 'to completely veil

         or hide the head', and so included the idea of a face veil...

              (2596 - kata [Green's Interlin."having down over his

              head]; 177 - akatakaluptos [not covered, unveiled]; 2619

              - katakalupto [to cover up, veil or cover one's self];

              4018 - peribolaion [covering or veil])

         ... and do not suggest merely a small something sitting on top

         of the head.  Many women in several Messianic Congregations,

         women in several Protestant Christian Churches, and women in

         Catholic Churches in general cover their hair or wear some

         kind of covering on their head based upon these verses.  In

         Biblical practice we see Rachel veiling her face when she

         meets her future husband for the first time [Gen.24:65].  In

         the Torah we see the following done in the judgement

         procedure against an adulteress:

           "And the Cohen shall set the woman before YHVH/The-LORD,

         and uncover the woman's head,..." - Num.5:18a.

         A woman's hair was considered seductive and as a 'private

         part' of her.  It was considered a shame for her to be viewed

         with her hair uncovered in public (especially for a married

         woman).  In Rabbinic halachah, a wife who goes with her hair

         loose (exposed) in public may be divorced and not given the

         portion specified to her in the Ketubah (wedding contract)

         [Ketubot 7:6].  Many Believers also practice based upon this

         portion in Corinthians that: a man should not have excessively

         long hair, nor should a woman have very short hair.

              Sha'ul's statement in 1Cor.11:16 is a reinforcement of

         what he says in this portion.  The: "we have no such custom",

         would not be speaking of Sha'ul's instructions then; but

         addressing any contention one may have to what he has said.

         Ryrie says on v.16: "no such custom. I.e., no custom of women

         worshiping without a covering".  Though I believe Sha'ul is

         including here his entire discourse, not just the one portion

         Ryrie notes.  And especially it appears to me that Sha'ul is

         referring back to his opening statements identifying the

         problems [v.4-5]; and so this statement [v.16] would then be a

         summation on these problems.

              Regarding the comments Sha'ul makes in v.10, the sense is

         perhaps: as the Seraphim cover their faces in the very

         presence of YHVH who is over them [Isa.6:2]; so the woman

         should cover her head as a symbol of the authority of the man.

         And as The Holy One cannot look upon sin; so also His angels

         would be offended at seeing no symbol of acknowledgement of

         God's order.

              (I have no doubts that some reading this in our day and

         age are offended at this point.  I'll only add that it is sad

         that what should be viewed as a beautiful thing; might be

         being looked down upon as a bondage and slighting of women. If

         so maybe it will help to ask yourself this: Do you really

         think that the angel Gavri'el who stands in the presence of

         YHVH, minds the fact that God created the Archangel Mikha'el

         over him? -- I think not!)

              It has been said that the reason Sha'ul brings the issue

         up was to counter transvestism (men wearing women's head-veils

         - and women abandoning theirs) that was in Corinth's culture;

         and that the Congregation there was in danger of (if not

         already) being infiltrated by this practice, or worse.  A case

         of practices of the world entering into the Congregations of

         Messiah.  An increasing problem that the USA Churches have had

         to face the latter half of this century is the constant

         temptation to mingle the holy and the profane.

              In a Rabbinic writing it says, If you look around and do

         not see any righteous men, - try being one yourself.  In

         another Rabbinic writing it says that Noach himself was not an

         extremely righteous man; but compared to his wicked generation

         - he was very righteous.  Whether this is true or not as to

         the exact condition of Noach; we do know that Scripture tells

         us Noach was found righteous in the midst of that wicked

         generation.  Mindful that our righteousness is in Messiah

         Yeshua and not of ourselves... May YHVH grant it, that the

         same as was said of Noach, may be said of us as well!  [Mat.

         24:37-39]  {Berakhoth 3:5}

1CO11:5  {Shabbath 6:1, 6:5-6, 8:3, 15:2; Ketuboth 2:1, 5:8, 7:6; Nazir

         4:5; Sotah 1:5-7; Baba Kamma 8:6}

1CO11:10 {Ketuboth 2:1, 7:7; Nedarim 10:5}

1CO11:14 {Taanith 2:7; Moed Katan 3:1; Nazir 1:2; Sotah 1:7-8; Oholoth

         3:4; Makshirin 1:5}

1CO11:16 See commentary on 1Cor.11:4.

1CO11:19 {Aboth 5:17}

1CO11:22 {Taanith 4:8}

1CO11:23 {Peah 2:6; Aboth 1:1, 1:3; Zebahim 1:3}

1CO12:3  I believe that "Lord" here in the Greek refers to the Hebrew

         Tetragrammaton of The-LORD/YHVH God; even as it is MarYAH

         in the Aramaic Pethitta. [also see - Phil.2:11 commentary.]

1CO12:26 {Sotah 1:7}

1CO13:1  {Shekalim 5:1; Sotah 7:1; Baba Metzia 7:1; Arakhin 2:5}

1CO13:3  {Peah 1:1}

1CO13:8  {Aboth 5:16}

1CO13:12 {Kelim 14:6, 30:2}

1CO14:16 {Berakhoth 5:4, 8:8; Yoma 6:2, 7:3, 7:5; Taanith 2:2, 2:4-5;

         Sotah 2:5; Moed Katan 1:8; Kiddushin 1:6; Sanhedrin 7:10,

         10:2; Makkoth 3:1; Shebuoth 4:3; Tamid 7:2}

1CO14:19 {Baba Metzia 4:12; Yebamoth 15:7}

1CO14:20 {Kinnim 3:6}

1CO14:27 {Megillah 4:1}

1CO14:35 {Sotah 3:4}

1CO14:39 There are several views on the "Gifts Of The Spirit" around

         today...  Those who feel they've all passed away with the end

         of the Apostolic age and with the close of the Canon of

         Scripture; and those who feel they are all still in operation,

         since: "the Gifts and calling of God are without repentance".

         Those who feel the only gift still in operation is healing;

         and those who feel that the vocal-gifts are gone but the other

         gifts are still in operation.  Those who feel that since they

         are passed away: all supposed manifestations are either from

         the imagination, or perhaps from Satan; and those who feel

         that even though the gifts are all truly in operation, all too

         often: some people think it is The-Lord speaking when it is

         only their soul, or else some people are faking things to rob

         money or gain power, and sometimes some people are being

         deceived by a demon.  Those that think just about anything

         goes and were under grace so don't worry if you say something

         false - just keep trying till you get it right; and those

         people that are charismatic - but very cautious, saying: false

         prophets in our day is just as serious of a matter as it was

         in Old(er) Testament times, and so we must be very careful to

         "try the spirits whether they are of God" [1Jn.4:1]

              The "Didache", an instruction manual written by leaders

         of the Messianic Jewish movement, to the Gentile Congregations

         around the close of the first cent. A.D., (see part I MNV

         appendix) has quite a bit to say on the gifts of the Spirit;

         examples:

           DIDACHE 11."...And when he departs, let the Emissary receive

           nothing except bread, until he find shelter; but if he asks

           (for) money, he is a false prophet.  And any Prophet, (when

           its truly known he is)-[NOTE below: approved and found

           true], speaking in the Ruach/Spirit you shall not try

           neither discern: - for every sin shall be forgiven, but this

           sin shall not be forgiven.  Yet not everyone that speaks in

           the <S>pirit is a Prophet, but only if he has the ways of

           YHVH/Adonai. From his ways therefore the false prophet and

           the Prophet shall be recognized. {...} And every Prophet

           teaching the truth, if he does not what he teaches, is a

           false prophet. {...} And whosoever shall say in the

           "S"-pirit, give me silver or anything else, you shall not

           listen to him; but if he tells you to give on behalf of

           others that are in want, let no man judge him."

         The following is taken from a public BBS computer post by

         Donna D{...}, (my thanks):

              "(Eusebius quoting first from the writings of Irenaeus,

           130-200 AD): "Similarly, we hear many members of the Church

           who have prophetic gifts and by the Spirit speak with all

           kinds of tongues, and bring men's secret thoughts to light

           for their own good, and expound the mysteries of God."

              Now Eusebuis' immediate comment on this statement by

           Irenaeus: "This will suffice to show that DIVERSITY OF GIFTS

           CONTINUED AMONG FIT PERSONS till the time I am speaking of."

              The above was quoted by Eusebius from Irenaeus' work

           fighting against the false prophets of gnostic heresies,

           "Refutation and Overthrow of Knowledge Falsely so Called".

              Says Eusebius of these writings: "...and in Book II of

           the same work he makes it clear that right down to his own

           time manifestations of divine and miraculous power had

           continued in some churches."  Again he quotes from Irenaeus:

              "So it is that in His name those who truly are His

           disciples, having received grace from Him, put it to

           effectual use for the benefit of their fellow men, in

           proportion to the gift each one has received from Him.  Some

           drive out demons really and truly, so that often those

           cleansed from evil spirits believe and become members of the

           Church; some have fore-knowledge of the future, visions, and

           prophetic utterances; others, by the laying-on of hands,

           heal the sick and restore them to health; and before now, as

           I said, dead men have actually been raised and have remained

           with us for many years.  In fact, it is impossible to

           enumerate the gifts which throughout the world the Church

           has received from God and in the name of Jesus Christ

           crucified under Pontius Pilate, and every day puts to

           effectual use for the benefit of the heathen, deceiving no

           one and making profit out of no one: freely she received

           from God, and freely she ministers."

              Eusebuis makes several mentions of the witness of true

           on-going spiritual power in the Church after the death of

           all the first-generation apostles, including one Quadratus

           "eminent for a prophetic gift. He quotes and paraphrases

           from the writings of Justin Martyr (65-100 AD) as to the

           continuance of spiritual gifting through his day:

              "He also tells us that right up to his own time prophetic

           gifts were a conspicuous feature of the Church."

              Then giving us the historical perspective of the time

           period which false-prophetic heretics (during the period of

           Marcus Aurelis' reign): "It was at that very time, in

           Phyrgia, that Montanus, Alcibiades, Theodotus, and their

           followers began to acquire a widespread reputation for

           prophecy; FOR NUMEROUS OF THE MIRACULOUS GIFT OF GOD, STILL

           OCCURRING IN VARIOUS CHURCHES, led many to believe that

           these men TOO were prophets.

              I think Eusebuis hit the nail on the head when he saw a

           connection with the waning of spiritual gifts in the body of

           Christ with that of the straying from the doctrine which was

           handed down by the first generation apostles. He paraphrases

           Hegesipppus "to say that until then the Church had remained

           a virgin, pure and uncorrupted, since those who were trying

           to corrupt the wholesome standard of the saving message, if

           such there were, lurked somewhere under the cover of

           darkness.  But when the sacred band of the apostles had in

           various ways reached the end of their life, and the

           generation of those privileged to listen with their own

           ears to the divine wisdom had passed on, then godless error

           began to take shape, through the deceit of false teachers,

           who now that none of the apostles was left threw off the

           mask and attempted to counter the preaching of the truth by

           preaching the knowledge falsely so called."

           ------------------------------------------------------------

           I'll leave this with a closing thought... While it is true

           that Scripture says: "And these signs will follow those who

           believe..." [Mark 16:17a]; if your 'looking' for signs and

           wonders you are walking backward through life - (remember,

           they follow you.)  Keep your eyes on Yeshua Messiah first;

           and then let what will follow from Him -- follow.

1CO14:40 {Berakhoth 9:5; Megillah 3:3}

1CO15:3  {Shabbath 16:1}

1CO15:39 {Hullin 8:1}

1CO15:45 There are many parallels that can be drawn between the 1st

                 Adam, and the 2nd Adam - Yeshua Messiah....

         1ST ADAM:                     YESHUA MESSIAH, 2ND ADAM:

         1) By the woman (Eve) who     1) By the woman (Miryam) who was

         was created sinless, sin      born under sin, the sinless One

         was about to enter the world. Yeshua Messiah enters the world.

         Through a woman eternal life  Through a woman He who is Life

         was lost to mankind.          Eternal was born to mankind.

         2) This day's events start    2) That night's events start in

         in the Garden of Eden in the  the Garden of Gethsemane, and on

         beginning of creation's       the last day of the mundane week

         eternal 7th day, Shabbat;     before going into the 7th day,

         as result of these events,    the Shabbat; Yeshua is raised on

         mankind enters the mundane    the 8th, which is the 1st day of

         8th, which begins the 1st     the week.  At this Havdalah into

         day of the week. At this      Messiah's Resurrection, mankind

         Havdalah into suffering,      can now rejoice over what they

         mankind begins to mourn what  have found through Yeshua

         they have lost through sin.   Messiah.

         3) Adam (who was created      3) Yeshua who was born sinless &

         sinless and in communion      lived in communion with God goes

         with God) is off by himself,  off by Himself to pray; His

         while his wife who was told   Talmidim representing the Bride

         not to eat of the tree, is    of Messiah are told to pray they

         about to be tempted.          don't enter into temptation.

         4) haSatan, and so spiritual  4) The sun has already set so

         darkness, enters the Garden;  darkness is over the Garden;

         he who entered the snake &    haSatan has entered a man who

         who tempts the woman.         betrays the Son of man.

         5) Adam returns to find his   5) Yeshua returns to find His

         wife Eve in deception & sin.  Talmidim disobeying and asleep.

         6) Because of the lie of the  6) Because of the Truth of

         serpent mankind sins and      Yeshua Messiah, who was lifted

         dies.                         up as Moshe lifted up the bronze

                                       serpent in the wilderness,

                                       mankind is made sinless & lives.

         7) In this day Adam's chance  7) In this day Yeshua Messiah

         to obey & not sin, and ask    who's sinless, obeys God, & all

         for atonement for his wifes'  mankind's chance for Atonement

         sin is lost; & sins enters    is provided; thus the way for

         mankind.                      removing mankind's sin is here.

         8) As a result Adam & Eve are 8) Yeshua is taken from the

         driven from the "sinless"     "fallen" Garden by men driven by

         Garden by God; and the way    haSatan, who take Him forth from

         back is guarded by a holy     the Garden with swords.

         Angel with a flaming sword.

         9) By faithlessness, from the 9) By faith, from the knowledge

         Tree of the Knowledge of Good of what was accomplished by

         and Evil: mankind loses its   Yeshua Messiah on this Tree of

         eternal life and gets death,  persecution and death: mankind

         and loses opportunity to the  loses the threat of eternal

         Tree of Life.                 death and gains Eternal Life,

                                       and right to the Tree of Life.

         10) Adam and Eve flee the     10) Toward the close of this day

         tree, and hide, and hear the  in the evening, Yeshua the Word

         Voice of God in the cool of   of God, the Son of God and the

         the day in the evening,       Son of man, remaining on the

         calling out to Adam the       Tree, cries out to His Father:

         created son of God: Where are My God My God, why have you

         you?                          forsaken Me?

         11) By the curse upon the     11) By Yeshua Messiah who is the

         seed of the serpent, haSatan  Promised One the Seed of the

         himself is cursed, and his    woman, the evil works of haSatan

         head to be bruised by the     the Serpent are crushed.

         Seed of the woman.

         10) So promise is given for   10) So promise is completed for

         the hope of Redemption, and   the redemption of mankind, in

         animal skins are provided by  the innocent blood of the Lamb

         God to sinful mankind who's   of God that's shed to provide an

         fallen from the likeness of   eternal removal of sin, and to

         Elohim, for a clothing        restore to the new inner-man the

         covering.                     likeness of Elohim.

         11) From the fall, curses of  11) From the redemption, Yeshua

         God come upon mankind, as a   who became a curse for us, says

         result of their sin.          Father forgive them, for they

                                       know not what they do.

         12) The way to Paradise lost. 12) The way to Paradise found.

         On that one physical day      On that one physical day

         mankind lost eternal life &   mankind was was given life

         died Spiritually, and all     eternal Spiritually; and at the

         creation began its' physical  end of the Millennium Kingdom

         decay; & within one spiritual 1000 year-day the universe is

         day (1000 yrs.) Adam and Eve  recreated, & we find all mankind

         died physically.  Creation's  living for eternity physically.

         Shabbat is for a moment in    The Re-creation's Shabbat is

         time lost.                    eternally regained.

              [For more information along these lines, see the

         commentary on 2Cor.12:4; 1Tim.2:14]

1CO15:51 See commentary on 1Thess.4:16.

1CO15:54 {Moed Katan 3:9}

1CO15:58 {Berakhoth 9:5; Aboth 2:16}

1CO16:2  NOTE: - [neither passage has the word day in it].  But, it is

         translated from a different word order...2596-down/about/

         according as (to)/after/every/*AFTER; 3391-one/first; 4521-

         Shabbat/between two Shabbats/a week. This could also be

         translated various ways, ...according as to one week..., after

         one Shabbat (and before the next) ...after first of the

         week..., or, ...every one week {as my Interlinear has it}. I

         like "after one Shabbat, and before the next"; but, here

         again, the translators have it, on the first day of the week

         (that is SOME of them do, not all of them), and it could just

         as easily support another reading, and in fact, should be a

         different reading than the one in Acts, as it is expressed

         totally different in 1 Cor., than in Acts.  Yet, do to a

         historical understanding [which didn't predate the Writings

         BTW], we have it translated exactly the same way.  Leaving

         that aside though, I will admit the secondary meanings are

         also valid, (which may not always be the case, but is in this

         case for...) the Biblical calendar system starts sunday [the

         first day of the week], at Shabbat-[saturday] sundown.  And

         from the context of Acts 20:7, we can see that the majority of

         the meeting was during the night time, so, I'd submit that if

         you take the statement in Acts 20:7 as referring to the

         majority of the meeting, then it would be accurate.  However,

         if you take it as the time they first came together, it IS NOT

         accurate, as at midnight, [if they FIRST gathered on sunday

         {first day of the week}], would then be monday, in which case,

         you'd have them meeting for a short sunday, and a long monday

         service.  However, if you take the primary meaning of the

         words in Acts 20:7, as well as the facts of the Jewish

         calendar system, as well as the context and early Messianic

         historical information, you have to conclude that they either

         met late on Shabbat, (before sunset), and that the meeting

         extended into the first day of the week (after sunset till

         midnight), or that they met right after sunset Shabbat (which

         is the very beginning of the sunday), and so, it would be the

         time of the Havdolah no matter how you look at it, which is

         sundown Shabbat.  Not only is this the only explanation that

         makes sense, we know the early Messianic Jewish Believers did

         not stop using the Biblical calendar system, and switch over

         to the pagan Roman calendar system at this early date

         whatsoever.  And the terms/times are in accord with the

         Biblical calendar in the New Covenant (with the possible

         exception of John's Gospel, -- but this is debatable as well).

1CO16:7  {Sukkah 2:1; Eduyoth 2:3}

1CO16:9  {Baba Metzia 7:5}

1CO16:18 {Shebiith 10:9; Aboth 3:10}

1CO16:19 {Demai 16:19; Shabbath 7:18}

=======================================================================

                        COMMENTARY ON 2 CORINTHIANS

=======================================================================

2CO1:3   {Sanhedrin 6:5}

2CO1:22  {Aboth 3:16}

2CO2:16  {Hullin 3:5}

2CO3:3   {Shabbath 1:5; Sotah 2:4; Aboth 4:20}

2CO3:6   True; but to continue on with the thought...  The Spirit of

         The Torah is not contrary to the letter of the Torah either.

         The sense is a right approach of love by Torah; or a wrong

         approach of prescriptive-legalism by Torah.  In either case

         then the context is Torah.  1Tim.1:8 "But we know that the

         Torah is good if a man uses it Law-fully/(3545 - nomioms

         [agreeable to the Torah, properly])".

2CO3:7   {Taanith 4:6; Baba Bathra 5:8; Aboth 5:6, 6:2}

2CO4:4   See commentary following this verse in the MNV.

2CO4:7   {Kelim 2:1, 3:1, 4:1}

2CO5:18  {Yoma 8:9}

2CO6:14  {Kilaim 8:2-3}

2CO6:15  {Sanhedrin 10:4}

2CO8:10  {Shekalim 6:5}

2CO8:12  {Menahoth 13:11}

2CO11:2  {Sotah 3:3}

2CO11:22 {Ketuboth 1:5; Sanhedrin 10:1}

2CO11:24 {Kilaim 8:2-3; Maaser Sheni 3:9; Shabbath 7:2; Makkoth 3:5,

         3:10-12}

2CO11:33 {Arakhin 9:5}

2CO12:2  In Judaic thought there are Seven Heavens.  Only three are

         mentioned in Scripture (in the 3rd is the assuming of the

         other 2). Sha'ul (speaking of himself as this "man") did not

         know whether he was physically caught up in some kind of the

         sense Eliyahu was physically transported; or in the spirit as

         Yochanan who viewed the Revelation on the "Lord's Day" [Re.

         1:10] when he went up [Re.4:1-2].  [See commentary on 2Cor.

         12:5]

2CO12:4  "Paradise", in it's Biblical Judaic sense is the abode of the

         spirits of the Righteous dead, (as Gey-Hinnom is the abode of

         the spirits of the wicked dead until the Judgement), and that

         the body and "soul" of a righteous man sleeps in the grave

         awaiting Messiah with the last Shofar/(trumpet) of God

         sounding <alt: last blast/sounding of the Shofar of God {see:

         Mt.24:31>>; (but the wicked dead await the final Judgement).

         This is shown in the statement to the repentant thief by

         Yeshua in Luke 23:43 "this day in Paradise".  The Rabbi's

         state that Paradise is the Garden of Eden that was lifted off

         the earth after Adam and Chavah/(Eve) were thrown out of it,

         (or that it dwells in a place close to the earth but

         unapproachable - the way being guarded by the Angel with the

         flaming sword.)  This understanding is also seen somewhat in

         Rev.2:7b: "... Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the

         Paradise of God." (as we note the Tree of Life in the Garden

         of Eden.) [See commentary on 2Cor.12:2; 1Cor.15:45; 1Tim.2:14]

2CO12:7  {Baba Kamma 8:6}

=======================================================================

                          COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS

=======================================================================

GA1:13   {Ketuboth 7:6}

GA1:14   NOTE: <(form of)>-Judaism-(2454)-eeoodahismos (proceeded by

         the definite article), is here used as a 'branch' of Judaism;

         specifically: P'rushim-Judaism. - (of which were the P'rushim

         who were fellow contemporaries of Sha'ul).  Also from knowing

         that all forms of Judaism including Messianic (Natzratim/

         M'shacheeym) were universally considered together during the

         first century, being classed under the one term "Judaism".

              Today however one often sees it clarified as: Messianic/

         Natzratim-Judaism, sometimes Messianic Biblical-Judaism, for

         Jews who believe in Yeshua Messiah.  Then often: Rabbinic-

         Judaism, and less so as Traditional-Judaism, for those Jews

         who don't (yet) know Yeshua as their Messiah.  Some of the

         'Traditional' Jews have a problem with the term applied to

         them, as: "Rabbinic Jews", and they also have a problem with

         the term we use to describe ourselves: "Messianic Jews".  The

         contention really isn't logical contention though.  The one

         main focal point of all Jews who believe in Yeshua is: The

         Messiah of YHVH; but the same cannot be universally said for

         all branches of modern Traditional Judaism.  Likewise,

         'Rabbinics' is to one degree or another less stressed in

         Messianic Judaism than it is in Traditional Judaism, - hence

         the term.  Also one will note that these terms have been used

         by several folks on both sides for quite some time now.  Then

         besides the fact we reserve the right to identify ourselves

         however we feel led to do; if you don't like it - your kind of

         too late.

              [Judaism/Y'hudim, in literal Hebrew: those who praise

         (unto Elohim/God).]

              The "traditions" that Sha'ul mentions here refers to the

         halachah and sayings of the Oral-Torah (The Mishnah).

GA2:4    NOTE: These false brothers, (contradicting the decision of the

         First Council of the Congregation in Yerushalayim's ruling to

         the sh'eilah/question spoken of in the Scroll of Acts @ 15:20,

         & 21:25), were still saying that the goyim/gentiles had to

         undergo circumcision and become proselyte-Jews before they

         could come into covenant with Messiah and fellowship with the

         Jewish brethren.  This in itself is contrary to the idea of

         Gar-Tsaddikim in Tanach; and even the Rabbinic idea of the

         righteous Goyim - who are not proselytes, yet 'dwell' in

         righteousness when keeping mitzvot of the Covenant of Noach,

         [as we see echoed in Acts 15/21, noted above]; and also:

         against the Rabbinic idea of *discouraging goyim/gentiles from

         converting to become Jews.  *(And so this halachah is then in

         accord with the teaching of Brit HaChadashah [N.T.].)

GA2:7    NOTE: Odd, we see, is: the Catholic idea of Kefa/(Peter) being

         the first pope: since we see that Kefa was the emissary unto

         the Y'hudim/Jews; but it was Sha'ul/(Paul) who was the

         emissary unto the Goyim/Gentile.  Not only this, but the

         Catholic notion that Kefa was the 'first' pope flies in the

         face of the fact that: Ya'akov (not Kefa) was the first head

         of the Congregations from Yerushalayim (not Rome).

GA2:12   NOTE: "departing"-(575)-apo; -usually denotes: separation or

         departure, cessation, reversal, etc..  This could very well be

         taken in a negative sense of 'departing-from'.

              "...of those from the circumcision" - (those who favored

         Gentile circumcision).

GA2:13   NOTE: The Aramaic Peshitta (Lamsa's, not Murdock's) here

         introduces a different aspect: that they were "Jewish

         converts".  But addressing the issue from the Greek we see

         that Kefa was not wrong for eating with Goyim, - (it is WHAT

         you eat, NOT who you eat with that is addressed in Tanach), -

         but 1st century Rabbinic thought had extended the non-kosher

         laws as to being the 'state' that those who ate non-kosher

         took on, even if the person was not given those laws. - Which

         then made for the Rabbinic 1st century notion of goyim being

         themselves 'non-kosher', contrary to the Biblical teaching

         that Goyim themselves were righteous if they worshiped YHVH

         & keep the covenants that they'd been given (such as Jethro,

         & what was given to Noach, a Gentile.)  So then Kefa was

         responding to halachah that was contrary to the mitzvot of

         Torah; or in short: heeding traditions of man that were

         themselves contrary to the Tanach of Elohim.

GA2:14   And so we see this agreeing with the above conclusions.

GA2:15   NOTE: Showing that Sha'ul still acknowledges the distinction

         between Goyim/Gentiles and Y'hudim/Jews, (the same way there

         is still a difference between men & women!).  It's the middle

         wall that has been removed, but not the two 'types' of people,

         (who are now BOTH in Messiah - one.)  The WALL removed means

         the two are now in ONE place together, and no longer in two

         separate places.  The hand does not become the eye, nor the

         eye the hand. - A man remains a man, and a woman a woman,

         (With specific instructions to each in the New Covenant.)

         Yet their position as individual groups has become equal in

         Messiah. The individual groups remain however in this life on

         earth, as anyone can (hopefully) clearly see. [See commentary

         on: Ga.3:28; Acts 21:21,24-25; Acts 23:6; Acts 26:7; Rom.

         11:17]

GA2:16   NOTE: Efforts in legalism (by) prescriptive use of Torah:

         (2041-3551)-erga-nomon.  See: Jewish New Testament /David H.

         Stern, intro. pp.xxiv.  And: C.E.B. Cranfield, International

         Critical Commentary: The Epistle To The Romans (Edinburgh:

         T.& T. Clark, Ltd., 1979), p.853.  And: Daniel P. Fuller,

         Gospel And Law: Contrast or Continuum? (Grand Rapids,

         Michigan: Eerdmans, 1980).  Also: Chapter V of Messianic

         Jewish Manifesto, &, Restoring the Jewishness Of The Gospel

         /David H. Stern, (Jerusalem, Israel: Jewish New Testament

         Publications, 1988).

GA2:18   Again, as Yochanan says in 1Jn.3:4 "sin is violation of the

         Torah-(458)", and so we see noted there and here that the

         thing destroyed is NOT the Torah, but sin.  Those who are

         'under Torah' are those who are in violation of the Torah.

         Those who through the higher law of love (as Sha'ul says)

         establish the Torah, - are those who are in agreement WITH

         Torah; and NOT contrary to it.  [Do we then make void/of no

         effect/destroy-(2673) the Torah through faith?  Certainly

         not!  On the contrary, we establish-(2476) the Torah.  Rom.

         3:31.]

GA2:21   NOTE: Righteousness was never from the mitzvot/(commands)

         themselves; but: those who are righteous walk in agreement/

         accord with the mitzvot.  [You are not Saved nor righteous by

         keeping the mitzvot; but: you keep the mitzvot in Messiah's

         righteousness if you are Saved (at least you should be!).

         Tanach says even the same:  For the just shall live by faith.

         [Hab.2:4] The Door to eternal life is Messiah, and the path of

         Torah, Sha'ul says in Gal.3:24, leads to Messiah, but: if one

         spends all his time on the path, and looks only at the path

         and not the Goal - Messiah, he will never reach the Goal!  The

         path is secondary, [of course,] to the Door, but the path is

         important as it leads to the Door.  Then let's not forget,

         that once in the Door, as Sha'ul writes in Eph.2:10: "for we

         are (His) workmanship, created in Messiah Yeshua unto good

         works, which Elohim before prepared that we should walk in

         them."  Are we Saved then by these "good-works"?, no. - YET

         since we ARE Saved, we walk IN them unto Sanctification.

GA3:3    Referring to their heart-attitude and their application of

         Torah, and NOT the Torah as 'flesh'!  As Sha'ul writes in Rom.

         7: "Therefore the Torah is holy, and the commandment holy and

         just and good ...  For we know that the Torah is spiritual,

         but I am carnal ... If then, I do what I will not do, I agree

         with the Torah that it is good ... For I delight in the Torah

         of God according to the inward man." - Showing the he

         considers the Torah spiritual, NOT carnal.

GA3:6    See commentary on Romans 4:9.

GA3:7    {Aboth 5:19}

GA3:10   See commentary on Ga.3:12

GA3:12   NOTE: The quotation in 12b is from Lev.18:5.  YHVH often in

         Torah/Tanach says that keeping His commandments results in

         blessing and life; but breaking them results in a curse and

         death [see Gal. 3:10, 13]. The problem is not one of walking

         in agreement with the Torah Commands (Example: if you kill,

         you must needs be killed.  Also consider: the commandments of

         The-Lord are not grievous [IJn.5:3]); the problem rather

         comes from trying to justify yourself by your own false notion

         of your righteousness, - thinking because you are keeping the

         commandments you are righteous for that reason.  You are Saved

         by grace, through faith, not of works lest man should boast...

         (yet we also see:) ...faith without works is dead and stands

         alone.  Thus the "curse" of the Torah comes from breaking the

         Torah, not from the Torah instructions themselves.  And this

         is in agreement with the Tanakh itself as we see according to

         the understanding given us in Daniel 9:11.

GA3:13   See ver. above.  {Sanhedrin 6:4}

GA3:14   NOTE: Again, please note that the 'blessing of Avraham' is

         itself given in Torah.

GA3:15   {Kiddushin 1:6; Baba Bathra 8:1-2, 8:4-7; 9:1, 9:6; Bekhoroth

         8:9}

GA3:16   {Shabbath 9:2; Sanhedrin 4:5}

GA3:17   NOTE: And as with the former covenant, so the latter. - And

         any covenants coming after either covenant. [See also v.15]

         Also: the "promise" is also a part of Torah, (as was the

         Covenant with Noach before Avraham), so the clarification of

         "later mitzvot of Torah".

GA3:20   NOTE: So the mediator is not (the) One, <the mediator being

         secondary>; and the promise was first given to Avraham direct

         by The One, - Elohim.  Showing that the promise is greater

         than the mitzvot; although the mitzvot are still from Elohim

         and important, (See v.12).  *Even-until / akhree-(891) denotes

         the space of time rather than the terminus, (see (3360)-

         mekhris).

GA3:21   NOTE: Again, Sha'ul here says the Torah is NOT against the

         promises; but legalistic mis-application of Torah however is

         against both!  "But we know that the Torah is good if one uses

         it Law-fully." 1Tim.1:8.

GA3:25   NOTE: Here the Torah is shown as the 'path' to Messiah. Sha'ul

         is simply saying that the 'path' (or the guide) is not as

         important as where the path leads, -Messiah.  But, having come

         to the place where the path leads, do we now ignore the path

         or walk contrary to it? - NO, - For then we would be walking

         contrary to the guide who brought us to Messiah in the first

         place!  Sha'ul relates then the mitzvot of Torah as: the path

         that leads from the promise of Torah to Avraham, unto the

         Messiah - the goal of Torah.  Yet no where does he say that

         this invalidates the path (mitzvot) themselves; but rather:

         gives more importance to the goal (Messiah), than to the path

         unto Him (Messiah).

GA3:28   NOTE: This is true, subjective to our position in Messiah; but

         not as to the reality of our existence here on earth.  Nor is

         it valid as to our Biblical instructions for each group

         mentioned above; as: servants are given specific instructions

         in the New Covenant, as are men and women, as are Jewish and

         Gentile Believers.  [See commentary on: Acts 21:21,24-25; Acts

         23:6; Acts 26:7; Rom.11:17; Ga.2:15]  {Berakhoth 3:3, 7:2;

         Peah 1:1; Shabbath 2:6; Sukkah 2:8; Rosh ha-Shanah 1:8; Sotah

         3:4, 3:8; Kiddushin 1:7; Shebuoth 4:1-2}

GA3:29   NOTE: The promise was given to Avraham when as yet he was

         called Avram - while he was still a Gentile.  He is then the

         father of both the Jews and the Goyim/Gentiles, as Avraham,

         and Avram respectively.  [See commentary on Romans 4:9]

GA4:1    {Kiddushin 1:7; Baba Metzia 1:5; Aboth 5:21; Niddah 5:6, 6:11;

GA4:2    {Pesahim 8:1; Gittin 5:4; Baba Kamma 4:4; Baba Bathra 3:1;

         Aboth 5:19}

GA4:3    And while enslaved under the 'elements-(4747) of the world-

         -<elemental spirits of the universe-(or)-demons>' we're also

         'guarded under Torah' [See v. 23].  This discussion must be

         taken into consideration with what was just said of the

         "guarding of the Torah", and this so as not to confuse the

         'elements of the world', with the Word of Elohim - the Torah.

GA4:5    Even the Goyim/Gentile come to Messiah via the Torah (for the

         Ruach HaKodesh convicts the WORLD of sin); and as Yochanan

         /(John) also says: sin is violation of the Torah-(458) [1 Jn.

         3:4].  Here we see that those under the elements of the world,

         - yet guarded by the Torah - (the Jews), come to Messiah; and

         then in Gal.3:8 we see the condition of the goyim/gentile in

         their state before they came to Messiah: under the 'elements

         of the world' - but not guarded by the Torah; and instead

         worshiping false-gods.  And yet they too came (after the Holy

         Spirit convicts of sin), to Messiah; and also the conviction

         comes from the Torah. [Gal. 3:22,24]

GA4:10   When reading verses 8 & 9 together it is obvious that the

         'observance' talked about in verse 10 refers to prior (and

         continued) pagan practice; rather than anything Judaic in

         nature.  Which of course makes sense since he is addressing

         Goyim, and so they would not be returning to prior Torah

         practice; as before they knew Messiah they didn't have the

         written Torah.  [See: Romans 2]  So Sha'ul is here addressing

         yet another problem in Galatia.

GA4:26   {Berakhoth 9:5}

GA5:1    {Aboth 6:2}

GA5:6    NOTE: Never-the-less; if Jewish: we are to circumcise our

         children.  We are simply doing as Tanach declared for us to do

         forever and to all our generations.  Which Brit HaChadashah

         [N.T.] is in perfect agreement with, as we see in Acts 21b

         that Sha'ul/Paul himself NEVER taught against Jews

         circumcising their children.

              If we as Messianic Believers required Goyim/Gentiles to

         be circumcised, not only would we be Judaizers, we would also

         be causing the assimilation of the Jewish people.  And so also

         would be guilty of re-building the middle wall of partition by

         requiring a Gentile to do 'something' before we could have any

         contact.  In the same sense, this is what the Gentiles do when

         requiring Jews to stop doing 'something', (even though part of

         a Jew's private walk between them and YHVH alone), before they

         can have any contact with them (Jews); and so: if they do this

         they re-build the middle wall and become toward Jews:

         Gentile-izers!

GA5:11   NOTE: Gentile-circumcision (in light of Acts 21:20-24 showing

         Ya'akov's statements to Sha'ul), I feel is the correct

         inference in the verse above.  The children of the Y'hudim/

         (Jews) of course have no say and make no decision regarding

         their circumcision, and they hold no Theological discussions

         seeking justification for their Brit-milah (of course).  So,

         Sha'ul here again addresses the idea of circumcision for the

         righteous Goyim as a requirement -or- as a method of self

         righteousness in and of itself (even for those Gentiles that

         have not even expressed an interest in converting to Judaism)

         is one of gross error.  And we also note that the coerced

         circumcision of Goyim/Gentiles is an idea not held in modern

         Rabbinic Judaism either.

GA5:14   Once again... Establishing the Torah; NOT abolishing it!

GA5:18   And you are by Spirit walking in a life-style that is not of

         the following things which are against Torah.  But if you do

         walk in these things that are against Torah, you place

         yourself back under the Torah, - and so under the curse upon

         those who are in: violation of Torah (458).  {Yoma 8:9}

GA5:21   And those doing these things are: in violation of Torah (458).

GA5:22   {Aboth 6:5}

GA5:23   See commentary on Gal.3:21.

GA6:2    So... in love filling/complete the righteous requirements of

         Torah.  Let this be our walk towards the mitzvot, in love;

         rather than being one of mis-applied legal prescriptive usage.

         And so (in agreement with Sha'ul): establishing the Torah; and

         NOT abolishing it!  {Aboth 6:5}

=======================================================================

                            COMMENTARY ON EPHESIANS

=======================================================================

EP1:4    The Biblical idea of: 'foreordained -or- predestination', is

         not quite the same as other Eastern religions notions of

         'karma -or- fate' for us humans.  We are created with a free-

         will.  Yet YHVH (Who knows all things) pre-knows what our lot

         in life will be, what we will do and not do; and what He will

         do and not do, etc....  One Rabbi (R. Akiva) states it this

         way:

         RABBINIC: Everything is foreseen by the Almighty, yet free

         will is given to man. [Ahvoth III, 19]

EP2:10   {Aboth 2:8}

EP2:11   [thru v.12]: Here the Gentiles are shown to have come into the

         "commonwealth" of Israel; but again: they do not replace

         Israel, any more than Canada became England when it entered

         the 'Commonwealth'.  The two are one in standing before Elohim

         /God in Messiah Yeshua; but the two are not each other.  The

         man and the woman become 'one flesh'; but they do not become

         each other.  We as the Bride of Messiah become one with

         Messiah; but we do not become Messiah.  Messiah Yeshua broke

         down the: M'chitzah - (the wall of the Temple which separated

         Goyim and Jews and another male Jews from female Jews -or- the

         dividing <middle> wall Orthodox Synagogues that separates the

         men from the women), but did not make the two each other when

         he made the two one in Himself.  Oxygen and Hydrogen make

         water; but the elements do not become reversed.  It is as in

         Rom.11:17-24, -  The wild-olive-branches that come into the

         Good Olive Tree (Israel) become a one with and a partaker with

         her, but do not replace her. Their character changes (now-

         grafted-wild [v.24]) but their identification does not totally

         assimilate into the other type of branch throughout this

         entire illustration given to us by Sha'ul. [See commentary on

         Ga.3:28; Acts 21:21,24-25; Acts 23:6; Acts 26:7; Rom.4:9]

EP2:13   {Eduyoth 8:7}

EP2:14   {Aboth 3:13}

EP2:20   {Shebiith 1:6}

EP3:14   {Aboth 2:15}

EP3:28   {Rosh ha-Shanah 1:8}

EP4:2    {Aboth 6:2, 6:5}

EP4:14   {Shabbath 23:2; Sanhedrin 3:3}

EP4:17   {Shabbath 6:10}

EP4:28   {Sukkah 3:1-3, 3:5; Gittin 5:5}

EP5:5    {Aboth 3:3}

EP5:18   The key phrase here is "in excess".  Wine has been used in the

         observance of Biblical Holy Days for 1000's of years by the

         Jewish people. The Cohanim were commanded by YHVH not to drink

         wine while ministering in the Temple, and those who had a

         Nazir vow were not even to eat anything of the grape vine at

         all; but everyone else was permitted to drink in moderation.

         Yet Tanakh (as well as the New Covenant) declares that

         drunkenness is a sin.  Wine (barring introducing modern

         chemicals) will ferment by itself, even if left on the vine.

         So within two weeks -- new wine would itself have been

         alcoholic, even somewhat so from day one.  In Acts 2:13,15 it

         mentions new wine in the context of becoming drunk from it.

         If new wine was simply 'grape juice' there would be not way to

         become drunk from it.  Also, Yeshua says: "Neither do they put

         new wine into old wineskins: else the wineskins burst,..."

         -Mat.9:17.  If it was non-alcoholic it would not be expanding

         and bursting the old wineskins that had already been expanded

         by the prior batch; so they are put into new so that they may

         expand once together.  But again, the key is to not be

         drinking to excess and becoming drunk.  This is probably seen

         more clearly in 1Tim.3:8b "...not given to much wine...". [See

         commentary on Rom.14:1-2,21; 1Tim.3:3,8]

EP5:19   {Aboth 3:3}

EP5:20   {Berakhoth 9:2, 9:5}

EP5:25   [See commentary on 1Pet.3:1]  {Sotah 3:4, Aboth 2:7}

EP5:33   {Kerithoth 6:9}

EP6:1    {Baba Metzia 2:10}

EP6:4    {Kiddushin 1:7}

EP6:11   {Aboth 5:3}

EP6:16   {Aboth 4:11}

EP7:2    The following comments are from a BBS article on a public net

         by: James White, B.A., M.A.: *{...} however, some interesting

         facts.  Ignatius gives us one of the most eloquent statements

         concerning the early Church's view of Christ in his letter to

         the Ephesians, 7:2: "There is one only physician, of flesh and

         of spirit, generate and ingenerate (gennetos kai agennetos)

         God in man (en anthropo theos), true Life in death, Son of

         Mary and Son of God, first passible and then impassible, Jesus

         Christ our Lord."  The duality of The-Lord's nature (God/man)

         is clearly seen in Ignatius, and is repeated in his letter to

         Polycarp, 3:2: "Await Him that is above every season, the

         Eternal, the Invisible, who became visible for our sake, the

         Impalpable, the Impassible, who suffered for our sake, who

         endured in all ways for our sake."  Pre-existence is not just

         implied but clearly stated in this passage, attributing to

         Christ eternality, and seeing the incarnation as the point in

         time at which God broke into human history for the sake of

         man.  It is significant that Ignatius calls Jesus Christ "God"

         14 times in his letters."  *{...}/abridged.

=======================================================================

                           COMMENTARY ON PHILIPPIANS

=======================================================================

PHI2:11  Notice here where Sha'ul draws upon Is.45:19-23 in relating it

         to Yeshua Messiah.  This is an important passage in

         understanding the Tri-Unity of YHVH Elohim, especially as it

         relates to Yeshua Messiah.  Notice in Is.45:21 where YHVH says

         that He alone is our Savior, and that every knee shall bow to

         Him.  We know from the New Covenant that Yeshua is our

         Salvation - indeed, even the Hebrew meaning of His Name

         proclaims this to us.  Likewise we see the concept of the BEMA

         (or Judgement) seat of Messiah being a concept not only in

         Messianic Judaic thought, but in Rabbinic Judaism as well.

              (Life & Times of Jesus The Messiah {726/app.ix}: The

              promise in Is.xlv 22, is also among the future things

              mentioned in the Midrash on Lamentations [i.2].... {728/

              app.ix}: [Is.lx:1] Yalkut - After explaining that this

              Light for which Israel is looking is the light of the

              Messiah, and that Gen.i.4 really referred to it, it is

              added that this is intended to teach us that God looked

              forward to the age of the Messiah and His works before

              the Creation of the world, and that He hid that light for

              the Messiah and His generation under His throne of glory.

              On Satan's questioning Him for whom that light was

              destined, the answer is: For Him Who in the latter days

              will conquer thee, and cover thy face with shame.  On

              which Satan requests to see Him, and when he is shown

              Him, falls on his face and says: I confess that this is

              the Messiah Who will in the latter days be able to cast

              me, and all the Gentiles, into Gehenna, according to Is.

              xxv.8.  In that hour all the nations will {729/app.ix}:

              tremble, and say before God: Who is this into Whose hand

              we fall, what is His Name, and what is His purpose?  On

              which God replies: This is Ephraim, the Messiah <the

              second Messiah, the son of Joseph>; My Righteousness is

              His Name. [& Yalkut vol.ii. Par.359,p.56 c].  ....In col.

              d [Yalkut vol.ii.Par.359,p.56 d/line 22 &c.from the top]:

              ... [Is.lx.][ver.2], `For darkness shall cover the

              earth.' In that hour also would God take the light of the

              Messiah and of Israel, and all should walk in the light

              of Messiah and of Israel, as it is written [ver.3], `The

              Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the

              brightness of thy rising.'  And the kings of the nations

              should lick the dust from under the feet of the Messiah,

              and should fall on their faces before Him and before

              Israel, and say: Let us be servants to Thee and to

              Israel.)  [Zech.8:23]

PHI2:4   {Aboth 5:10}

PHI3:4   [thru v.8]: This statement has been the cause of much

         misunderstanding in certain Gentile-Christian ideas, resulting

         in the oppression of Jewish people and the Body of Messiah's

         Biblical Judaic roots.  Sha'ul's statements here have to be

         balanced not only in the context of this portion; but with

         what we know of Sha'ul over the course of his whole life.  He

         is attempting here to show Gentiles being tempted to undergo

         circumcision at the hands of these Judaizers [Phi.3:2/Gal.2:4]

         (remember, circumcision wasn't given as a direct commandment

         to the Goyim/Gentiles in the Bible [Acts 21:25]) that he has

         far more to boast in -in regards to these matters [v.4] -then

         they think that they have.  The context is "confidence in the

         flesh".  First Sha'ul makes the case that he "might have

         confidence in the flesh" due to various things he did in his

         life, then he tears down that very confidence in contrast to

         his gain in Messiah.  He is not stating that all these things

         are "dung/rubbish" [v.8] in and of themselves; rather that any

         confidence in these things with a view towards his "own

         righteousness" [v.9] by a prescriptive-legalistic use is wrong

         and entirely futile.  Rebbe Sha'ul here then, is making use of

         a Rabbinic (or Judaic) method of examining this matter by the

         forte'. - (as in the gnat and the camel [Mat.23:23-24]) -

         Showing the greater to the lesser.  If he (Sha'ul) considers

         the confidence in these things so he could boast in the flesh

         (more so than they) as nothing, so as not to allow his gaze

         to be on the things of the flesh - but on the Heavenly things

         in Messiah... How much more so should they!  But how can we

         reconcile his calling them dung? - By his contrast. Everything

         is "dung", if compared (rather esteemed) in relation to YHVH.

         But that doesn't deny the value of everything IN ITS PLACE.

         Yeshua said: "It the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits

         nothing" [John 6:63] - yet we know that Yeshua came in the

         flesh to save all mankind.  Again showing contrast.  One more

         example, where Yeshua says: "If anyone come to Me and does not

         hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and

         sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My Talmid."

         [Lk.14:26] - Does Yeshua really mean that we are to simply

         hate? - NO, God forbid!  Yeshua says the second greatest

         Commandment/Mitzvah is: "love thy neighbor as thyself" [Mark

         12:31; Lev 19:18].  But how can this be? - Aren't these

         statements completely in a paradox? - No, they are in a

         contrast.  The Second greatest Commandment/Mitzvah is greater

         than the ones following it; but the Greatest Commandment:

         "Hear O Israel: YHVH thy-Elohim/God YHVH <He> is One, and you

         shall love YHVH thy-Elohim/God with all thy heart and with

         all your soul and with all your strength" -is greater than

         them all. So we could conclude by saying: "For by grace are

         you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: (it is)

         the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast" [Ep.

         2:8-9]; HOWEVER: "...faith without works is dead and stands

         alone" [James 2:(18,)20b(,26)].  Since we know that: "For we

         are His workmanship created in Messiah Yeshua to good works,

         which God has before ordained that we should walk in them."

         [Ep.2:10] - We can understand "works" as: 'the feet of faith'.

         That being the case: feet alone without a body are utterly

         useless; but a body without feet is ineffectual (they do have

         value in their place.)  Thus I feel is the method of Sha'ul's

         contrast he illustrates here for these Gentile Believers - he

         is trying to shift their focus from their feet to the

         Heavens, so to speak.  [See commentary on Acts 23:6]

PHI3:7   {Aboth 2:1}

PHI4:7   {Uktzin 3:12}

PHI4:8   {Aboth 2:1}

PHI4:15  {Peah 8:9}

=======================================================================

                           COMMENTARY ON COLOSSIANS

=======================================================================

COL2:1   {Kelim 26:1}

COL2:14  [See commentary on Acts 21:25; Gal.3:12; Heb.9:1] {Aboth 3:16}

COL2:16  [thur v.17]: The First Biblical Festivals were shadows of

         things 'that came' - in Messiah's first coming: Chag

         HaMatzot; Pesach; Yom HaBikkurim; Shavuot (Passion Week;

         Passover/Good-Friday; Resurrection Sunday (FirstFruits;

         Pentecost); but the Second Biblical Festivals ARE A SHADOW OF

         THINGS "TO COME": Yom HaT'ruah/(Rosh HaShannah); Yom Kippur;

         Sukkot (The Rapture; Salvation to all Israel; The Reign Of

         Messiah Yeshua Ben-David for 1000 years) [See commentary on

         Rev. 20:4].

              Some have tried to use this verse, pointing to Messianic

         Jewish Believers who remain Torah observant, and saying to

         them: 'See, those things are worthless, they are only shadows,

         but the substance is of Christ.'  And my response to them?

         - True they are shadows of Messiah: a shadow OF THINGS TO

         COME.  Shall I now consider the shadow of the substance -

         Messiah, a worthless thing?, when you and I both celebrate the

         shadow of things that DID COME to pass in Messiah? -- I think

         not!  Besides, the verse says to let no one judge you, - so

         don't judge Jewish Believers in their walk with Messiah.

COL2:21  {Makkoth 3:7; Tamid 1:4}

COL3:1   {Rosh ha-Shanah 3:8; Hagigah 2:1}

COL3:11  See commentary on Ga.2:15 & Ga.3:28.

COL3:17  {Aboth 2:12}

COL4:4   {Kiddushin 1:1}

COL4:14  NOTE: Origen states that Luke the physician is the same person

         as the Lucius in Romans 16:21, and that he is a cousin of R.

         Sha'ul/(Paul).  Another ancient Church historian states that

         Luke was one of The-Seventy [see: Luke 10:1].  That he had a

         "Gentile" name should not prove anything one way or the other

         since it was not unheard of in the 1st Cent. A.D. for a Jew

         to also take and be known by a 'diaspora' name, (consider for

         example: Yochanan-"Mark" [Acts 12:12]).  This is the common

         practice for Jews living outside of Israel even today. Perhaps

         another reason might have been that since he was a physician,

         and probably for this reason had some professional contact

         with Gentiles, he went by "Luke".  Regardless, all things

         being considered, there is more evidence to suggest that Luke

         was Jewish, than not.

=======================================================================

                      COMMENTARY ON 1 THESSALONIANS

=======================================================================

1TH2:14  NOTE: For the reasons for using here (and elsewhere) the word

         "Judeans", (Greek: Ioudaion), instead of the word: 'Jews' -

         see: Jewish New Testament Commentary on this verse, and also

         especially @ Jn 1:19 in the N.T.C., where David H. Stern

         treats this subject in depth.

1TH4:6   {Baba Metzia 4:2-3, 4:5, 4:9}

1TH4:16  [thru v.17]: This passage, taken together with 1Cor.15:51

         is interesting when looked at in an early Judaic perspective.

              The Rabbi's considered the Biblical Festival of Rosh

         HaShannah (or Yom haT'ruah "Festival of Trumpets" as it is

         known Biblically, & Yom haZich'ron "Festival of Remembrance")

         as somewhat of a "mystery".  This was because the Festival is

         given in the Written Torah, - but no reason is given for it.

         It tells us to blow the Shofar and call the assembly, but

         Scripture never tells us why.  As a result there are quite

         a few early Rabbinic traditions that were offered for this

         date.  Speaking on the resurrection, these Rabbinic traditions

         read almost as Sha'ul's account here in 1Thess., [stating for

         example: that at each blast of the Shofar, a next step in the

         raising of the dead takes place - tied in with the vision of

         the valley of dry bones in Tanakh]; (and taken together with

         his statement in 1Cor.15:51 on showing "a mystery").  [Ezek.

         37:1-14] (See: Jerusalem Talmud Ta'an 65:4; Alphabet Midrash

         by R.Akiva w/Zech.9:14; Mishnah, Rosh HaShanah 10b, 27a; The

         `Amidah @ 10.)

1TH5:5   NOTE:  Similar concept in a teaching from The Dead Sea

         Scrolls: The Manual of Discipline i,10-15 ...to love the

         children of light, ... and to hate the children of

         darkness,....

=======================================================================

                          COMMENTARY ON 2 THESSALONIANS

=======================================================================

2TH2:7   [thru v.9]: Lawlessness (Torah-less-ness) [459/(458) anomos:

         in violation of the Mosaic Law (Torah)] is ascribed here to:

         the antichrist/(or: anti-Messiah).  This is opposite to how

         Yeshua Messiah always walked and taught, since He was in

         accord with the Torah of God.  But here we see that the

         antichrist will be contrary to God's Holy Laws in the Torah.

              May YHVH guard the Body in this late hour from any

         false doctrine that says the Torah of YHVH Elohim/God is not

         for the Bride of Messiah today!

2TH2:8   See v.7 above.

2TH2:9   See commentary on 2Thess.2:7.

2TH3:14  This could be compared to the Judaic practice of putting one:

         'under the ban' (Niddui), and so for one to refrain from

         association with him.

=======================================================================

                            COMMENTARY ON 1 TIMOTHY

=======================================================================

1TI1:8   See commentary on 2Cor.3:6.

1TI2:12  [& v.13] Sha'ul is quite specific in the verses following

         as to why he does not allow a woman to teach.  In that Adam

         was formed first [v.13], it indicates an order of God's

         creation.  This should not be looked at as a put down of any

         kind against women; for our example in Messiah Yeshua is to

         "serve" ...the greatest is servant of all.  Then this

         "servitude/submission" that we see Sha'ul talking about is an

         honor from the Lord, as in where we are told to 'honor the

         weaker vessel".  The human mind might look at submission or

         servitude as a weakness, but Scripture shows us that God looks

         at it as a strength.  [For more on this see commentary on

         1Cor.11:4]

              We do see though that there were certain positions that

         women did hold in the Bible though: Deborah the Prophetess and

         Judge; Phoebe the Shammash/[Gr.masc.: Diakonos]-(Deaconess)

         Rom.16:1; perhaps Evangelists; and women instructing other

         women.  But those of Overseer/(Bishop), Spiritual-Leader of a

         Congregation/(Pastor), and Elder, are to only be held by men.

1TI2:14  Here it is correctly shown that Eve was the (first) deceived

         and sinning.  It is sometimes suggested (I feel incorrectly)

         that Eve in fact did not "really" sin; since Adam was first in

         sin.  This is partially based upon the fact that in Scripture

         it is mentioned as "Adam's transgression".

              Those holding this view will sometimes say: because he

         didn't tell her the compete truth... "...nor shall you touch

         it (the tree)...", - since this statement is not in the

         recorded words of God to Adam in Genesis.

              Another notion that is sometimes suggested, is that: he

         was standing there the whole time Eve was being tempted and

         said nothing, and thus was in sin first for saying nothing.

              One more reason sometimes one hears: Adam was the head of

         the household, and therefore he alone held ALL accountability

         for his wives sins.

                I think all three of these opinions fail to correctly

                address the situation.  Let's look closer at each:

              1). Did Adam add to the Words of God?  First of all:

              there was NO sin in the Garden, till there was sin

              in the Garden!  Therefore, "if" Adam did add an

              instruction in his relating God's words to his wife it

              was not accounted as sin, as the sin is related to us as

              only coming from the scene at the tree throughout

              Scripture.  Second, we can't be 100% certain that we are

              given the entire discussion between Adam and God about

              the tree, more may have been said that is not recorded

              here.  "If" that is the case, then we are only given

              more of the discussion between Adam and God when we

              read the account of what Adam said to Eve/Chavah his

              wife.  Third, Adam may indeed have added the command

              after realizing in wisdom: that included in the intention

              of God telling him not to eat it, there would have been

              included the idea of not "lusting" in the heart, or

              "tempting" oneself to eat of it (as touching it though it

              was forbidden to eat would have led at least to the

              thought of eating it, and with the thought - next the

              desire.)  This would be like what Yeshua tells us in Mat.

              5:28b: '... That whoever looks at a woman to lust after

              her has committed adultery with her already in his

              heart."  If this is the case, then this would perhaps be

              the first example of "halachah" (so to speak) in

              Scripture.  Regardless, Adam is not in sin at Gen. 3:3.

              One more thing: the words at Gen.3:3 are Eve's to the

              serpent, not direct quotes of Adam's.  It is possible

              that it was Eve, not Adam, who makes the above connection

              about the consequences of handling a forbidden thing.

              Any one of these suggestions would solve this supposed

              "problem".

              2). First of all, Scripture never says that Adam was

              there by her side when Eve engaged in her conversation

              with the serpent; it only notes that her husband was with

              her when she handed the fruit to him.  It seems to me

              that if this had been "Adam's sin", it would have been

              noted clearly.  Also I find it difficult to believe that

              Scripture is trying to imply to us here that Adam would

              stand by during this entire episode and not even say one

              word!  Rather, it makes more sense to me, that haSatan

              via the serpent, would have waited till Eve -(perhaps

              whom he view as weaker [Adam being the head], and also

              as she didn't hear the command herself, but took it on

              Adam's word [more in the next post below])- was alone

              so he could get a foot in the door at what he thought

              was a opportune moment.  Somewhat along the lines of: Ec.

              4:12 "And if one prevails against him, two shall

              withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly

              broken."  That being the case, Adam would have approached

              to view the situation when he noticed her by the tree,

              and so arrived just as she was/finished eating.  This to

              me makes more sense.

              3). There is something to this objection; but not near

              what people make it to be.  One: Adam was head of the

              family.  Two: he was directly given the instruction

              rather than Eve (as far as we know that is: there still

              remains the possibility that she was also given the

              instruction from God Himself, and that this isn't noted

              in Scripture.)  At any rate, Eve was responsible for

              her own actions and resulting sin; and she already knew

              that it was a sin to eat it.  However, Adam may have had

              the capability to request God for Atonement for his wife

              and receive it, and didn't.  That 'may' (and I stress

              'may') be the reason that it is called Adam's

              transgression - he allowed it to remain when it was in

              his means to do something about it (while he was still in

              a state of non-violation before eating it himself.)  Of

              course this is all conjecture as well.  One more thing,

              in Gen. 5:2: "He created them male and female, and

              blessed them and called their name Adam in the day they

              were created."  We see that they were also both know as

              "Adam", which word also has the meaning of man -or-

              mankind.  Perhaps then when Scripture speaks of "Adam's

              sin"; it may include the more general meaning of "adam"

              and so saying: "Mankind's sin" - (so referring to both

              Adam and Eve). - Yet this is not really born out by the

              context.  More probably, it is because Adam specifically

              (rather than Eve) is the topic of discussion, since the

              first Adam in being spoken of in relation to the second

              Adam (Yeshua) in: Rom.5:14.  [See commentary on 1Cor.

              15:45; 2Cor. 12:4; and v.12 above and v.15 following].

         {Sukkah 3:1}

1TI2:15  The word here is: Sozo/4982, which can mean "be whole".  This

         would seem to be closer to the meaning here.  As man was given

         in Genesis to work and support his family, so the woman was

         given pain in childbirth.  So, this would then not be any form

         of "Salvation" in the sense of Salvation in Yeshua of Eternal

         life that Sha'ul is addressing here.  Having children was a

         priority in Biblical times, as we can read about in Tanakh of

         those who sorrowed who had no children.  Yet, there are those

         who served YHVH mightily when they had no children.  Ryre

         says this on the verse, which I agree with:

              "2:15 'saved in childbearing'. This may mean: (1) brought

              safely through childbirth; (2) saved through the birth of

              a Child, Jesus the Savior; or (3) that a woman's greatest

              achievement is found in her devotion to her divinely

              ordained role: to help her husband, to bear children, and

              to follow a faithful, chaste way of life."

         Included in the thought of # 2, would be the idea that sin

         entered the world through a woman (Eve); and the Sinless One

         (Yeshua Messiah) who removes sin also entered through a woman

         (Miryam).  [And see v.12 & 14 above].

1TI3:2   {Yebamoth 4:11, 16:1; Ketuboth 10:1, 10:4-6; Kiddushin 2:6-7;

         Sanhedrin 2:4; Bekhoroth 8:4; Kerithoth 3:7}

1TI3:3   See commentary on Eph.5:8.

1TI3:8   See commentary on Eph.5:8.

1TI3:16  Samson Raphael Hirsh on [Shelach Leckha, Numbers 15:31 "for he

         has scorned a word of God; he has nullified a commandment of

         His; that soul shall be uprooted; its iniquity shall turn

         against it." -- "Hence also the statement in Sanhedrin 99a, to

         the effect that one who denies that the Law was revealed by

         God - even if he accepts the entire Torah as Divine except for

         only one verse that he attributes to Moses, not to God, or

         even if he denies the Divine origin of only one nuance

         expressed in one law, or the hermeneutic validity of only one

         [legal inference] - is classed as a scorner of the Law, as

         expressed in this verse by the words, 'he has scorned a word

         of God.'"

1TI4:3   There is a vast difference between making a decision not to

         marry, or to be a vegetarian, between you and YHVH alone

         (Sha'ul addresses this in Rom.14:1-23); and to be "forbidding"

         others from marrying and eating meat, as we see is the problem

         that is being addressed here.

              Some have suggested that this is prophetic and refers to

         certain practices of the Catholic Church; but we must not lose

         sight of the fact that these two things being forbidden are

         key elements of gnostic practice (including Ebionite) that

         were starting to spring up at this time.  [See commentary on

         1Cor. 7:3; Rom.14:2; Mat.19:12].

1TI4:8   {Kiddushin 4:14; Aboth 6:7}

1TI4:12  {Aboth 4:20}

1TI4:15  Meditation in the Biblical sense is about the opposite of

         meditation practiced by pagan eastern religions.  In the false

         eastern religions one is told to "empty their mind" so as to

         achieve a state of "nirvanah" by the absence of thought.  But

         Biblically we are told to meditate on God's Holy Word and FILL

         our mind with It.  Ones own self (and universe so to speak) is

         filled for the moment with what one fixes their gaze upon.

         Rather than fixing our attention on: self, false religious

         symbols, idols or demons, or on nothing; we as Believers are

         told to fix our gaze upon the Word of God, and to be keeping

         our eyes on Yeshua, the Author and finisher of our faith.  And

         so - not as in thinking nothing (and so then being more able

         to be influenced by haSatan), so as to see through some kind

         of a 'third eye'; but rather: the "the lamp of the body is the

         eye" - and we're to have it single-&-sound, meditating on His

         Word - on Yeshua HaMashiach Hu YAH HaDavar Elohim - the Author

         of Life.  For Ged is the Author of shalom/peace, and True

         peace only comes from Him. -- He is the only True Light.

1TI5:9   {Aboth 5:21}

1TI5:23  {Sanhedrin 11:4}

1TI6:7   {Aboth 6:9}

1TI6:11  {Aboth 3:1}

1TI6:15  {Sanhedrin 4:5; Aboth 4:22}

=======================================================================

                            COMMENTARY ON 2 TIMOTHY

=======================================================================

2TI3:8   {Menahoth 8:1}

2TI3:15  {Baba Bathra 2:3; Aboth 4:20, 5:21}

2TH3:16  The "all Scripture" here of course mainly refers to the Tanakh

         [O.T.] since much of the New Covenant wasn't even written. Yet

         at this time some of the New Covenant writings were also

         beginning to be considered Scripture as we see in 2Pe.3:15-16.

=======================================================================

                             COMMENTARY ON TITUS

=======================================================================

TI1:4    NOTE: In v.3 Elohim/God is spoken of as our Savior; and in v.4

         Yeshua Messiah.  As we know Elohim is our Savior as spoken of

         in Tanach, and Sha'ul is here identifying Yeshua as Savior. So

         we are shown that: Yeshua is the Word of Elohim & He is Echad/

         (One) with Elohim/God.  Therefore the Arian-type folks who

         willfully deny that Yeshua is Divine (since Yeshua's Divine

         nature is totally God, [yet not the totality of God]),

         according to Scripture profess themselves as having no

         Salvation. -- Since the Tanakh [O.T.] declares that our

         Salvation is from YHVH God alone, -but they (by saying Messiah

         is ONLY a man) show they look only to a man for their

         Salvation, rather than to YAH in the Person of Yeshua Messiah.

TI1:6    Some in Gentile Churches have used this verse to keep people

         from entering the ministry who have ever had a divorce, and

         regardless of the reason they had for obtaining a divorce.

         However, during the first century (though it was starting to

         be looked down on) there were still men who had more than one

         wife.  Therefore I believe the meaning here is that one must

         not be married to more than one woman; rather than talking

         about a man who was divorced before becoming a Believer, or

         else had a Biblical reason (harlotry) for obtaining a divorce.

         This verse has also been misconstrued by certain Gentiles in

         ministry who have built a non-Biblical dogma saying that: if

         one divorces ones wife or husband they marry another, they

         must divorce again and re-marry the original spouse.  Besides

         the fact this would appear as trying to correct a mistake with

         another mistake; It is entirely contrary to Scripture!  YHVH

         tells us in Torah that it is an abomination to so in Deut.

         24:1-4.

              There is an amusing story in Talmud (pre 6th cent. A.D.)

         in which a Rabbi talks about his having two wives, one young

         and one old.  As I recall it, he tells us: The young one pulls

         out his grey hair so he'll look younger, and the old one pulls

         out his black hair so he'll look older.  And the end result? -

         he is bald.

TI1:10   SEE COMMENTARY FOR: Titus 1:14.

TI1:12   Sha'ul quotes a gentile Creatan (Epimenides "de oraculis".)

         Sha'ul is here noting the condition of the 'houses' that are

         being mis-led [in v.11] when he uses this quote, as we see in

         v.13.

TI1:14   NOTE: Judean can also mean "Judaistic"; here I chose Judean as

         the wording, since: out of the couple-dozen branches of

         Judaism (of which the Natzratim sect of Judaism was one), a

         majority of the teaching & leadership came during the first

         century A.D. from the P'rushim; (and the P'rushim were mainly

         centered in Judah around Jerusalem).  With v.10 we note: it

         is the idea of the teaching of some of the Circumcision that

         Sha'ul here in v.14 reflects on.  The possibility exists that

         these [v.10b] were of the same group of some of the P'rushim

         "believers" who'd left James, as we read about in Galatians.

           It is interesting as well to note that: many of the Rabbinic

         group of the P'rushim (during this time period, 30-70 A.D.)

         are spoken of in the Talmud as being almost totally corrupt.

           Of course any agada or halachah that is not in discord with

         Scripture is a different matter, (as we can see even from the

         prior verse 12 where even Sha'ul himself quotes a non-

         Biblical saying and states that it is true and valid.)

TI1:15   Sha'ul here is illustrating from the Torah, those clean dwell

         in the clean, (one is not under Torah if one is in agreement

         with the Torah, as Sha'ul says: we establish the Torah [by

         love].) One walking contrary to Torah (as said Yochanan also

         1Jn.3:4), are those: in violation of Torah-[458/anomia], and

         in sin; and we also note: they have placed themselves back

         'under' the Torah with its legal restraint by walking contrary

         to the Torah itself; when they should have been establishing

         the Torah by walking in love. - [which Sha'ul talks about in

         Romans 3:31.]

TI1:16   NOTE: I have chosen this literal reading from the Greek.  It

         is often translated: '...but by (their) deeds they deny

         (Him);' -[NAS]. While the trans. in v.16 certainly can carry

         the thought of this more familiar trans. (NAS); we note that:

         in the fact that they deny the 'works' (the good works in v.

         16b) are in discord with the idea where Sha'ul tells us (for

         one example): ...created in Messiah Yeshua for good works, -

         [Eph.2:10b].  "Works"-(2041), is also used both in a

         negative and a positive sense by Sha'ul elsewhere, -(negative

         /positive in the sense of the toil/effort), and he uses this

         {-/+} also of ones walk/attitude toward the moral Torah

         commands. {(-)=prescriptive legalistic use, (+)=establishing

         the Torah mitzvot/commandments in love; -showing in each case

         almost a synonym of: works=Torah-Commandments, - while

         including the persons attitude towards these "works" at the

         same time -- when he uses this word).}

         So, I see it as: They profess one thing (to know Elohim), and

         yet they deny the mitzvot, or walk in discord with Torah, -

         (which would tie in with the 'good-fruit' of v.16.  Which

         would have been the very thing that would show that they did

         know Elohim -if they had kept Messiah's commandments in love,

         - both unto God/Elohim and man.)  And so then in "their" walk,

         the only works "they" are doing are evil/(bad-fruit).  This

         reading also doesn't require the insertion of "their" and

         "Him" into the verse to have it make sense.  We see also it

         agrees in part with Young's Literal Translation of the Holy

         Bible, where he has it as: ...in the works they deny (Him).

         [KJV:...but in works they deny (Him);  NKJV:... but in works

         they deny Him;]

          NOTE also: the Aramaic Peshitta reading agrees with the NKJV

         and is probably the closer reading to both the Greek and the

         early Aramaic.  Also it is closer (somewhat) to what I have

         just suggested, than to the New American Standard Version

         reading (see NAS above); but I offer it simply as a possible

         alternate reading.

TI2:14   See commentary on vs. Thes.1:14-16.

TI3:5    NOTE: Sha'ul here is not talking against the 'works', as we

         can see, but rather is noting that our Salvation is not from

         them.  [See vs. 1:14-16 & notes.]

TI3:8    Again, these "works" (positive moral Torah commands, summed

         up by: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself [Lev. 19:18/

         Rom.13:9]), are not a method of salvation, but are virtuous

         Sanctification and helpful.[See vs. 3:5, 1:14-16 & notes.]

=======================================================================

                            COMMENTARY ON PHILEMON

=======================================================================

PHE1     The date of this letter of Sha'ul is usually give as 61 A.D..

PHE11    {Gittin 4:6}

PHE14    It has been suggested that later Philemon did free Onesimus;

         and that later Onesimus became a minister and later a bishop

         of the Congregation at Ephesus (Ignatius, To The Ephesians,1).

PHE16    Specific guidelines are given in Torah for kind treatment of

         slaves [ex. Le.25:6; De.23:16].  Slavery was practiced by most

         nations until more modern times; but the Bible was a source of

         comfort for slaves in those times, since because of It, there

         were guidelines that their masters had to adhere to.  Most

         other nations had no guidelines, and slaves were often

         mistreated at the whim of their masters.  The New Testament

         does acknowledge that there is slavery in existence; but

         continues to stress compassionate treatment.

=======================================================================

                   COMMENTARY ON M'SHACHEEYM/(HEBREWS)

=======================================================================

HE1:2    {Berakhoth 6:3; Aboth 5:1}

HE1:8    RABBINIC: Kings shall not cease, nor rulers from the house of

         Judah, nor sapherim teaching the Law from his seed, till the

         time that the King The Messiah shall come, Who will arise from

         Yehudah.  How beauteous is the King, The Messiah Who will

         arise from Yehudah. - Targum Palestine, [Gen.49:10].

              From what has been said you will perceive that Shiloh,

         The Messiah, was to appear whilst Judah was a distinct tribe,

         having its genealogies, and its magistrates, scribes, lawyers

         and expounders of God's Laws.  But it is an undeniable fact

         that the Tribe of Judah, as well as all the other tribes, has

         lost its genealogies for more than seventeen hundred years and

         therefore the Messiah must have appeared, or the prediction is

         false.  To assert the latter would be blasphemy; to deny the

         former is unreasonable. - R. Frey

HE3:1    {Yoma 1:5}

HE3:13   {Aboth 1:14, 2:4, 2:10}

HE4:3    {Tamid 7:4}

HE4:14   RABBINIC: For indeed He Himself will erect the Temple of the

         Lord, and He will bring glory, and He will live and rule upon

         His Throne, and He will be High Priest, and the counsel of

         peace will be between one another. - Targum Jonathan on Zech.

         6:13.

HE5:6    There are two views on just who Malki-Tzedek (Melchizedek) was

         in both Messianic and Gentile-Christian thought, and in

         early Judaic and latter Rabbinic non-Messianic thought...

           1). That he was a righteous man, but an ordinary man.  In

           Jewish tradition a son of Shem, so a grandson of Noach, (as

           in: Bab. Tal. Nidarim 32b).

           2). A Theophany, or a pre-Incarnation manifestation of

           Yeshua Messiah.  This idea is somewhat expressed in certain

           early Judaic writings, as in: The Book of Enoch; and The

           MelchiZedek Scroll, from the Dead Sea Scrolls....

             pg.188: "...According to the fragment, Melchizedek is the

             eschatological judge; 'it is written of him in the songs

             of David, who said: "God [Elohim] has taken  His place in

             the divine council; in the midst of the gods He will hold

             judgement"'.  Melchizedek is here called God [Elohim]..."

             pg.190: "...If one begins with the assumption that, in

             Psalms 110, God addresses Himself to Melchizedek, the text

             from which the LXX translated almost compels the

             conclusion that 'the Word of God has created' Melchizedek

             in the womb of his mother [as in the 'Book of the Secrets

             of Enoch', page 81]...." ETC....

         Malki-Tzedek/(My King is Righteousness) is mentioned in the

         Bible at: Gen.14:18; Psalms 110:4; Heb. 5:6; Heb.5:10; Heb.

         6:20; Heb.7:1,10,11,15,17,21.

HE5:10   RABBINIC: And thou shalt speak to Him saying, thus sayeth the

         Lord of Hosts, saying, Behold the man, Messiah is His Name,

         who shall be here revealed and annointed, and He shall build

         the Temple of The-Lord - Targum Jonathan [Ps.110:4]

         There are it seemeth two Temples of God.  The one in this

         world, in which also there is a High Priest, His First

         Begotten Divine Word (Logos). - Philo Judaeus.

         Likewise we find in Zech.6:13 - Even He shall build the Temple

         of The-Lord; and He shall bear the glory and shall sit and

         rule upon His Throne, and the council of peace shall be

         between them both.  Zech.6:13 is universally admitted to be

         Messianic so in the Targum, Jerusalem Targum (Berachoth 5,a)

         in Pirke de Elies c.48, and in the Midrashim.  At that time

         the Messiah of The-Lord shall be for joy and glory - Targum

         Jonathan (on Zech.6:13).

         Likewise we find (Zech.4:14) "These are the two sons of the

         clear-oil, that stand by The-Lord of the whole earth."  This

         refers to Aaron and the Messiah and we do not know who is more

         beloved; but as it is written, (Ps.110:4) "The Lord has sworn

         and will not repent of it, 'Thou shalt be a Priest forever

         after the order of Melchizedek.'"  Talmud (Aboth) (Rodkinson)

              See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE6:4    {Yoma 8:9; Aboth 5:18}

HE6:5    {Yoma 8:9; Aboth 5:18}

HE6:6    {Yoma 8:9; Aboth 5:18}

HE6:20   See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE7:1    See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE7:3    [See commentary on Hebrews 5:6]  {Kiddushin 4:1-3}

HE7:10   See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE7:11   See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE7:12   The idea of the Torah being "changed" is not outside of

         Rabbinic Judaic thought:

              The thought of Torah changing in the "Age to Come" is

         made perfectly clear in the rendering of Deuteronomy 17:18, in

         Sifra. Here it is stated that YHVH/The-LORD wrote a copy of

         Mishna-Torah for Himself, and that He would not be content with

         the Mishna-Torah of the fathers.  The question is asked... "Why

         does He say Mishna-Torah?  Because it is destined to be

         changed."

              "The Torah which a man learns in this world is but vanity

         compared with the Torah of Messiah" Midrash Qohelet on Eccl.

         11:8.

              "Rabbi Phinehas, Rabbi Levi, and Rabbi Yochanan said in

         the name of Rabbi Menachem; 'In the Time to Come, all

         sacrifices will be annulled, but that of thanksgiving will not

         be annulled.'   This is indicated by what is written in

         [Jeremiah 33:11].

HE7:15   See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE7:17   See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE7:21   See commentary on Hebrews 5:6

HE7:26   {Yoma 1:1; Parah 3:1}

HE7:27   {Pesahim 5:1, 5:3-4; Yoma 1:2, 2:2-5, 3:8, 4:2, 5:3, 6:2, 7:3;

         Taanith 4:6; Menahoth 4:4; Tamid 3:1, 7:3}

HE8:5    {Menahoth 8:5}

HE9:1    As mentioned earlier [Acts 21:25] the commands in Torah can be

         understood to be in three parts:

         1. The Moral Commands/Mitzvot: given to all mankind, and most

         of them restated (often verbatim) in the New Covenant.  Given

         in negative (thou shalt not's), and in positive (thou shalt)

         Mitzvot. They cover our walk with YHVH, and our walk with our

         fellow man.

         2. The Jewish Injunctions: specific commands given to the

         house of Israel by way of injunction; but allowed to be

         practiced by the Gentile Believers, - done in the liberty of

         Yeshua Messiah by the power of the Holy Spirit.

         3. The Temple Ordinances: which have passed away, vanished -

         but vanished away to the Heavenlies.  Accomplished now by our

         Cohen HaGadol (High Priest) Yeshua Messiah in the Heavenlies

         in our behalf.  These would have been the commandments spoken

         of as: 'a yoke upon the neck' in Acts 15:10.  Speaking of the

         moral mitzvot: "His commandments are not grievous" 1John5:3;

         and in fact the Judaic Injunctions as well are joyful for the

         Jewish people to perform; and not a burden.

              So then we see that as most of Temple Ordinances fell

         mainly on the shoulders of the man of a household in Tanakh;

         so now they are born for the Bride of Messiah by Yeshua

         Messiah.

              We can see something on these three parts when we hear

         David say in Psalms 119:1-6(& on)/Dby:

         ALEPH. Blessed [are] the undefiled in the way, who walk in the

         Law of YHVH. Blessed [are] they that keep His testimonies,

         [and that] seek Him with the whole heart.  They also do no

         iniquity: they walk in His ways.  Thou hast commanded [us] to

         keep Thy precepts diligently.  O that my ways were directed to

         keep Thy statutes!  Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have

         respect unto all Thy Commandments.

HE9:2    {Shabbath 2:1, 2:3; Shekalim 5:1, 5:3; Yoma 2:3, 3:11, 5:1,

         5:4; Sukkah 5:7-8; Makkoth 3:16; Menahoth 5:1, 6:6-7, 8:4,

         9:3, 11:1-2, 11:4-7, 11:9; Tamid 2:3, 3:1, 3:3, 3:6, 3:9, 6:1;

         Middoth 1:6}

HE9:3    {Shekalim 8:5; Yoma 5:1}

HE9:4    {Yoma 4:3; Sotah 8:1}

HE9:7    {Yoma 5:1}

HE9:10   See commentary on He.9:1; Acts 21:25

HE9:12   The Messianic Rebbe Burt Yellin was the first one I ever heard

         mention on this portion of Scripture that it was The "Kodesh"

         Place (The Holy Place); rather than Kodesh HaKadashim (The

         Holy of Holies), that we as Believers now have access to in

         the Heavenlies.  This was quite a shock when I first heard it

         as I had only heard reasonings for the more common view before

         this.  After considering it -- I believe that he is correct.

         I will try to just briefly state some of reasons for this

         stance:

              1). The Greek here says "Holy Place" <39>; not 'Holy of

              Holies' Place <39><39> (as it does in He.9:3; though in

              Heb.9:25 the Holy of Holies is identified as only <39>-

              Hagion.)

              2). The Cohen haGadol (High Priest) only entered once

              per year for the atonement of all the peoples sins.

              Likewise we are told that Yeshua our Cohen HaGadol

              entered once for all time into the Heavenly Holy Place.

              3). The way was made open to us, the Veil being rent.

              But there were two Veils in the Temple.  The common

              people could not even enter past the 1st Parokhet/Veil

              into where the Cohanim/Priests ministered before the

              YHVH.  If it was the 2nd veil that was rent [Mat.27:51],

              and then the 1st had remained unrent, - there would still

              be no entrance into the Temple at all (of course I speak

              of our entrance into the Heavenly Temple, but the

              physical is being spoken of in Matthew).  But since we

              have become Cohanim/Priests through our Cohen-HaGadol/

              (High Priest) Yeshua -- we would have to have access to

              minister before YHVH through the 1st Veil (the one to the

              1st Holy Place.)

                   On us spiritually being Cohanim/Priests: [1Pe.2:9;

              Rev. 1:6; Rev.5:10; Rev.20:6].

HE9:13   {Parah 3:2-3, 3:5-6, 3:9, 3:11}

HE10:1   Messianic Judaism adheres to the belief that Yeshua Messiah is

         the one and only eternal Atonement Sacrifice for all of

         mankind.  And that whosoever will turn and come in faith,

         being led of the Ruach HaKodesh, to belief in Yeshua as their

         Messiah and Saviour raised from the dead: receives by His

         substitutional death on the tree, through the shedding of His

         blood as the sinless Lamb who took on our sins and bore them

         away, both forgiveness and eternal life. This was foreshadowed

         in the atonement sacrifices of Tanakh [O.T.] which provided

         only a temporary covering for sin.

HE10:25  A reason for fellowshipping together is to strengthen one

         another in YHVH.  When we ignore our "assembling together"

         we are as a coal removed from fire, its glow steadily grows

         cold.  But when we are in frequent fellowship we stir up one

         another, as one stirs a fire to increase its strength.  Even

         more so with our fellowship with YAH: even if we stay in close

         touch with the Brethren, - yet ignore our fellowship with Him,

         - we become as a river-bed with no water, or as a menorah with

         no flame.  {Aboth 2:4}

HE12:14  {Aboth 1:12}

HE13:4   See commentary on 1Cor.7:3.

=======================================================================

                             COMMENTARY ON JAMES

=======================================================================

JA1:2    {Aboth 5:2}

JA1:12   {Aboth 5:3}

JA1:15   NOTE: The alternate Greek reading reminds oneself of this

         Rabbinic saying: At first the yezer ha-Ra ('evil inclination'

         to sin) is as thin and fragile as the thread of a spider's

         web; but in the end it is as thick and strong as a wagon-rope.

         - Succah 52a

JA1:19   {Aboth 1:15, 1:17, 3:13}

JA1:22   {Aboth 6:7}

JA1:25   {Aboth 3:8, 5:12, 5:14, 6:2}

JA2:13   {Ketuboth 9:2}

JA2:18   See commentary on Philippians 3:4.

JA2:20   See commentary on Philippians 3:4.

JA2:26   See commentary on Philippians 3:4.

JA2:23   {Aboth 6:1}

JA3:2    {Aboth 1:17}

JA4:3    {Berakhoth 9:3}

JA5:7    The early (Oct.-Nov.) and the Latter (Apr.-May) Rain.  Israel

         has two rainy seasons per year.  {Terumoth 4:6; Bikkurim 3:1}

JA5:20   {Aboth 5:18}

=======================================================================

                            COMMENTARY ON 1 PETER

=======================================================================

1PE1:19  {Aboth 2:10, 5:11}

1PE2:3   NOTE: Where the reading in Tanakh uses YHVH, (as in v.3

         here, drawing upon Ps.34:8{9}), I have tried to use this in

         the New Covenant Greek quotations as well.

1PE2:6   NOTE: In Is.28:16 the Hebrew reads:...shall not hurry/make-

         haste. Perhaps the idea is included in 'making-haste' of

         running away - (in) "shame/ashamed", - as in the Greek reading

         above and the Aramaic Peshitta, [also see in LXX].

1PE2:7   NOTE: While the Greek {v.6} implies a Chief-foundation-Stone,

         it could be read, as some have suggested, as a Head-cap-Stone

         at the top of a pyramid {v.7}; but the Hebrew in Is.28:16 is

         quite clear as to it being a foundation-<4143>; while in Ps.

         118:22 {as in v.7 above} the reading could also imply a Head-

         cap-Stone. -{Ps.118:22 l'Rosh-<7218> pinah-<6438>}.  So

         perhaps both ideas are shown: Messiah is both the Chief-corner

         -foundation-Stone, as well as the Head-cap-Stone, (or the top-

         most Stone).

1PE2:9   See commentary on Heb.9:12; & NOTE: Exodus 19:5-6.

1PE2:18  NOTE: Parts of the Didache are similar to these verses.

1PE3:1   The problem for some people isn't in "subjection to your

         husbands" (that is commanded); but in what way and to what

         degree.  Some have tried to twist this passage into a false

         notion that a woman should obey her husband - even if it means

         obeying when he is telling her to break God's laws.  That is

         not what is meant here; as: first and above all we as

         individuals must be submitted and subject to YHVH. While logic

         itself should reveal this: It is a sin to break a major

         Mitzvah/Commandment to fulfill a minor Mitzvah/Commandment.

         Therefore, one would be in violation of God's Word if they

         obeyed the command of man telling them to break the

         Commandments of YHVH.  Along with this, is that the husband is

         told to be in submission and subjection to Messiah Yeshua; and

         to love his wife as Messiah loves us [Eph.5:25].  When a man

         is walking in a Godly and loving manner, it is much easier for

         the wife to complete her role and submit to him.  Nevertheless

         if the thing requested is not sin, the wife is told to be in

         subjection.

              In a larger sense, we are all instructed to be (in a pure

         understanding): "...subject one to another" [1Pet.5:5].

1PE3:10  {Aboth 2:1}

1PE3:11  {Aboth 2:1}

1PE3:12  NOTE: Psalms 34:13-17{12-16}.   {Aboth 2:1}

1PE3:15  {Aboth 2:14}

1PE3:18  See commentary on 1Pe.4:6

1PE3:19  See commentary on 1Pe.4:6

1PE3:20  See commentary on 1Pe.4:6

1PE3:20  {Aboth 5:2}

1PE4:6   Take this verse in context with what Kefa/(Peter) says in 1Pe.

         3:18b-20.  I believe we see Kefa telling us that Yeshua

         proclaimed to that generation after His death, because that is

         the only generation that was cut off mid-stream without a full

         allotted lifetime to repent.  While they had the witness of

         Noach; compare that with the only other generation that will

         be cut off mid-stream: the last generation before the

         Millennium Kingdom.  What is the difference? - The last

         generation has a multitude of witnesses in it: the Two

         Witnesses; the 144,000 Jews; the Angel that flies in the midst

         of Heaven with the everlasting Good-News to proclaim it to all

         men; the judgements; etc... [@ Revelation].  Though Kefa is

         pretty clear here, we still need to be careful we don't fall

         off the edge of a dogma-cliff with this one.

1PE5:5   [See commentary on 1Pet.3:1]  {Aboth 5:20}

=======================================================================

                            COMMENTARY ON 2 PETER

=======================================================================

2PE1:2   The Greek is very clear here in giving both titles, "God and

         Deliverer", to Yeshua Messiah. [Also in: Titus 2:13].  Kefa is

         stating above what we know from Yochanan/John 1:1 as well,

         that: Yeshua Messiah being the Davar/Memra/Word of Elohim is

         part of Elohim and is therefore Elohim.  While the Aramaic

         uses "Lord" instead of "God" here, we know that *2 Peter, 2 &

         3rd John, Jude and Revelation are not in the oldest Peshitta

         version, but only appear in the Aramaic texts that were

         written quite a bit later. So for all these* books of the New

         Covenant, most of the various Greek texts are older.  However,

         in the ancient Peshitta Aramaic text (which includes the book

         of Titus), the reading of "God" (as it is also in the Greek),

         is present in Titus 2:13.

2PE2:15  {Aboth 5:19}

2PE2:21  {Aboth 5:6}

2PE3:8   NOTE: This idea is also presented in several places in

         Rabbinic writings (with quite a bit of variation however) as

         well.  A paraphrased example of some of these from a Messianic

         perspective would be as follows:

           The earth was created in 7 days, so this present earth shall

         end in 7 days.  A day is unto YHVH as a 1000 years,

 and a

         1000 years as a day. 2-days/(2000 years) without Torah [Adam

         to Avraham]; 2 days with Torah [Avraham to Messiah]; 2 days of

         the days of Messiah [Messiah Yeshua's birth to the present

         (the starting time for this period also shown in Daniel)]; and

         then the 1 day of the Shabbat rest of the earth [the

         Millennium Kingdom as shown in the 1,000 year rule of Messiah

         from Jerusalem]; then the 8th day of new-beginnings [the re-

         creation of the Heavens and the earth]. (See for example: Tal.

         Bab.T.Sanh.p. 305; Sanh.97a-97b; etc....)  [See commentary on

         Rev.20:4].

2PE3:15  [& v.16]: Sha'ul had been in training since he was young at

         the feet of the famous Rabbi Gamli'el [Acts 22:3].  There are

         four main Judaic/Rabbinic ways of approaching various subjects

         and commentary on Scripture.  These are noted by the four

         letters in the Hebrew word for Paradise/PRDS; and are: Peshat,

         Remez, Drash and Sud.  Anyone who reads all of Sha'ul's

         writings and is acquainted with the various Rabbinic writings

         as well, I believe will note that Sha'ul employs to a great

         extent Rabbinic methods of interpretation and commentary in

         his writings.  To one not acquainted with such a way of

         approaching subjects, it can appear as Kefa/(Peter) states

         here: "hard to be understood" at times.  For example: in the

         long portion in Romans about the Torah, if one stops mid-

         stream in parts of Sha'ul's discourse and takes individual

         statements out of context [ex. Ro.3:28], one could almost make

         up an incorrect anti-nomia dogma and build the opposite case

         to what we clearly see is his conclusion: "Torah then do we

         make void/useless though the faith? let it not be! (rather,)

         yea: we do establish Torah. -[Ro.3:31].  And sadly, as was

         done by those who were falsely accusing Sha'ul of anti-Torah

         teaching in Acts 21:21, some people even today continue to

         falsely state this was Sha'ul's stance.

2PE3:16  [See v.15 above]  {Aboth 5:2}

=======================================================================

                      COMMENTARY ON 1 YOCHANAN/(JOHN)

=======================================================================

1JN1:1   NOTE: The Greek verb "was", means: already in existence; and

         not: came into existence (as at the creation). Compare this

         section with Yochanan/John 1.  Touched-<5584> -same Greek word

         used @ Luke 24:39.

         RABBINIC:  Of interest is the Rabbinic writings which says

         concerning Genesis 1:2 that this Spirit was King Messiah -

         (Bereshis Rabba 2).

1JN1:2   RABBINIC: It is well known that in the coming of the Messiah

         is (included) the coming of the Blessed God into the world. -

         R. Alschech

1JN1:5   NOTE: These phrases are used often by Yochanan/John. See:

         Yochanan 1:4, 3:19-21, 8:12.  Also: 1 Yochanan/John 4:8, and

         Yochanan 4:24. *[See Jn.1:9] - Messiah is the Light which

         enlightens every man who has come into the world, and Messiah

         that Light, came into the world.

         Rabbinic writings also talk of the Light of Messiah...

            Pesiqta Rabbati (Pisqa 36):  What is the meaning of:  'In

            Thy Light shall we see light' [Psalms 36:9]?  To which

            light is the community of Israel looking forward in full

            expectancy?  To the Light of the Messiah!

1JN1:7   RABBINIC: LUCHOTH HABBERITH (242a):  He (the Messiah) will

         give Himself and His life over unto death, and His blood will

         atone for His people. ZEBACHIM (6a): Surely atonement can only

         be made with the blood, as it says, 'For it is the blood that

         maketh atonement by reason of the life' [Leviticus 17:11].

         See also: Yoma(5a), and Hebrews 9:22.

1JN1:9   NOTE: Including the thought of saying the same thing

         concerning sin that God says about it.

1JN2:10  NOTE: Yochanan hear re-states what Yeshua Messiah Himself said

         regarding the moral commands/mitzvot of Torah, that: ...love

         thy neighbor as thyself.  Mat.22:39-40  On these two

         commandments hang all the Torah and the Prophets.

1JN2:16  {Aboth 4:21}

1JN2:19  {Sanhedrin 10:4}

1JN2:27  NOTE: Also this idea is as in Psalms 119:99.

1JN3:1   {Aboth 3:14}

1JN4:1   See commentary on 1Co.14:39.

1JN4:2   See v.3 below.

1JN4:3   The idea that Yeshua was only a "spirit-being", and was not

         flesh as you and I, has its roots in gnostic doctrine that was

         beginning to raise its head during this time in the 1st Cent.

         A.D..  They had a belief that all flesh was evil, and only

         the spirit was good.  While in Biblical Judaic thought the

         deeds of the flesh can be corrupt; the physical itself is

         still part of the creation of YHVH, and not to be considered

         as evil in and of itself.  As a matter of fact, by another

         perspective: it is the unregenerate 'spirit' of man that

         causes much of the problems the flesh goes through.  Yeshua

         was born of the Seed of Avraham - of the Seed of the Woman,

         His body was created from the egg of Miryam His mother.  He

         was born, lived, and died, and was resurrected in the flesh.

         His Eternal Spirit is Divine being the Word of God; His flesh

         was created when He was conceived by the power of Ruach-

         HaKodesh/(The Holy Spirit).  Yeshua, the man -yet- Messiah God

         The Word.  [See commentary on Yochanan/(John) 1:1].

1JN5:3   See commentary on Hebrews9:1.

1JN5:7   NOTE: See comments following this verse in MNV, and commentary

         on verses: 1Cor.2:14; Mat.3:17; Mat. 21:16.]

1JN5:20  NOTE: The statements in this verse, in both the Greek and the

         Aramaic, speak clearly as to the reality of the Tri-Unity of

         YHVH Elohim Echad.

=======================================================================

                      COMMENTARY ON 2 YOCHANAN/(JOHN)

=======================================================================

2JN1:1   NOTE: As in the Aramaic Peshitta version (Lamsa's, not

         Murdock's): 'mother Congregation', or: The first Congregation

         in Yerushalayim/(Jerusalem), sheds an interesting light on

         this Second Letter Of Yochanan.

2JN1:9   NOTE: [Mat.5:16-19, 7:12, 22:36-40, 28:19.  IJn.3:4-(Note:

         lawlessness=(458)-violation of the Torah).  IJn.3:17-24.]

2JN1:11  Interesting we see in the Aramaic Peshitta (Lamsa's, not

         Murdock's) of 'inviting him to eat'.  Table-fellowship in

         middle-eastern culture was (and is) looked upon as very

         important, almost the same as entering into a covenant with

         the person you invite to eat with you.

2JN1:12  NOTE: filled-complete-(4137), is usually translated as

         "fulfilled", which has come to carry with it a negative sense

         in the modern English language of: gone/vanished/abolished/

         removed, etc...; however: in Greek it means to fill-up-(as a

         glass to the brim), and is illustrated in the above verse well

         (regarding its literal meaning.)  It is also this way in the

         Aramaic Peshitta.

=======================================================================

                      COMMENTARY ON 3 YOCHANAN/(JOHN)

=======================================================================

3JN1     The date for this letter from Yochanan is usually give as

         about 90 A.D..  [2Jn.1]

3JN12    NOTE: From an ancient writing (Apostolic Constitutions 7:46)

         we hear that Kefa/(Peter) ordained one named 'Demetrius' as

         the first Bishop of Philadelphia.  [Acts6:3; 1Tim.3:7; Jn.

         19:35; Jn.21:24]

=======================================================================

                      COMMENTARY ON Y'HUDAH/(JUDE)

=======================================================================

JU1      Y'hudah/(Jude) was the brother of Ya`akov/(James) [Acts 15],

         and half-brother of Yeshua Messiah.  He is listed among

         Yeshua's brothers in Mat.13:55 and Mark 6:3.  This letter from

         Y'hudah is usually assigned a date of 70-80 A.D..

JU6      {Yoma 6:8}

JU9      Here Y'hudah references the pseudepigraphal book 'The

         Assumption of Moses'.

JU14     [thru v.15]: Here Y'hudah quotes from the pseudepigraphal

         apocalypse of 1 Enoch @ 1:9.  Does the reference to a book

         outside of Scripture mean that it is inspired then? -No-

         (except for the portion that appears in Scripture; once it

         did: it became part of the inspired record.)

=======================================================================

                        COMMENTARY ON REVELATION

=======================================================================

RE1:1    NOTE: "With regard however to the inspiration of the book

         (i.e. the Apocalypse) we hold it superfluous to speak at

         length; since the blessed Gregory (I mean, the divine) and

         Cyril, and men of an older generation  as well, Papias,

         Irenaeus, Methodius and Hippolytus, bear testimony to its

         genuineness." -(Andreas of Caesarea 'preface to the

         Apocalypse')

RE1:6    See commentary on Heb.9:12.

RE1:8    Is.7:12 is Messianic-ly applied in the Midrash on Lam.1:2,

         where it is indicated that, as the children of Israel sinned

         from ahlef to tahv [A-T/(as in A thru Z - alpha to omega)], so

         God would in the latter days comfort them from Ahlef to Tahv,

         scripture passages in each case being quoted.  {Menahoth 8:1,

         8:6}

RE1:9    NOTE: "After Domitian Nerva reigned one year, who recalled

         John from the island (i.e. Pathmos), and allowed him to dwell

         in Ephesus.  He was at that time the sole survivor of the

         twelve Apostles, and after writing his Gospel received the

         honour of martyrdom.  For Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, who

         was an eye-witness of him, in the second book of the Oracles

         of The-Lord says {...}" - (Georgius Hamartolus 'Chronicon')

RE1:10   See commentary on 2Cor.12:2,4.

RE2:5    {Baba Metzia 4:10}

RE2:7    See commentary on 2Cor.12:2,4.

RE3:9    One could almost see this verse addressing the idea held by

         some false religions, several pseudo-Christian cults, and any

         man deceived by various groups false teachings that say: "we

         alone are the `Jews'"; when if the truth be told - they are

         not even Jewish at all!  [See commentary on Rev.7:4].

RE3:20   {Tamid 1:2}

RE4:1    See commentary on 2Cor.12:2,4.

RE4:2    See commentary on 2Cor.12:2,4.

RE4:3    NOTE: Jasper & Sardine stones -- the 1st and the last stones

         of the High Priest.

RE4:9    {Berakhoth 4:2}

RE5:10   See commentary on Heb.9:12.

RE5:12   NOTE: As in 1Chron.29:11-13 - where it is applied to YHVH

         Elohim.

RE7:4    These 12,000 of each Tribe (144,000) of Israel are just that.

         This list is of Jewish people; not of some other group who

         happens to think they are Jews, and are not [Rev.3:9].  There

         are several reasons given that Dan was not listed as one of

         the tribes here.  While all are plausible, one of the usual

         ones is that the Tribe of Dan was guilty of idol-worship

         [1Kin.12:28-29].  But one thing is sure, these are Jewish

         Tribes.

              Another objection is that except for L'vi, no one knows

         what tribe they are from any longer since the Temple records

         were destroyed.  The answer to this one is easy: YHVH Who

         knows all things, - knows where everyone comes from.

RE9:5    {Aboth 2:10; Berakhoth 5:1}

RE12:1   The great sign of the woman here is Israel.  This is very

         similar to Yosef's dream in Gen.37:9-10.  [See commentary on

         Rev.12:17].

RE12:4   The dragon [v.3] representing haSatan.  The 1/3 of the stars

         fallen from Heaven, - the fallen angels.

RE12:17  I believe the group this refers to are Jewish Messianic

         Believers. They are ones who are the literal offspring of

         the woman (the entire picture right before this has also

         been of lit. Israel); who keep the Commandments/Mitzvot

         of God; and have the testimony of Yeshua Messiah.

RE13:18  NOTE: "Now such being the state of the case, and this number

         being set down in all the good and old copies, and testimony

         being given by the persons themselves who had seen John with

         their eyes, and reason teaching us that the number of the name

         of the Beast, according to the reckoning of the Greeks, by the

         letters therein, will have 600, and 60, and 6......some, I

         know not how, have erred, following a particular reading, and

         have taken liberties with the middle number of the name,

         subtracting the value of fifty, and choosing to have one

         decade instead of six." - (Irenaeus v. 30. I.)

RE14:8   A few observations about the Gulf war.... First, we know that

         prophecies in Tanach can have a dual, [or more] fulfillment,

         {The abomination of desolation for example}.  With that in

         mind, I think that the prophecies relating to Babylon have a

         fulfillment in their first overthrow, then another at the

         beginning of the judgement of the nations before the

         Tribulation, - (which I believe we've recently seen), and

         again at a future time.  Note in Isaiah 13a {first part of the

         chapter, which begins the judgements against the nations, -

         and in context (at times) clearly expressed as being the end

         of times as we see in following chapters}: 13:1 The burden

         against Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.  *[While I

         feel that the reff. to 'religious Babylon' in Revelation means

         another country than the physical Babylon, here in Isaiah I

         think the prophecy is concerning physical Babylon/Iraq.

         Remember in Nebechanezar's dream had Babylon as the 'head' of

         the statue of the nations.  Interesting that being at the

         head, it perhaps is seen as the first to be judged, & this

         prophecy sits at the head of the prophecies against the

         nations in this section of Isaiah.] -13:2 Lift up a banner on

         the high mountain, Raise your voice to them; Wave your hand,

         that they may enter the gates of the nobles. *[Possibly a

         reff. to offering Iraq, many times, the choice to avoid this

         war, and enter into a noble solution, rather than this

         war(?)]. - 13:3 I have commanded My sanctified ones; I have

         also called My mighty ones for My anger - Those who rejoice

         in My exaltation. - 13:4 The noise of a multitude in the

         mountains, Like that of many people!  A tumultuous noise of

         the kingdoms of nations gathered together!  YHVH of hosts

         musters the army for battle.  They come 13:5 from a far

         country, From the end of heaven, Even YHVH and His weapons

         of indignation, To destroy the whole land. *[Often in

         Scripture, nations armies are noted as being directed of YHVH

         for His purposes.  Thus in this war we have just been

         in, it is the first time we could say many nations fought

         against one country.  In other wars, there have been several

         nations, fighting several others, but never VERY MANY NATIONS

         AGAINST ONE NATION.  Note: the reff.- 'from a far country' -

         (the USA?) - 13:6 Wail for the day of YHVH is at hand! It

         will come as destruction from the Almighty.  13:7 Therefore

         all hands will be limp, Every man's heart will melt, 13:8 And

         they will be afraid.  Pangs and sorrows will take hold of

         them; They will be in pain as a woman in childbirth; They will

         be amazed at one another; There faces will be like flames.

         *[This reminds me of the shape that we found the Iraqi army

         in.] 13:9 Behold, the day of YHVH comes, Cruel with both

         wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will

         destroy its sinners with it.  *[& indeed the land of Iraq has

         been laid totally desolate! -- Perhaps more so than any other

         post-war nation to date.]  13:10 For the stars of heaven and

         their constellations will not give their light; The sun will

         be darkened in its going forth, and the moon will not cause

         its light to shine. *[& again, this is just the condition we

         saw, due to the oil wells burning, and the sky pollution from

         the many bombings.]  Again, these conditions, [all nations

         gathered, the light diminished, ect.], were not present during

         the first overthrow of Babylon.  They were during this

         overthrow.  Another interesting thing, the war ended on the

         Biblical feast of Purim! - [in Esther if you'll remember, when

         this SAME PHYSICAL COUNTRY (that is: in including the Iraqi

         area) threatened to wipe out all the Jews the plot was

         defeated on this SAME DAY, and it became the Biblical feast of

         Purim].  And we have just seen the same thing during our life-

         time!  One more interesting point... this is the first war

         that Israel has been involved in, since Biblical times, that

         she has ended up on the winning side without firing a shot!  I

         feel that we may have left the labor room - [beginning of

         birthpangs], and entered the delivery room!  Actually, the

         announcement came from President Bush for Feb. 27th at

         midnight EST.  Given the fact that Israel is 8 hours ahead of

         us MST, and that Purim starts sundown the day before, it would

         have been 6 AM the morning of Purim in Israel when the

         fighting stopped!  I also found it interesting that the Iraqi

         planes kept by Iran were right outside of Shushan.

RE14:11  RABBINIC: Tractate Pesachim, on Gey-Hinnom: "Then again, was

         then its fire created on the Sabbath eve? Behold, we are

         taught that R. Jose says, 'The fire which the Holy One,

         praised be He! created on the second day of creation will

         never be quenched, for it is said (Isaiah 66:24) 'And they

         shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that

         have transgressed against me; for their worm shall not die nor

         shall their fire be quenched.'"  And Rashi so interprets:

         "their fire" to refer to Gey-Hinnom.  Judaica Books continues

         for Isaiah 66: "Some explain it as referring to the Day of

         Judgment after the resurrection of the dead, when the wicked

         will be resurrected for an everlasting disgrace, as in Daniel

         12:2.  Still others maintain that 'their fire will not be

         quenched' alludes to the soul when it leaves the body.  If it

         does not merit to ascent to the angels of God, it remains by

         the spheres of fire. [Redak]"

RE14:13  {Aboth 6:9}

RE19:19  RABBINIC: The kings of the earth stand up and the rulers are

         united together to rebel before the Lord, and to contend

         against His Messiah. - Targum Jonathan [on Ps.2]

RE20:4   NOTE: "Papias, a hearer of John, (and) bishop of Hierapolis in

         Asia, wrote only five books, which he entitled An Exposition

         of Discourses of The-Lord. {...} This (Papias) is said to have

         promulgated the *Jewish tradition of a Millennium, and he is

         followed by Irenaeus, Apollinarius and the others, who say

         that after the resurrection The-Lord will reign in the flesh

         with the saints." - (JEROME de vir. illust. 18.)

              *NOTE: This view of Papias (the early view) was much

         later in history denounced by the "Church"; interesting that

         now though in the 20th century the mainstream position of the

         Conservative Protestant Believers on the "Millennium" is once

         again in accord with Papias'.

              The conditions that will exist during the 1000 year

         Millennium Kingdom are spoken of in various places throughout

         Tanakh.  One thing that should become evident, is that the

         incorrect dogma that says: 'the earth will be uninhabited for

         this 1000 year period', is never once mentioned in any

         Scripture, in either Tanakh or the New Covenant, that speak

         clearly and are directly relating to this time [Rev.20:3-4,6,

         7-9; etc...] Clearly the Nations are on the earth, and Messiah

         reigning from Yerushalayim over them.

              It is believed by many, that as the first-spring Biblical

         Festivals all related to and were accomplished by Messiah at

         His first coming, - so too shall it be with His Second Coming.

         The following were accomplished in Messiah's First Coming

         (when He appeared as The-Suffering Messiah, somewhat we note

         in agreement with the Rabbinic idea of Messiah ben-Yosef):

           1). Chag HaMatzot/Festival Of Matzah/(Unleaven bread):

           commonly known by Gentile Churches as 'the Passion Week'.

           2). Pesach/Passover: Commonly known to the Gentile Churches

           as 'Good-Friday'.

           3). Omer Raesheet/First Feast Of First Fruits: Commonly

           known to the Gentile Churches as 'Resurrection Sunday'.

           4). Shavuot/Weeks: Commonly known to the Gentile Churches as

           'Pentecost', (50 days after the Resurrection).

         These feasts are observed by the majority of Gentile Churches,

         but usually on the wrong days due to using a Roman calendar,

         rather than the Jewish Biblical calendar, to figure them. This

         came about starting in the 4th century A.D., when the Gentile

         Churches for the most part rejected their Jewish roots; Jewish

         Messianic Brethren; and so too Biblical Judaic practice for

         the most part.  [For more on this see the Appendix to part II,

         in the history section.]

              And the following are seen as well as being Prophetic,

         speaking of Yeshua Messiah's Second Coming, when He shall

         appear as The-Reigning Messiah - Messiah Ben-David:

           1). Rosh HaShannah/Festival of New Year [Yom haT'ruah-

           (Festival of Trumpets)/Yom haZich'ron/(Festival of

           Remembrance)]: Seen as applying to the time of the "rapture"

           of the Congregation of Messiah, and the raising of the

           righteous dead.  [See commentary on 1Thes.4:16].

           2). Yom Kippur/Day of Atonement: Seen in its prophetic

           sense as the time Sha'ul talks about in Rom.11:26, where:

           "all Israel shall be Saved" - when they all will come to

           know Yeshua as their Messiah during the Tribulation-(the

           last half of this time period is called in Daniel: the time

           of Ya`akov's trouble.)

           3). Sukkot/Festival of "Booths/Tabernacles": Seen as the

           time when Messiah Yeshua Ben David shall reign over the

           Nations with a rod of iron (Re.2:27, 12:5, 19:15; Ps.2:6-10)

           and all His sanctified ones with Him (Rev.20:6) for 1000

           years.  It ends the 7th day on Hoshana Rabba. Hoshana Rabba

           is considered as an extension of Yom Kippur and the day when

           the gates of judgement finally close.  Therefore the 7th day

           even though during a joyful feast, is somewhat solemn. (See:

           1st Jewish Catalog p.128).  This then might remind us (being

           at the end of Sukkot) of the battle of Gog and Magog in Rev.

           20:7-10.  After this then, we come to the the 8th day....

           4). Shemini-Atzeret/The Eighth Day (the day after the

           conclusion of Sukkot): This Festival (like Rosh HaShannah

           [1Thes.4:16]) was viewed in Rabbinic opinion as somewhat of

           a "mystery", since no specific reason was given for it's

           observance (See: 1st Jewish Catalog p.128).  I believe

           though that this day would remind us of the final judgement

           by the Father of all creation (Rev.20:11-15).

           5). Simchat Torah: Is the Judaic practice of rejoicing over

           the Torah, and beginning anew the reading of the Torah,

           starting again at Beresheet/Genesis 1:1.  In Israel it is

           celebrated on the same day as Shemini-Atzeret; in the

           Diaspora the day after. But what I find interesting is that

           if one takes the understanding of Shemini-Atzeret in # 5

           above, and adds to it the fact that the Bible reading starts

           over again with these words: "In the Beginning God created

           the Heavens and the earth", - one is left with the

           interesting conclusion that Simchat-Torah would then be a

           Festival acknowledging the time of the "re-creation" of the

           Heavens in the earth (Rev.21:1).  This leads us then back

           full cycle to...

           ...Shabbat/Sabbath: Our current creation was at first given

           the Shabbat as we see in Beresheet/Genesis.  We are given

           the understanding that the Shabbat was not to have closed,

           since in Genesis the day 7th day never closes with an:

           "evening and a morning the '{...}' day.", (as we can see is

           stated for the other days.)  Therefore I believe that it was

           to have been an eternal state for the creation to remain in.

           Likewise, I believe one which will exist forever in the

           re-creation with the new heavens and the new earth.

         [See commentary on 2Pet.3:8]  {Sanhedrin 7:3}

RE20:5   {Sanhedrin 10:1; Aboth 6:9}

RE20:6   RABBINIC: Sanhedrin (97a-97b) The Tanna debe Eliyyahu teaches:

         The world is to exist six thousand years.  In the first 2,000

         was desolation (i.e. no Torah).  2,000 years the Torah

         flourished, (Avraham to 1 A.D.), and the next 2,000 years is

         the Messianic era. - |i.e. Messiah should have come at the

         beginning (1 A.D.) of the last 2,000 years; the delay is due

         to our sins.|

         The world will continue 6,000 years, the first 2,000 years

         were of wisdom, and the third 2,000 years are the days of

         Messiah, and because of our sins many, many, years of these

         have elapsed, and still He has not come. - Tal.Bab. Tr.Sanh.

         p.305.

              See commentary on Heb.9:12 & Mat.24:2.

RE20:7   Rev.20:7b the end of the sixth "day" towards the dawn of the

         seventh.

RE21:1   {Tamid 7:4}

RE21:15  {Mikwaoth 2:10}

RE21:21  {Shekalim 6:3}
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The 613 Mitzvout/Commandments Of Torah
                            !             !

                          -+-+-         -+-+-

                           | +-----------+ |

                           | |613 MITZVOT| |

                           | +-----------+ |

                          -+-+-         -+-+-

                            !             !

      +=========================================================+

      | FOLLOWING ARE THE 613 MITZVOT OF TORAH - TARYAG MITZVOT |

      +=========================================================+

       Many of these 613 can also be found in the New Covenant.

               (Why not see how many you can find there?)

         (The references may vary a verse or two in location,

                depending on your version of Scripture.)

                 The 248 Positive Mitzvot/Commandments:

                 --------------------------------------

COM#  @ TORAH   BRIEF DESCRIPTION

----  --------  -------------------------------------------------------

                                  YHVH Elohim

P  1  Ex. 20:2  To believe in God

P  2  De.  6:4  To acknowledge the Unity of God

P  3  De.  6:5  To love God

P  4  De. 6:13  To fear God

P  5  Ex.23:25; To serve God

      De.11:13;

      13:5

P  6  De.10:20  To cleave to God

P  7  De.10:20  On taking an oath by God's Name

P  8  De. 28:9  On walking in God's ways

P  9  Le.22:32  On Sanctifying God's Name

                                 TORAH

P 10  De.  6:7  On reciting the Sh'ma each morning and evening

P 11  De.  6:7  On studying and teaching Torah

P 12  De.  6:8  On binding Tefillin on the head

P 13  De.  6:8  On binding Tefillin on the hand

P 14  Nu.15:38  On making Tzitzit with thread of blue, garments corners

P 15  De.  6:9  On affixing a Mezuzah to doorposts and gates

P 16  De.31:12  On Assembling each 7th year to hear the Torah read

P 17  De.17:18  On that a king must write a copy of Torah for himself

P 18  De.31:19  On that everyone should have a Torah scroll

P 19  De. 8:10  On praising God after eating, Grace after meals

                        TEMPLE AND THE PRIESTS

P 20  Ex. 25:8  On building a Sanctuary/(Tabernacle/Temple) for God

P 21  Le.19:30  On respecting the Sanctuary

P 22  Nu. 18:4  On guarding the Sanctuary

P 23  Nu.18:23  On Levitical services in the Tabernacle

P 24  Ex.30:19  On Cohanim washing hands & feet before entering Temple

P 25  Ex.27:21  On kindling the Menorah by the Cohanim

P 26  Nu. 6:23  On the Cohanim blessing Israel

P 27  Ex.25:30  On the Showbread before the Ark

P 28  Ex. 30:7  On Burning the Incense on the Golden Altar twice daily

P 29  Le.  6:6  On the perpetual fire on the Altar

P 30  Le.  6:3  On removing the ashes from the Altar

P 31  Nu.  5:2  On removing unclean persons from the camp

P 32  Le. 21:8  On honoring the Cohanim

P 33  Ex. 28:2  On the garments of the Cohanim

P 34  Nu.  7:9  On Cohanim bearing the Ark on their shoulders

P 35  Ex.30:31  On the holy anointing oil

P 36  De.18:6-8 On the Cohanim ministering in rotation/watches

P 37  Le.21:2-3 On the Cohanim being defiled for dead relatives

P 38  Le.21:13  On that Cohen haGadol may only marry a virgin

                              SACRIFICES

P 39  Nu.28:3   On the twice Daily Burnt, tamid, offerings

P 40  Le.6:13   On Cohen haGadol's twice daily meal offering

P 41  Nu.28:9   On the Shabbat additional, musaf, offering

P 42  Nu.28:11  On the New Moon, Rosh Chodesh, additional offering

P 43  Le.23:36  On the Pesach additional offering

P 44  Le.23:10  On the second day of Pesach meal offering of the Omer

P 45  Nu.28:26  On the Shavuot additional, musaf, offering

      -27

P 46  Le.23:17  On the Two Loaves of bread Wave offering on Shavuot

P 47  Nu.29:1-2 On the Rosh HaShannah additional offering

P 48  Nu.29:7-8 On the Yom Kippur additional offering

P 49  Le.16     On the service of Yom Kippur, Avodah

P 50  Nu.29:13  On the Sukkot, musaf, offerings

P 51  Nu.29:36  On the Shemini Atzeret additional offering

P 52  Ex.23:14  On the three annual Festival pilgrimages to the Temple

P 53  Ex.34:23; On appearing before YHVH during the Festivals

      De.16:16

P 54  De.16:14  On rejoicing on the Festivals

P 55  Ex.12:6   On the 14th of Nisan slaughtering the Pesach lamb

P 56  Ex.12:8   On eating the roasted Pesach lamb night of Nisan 15

P 57  Nu.9:11   On slaughtering the Pesach Sheini, Iyyar 14, offering

P 58  Nu.9:11;  On eating the Pesach Sheini lamb with Matzah and Maror

      Ex.12:8

P 59  Nu.10:9   Trumpets for Feast sacrifices brought & for tribulation

      -10

P 60  Le.22:27  On minimum age of cattle to be offered

P 61  Le.22:21  On offering only unblemished sacrifices

P 62  Le.2:13   On bringing salt with every offering

P 63  Le.1:2    On the Burnt-Offering

P 64  Le.6:18   On the Sin-Offering

P 65  Le.7:1    On the Guilt-Offering

P 66  Le.3:1    On the Peace-Offering

P 67  Le.2:1;   On the Meal-Offering

      6:7

P 68  Le.4:13   On offerings for a Court (Sanhedrin) that has erred

P 69  Le.4:27   Fixed Sin-Offering, by one unknowingly breaking a karet

P 70  Le.5:17   Suspensive Guilt-Offering if doubt of breaking a karet

      -18

P 71  Le.5:15;  Unconditional Guilt-Offering, for stealing, etc.

      19:20-21

P 72  Le.5:1-11 Offering higher or lower value, according to ones means

P 73  Nu.5:6-7  To confess one's sins before God and repent from them

P 74  Le.15:13  On offering brought by a zav (man with a discharge)

      -15

P 75  Le.15:28  Offering brought by a zavah (woman with a discharge)

      -29

P 76  Le.12:6   On offering brought by a woman after childbirth

P 77  Le.14:10  On offering brought by a leper after being cleansed

P 78  Le.27:32  On the Tithe of one's cattle

P 79  Ex.13:2   Sacrificing the First-born of clean (permitted) cattle

P 80  Ex.22:28; On Redeeming the First-born of man, Pidyon ha-ben

      Nu.18:15

P 81  Ex.34:20  On Redeeming the firstling of an ass, if not...

P 82  Ex.13:13  ...breaking the neck of the firstling of an ass

P 83  De.12:5-6 On bringing due offerings to Jerusalem without delay

P 84  De.12:14  All offerings must be brought only to the Sanctuary

P 85  De.12:36  On offerings due from outside Israel to the Sanctuary

P 86  De.12:15  On Redeeming blemished sanctified animal offerings

P 87  Le.27:33  On the holiness of substituted animal offerings

P 88  Le.6:9    On Cohanim eating the remainder of the Meal Offerings

P 89  Ex.29:33  On Cohanim eating the meat of Sin and Guilt Offerings

P 90  Le.7:19   Burn Consecrated Offerings that've become tameh/unclean

P 91  Le.7:17   Burn remnant of Consecrated Offerings not eaten in time

                                 VOWS

P 92  Nu.6:5    The Nazir letting his hair grow during his separation

P 93  Nu.6:18   Nazir completing vow shaves his head & brings sacrifice

P 94  De.23:24  On that a man must honor his oral vows and oaths

P 95  Nu.30:3   On that a judge can annul vows, only according to Torah

                             RITUAL PURITY

P 96  Le.11:8,  Defilement by touching certain animal carcasses, &...

      24

P 97  Le.11:29  ...by touching carcasses of eight creeping creatures

      -31

P 98  Le.11:34  Defilement of food & drink, if contacting unclean thing

P 99  Le.15:19  On Tumah of a menstruant woman

P100  Le.12:2   On Tumah of a woman after childbirth

P101  Le.13:3   On Tumah of a leper

P102  Le.13:51  On garments contaminated by leprosy

P103  Le.14:44  On a leprous house

P104  Le.15:2   On Tumah of a zav (man with a running issue)

P105  Le.15:6   On Tumah of semen

P106  Le.15:19  Tumah of a zavah (woman suffering from a running issue)

P107  Nu.19:14  On Tumah of a human corpse

P108  Nu.19:13, Law of the purification water of sprinkling, mei niddah

      21

P109  Le.15:16  On immersing in a mikveh to become ritually clean

P110  Le.14:2   On the specified procedure of cleansing from leprosy

P111  Le.14:9   On that a leper must shave his head

P112  Le.13:45  On that the leper must be made easily distinguishable

P113  Nu.19:2-9 On Ashes of the Red Heifer, used in ritual purification

                         DONATIONS TO THE TEMPLE

P114  Le.27:2-8 On the valuation for a person himself to the Temple

P115  Le.27:11  On the valuation for an unclean beast to the Temple

      -12

P116  Le.27:14  On the valuation of a house as a donation to the Temple

P117  Le.27:16, On the valuation of a field as a donation to the Temple

      22-23

P118  Le.5:16   If benefit from Temple property, restitution plus 1/5th

P119  Le.19:24  On the fruits of the trees fourth year's growth

P120  Le.19:9   On leaving the corners (Peah) of fields for the poor

P121  Le.19:9   On leaving gleanings of the field for the poor

P122  De.24:19  On leaving the forgotten sheaf for the poor

P123  Le.19:19  On leaving the misformed grape clusters for the poor

P124  Le.19:10  On leaving grape gleanings for the poor

P125  Ex.23:19  On separating & bringing First-fruits to the Sanctuary

P126  De.18:4   To separate the great Heave-offering (terumah)

P127  Le.27:30; To set aside the first tithe to the Levites

      Nu.18:24

P128  De.14:22  To set aside the second tithe, eaten only in Jerusalem

P129  Nu.18:26  On Levites' giving tenth of their tithe to the Cohanim

P130  De.14:28  To set aside the poor-man's tithe in 3rd and 6th year

P131  De.26:13  A declaration made when separating the various tithes

P132  De.26:5   A declaration made bringing First-fruits to the Temple

P133  Nu.15:20  On the first portion of the Challah given to the Cohen

                           THE SABBATICAL YEAR

P134  Ex.23:11  On ownerless produce of the Sabbatical year (shemittah)

P135  Ex.34:21  On resting the land on the Sabbatical year

P136  Le.25:10  On sanctifying the Jubilee (50th) year

P137  Le.25:9   Blow Shofar on Yom Kippur in the Jubilee & slaves freed

P138  Le.25:24  Reversion of the land to ancestral owners in Jubilee yr

P139  Le.25:24  On the redemption of a house within a year of the sale

P140  Le.25:8   Counting and announcing the years till the Jubilee year

P141  De.15:3   All debts are annulled in the Sabbatical year, but...

P142  De.15:3   ...one may exact a debt owed by a foreigner

                    CONCERNING ANIMALS FOR CONSUMPTION

P143  De.18:3   The Cohen's due in the slaughter of every clean animal

P144  De.18:4   On the first of the fleece to be given to the Cohen

P145  Le.27:21, (Cherem vow) one devoted thing to God, other to Cohanim

      28

P146  Le.12:21  Slaughtering animals, according to Torah, before eating

P147  Le.17:13  Covering with earth the blood of slain fowl and beast

P148  De.22:7   On setting free the parent bird when taking the nest

P149  Le.11:2   Searching for prescribed signs in beasts, for eating

P150  De.14:11  Searching for the prescribed signs in birds, for eating

P151  Le.11:21  Searching for prescribed signs in locusts, for eating

P152  Le.11:9   Searching for the prescribed signs in fish, for eating

                               FESTIVALS

P153  Ex.12:2;  Sanhedrin to sanctify New Moon, & reckon yrs & seasons

      De.16:1

P154  Ex.23:12  On resting on the Shabbat

P155  Ex.20:8   On declaring Shabbat holy at its onset and termination

P156  Ex.12:15  On removal of chametz, leaven(ed), on (Nisan 14) Pesach

P157  Ex.13:8   Tell of Exodus from Egypt 1st night Pesach, (Nisan 15)

P158  Ex.12:18  On eating Matzah the first night of Pesach, (Nisan 15)

P159  Ex.12:16  On resting on the first day of Pesach

P160  Ex.12:16  On resting on the seventh day of Pesach

P161  Le.23:35  Count the Omer 49 days from day of first sheaf Nisan 16

P162  Le.23     On resting on Shavuot

P163  Le.23:24  On resting on Rosh HaShannah

P164  Le.16:29  On fasting on Yom Kippur

P165  Le.16:29, On resting on Yom Kippur

      31

P166  Le.23:35  On resting on the first day of Sukkot

P167  Le.23:36  On resting on (the 8th day) Shemini Atzeret

P168  Le.23:42  On dwelling in a Sukkah (booth) for seven days

P169  Le.23:40  On taking a Lulav (the four species) on Sukkot

P170  Nu.29:1   On hearing the sound of the Shofar on Rosh HaShannah

                               COMMUNITY

P171  Ex.30:12  On every male giving half a shekel annually to Temple

      -13

P172  De.18:15  On heeding the Prophets

P173  De.17:15  On appointing a king

P174  De.17:11  On obeying the Great Court (Sanhedrin)

P175  Ex.23:2   On in case of division, abiding by a majority decision

P176  De.16:18  Appointing Judges & Officers of the Court in every town

P177  Le.19:15  Treating litigants equally/impartially before the law

P178  Le.5:1    Anyone aware of evidence must come to court to testify

P179  De.13:15  The testimony of witnesses shall be examined thoroughly

P180  De.19:19  On condemning witnesses who testify falsely

P180  De.19:19  False witnesses punished, as they intended upon accused

P181  De.21:4   On Eglah Arufah, on the heifer when murderer unknown

P182  De.19:3   On establishing Six Cities of Refuge

P183  Nu.35:2   Give cities to Levites - who've no ancestral land share

P184  De.22:8   Build fence on roof, remove potential hazards from home

                               IDOLATRY

P185  De.12:2;  On destroying all idolatry and its appurtenances

      7:5

P186  De.13:17  The law about a city that has become apostate/perverted

P187  De.20:17  On the law about destroying the seven Canaanite nations

P188  De.25:19  On the extinction of the seed of Amalek

P189  De.25:17  On remembering the nefarious deeds of Amalek to Israel

                                  WAR

P190  De.20:11  Regulations for wars other than ones commanded in Torah

      -12

P191  De.20:2   Cohen for special duties in war; also men unfit return

P192  De.23:14  Prepare place beyond the camp, so to keep sanitary &...

      15

P193  De.23:15  ...so include a digging tool among war implements

                                SOCIAL

P194  Le.5:23   On a robber to restore the stolen article to its owner

P195  De.15:8;  On to give charity to the poor

      Le.25:35-36

P196  De.15:14  On giving gifts to a Hebrew bondman upon his freedom

P197  Ex.22:24  On lending money to the poor without interest

P198  De.23:21  On lending money to the foreigner with interest

P199  De.24:13; On restoring a pledge to its owner if he needs it

      Ex.22:25

P200  De.24:15  On paying the worker his wages on time

P201  De.23:25  Employee is allowed to eat the produce he's working in

      -26

P202  Ex.23:5   On helping unload when necessary a tired animal

P203  De.22:4   On assisting a man loading his beast with its burden

P204  De.22:1;  On that lost property must be returned to its owner

      Ex.23:4

P205  Le.19:17  On being required to reprove the sinner

P206  Le.19:18  On love your neighbor as yourself

P207  De.10:19  On being commanded to love the convert/proselyte

P208  Le.19:36  On the law of accurate weights and measures

                                FAMILY

P209  Le.19:32  On honoring the old (and wise)

P210  Ex.20:12  On honoring parents

P211  Le.19:3   On fearing parents

P212  Ge.1:28   On to be fruitful and multiply

P213  De.24:1   On the law of marriage

P214  De.24:5   On bridegroom devotes himself to his wife for one year

P215  Ge.17:10; On circumcising one's son

      Le.12:3

P216  De.25:5   If a man dies childless his brother marry widow, or...

P217  De.25:9   ...release her/the-widow (Chalitzah)

P218  De.22:29  A violator must marry the virgin/maiden he has violated

P219  De.22:18  The defamer of his bride is flogged & may never divorce

      -19

P220  Ex.22:15  On the seducer must be punished according to the law

      -23

P221  De.21:11  Captive women treated according to special regulations

P222  De.24:1   The law of divorce, only by means of written document

P223  Nu.5:15   Suspected adulteress has to submit to the required test

      -27

                               JUDICIAL

P224  De.25:2   On whipping transgressors of certain commandments

P225  Nu.35:25  On exile to city of refuge for unintentional homicide

P226  Ex.21:20  On beheading transgressors of certain commandments

P227  Ex.21:16  On strangling transgressors of certain commandments

P228  Le.20:14  On burning transgressors of certain commandments

P229  De.22:24  On stoning transgressors of certain commandments

P230  De.21:22  Hang after execution, violators of certain commandments

P231  De.21:23  On burial on the same day of execution

                                SLAVES

P232  Ex.21:2   On the special laws for treating the Hebrew bondman

P233  Ex.21:8   Hebrew bondmaid married to her master or his son, or...

P234  Ex.21:8   ...allow the redemption to the Hebrew bondmaid

P235  Le.25:46  On the laws for treating an alien bondman

                                TORTS

P236  Ex.21:18  On the penalty for a person inflicting injury

P237  Ex.21:28  On the law of injuries caused by an animal

P238  Ex.21:33  On the law of injuries caused by an pit

      -34

P239  Ex.21:37  On the law of punishment of thieves

      -22:3

P240  Ex.22:4   On the law of a judgement for damage caused by a beast

P241  Ex.22:5   On the law of a judgement for damage caused by a fire

P242  Ex.22:6   On the law of an unpaid guardian

      -8

P243  Ex.22:9   On the law of a paid guardian

      -12

P244  Ex.22:13  On the law of a borrower

P245  Le.25:14  On the law of buying and selling

P246  Ex.22:8   On the law of litigants

P247  De.25:12  Save life of one pursued, even if need - kill oppressor

P248  Nu.27:8   On the law of inheritance

                 The 365 Negative Mitzvot/Commandments:

                 --------------------------------------

COM#  @ TORAH   BRIEF DESCRIPTION

----  --------  -------------------------------------------------------

                      IDOLATRY AND RELATED PRACTICES

N  1  Ex.20:3   Not believing in any other god except the One God.

N  2  Ex.20:4   Not to make images for the purpose of worship

N  3  Le.19:4   Not to make an idol (even for others) to worship

N  4  Ex.20:20  Not to make figures of human beings

N  5  Ex.20:5   Not to bow down to an idol

N  6  Ex.20:5   Not to worship idols

N  7  Le.18:21  Not to hand over any children to Moloch

N  8  Le.19:31  Not to practice sorcery of the ov, necromancy

N  9  Le.19:31  Not to practice sorcery of yidde'oni, familiar spirts

N 10  Le.19:4   Not to study idolatrous practices

N 11  De.16:22  Not to erect a pillar which people assemble to honor

N 12  Le.20:1   No figured stones (dias) to lay prostrate on

N 13  De.16:21  Not to plant trees in the Sanctuary/Temple

N 14  Ex.23:13  Swear not by an idol nor instigate an idolater to do so

N 15  Ex.23:13  Not to divert any non-Jew to idolatry

N 16  De.13:12  Not to try to persuade a Jew to worship idols

N 17  De.13:9   Not to love someone who seeks to mislead you to idols

N 18  De.13:9   Not to relax one's aversion to the misleader to idols

N 19  De.13:9   Not to save the life of a misleader to idols

N 20  De.13:9   Not to plead for (defend) the misleader to idols

N 21  De.13:9   Not to oppress evidence unfavorable to the misleader

N 22  De.7:25   No benefit from ornaments which have adorned an idol

N 23  De.13:17  Rebuild not a city destroyed as punishment for idolatry

N 24  De.13:18  Not deriving benefit from property of an apostate city

N 25  De.7:26   Do not use anything connected with idols or idolatry

N 26  De.18:20  Not prophesying in the name of idols

N 27  De.18:20  Not prophesying falsely in the Name of God

N 28  De.13:3-4 Listen not to one who prophesies in the name of idols

N 29  De.18:22  Not fearing or refraining from killing a false prophet

N 30  Le.20:23  Imitate not the ways nor practice customs of idolaters

N 31  Le.19:26; Not practicing divination

      De.18:10

N 32  De.18:10  Not practicing soothsaying

N 33  De.18:10  Not practicing enchanting

      -11

N 34  De.18:10  Not practicing sorcery

      -11

N 35  De.18:10  Not practicing the art of the charmer

      -11

N 36  De.18:10  Not consulting a necromancer who uses the ov

      -11

N 37  De.18:10  Not consulting a sorcerer who uses the ydo'a

     -11

N 38  De.18:10  Not to seek information from the dead, necromancy

      -11

N 39  De.22:5   Women not to wear men's clothes or adornments

N 40  De.22:5   Men not wearing women's clothes or adornments

N 41  Le.19:28  Not tattoo yourself, as is the manner of the idolaters

N 42  De.22:11  Not wearing a mixture of wool and linen, Shatnes

N 43  Le.19:27  Not shaving the temples/sides of your head

N 44  Le.19:27  Not shaving your beard

N 45  De.16:1;  Not making cuttings in your flesh over your dead

      14:1; Le.19:28

              PROHIBITIONS RESULTING FROM HISTORICAL EVENTS

N 46  De.17:16  Not returning to Egypt to dwell there permanently

N 47  Nu.15:39  Not to follow one's heart or eyes, straying to impurity

N 48  Ex.23:32; Not to make a pact with the Seven Canaanite Nations

      De.7:2

N 49  De.20:16  Not to spare the life of the Seven Canaanite Nations

N 50  De.7:2    Not to show mercy to idolaters

N 51  Ex.23:33  No one serving false gods to settle in Eretz-Israel

N 52  De.7:3    Not to intermarry with one serving false gods

N 53  De.23:4   Not to intermarry at all with a male from Ammon or Moav

N 54  De.23:8   Exclude not marrying a descendant Esau if a proselyte

N 55  De.23:8   Not to exclude marrying an Egyptian who is a proselyte

N 56  De.23:7   Not permitted to make peace with Ammon and Moav nations

N 57  De.20:19  Not destroying fruit trees, even in time of war

N 58  De.7:21   Not fearing the enemy in time of war

N 59  De.25:19  Not forgetting the evil which Amalek did to us

                                BLASPHEMY

N 60  Le.24:16; Not blaspheming the Holy Name of Elohim/God

      [rather]: Ex.22:27

N 61  Le.19:12  Not violating an oath by the Holy Name, shevuas bittui

N 62  Ex.20:7   Not taking the Holy Name in vain, shevuas shav

N 63  Le.22:32  Not profaning the Holy Name of God

N 64  De.6:16   Not testing/trying His (YHVH God) promises & warnings

N 65  De.12:4   Do not destroy houses of worship or holy books

N 66  De.21:23  Leave not body of executed criminal hanging overnight

                                  TEMPLE

N 67  Nu.18:5   Be not lax in guarding the Sanctuary/(Temple)

N 68  Le.16:2   Cohen haGadol enter Sanctuary only at prescribed times

N 69  Le.21:23  Cohen with blemish enter not Temple, from Altar inwards

N 70  Le.21:17  Cohen with a blemish not to minister in the Sanctuary

N 71  Le.21:18  Cohen with temporary blemish minister not in Sanctuary

N 72  Nu.18:3   Levites & Cohanim not to interchange in their functions

N 73  Le.10:9   Drunk persons may not enter Sanctuary or teach Torah

      -11

N 74  Nu.18:4   A Zar (non-Cohen) not to minister in Sanctuary

N 75  Le.22:2   Tameh (unclean) Cohen not to minister in Sanctuary

N 76  Le.21:6   Cohen who is tevul yom, not to minister in Sanctuary

N 77  Nu.5:3    Tameh (unclean) person not to enter any part of Temple

N 78  De.23:11  Tameh person enter not camp of Levites (Temple mount)

N 79  Ex.20:25  Build not an Altar of stones which were touched by iron

N 80  Ex.20:26  Not to have an ascent to the Altar by steps

N 81  Le.6:6    Not to extinguish the Altar fire

N 82  Ex.30:9   Offer nothing, but specified incense, on Golden Altar

N 83  Ex.30:32  Not to make any oil the same as the Oil of Anointment

N 84  Ex.30:32  Anoint none with special oil except Cohen Gadol & King

N 85  Ex.30:37  Not to make incense same as burnt on Altar in Sanctuary

N 86  Ex.25:15  Not to remove the staves from their rings in the Ark

N 87  Ex.28:28  Not to remove the Breastplate from the Ephod

N 88  Ex.28:32  Make not any incision in Cohen haGadol's upper garment

                                SACRIFICES

N 89  De.12:13  Offer not sacrifices outside Sanctuary/(Temple) Court

N 90  Le.17:3   Slaughter not consecrated animals outside Temple Court

      -4

N 91  Le.22:20  Dedicate not a blemished animal to be offered on Altar

N 92  Le.22:22  Not to slaughter a blemished animal as a korban

N 93  Le.22:24  Not to dash the blood of a blemished beast on the Altar

N 94  Le.22:22  Not to burn the inner parts of blemished beast on Altar

N 95  De.17:1   Not to sacrifice a beast with a temporary blemish

N 96  Le.22:25  Not to offer a blemished sacrifice of a gentile

N 97  Le.22:21  Not to cause a consecrated offering to become blemished

N 98  Le.2:11   Not to offer leaven or honey upon the Altar

N 99  Le.2:13   Not to offer a sacrifice without salt

N100  De.23:19  Offer not on Altar: "hire of harlot" or "price of dog"

N101  Le.22:28  Not to slaughter an animal & its young on the same day

N102  Le.5:11   Not to put olive oil on the sin meal-offering

N103  Le.5:11   Not to put frankincense on the sin meal-offering

N104  Nu.5:15   Not to put olive oil on the jealousy offering, sotah

N105  Nu.5:15   Not to put frankincense on the jealousy offering, sotah

N106  Le.27:10  Not to substitute sacrifices

N107  Le.27:26  Not to change sacrifices from one category to the other

N108  Nu.18:17  Redeem not the firstborn of permitted (clean) animals

N109  Le.27:33  Not to sell the tithe of the herd of cattle

N110  Le.27:28  Not to sell a devoted (by the Cherem vow) field

N111  Le.27:28  Not to redeem a devoted (by the Cherem vow) field

N112  Le.5:8    Not to split head of bird slaughtered for Sin-offering

N113  De.15:19  Not to do any work with a dedicated beast

N114  De.15:19  Not to shear a dedicated beast

N115  Ex.34:25  Slaughter not Pesach/Passover lamb if chametz is about

N116  Ex.23:10  Leave not sacrificial portions of Pesach lamb overnight

N117  Ex.12:10  Allow not meat of Pesach lamb to remain till morning

N118  De.16:4   No meat of Nisan 14 Festive Offering remain till day 3

N119  Nu.9:13   No meat of 2nd Pesach lamb Offering remain till morning

N120  Le.22:30  No meat of Thanksgiving Offering to remain till morning

N121  Ex.12:46  Not to break any bones of Pesach lamb offering

N122  Nu.9:12   Not to break any bones of 2nd Pesach lamb offering

N123  Ex.12:46  Not to remove Pesach offering from where it is eaten

N124  Le.6:10   Not to bake the residue of a meal offering with leaven

N125  Ex.12:9   Not to eat the Pesach offering boiled or raw

N126  Ex.12:45  Not to allow an alien resident to eat Pesach offering

N127  Ex.12:48  An uncircumcised person may not eat the Pesach offering

N128  Ex.12:43  Not to allow an apostate to eat the Pesach offering

N129  Le.12:4   Tameh (ritually unclean) person may not eat holy things

N130  Le.7:19   Eat not meat of consecrated things that've become tameh

N131  Le.19:6-8 Not to eat sacrificial meat beyond the allotted time

N132  Le.7:18   Eat not sacrificial meat slaughtered in wrong intention

N133  Le.22:10  A zar/non-Cohen may not eat terumah / (heave offering)

N134  Le.22:10  A Cohen's sojourner or hired worker may not eat terumah

N135  Le.22:10  An uncircumcised person may not eat terumah

N136  Le.22:4   Tameh (ritually unclean) Cohen may not eat terumah

N137  Le.22:12  Bat-Cohen if married to non-Cohen not to eat holy food

N138  Le.6:16   Not to eat the Meal-offering of a Cohen

N139  Le.6:23   Eat not Sin-offering meat sacrificed within Sanctuary

N140  De.14:3   Not to eat consecrated animals that've become blemished

N141  De.12:17  Eat not unredeemed 2nd corn tithe outside Yerushalayim

N142  De.12:17  Consume not unredeemed 2nd wine tithe outside Jerusalem

N143  De.12:17  Consume not unredeemed 2nd oil tithe outside Jerusalem

N144  De.12:17  Eat not an unblemished firstling outside Yerushalayim

N145  De.12:17  Eat not sin or guilt offerings outside Sanctuary court

N146  De.12:17  Not to eat the meat of the burnt offering at all

N147  De.12:17  Eat not lesser sacrifices before blood dashed on Altar

N148  De.12:17  A zar/non-Cohen is not to eat the most holy offerings

N149  Ex.29:33  A Cohen not to eat First Fruits outside Temple courts

N150  De.26:14  Eat not unredeemed 2nd tithe while in state of impurity

N151  De.26:14  Not eating the 2nd tithe while in mourning

N152  De.26:14  On 2nd tithe redemption money (only for food and drink)

N153  Le.22:15  Not eating untithed produce, tevel

N154  Ex.22:28  Not changing the order of separating the various tithes

N155  De.23:22  Delay not payment of offerings, freewill or obligatory

N156  Ex.23:15  Go not to Temple on pilgrim festivals without offering

N157  Nu.30:3   Not to break your word, even if without an oath

                                   PRIESTS

N158  Le.21:7   A Cohen may not marry a harlot, zonah

N159  Le.21:7   A Cohen marry not a woman profaned from the Priesthood

N160  Le.21:7   A Cohen may not marry a divorcee

N161  Le.21:14  Cohen haGadol may not marry a widow

N162  Le.21:15  Cohen haGadol may not take a widow as a concubine

N163  Le.10:6   Cohen with disheveled hair may not enter the Sanctuary

N164  Le.10:6   Cohen wearing rent garments may not enter Sanctuary

N165  le.10:7   Cohanim leave not Temple courtyard during the service

N166  Le.21:1   Common Cohen must not be defiled for dead, except some

N167  Le.21:11  Cohen haGadol may not be under one roof with dead body

N168  Le.21:11  Cohen haGadol must not be defiled for any dead person

N169  De.18:1   Levites have not part in the division of Israel's land

N170  De.18:1   Levites share not in the spoils of war

N171  De.14:1   Not to tear out hair for the dead

                              DIETARY LAWS

N172  De.14:7   Not to eat any unclean animal

N173  Le.11:11  Not to eat any unclean fish

N174  Le.11:13  Not to eat any unclean fowl

N175  De.14:19  Not to eat any creeping winged insect

N176  Le.11:41  Not to eat anything which creeps on the earth

N177  Le.11:44  Not to eat creeping thing that breeds in decayed matter

N178  Le.11:42  Not to eat living creatures that breed in seeds / fruit

N179  Le.11:43  Not to eat any detestable creature

N180  De.14:21  Not to eat any animal which died naturally, a nevelah

N181  Ex.22:30  Not to eat an animal which is torn or mauled, a treifah

N182  De.12:23  Not to eat any limb taken from a living animal

N183  Ge.32:33  Not to eat the sinew of the thigh-vein, gid ha-nasheh

N184  Le.7:24   Not to eat blood

N185  Le.7:23   Not to eat certain types of fat of clean animal, chelev

N186  Ex.23:19  Not to boil young male goat (meat) in its mother's milk

N187  Ex.34:26  Not to eat young male goat cooked in its mother's milk

N188  Ex.21:28  Not to eat the flesh of a condemned & to be stoned ox

N189  Le.23:14  Eat not bread made from grain of new crop, before Omer

N190  Le.23:14  Eat not roasted grain of new crop, before Omer offering

N191  Le.23:14  Eat not green ears of new crop, before Omer (Nisan 16)

N192  Le.19:23  Not to eat orlah

N193  De.22:9   Eat not growth of mixed vineyard planting,kilai hakerem

N194  De.32:38  Not to use wine libations for idols, yayin nesach

N195  Le.19:26; No eating or drinking to excess, gluttony & drunkenness

      De.21:20

N196  Le.23:29  Not to eat anything on Yom Kippur / Day of Atonement

N197  Ex.13:3   Not to eat chametz, leaven(ed), on Pesach

N198  Ex.13:7   Not to eat an admixture of chametz/leaven(ed) on Pesach

N199  De.16:3   Not to eat chametz, leaven(ed), after noon of 14 Nisan

N200  Ex.13:7   No chametz may be seen in our homes during Pesach

N201  Ex.12:19  Not to possess chametz, leaven(ed), during Pesach

                                NAZIRITES

N202  Nu.6:3    A Nazir may not drink wine or any beverage from grapes

N203  Nu.6:3    A Nazir may not eat fresh grapes

N204  Nu.6:3    A Nazir may not eat dried grapes

N205  Nu.6:4    A Nazir may not eat grape seeds/kernels

N206  Nu.6:4    A Nazir may not eat grape peels/husks

N207  Nu.6:7    Nazir may not rend himself tameh (unclean) for the dead

N208  Le.21:11  Nazir must not become tameh entering house with corpse

N209  Nu.6:5    A Nazir must not shave his hair

                               AGRICULTURE

N210  Le.23:22  Reap not a whole field without leaving corners for poor

N211  Le.19:9   Not to gather ears of grain that fell during harvesting

N212  Le.19:10  Not to gather the misformed clusters of grapes

N213  Le.19:10  Not to gather single fallen grapes during the vintage

N214  De.24:19  Not to return for a forgotten sheaf

N215  Le.19:19  Not to sow diverse kinds of seed in one field, kalayim

N216  De.22:9   Not to sow grain or vegetables in a vineyard

N217  Le.19:19  Not to crossbreed animals of different species

N218  De.22:10  Work not with two different kinds of animals together

N219  De.25:4   Muzzle not animal working field to prevent from eating

N220  Le.25:4   Not to cultivate the soil in the 7th year, shemittah

N221  Le.25:4   Not to prune the trees in the 7th year

N222  Le.25:5   Reap not self-grown plant in 7th year as ordinary year

N223  Le.25:5   Gather not self-grown fruit in 7th yr. as ordinary year

N224  Le.25:11  Not to till the earth or prune trees in Jubilee year

N225  Le.25:11  Reap not aftergrowths of Jubilee year as ordinary year

N226  Le.25:11  Not to gather fruit in Jubilee year as in ordinary year

N227  Le.25:23  Sell not one's Eretz Yisrael land holdings permanently

N228  Le.25:33  Not to sell/change the open lands of the Levites

N229  De.12:19  Not to leave the Levites without support

                 LOANS, BUSINESS, AND THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES

N230  De.15:2   Not to demand payment of debts after (7th) Shmitah year

N231  De.15:9   Not to refuse loan to poor because Shmitah year is near

N232  De.15:7   Not to deny charity to the poor

N233  De.15:13  Not sending a Hebrew bondman away empty-handed

N234  Ex.22:24  Not demanding payment from a debtor known unable to pay

N235  Le.25:37  Not lending to another Jew at interest

N236  De.23:20  Not borrowing from another Jew at interest

N237  Ex.22:24  Not participating in an agreement involving interest

N238  Le.19:13  Oppress not an employee by delaying paying his wages

N239  De.24:10  Not taking a pledge from a debtor by force

N240  De.24:12  Not keeping a poor man's pledge when he needs it

N241  De.24:17  Not taking any pledge from a widow

N242  De.24:6   Not taking ones's business (or food) utensils in pledge

N243  Ex.20:13  Not abducting an Israelite

N244  Le.19:11  Not stealing

N245  Le.19:13  Not robbing

N246  De.19:14  Not fraudulently altering land boundaries / landmarker

N247  Le.19:13  Not usurping our debts / do not defraud

N248  Le.19:11  Not repudiating debts, denying receipt of loan/deposit

N249  Le.19:11  Not to swear falsely regarding another man's property

N250  Le.25:14  Not wronging/deceiving one another in business

N251  Le.25:17  Not wronging/misleading one another even verbally

N252  Ex.22:20  Not harming the stranger among you verbally

N253  Ex.22:20  Not injuring the stranger among you in business/trade

N254  De.23:16  Not handing over a slave who's fled to Israel

N255  De.23:17  Take no advantage of a slave who's fled to Israel

N256  Ex.22:21  Not afflicting the orphans and widows

N257  Le.25:39  Not employing a Hebrew bondman in degrading tasks

N258  Le.25:42  Not selling a Hebrew bondman

N259  Le.25:43  Not treating a Hebrew bondman cruelly

N260  Le.25:53  Not allowing a heathen to mistreat a Hebrew bondman

N261  Ex.21:8   Not selling a Hebrew maidservant. & if you marry her...

N262  Ex.21:10  ...withhold not: food, raiment, or conjugal rights

N263  De.21:14  Not selling a captive woman

N264  De.21:14  Not treating a captive woman as a slave

N265  Ex.20:17  Not coveting another man's possessions/property, etc.

N266  De.5:18   Covet not one's possessions, even the desire forbidden

N267  De.23:26  A worker is not to cut down standing grain during work

N268  De.23:24  A hired laborer not to take more fruit than he can eat

N269  De.22:3   Not ignoring lost property to be returned to its owner

N270  Ex.23:5   Refuse not to help man or animal collapsing with burden

N271  Le.19:35  Not cheating/defrauding with measurements & weights

N272  De.25:13  Not to possess false/inaccurate weights and measures

                                 JUSTICE

N273  Le.19:15  A Judge is not to commit unrighteousness

N274  Ex.23:8   A Judge is not to accept bribes/gifts from litigants

N275  Le.19:15  A Judge is not to favor (be partial to) a litigant

N276  De.1:17   Judge not avoid justice being in fear of wicked person

N277  Le.19:15  A Judge not to decide in favor of poor man, out of pity

      [rather]: Ex.23:3

N278  Ex.23:6   A Judge is not to discriminate against the wicked

N279  De.19:13  Judge not to pity one who killed or caused loss of limb

N280  De.24:17  A Judge not perverting justice due strangers or orphans

N281  Ex.23:1   Judge not to hear one litigant in absence of the other

N282  Ex.23:2   Court may not convict by majority of 1 in capital case

N283  Ex.23:2   Judge accept not colleague's opinion, unless sure right

N284  De.1:17   Not appointing an unlearned judge ignorant of the Torah

N285  Ex.20:16  Not bearing false witness

N286  Ex.23:1   A Judge is not to receive a wicked man's testimony

N287  De.24:16  A Judge receive not testimony from litigant's relatives

N288  De.19:15  Not convicting on the testimony of a single witness

N289  Ex.20:13  Not murdering a human being

N290  Ex.23:7   No conviction based on circumstantial evidence alone

N291  Nu.35:30  A witness must not sit as a Judge in capital cases

N292  Nu.35:12  Not killing a murderer without trial and conviction

N293  De.25:12  Not to pity or spare the life of a pursuer

N294  De.22:26  Not punishing a person for a sin committed under duress

N295  Nu.35:31  Not accepting ransom from an unwitting murderer

N296  Nu.35:32  Not accepting a ransom from a wilful murderer

N297  Le.19:16  Hesitate not to save life of another person in danger

N298  De.22:8   Not leaving obstacles on public or private domain

N299  Le.19:14  Not misleading another by giving wrong advice

N300  De.25:2-3 Inflict not more than assigned number lashes to guilty

N301  Le.19:16  Not to tell tales

N302  Le.19:17  Not to bear hatred in your heart toward your brethren

N303  Le.19:17  Not to put one another to shame

N304  Le.19:18  Not to take vengeance on another

N305  Le.19:18  Not to bear a grudge

N306  De.22:6   Not to take entire bird's nest, mother and her young

N307  Le.13:33  Not to shave a leprous scall

N308  De.24:8   Not to cut or cauterize (remove) other signs of leprosy

N309  De.21:4   Plow not a valley where slain body found, eglah arufah

N310  Ex.22:17  Not permitting a witch/sorcerer to live

N311  De.24:5   Take not bridegroom from home in first year of marriage

N312  De.17:11  Not to differ from or disobey the Cohanim and the Judge

N313  De.13:1   Not to add to the Mitzvot/commandments of Torah

N314  De.13:1   Not to detract from the Mitzvot/commandments of Torah

N315  Ex.22:27  Not to curse a judge

N316  Ex.22:27  Not to curse a ruler

N317  Le.19:14  Not to curse any Jew

N318  Ex.21:17  Not cursing parents

N319  Ex.21:15  Not to strike parents

N320  Ex.20:10  Not to work on Shabbat

N321  Ex.16:29  Not to walk beyond permitted limits, eruv, on Shabbat

N322  Ex.35:3   Not to inflict punishment on the Shabbat

N323  Ex.12:16  Not to work on the first day of Pesach

N324  Ex.12:16  Not to work on the seventh day of Pesach

N325  Le.23:21  Not to work on Shavuot

N326  Le.23:25  Not to work on Rosh HaShannah

N327  Le.23:35  Not to work on the first day of Sukkot

N328  Le.23:36  Work not 8th-day/Shemini-Atzeret, (after Hoshana Rabba)

N329  Le.23:28  Not to work on Yom Kippur / the Day of Atonement

                  INCEST AND OTHER FORBIDDEN RELATIONSHIPS

N330  Le.18:7   No relations with one's mother

N331  Le.18:8   No relations with one's father's wife

N332  Le.18:9   No relations with one's sister

N333  Le.18:11  No relations with step-sister

N334  Le.18:10  No relations with one's son's daughter

N335  Le.18:10  No relations with one's daughter's daughter

N336  Le.18:10  No relations with one's daughter

N337  Le.18:17  No relations with a woman and her daughter

N338  Le.18:17  No relations with a woman and her son's daughter

N339  Le.18:17  No relations with a woman & her daughter's daughter

N340  Le.18:12  No relations with one's father's sister

N341  Le.18:13  No relations with one's mother's sister

N342  Le.18:14  No relations with wife of father's brother

N343  Le.18:15  No relations with one's son's wife

N344  Le.18:16  No relations with brother's wife

N345  Le.18:18  No relations with sister of wife, during wife's life

N346  Le.18:19  No relations with a menstruant

N347  Le.18:20  No relations with another man's wife

N348  Le.18:23  Men may not lie with beasts

N349  Le.18:23  Women may not lie with beasts

N350  Le.18:22  A man may not lie carnally with another man

N351  Le.18:7   A man may not lie carnally with his father

N352  Le.18:14  A man may not lie carnally with his father's brother

N353  Le.18:6   Not to be intimate with a kinswoman

N354  De.23:3   A mamzer may not have relations with a Jewess

N355  De.23:18  No relations (harlotry) with a woman outside marriage

N356  De.24:4   Remarry not your divorced wife after she has remarried

N357  De.25:5   Childless widow marry none except late husbands brother

N358  De.22:29  Divorce not wife, that he has to marry after raping her

N359  De.22:19  Divorce not wife, after falsely slandering her

N360  De.23:2   Man unable of procreation (eunuch) not to marry Jewess

N361  Le.22:24  Not to castrate a man or beast

                              THE MONARCHY

N362  De.17:15  Not appointing a king who is not of the seed of Israel

N363  De.17:16  A king not to accumulate an excess number of horses

N364  De.17:17  A king not taking many wives

N365  De.17:17  A king not amassing great personal wealth
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

 +====================================================================+

 | There are about 1050 Commands/Injunctions in the New Covenant.     |

 | Many of them given are from Tanakh.  In Dake's Annotated Reference |

 | Bible (pg. 313) he lists them under about 800 headings.  At this   |

 | moment I do not have the time to list all 1050 here; yet I did     |

 | want to go through and make a list from a Messianic perspective.   |

 |         Anyone have the time to make a new list? <smile>           |

 +====================================================================+
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                             !            !

                           -+-+-        -+-+-

                            | +----------+ |

                            | |HISTORICAL| |

                            | +----------+ |

                           -+-+-        -+-+-

                             !            !

             Historical Records Of Messianic-Hebraic Judaism,

                  Quoting A Variety Of Ancient Sources:

              +=========================================+

              |Ecclesiastical History/Eusebius Pamphilus|

              +=========================================+

                         Book II Chapter XXIII

(The martyrdom of Ya`akov/James who was called the brother of the Lord)

...after Sha'ul/Paul had appealed to Caesar, and had been sent by

Festus to Rome, frustrated in their hope of entrapping him by snares

they had laid, turn themselves against Ya`akov/James, the brother of

the Lord, to whom the Overseer's seat at Jerusalem was committed by the

Emissaries/Apostles. ...Hegesippus also, who flourished nearest the

days of the Emissaries, in the fifth book of his Commentaries gives the

most accurate account of him thus: "But Ya`akov the brother of the

Lord, who, as there were many of this name, was surnamed the Just by

all, from the days of our Lord until now, received the government of

the Congregation with the Emissaries/Apostles. This Emissary was

consecrated from his mother's womb.  He drank neither wine nor

fermented liquors, and abstained from anima-{non-kosher} food.  A

razor never came upon his head..."

                           Book III Chapter XI

  (Shim`on/Simeon ruled the Congregation of Jerusalem after Ya`akov)

After the martyrdom of Ya`akov, and the capture of Jerusalem, which

immediately followed, the report is, that those of the Emissaries/

Apostles and the Talmidim/disciples of our Lord, that were yet

surviving, came together from all parts with those that were related to

our Lord according to the flesh. For the greater part of them were yet

living. These consulted together, to determine whom it was proper to

pronounce worthy of being successor of Ya`akov.  They all unanimously

declared Shim`on the son of Klofah, of whom mention is made in the

Sacred Volume, as worthy of the Overseer's seat there.  They say he was

the cousin, (by the mother's side), of our Saviour; for Hegesippus

asserts that Klofah was the brother of Yosef/Joseph.

                          Book III Chapter XX

                    (Of the relatives of our Lord) 

There was yet living of the family of our Lord, the grand-children of

Y'hudah/Judas, called the brother of our Lord, according to the flesh.

These were reported as being of the family of David, and were brought

to Domitian by the Evocatus.  For this emperor was as much alarmed at

the appearance of Messiah as Herod.  He put the question, whether they

were of David's race, and they confessed that they were.  He then asked

them what property they had, or how much money they owned.  And both of

them answered, that they had between them only nine thousand denarii

each, and this they had not in silver, but in the value of a piece of

land, containing only thirty-nine acres; from which they raised their

taxes and supported themselves by their own labor. Then they also began

to show their hands, exhibiting the hardness of their bodies, and the

callosity formed by incessant labor on their hands, as evidence of

their own labor.  When asked also, respecting Messiah and His

kingdom, what was its nature, and when and where it was to appear,

they replied, "that it was not a temporal nor an earthly kingdom, but

celestial and angelic; that it would appear at the end of the world,

when coming in glory He would judge the quick and dead, and give to

everyone according to his works."  Upon which, Domitian despising

them, made no reply; but treating them with contempt, as simpletons,

commanded them to be dismissed, and by a decree ordered the

persecution to cease.  Thus delivered, they ruled the Congregations,

both as witnesses and relatives of the Lord.  When peace was

established, they continued living even to the times of Trajan." 

Such is the statement of Hegesippus....

                         Book III Chapter XXXV

                (Justus, the third Overseer of Jerusalem)

Shim`on also having died in the manner shown above, a certain Jew named

Justus succeeded him in the Overseer-ship of Jerusalem.  As there were

great numbers from the circumcision, that came over to the Messianic

faith at that time, of whom Justus was one.

 +====================================================================+

 | The following are ancient historical quotations & their locations  |

 | are noted in: History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh Schonfield. |

 |      (When Schonfield is quoted verbatim below it is noted.)       |

 +====================================================================+

An uncensored edition of the 'Josippon': "In those days (i.e., of the

Emperor Caius), there were wars and quarrels in Judaea between the

Pharisees and the brigands of our people who followed the son of

Joseph."

Clement of Alexandria from the 'Preaching of Peter', (also supported by

Appolonius), has Yeshua saying to the Emissaries (in: Strom. 6:5:

Euseb.H.E.5:18):

     If anyone of Israel wishes to repent, and by My Name to believe in

     God, his sins shall be forgiven him.  After twelve years go forth

     into the world, that no one may say, "We have not heard."

Peter, as in the 'Clementine Recognitions' (Recog. 1:70-71):

     ... observe the greatest caution, that you believe no teacher

     unless he bring from Jerusalem the testimonial of James the Lord's

     brother, or of whosoever may come after him.  For no one, unless

     he has gone up thither and there has been approved as a fit and

     faithful teacher for proclaiming the word of the Messiah, unless,

     I say, he brings a testimonial thence, is by any means to be

     received.

Concerning James, as in Ep.Clem.ad Jac:

     ... "the bishop of bishops, who rules Jerusalem, the holy

     Congregation of the Hebrew, and the Congregations everywhere

     excellently founded by the providence of God."

The History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh Schonfield, pg. 18:

     There is some evidence to show that James the brother of Jesus was

     made unofficial leader of a united people's party.  The title

     given him. 'Oblias', which Eusebius renders, "Protection of the

     People" (perioche to lao), the tenor of his Epistle, the fact that

     his influence was so feared by the high priestly party that they

     illegally put him to death, and that this caused such a popular

     outcry that the responsible high priest was desposed and the

     revolt accelerated, all point to this conclusion.  Eisler goes so

     far as to suggest that the tradition that James wore the diadem

     (petalon) of the High Priest and had the right of entry into the

     sanctuary may be construed to mean that the brother of Jesus was

     in fact elected by the people to this holy office in opposition to

     the official high priest Ananias. 17"*

          *17. The Messiah Jesus, po. 450 ff.Cf. Epiphanius, Haer 29:4;

          78, based on traditions preserved in the 'Hypotyposeis' of

          Clement and the 'Hypomnemata' of Hegesippus.

Messianic Jewish historian Hegesippus (2nd c. A.D.) on Ya`akov's death,

as in Euseb. H.E. 2:23:

          "As there were many therefore of the rulers that believed,

     there arose a tumult among the Jews, Scribes and P'rushim, saying

     that there was danger, that the people would now expect Yeshua as

     the Messiah. They came together therefore, and said to Ya`akov, We

     entreat thee, restrain the people, who are led astray after

     Yeshua, as if he were the Messiah.  We entreat thee to persuade

     all that are coming to the feast of the Passover rightly

     concerning Yeshua; for we all have confidence in thee.  For we and

     all the people bear thee witness that thou art just, and thou

     respectest not persons.  Persuade, therefore, the people have

     great confidence in thee.  Stand therefore upon a pinnacle of the

     Temple, that thou mayest be conspicuous on high, and thy words may

     be easily heard by all the people; for all the tribes have come

     together on account of the Passover with some of the Gentiles

     also.

          These Scribes and P'rushim therefore placed Ya`akov on a

     pinnacle of the Temple, and cried out to him. O thou just one,

     whom we ought all to believe, since the people are led astray

     after Yeshua that was executed-up-on-the-stake, declare to us what

     is the door of salvation.  And he answered with a loud voice, Why

     ask you me concerning Yeshua the Son of man?  He is now sitting in

     the Heavens on the Right Hand of Great Power, and is about to come

     again on the clouds of Heaven.  And as many were confirmed, and

     glorified in this testimony of Ya`akov, and cried, Hoshanna to the

     Son of David, these same Cohanim and P'rushim said to one another,

     We have erred in affording such testimony to Yeshua, but let us go

     up and cast him down, that they may dread to believe in him.  And

     they cried out. Oh! Oh! the Just himself is deceived, and they

     fulfilled that which is written in Isaiah, Let us take away the

     just, because he is offensive to us; wherefore, they shall eat the

     fruit of their doings.  Going up, therefore, they cast down the

     Just one, saying to one another, let us stone Ya`akov the Just.

          And they began to stone him, as he did not die immediately

     when cast down; but turning round he knelt down saying, I beseech

     Thee, O Lord God and Father, forgive them, for they know not what

     they do.  Thus they were stoning him, when one of the Cohanim of

     the sons of Rechab, a descendant of the Rechabites spoken of by

     Jeremiah the Prophet, cried out, saying, Cease! What are you

     doing? The Just is praying for you. But one of them, a fuller,

     beat out the brains of the Just with the club that he used to beat

     out clothes.  Thus he suffered martyrdom, and they buried him on

     the spot, where his tombstone still remains, close by the Temple.

     He became a faithful witness, both to the Jews and Greeks, that

     Yeshua is the Messiah."

The History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh Schonfield, pg. 29:

     "'About the same time that Paul arrived in Rome, it would appear

     that Peter in the course of his pastoral visitations had come

     there also.  Tradition, at any rate, brings these two great Jewish

     Christians together before the curtain falls on their eventful

     lives. *{...} The 'Acts of Peter and Paul' touchingly records

     their last meeting: "And seeing each other they wept for joy; and

     long embracing each other, they bedewed each other with their

     tears." In the same document the Roman Christians declare: "We

     have believed and do believe, that as God does not separate the

     two great lights which He has made, so He is not to part you from

     each other, neither Peter from Paul, nor Paul from Peter."

          The two apostles are believed to have suffered martyrdom

     about the same time, Peter by crucifixion head downwards, and Paul

     by beheading."'

          *{...}/abridged.

Lost and Hostile Gospels, p.29:

     "But the old Nazarene community --to quote Baring Gould-- the

     Church of James and Simeon, clinging tightly to its old

     traditions, crouched in exile at Pella, confounded by the Romans

     in common banishment with the Jew.  The guards thrust back

     Nazarene and *(non-Nazarene) Jew alike with their spears, when

     they ventured to approach the ruins of their prostrate city, the

     capital of their nation and of their faith."

          *(added)

Irenaeus, in: Adv. Haer. 1:26, on the Jewish Believers:

     "They practice circumcision, persevere in the observance of those

     customs which are enjoined by the Torah/Law, and are so Judaic in

     their mode of life that they even adore Jerusalem as if it were

     the house of God."

Messianic Jewish historian Hegesippus (2nd c. AD.) on: 'the sub-

apostoli age', as in Euseb. H.E. 3:32:

     The Congregation continued then as a pure and uncorrupt virgin;

     whilst if there were any at all that attempted to pervert the

     sound doctrine of the saving Good-News, they were yet skulking in

     dark retreats; but when the sacred choir of Emissaries became

     extinct, and the generation of those that had been privileged to

     hear their inspired wisdom had passed away, then also the

     combinations of impious error arose by the fraud and delusions of

     false teachers.  These also, as there were none of the Emissaries

     left, henceforth attempted, without shame, to proclaim their false

     doctrine against the true Good-News."

Messianic Jewish historian Hegesippus (2nd c. A.D.) on: 'the sub-

apostoli age', as in Euseb. H.E. 3:32:

     "There are, also, those that take the lead of the whole

     Congregation as witnesses, even the kindred of our Lord.  And when

     profound peace was established throughout the whole Congregation

     they continued to the days of the Emperor Trajan."

Julius Africanus in his letter to Aristides, (on the genealogy at the

beginning of Matthew):

     "And these *(Desposynoi) coming from Nazara and Kochaba, Jewish

     villages, to the other parts of the country, set forth the above-

     named genealogy, as accurately as possible, from the book of

     Chronicles."

          *(Desposynoi/[heirs] - a term for the kindred of Yeshua, who

          were also of Davidic descent of course, - as such they came

          to be called.)

The History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh Schonfield, pg. 39:

     "In the third persecution, under Trajan, Shimon the son of

     Cleophas, a cousin of Jesus and successor to James in the

     presidency of the Jewish Christian communities, fell a victim;

     betrayed it would seem by some evil disposed Gentile Christian

     sectaries.  Hegesippus states that this venerable disciple of the

     Messiah, reputed to have been a hundred and twenty years old, was

     accused as a Christian and as a descendant of David.

          After he was tormented many days, he died a martyr with such

          firmness that all were amazed, even the proconsul (Atticus)

          himself, that a man of a hundred and twenty years should bear

          such tortures.  He was at last ordered to be crucified."57*

     *{...} Another Jewish Christian, Justus, a recent convert, but not

     of the kindred of Jesus, succeeded Simon in the presidency.  From

     this time, circa 110 A.D., the government passed from the

     relatives of Jesus, and it is possible from the numbers given that

     the presidency became an office of annual appointment.  Until the

     second Jewish revolt in 133 A.D., thirteen Jewish Christian

     bishops are mentioned.  Their names are given as Justus, Zaccheus,

     Tobias, Benjamin, John, Matthias, Philip, Seneca, Justus II, Levi,

     Ephraim, Joseph, and Judas."58*

               *57). Euseb. H.E. 3:32.

               *{...}/abridged.

               *58). Euseb. H.E. 4:5.

The History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh Schonfield, pg. 40-41:

     "The traditions, favorable and unfavorable, reveal Bar-Kochba as a

     brave but utterly ruthless man.  It is said that he commanded all

     his soldiers to cut off one of their fingers to prove their

     courage, *{...} His persecution of the Jewish Christians is in

     keeping with the rest of his conduct.  Galled by their refusal to

     rally to his standard, he gave orders that if they would not deny

     Jesus, and execrate his name they were to be tortured."60*

          *{...}/abridged.

          *60). Justin 1st Apology, 31.

Pantaenus, Euseb.H.E 5:9, in the 2nd c. A.D. visiting the Indies says:

     "that he found his own arrival anticipated by some ... to whom

     Bartholomew, one of the Emissaries, had proclaimed, and had left

     them the Good-News of Matthew in Hebrew."

Rabbi Akiba in Talmud T. Sanhedrin 10:1, states:

     He who reads in external books, and he who whispers over a wound,

     and says, "None of the diseases which I sent on Egypt will I lay

     on thee, I am the Lord thy Healer" (Exodus 15:26), has any share

     in the world to come.

          "The last words, "I am the Lord that healeth thee," have the

          numerical value of the Name Yeshua, and would be used by

          *crypto-Christians as a substitute, when they dared not

          pronounce the Name of Yeshua openly." McNeile / F.B.L. vol.

          41, pg. 122-.

               *(Obvious of course, by the time period and source, this

               should refer to Messianic Jews.)

Epiphanius relates:

     that the Messianic Jew Yosef, before he became a Believer in

     Yeshua, and while he was lying dangerously ill, - was told by one

     of the Elders, a student of the Torah, thus whispered in his ear:

     "Believe that Yeshua the Son of Elohim/God was crucified under

     Pontius Pilate, and that He will come again to judge the living

     and the dead."

Also Bishop of Constania tells us (Panar.30) when he was at the point

of death, that a Jew whispered in his ear and said:

     "Yeshua Messiah who was crucified, the Son of Elohim/God, will

     hereafter judge you."

[Paraphrased, based on - The History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh

Schonfield, pg. 60]: Speaking of the later Messianic Jewish Believers

(after 135 A.D. until the end of the 7th Cent.), we see (from

Epiphanius' time) in Panar.39:7 -

     They had numerous communities scattered throughout Coele-Syria,

     the Hauran, Batanea, the Decapolis, and even as far east as

     Mesopotamia.

Epiphanius also states (Panar.30:18) concerning the Nazarenes...

     ...continued to have Synagogues and Elders, exactly like the

     *(other) Jews, whose rites their own remained closely akin

The History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh Schonfield, pg.64-65:

     "Undoubtedly, the most outstanding name among Jewish Christians of

     this period was Hegesippus, often called the first ecclesiastical

     historian.  Born in Israel about 140 A.D. he kept closely in

     touch with all sections of the Church, though he himself held to

     the Nazarene faith. *{...} he wrote his Memoirs, in five books,

     now unfortunately lost.  But fragments have been preserved chiefly

     in Eusebius' quotation, *{...} He is reported by Eusebius to have

     quoted largely from the 'Gospel of the Hebrews', which to him, as

     to his co-religionists, was the final authority on the life and

     teaching of Jesus. *{...} the only autobiographical fragment of

     his work which has survived.

          The Corinthian Church has continued in the true faith until

          Primus, now Bishop of Corinth.  I conversed with him on my

          voyage to Rome, and stayed many days with the Corinthians,

          during which time we were refreshed together with true

          doctrine.  Arrived in Rome, I composed the succession (of

          Bishops) until Anicetus succeeded Soter, and afterwards

          Eleutherus.  But with every succession, and in every city,

          that prevails which the Law and the Prophets and the Lord

          enjoin. - (Euseb. H.E. 4:22)

               *{...}/abridged.

The History of Jewish Christianity, by: Hugh Schonfield:

     (pg.61 / [late 2nd c. A.D.]): "The native Syrian Christians were

     willing to allow the antiquity of the Nazarenes, and to accept the

     fact that they possessed genuine independent traditions regarding

     the life of Christ, which they were avid to learn and utilize.

     *{...}

     (pg.62/[later, in 3rd c. A.D.{?}]): The lapse from the true faith

     of some of their numbers was bound to react on the rest of the

     Nazarene communities, who became in consequence more rigid and

     exclusive, and in a short time completely lost touch with the

     great body of believers, finding consolation instead with

     contacting other bodies of Jewish sectaries who had made their

     abode in the regions which they inhabited.

          *{...} (pg.77): Already in the fourth century, the separation

     between the Syrian and Transjordanian Jewish Christians seems to

     have become absolute; the former suffering a slow extinction and

     in part being absorbed to the Gentile Syrian Church, while the

     latter were well nigh submerged by the strange sects of the

     eastern deserts.

          *{...} (pg.81): We do hear casually that a Persian commander

     on one occasion asked the Byzantine general, Belisarius, to

     postpone a battle as it would have taken place during the

     Passover, when the Jews and Nazarenes would not willingly

     fight;[*] so that early in the seventh century the Nazarenes were

     still fairly numerous. *{...} Recently the writer has obtained

     evidence in Israel which may identify with the Nazarenes

     another small group inhabiting the Transjordanian highlands in the

     little village of El-Husn.  These Arabs, as they call themselves,

     keep Shabbat and circumcision, are vegetarians and non-smokers,

     reject image worship and govern their lives by the precepts of the

     Sermon of the Mount.  They look for Christ to return and reign for

     a thousand years.  [*](Parkes, Conflict of Church and Synagogue,

     p.260).

          *{...} (pg.155): It remained for Joseph Rabinowitz in 1882 to

     found the first Jewish Christian communion in modern times which

     belonged to no definite denomination, but was rather in the nature

     of a synagogue of Jewish believers in Jesus."

          *{...}/abridged.

    +==============================================================+

    | The following is from a public post on the BBS 'Shalom' echo |

    | of the MJCN (Messianic Jewish Computer Network):             |              |

    +==============================================================+

*{...} "The Decline and Fall of the Roman Church" {...} here is the

section dealing with the cutting off of the Gentile churches aid to the

believers in Jerusalem from pages 41 to 44 (Section: "Rags to Riches;"

chapter: "The First Rich Father;" sub-division: "4. The Blood Relatives

of Jesus."

    "In defeating Donatus, Silvester rejected only one extreme that

could have spelled early death for Christianity.  There was another

that in its own attractive way could have been just as lethal.  This

was the policy of the Jewish Christians, who occupied the oldest

Christian churches in the Middle East and whose leaders were always

from the family of Jesus himself.  Like all Christians, including

Donatists, they expected the imminent return of Jesus.  Unlike

Donatists, and now the Romans, they shunned all worldly power and

revolution, and were for the most part dirt-farmers and petty

merchants, hugging close to their obscurity even though their first

bishop was James, first cousin of Jesus.

    "Yet the issue that arose between Silvester and the Jewish

Christians was nothing less than the whole nature of the church.  A

meeting between Silvester and the Jewish Christian leaders took place

in the year 318.  The emperor provided sea transport for eight rough-

and-ready men as far as Ostia, the port of Rome.  From there they rode

on donkeys into the imperial city and up to the Lateran Palace, where

Pope Silvester now lived in grandeur.  In their rough woollen clothes

and leather boots and hats, and with their earthy smell, they

contrasted sharply with Silvester's retinue of smartly clad and pomaded

bishops and officials.  They refused to sit. Silvester spoke with them

in Greek--he could not understand their Aramaic; they had little or no

Latin.  The vital interview was not, so far as we know, recorded, but

the issues were very well known, and it is probable that Joses, the

oldest of the Christian Jews, spoke on behalf of the desposyni and the

rest.

    "That most hallowed name, desposyni, had been respected by all

believers in the first century and a half of Christian history.  The

word literally meant, in Greek, "belonging to the Lord."  It was

reserved uniquely for Jesus' blood relatives. Every part of the ancient

Jewish Christian church had always been governed by a desposynos, and

each of them carried one of the names traditional in Jesus family--

Zachary, Joseph, John, James, Joses, Simeon, Matthias, and so on. But

no one was ever called Jesus.  Neigher Silvester nor any of the thirty-

two popes before him, nor those succeeding him, ever emphasized that

there were at least three well-known and authentic lines of legitimate

blood descendants from Jesus' own family.  One from Joachim and Anna,

Jesus' maternal grandparents. One from Elizabeth, first cousin of

Jesus' mother, Mary, and Elizabeth's husband Zachary.  And one from

Cleophas and his wife, who also was a first cousin of Mary.

    "There were, of course, numerous blood descendants of Joseph,

Mary's husband, but only those persons in bloodline with Jesus through

his mother qualified as desposyni.  All of them had clung to Jesus and

to his mother, and when both these had gone, to the first Christian

community in Jerusalem from the beginning, and later, throughout the

Middle East."

    "Ever since Emperor Hadrian had conquered Jerusalem in the year

135, all Jews, and that included Jewish Christians, had been forbidden

to enter Jerusalem under pain of instant death.  That ban had not yet

been lifted, at the time of Silvester's meeting with the Jewish

Christians.

    "Silvester knew their history well. Jewish Christians had composed

the only church ever in Jerusalem until the year 135. They left it only

once in 102 years following Jesus' death, just before the city's

capture by the Emperor Titus.  Led by their bishop, Simeon, son

Cleophas, who was Jesus' uncle by marriage, they had fled to Perea (in

modern Jordan). In A.D. 72 they had returned to Jerusalem and had

remained there until Hadrian's bans.  After that, Jewish Christian

churches were set up all over Israel, Syria, and Mesopotamia, but

they were always hated by the local synagogues as apostates of Judaism,

and always in quarrel with Greek Christians who refused to be

circumcised and observe the Torah--things the Jewish Christians

insisted on.

    "They therefore asked Silvester to revoke his confirmation of Greek

Christian bishops in Jerusalem, in Antioch, in Ephesus, in Alexandria,

and to name instead desposynos bishops.

    "In addition, they asked that the Christian practice of sending

cash contributions to the desposynos church in Jerusalem as the mother

church of Christianity, which had been suspended since the time of

Hadrian, be resumed.

    "Silvester curtly and decisively dismissed the claims of the Jewish

Christians.  He told them that they mother church was now in Rome, with

the bones of the Apostle Peter, and he insisted that they accept Greek

bishops to lead them.

    "It is the last know discussion between the Jewish Christians of

the old mother church and the non-Jewish Christians of the new mother

church.  By his adaptation, Silvester, backed by Constantine, had

decided that the message of Jesus was to be couched in Western terms by

Western minds on an imperial model.

    "The Jewish Christians had no place in such a church structure.

They managed to survive until the first decades of the fifth century.

Then, one by one, they disappear.  A few individuals reconcile

themselves with the Roman Church--always as individuals, never

communities or whole Jewish Christian churches.  Another few pass into

the anonymity of the new Eastern rites--Syriac, Assyrian, Greek,

Armenian.  But most of them die--by the sword (Roman garrisons hunted

them as outlaws), by starvation (they were deprived of their small

farms and could not or would not adapt themselves to life in the big

cities), by the attrition of zero birth rate.  By the time that the

first biography of Jesus (apart from the Gospels) is published in

Chinese and in China at the beginning of the seventh century, there are

no more surviving Jewish Christians.  The desposyni have ceased to

exist.  Everywhere, the Roman pope commands respect and exercises

authority."

    NOTE:  When he referred to the "thirty-two popes" that came before

Silvester, in actuality he is referring to the bishops of the church at

Rome.  Silvester was actually only the second "official" pope;

Miltiades being the first...he died some 15 months after the the

official link up with Constantine, and Silvester--a man far more

ambitious and "visionary" as to what this marriage to the State could

mean--became Miltiades successor....just as Constantine had decided and

declared from the beginning. *{...}

     *{...}/abridged.
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  +=================================================================+

  |The following is a writing by Messianic Jews to the Gentile/Goyim|

  |Congregations during the 1st Century A.D. period.                |

  +=================================================================+

                       DIDACHE / TWO-PATHS:

                       (Messianic Version)        

          The  Teaching Of  The Lord To The Goyim<Gentiles>,

                 By The Twelve Emissries<Apostles>

1.> There are two ways, one of life, and one of death; and there is a

great difference between the two ways. The way of life is this; First

of all: Thou shalt love YHVH thy God that made thee; secondly: Thy

neighbor as thyself. And all things whatsoever thou would have not

befall thyself, neither do thou unto another. Now of these words the

doctrine is this: Bless them that bless you, and pray for your enemies,

and fast for them that persecute you; for what thanks is it, if you

love them that love you? Do not even the goyim-<gentiles> the same?

But you: do love them that hate you, and you shall not have an enemy.

Abstain you from fleshly and bodily lusts. If any man gives you a blow

on your right cheek, turn to him the other also; if a man take away

your cloak, give him your coat also; if a man take away from you that

which is your own, ask it not back -for neither are you able. To every

man that asks of you give, and ask not back; for the Father desires

that gifts be given to all from His own bounties. Blessed is he that

gives according to the commandment; for he is guiltless. Oy/woe unto

him that receives; for: if a man receives having need, he is guiltless;

but he that has no need shall give satisfaction why and wherefore he

received; and being put in confinement he shall be examined concerning

the deeds that he has done, and he shall not come out from there until

he has given-(paid) back the last agora. Yea, as touching this also it

is said: Let thine alms sweat into thine hands, until thou shalt have

learned to whom to give.

2.> And this is the second mitzvah-<commandment> of the teaching:

Thou shalt do no murder; thou shalt not commit adultery; you shall not

corrupt boys; thou shalt not commit fornication; thou shalt not steal;

you shall not deal in magic; you shall do no sorcery; you shall not

murder a child by abortion nor kill them when born; thou shalt not

covet thy neighbour's goods; thou shalt not perjure thyself; thou

shalt not bear false witness; you shall not speak evil; you shall not

cherish a grudge; you shall not be double-minded nor double-tongued,

for the double-tongue is a snare of death. Your word shall not be false

or empty, but completed by action. You shall not be greedy for riches,

nor a plunderer, nor a hypocrite, nor ill-tempered, nor proud. You

shall not entertain an evil design against your neighbor. Thou shalt

not hate any man, but: some thou shalt reprove, and for others you

shall pray, and others you shall love more than your life.

3.> My child, flee from every evil and everything that resembles it.

Be not angry -for anger leads to murder; nor jealous, nor contentious

nor wrathful -for of all these things murders are engendered. My child

be not lustful -for lust leads to fornication; neither foul-speaking,

neither with uplifted eyes -for of all these things adulteries are

engendered. My child, be no dealer in omens, since it leads to

idolatry; nor an enchanter nor an astrologer nor a magician, neither

be willing to look at them -for from all these things idolatry is

engendered. My child, be not a liar, since lying leads to theft;

neither greedy for riches, neither boastfully vain and proud of

yourself -for from all these things thefts are engendered. My child,

be not a murmurer, since it leads to blasphemy; neither self-willed

neither a thinker of evil thoughts -for from all these things

blasphemies are engendered. But be meek, since the meek shall inherit

the earth-<land>. Be long-suffering, and full of compassion, and

guileless, and quiet, and kind, and always fearing the words which you

have heard. You shall not exalt yourself, neither shall you admit

boldness into your soul. Your soul shall not cleave together with the

lofty, but with the tzaddikim-<righteous> and humble shall you walk.

The accidents that befall you, you shall receive as good, knowing that

nothing is done without Elohim/God.

4.> My child, you shall remember him that speaks unto you the Word of

Elohim night and day, and shall honour him in a similar-manner/like the

Lord; for from whatever place those led of The-Lord speak, there is The

-Lord. Moreover you shall seek out day by day the persons of the

sanctified-ones-<saints>, that you may find rest in their words. You

shall not make a schism, but you shall placate/calm them that contend;

you shall judge righteously, you shall not make a difference in a

person to reprove him for transgressions. You shall not doubt whether a

thing shall be or not be. Be you not found holding out your hands to

receive, but drawing them in as to giving. If you have ought passing

through your hands, you shall give a ransom for your sins. You shall

not hesitate to give, neither shall you murmur when giving; for you

shall know Who is the Good Paymaster of your reward. You shall not turn

away from him that is in want, but shall make your brother partaker in

all things, and shall not say that anything is your own. For if you are

fellow-partakers in that which is imperishable, how much rather in the

things which are perishable? You shall not withhold your hand from your

son or your daughter, but from their youth you shall teach them the fear

of Elohim/God. You shall not command your bondservant or your handmaid

in your bitterness, who trust in the same God as yourself - lest (then)

by chance they should cease to fear the God who is over both of you;

for He cometh, not to call men with respect of persons, but He comes to

those whom the Ruach/Spirit has prepared. But you servants shall be 

subject unto your masters, like unto an example concerning Elohim/God,

in timidness and deep respect. You shall hate all hypocrisy, and

everything that is not pleasing to the Lord. Thou shalt never forsake

the Mitzvot/Commandments> of YHVH: but shall keep those things which

you have received, neither adding to them, nor, taking away from them.

In Edot/ Congregation you shall confess your transgressions, and shall

not take yourself to prayer with an evil conscience. This is the way of

life!

5.> But the way of death is this: First of all, it is evil and full of a

curse; murders, adulteries, lusts, fornications, thefts, idolatries,

magical arts, witchcrafts, plunderings, false witnessings, hypocrisies,

doubleness of heart, treachery, pride, malice, boastfulness; persecutors

of good men, hating truth, loving a lie, not perceiving the reward of

righteousness, not cleaving to the good, nor, to righteous judgement,

wakeful not for that which is good, but for that which is evil; from

whom gentleness and forbearance stand aloof; loving vain things,

pursuing a compensation/reward, not pitying the poor man, nor toiling

for him that is oppressed with toil, not recognizing Him that made them,

murderers of children, corrupters of the creatures of Elohim/God,

turning away from him that is in want, oppressing him that is afflicted,

advocates/defenders of the wealthy, unjust judges of the poor:

altogether sinful. May you be delivered, my children, from all these

things.

6.> Watch lest any man lead you astray from this Way of righteousness,

for he teaches you apart from Elohim. For if you are able to bear the

whole yoke of The-Lord, you shall be perfect; but if you are not able,

do that which you are able. But concerning eating, bear that which you

are able; yet abstain by all means from meat sacrificed to idols; for it

is the worship of dead gods.

7.> But concerning Mikveh/Immersion, thus shall you immerse: Having

first recited all these things, immerse in the Name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of 'Ruach HaKodesh/the Holy Spirit' in living (running)

water. But if you have not living water, then immerse in other water;

and if you are not able in cold, then in warm. But if you have neither,

then pour water on the head three times in the Name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of Ruach HaKodesh. But before the Mikveh, let him that

immerseth and him that is immersed fast, and any others also who are

able; and you shall order him that is immersed to fast a day or two

before.

8.> And let not your fastings be with the hypocrites, for they fast on

the second and fifth day of the week; but you: do keep your fast on the

fourth and on the-Preparation-<the day before Shabbat> day. Neither pray

you as the hypocrites, but as the Lord commanded in His Good-News,

thus pray you: Our Father which art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy

Name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done, as in the Heavens, so also on

earth; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debt, as we

also forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from the evil one; for Thine is the power and the glory, forever and

ever. Three times in the day pray you so.

9.> But as touching the Communion thanksgiving, give you thanks thus;

First, as regards the cup: We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for the

Holy Vine of Thy son David, which You made known unto us through Thy

Son Yeshua/Jesus; Thine is the glory for ever and ever. Then, as

regards the broken bread: We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for the

life and knowledge which You did make known unto us through Thy Son

Yeshua; Thine is the glory forever and ever. As this broken bread was

scattered upon the mountains, and being gathered up together became one,

so may Thy Edot/Congregation be gathered together from the ends of the

earth into Thy Kingdom; for Thine is the glory and the power through

Yeshua Mashiach/Messiah forever and ever. But let no one eat or drink of

this Communion thanksgiving, but they that have been Immersed into the

Name of the Lord; for concerning this also the Lord has said: Give not

that which is holy to the dogs.

10.> And after you are satisfied, thus give you thanks: We give Thee

thanks, Holy Father, for Thy holy Name, which You have made to

tabernacle in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and

immortality, which You have made know unto us through Thy Son Yeshua;

Thine is the glory forever and ever. You, Almighty Master, did create

all things for Thy Name's sake, and did give food and drink unto men for

enjoyment, that they might render thanks to Thee; and did bestow upon us

spiritual food, and drink, and eternal life through Thy Son. Before all

things we give Thee thanks that You art powerful; Thine is the glory

forever and ever. Remember Lord, Thy Edot/Congregation, to deliver it

from all evil, and to perfect it in Thy love; and to gather it together

from the four winds - Even the Edot/Congregation which has been

sanctified - into Thy kingdom which You have prepared for it; for Thine

is the power and the glory forever and ever. May grace come, and may

this world pass away. Hoshanna to the God of David. If any man is holy,

let him come; if any man is not, let him repent. Marana-ta, Amaine.

11.> Whosoever therefore shall come and teach you all these things that

have been said before, receive him; but if the teacher himself be

perverted, and teach a different doctrine to the destruction thereof,

hear him not; but if to the increase of righteousness, and the knowledge

of the Lord, receive him in a similar-manner/like the Lord. But

concerning the Emissaries-<apostles> and Prophets, so do you according

to the ordinance of the Good-News. Let every Emissary, when he comes to

you, be received in a similar-manner/like the Lord; but he shall not

abide more than a single day, or if there be need, a second likewise;

but if he abide three days, he is a false prophet. And when he departs,

let the Emissary receive nothing except bread, until he find shelter;

but if he asks (for) money, he is a false prophet. And any Prophet,

(when its truly known he is)-[NOTE below: approved and found true],

speaking in the Ruach/Spirit you shall not try neither discern: -for

every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven. Yet not

everyone that speaks in the "S"-pirit is a Prophet, but only if he has

the ways of the YHVH. From his ways therefore the false prophet and the

Prophet shall be recognized. And no Prophet when he orders a table in

the Spirit shall eat of it; otherwise he is a false prophet. And every

Prophet teaching the truth, if he does not what he teaches, is a false

prophet. And every Prophet approved and found true, if he does anything

as an outward mystery, typical of the Edot/Congregation, and yet teaches

you not to do all that he himself does, shall not be judged before you;

he has his judgement in the presence of Elohim/God; for in like manner

also did the Prophets of old time. And whosoever shall say in the

"S"-pirit, give me silver or anything else, you shall not listen to him;

but if he tells you to give on behalf of others that are in want, let no

man judge him.

12.> But let everyone that comes in the Name of the Lord be received;

and then when you have tested him, you shall know him, for you shall

have understanding on the right hand and on the left. If the one coming

is a traveller, assist him, so far as you are able; but he shall not

stay with you more than two or three days, if it be necessary. But if

he wishes to settle with you, being a craftsman, let him work for and

eat his bread. But if he has no craft, according to your wisdom provide

how he shall live as a Believer in Messiah among you, but not in

idleness. If he will not do this, he is trafficking upon Messiah. Beware

of such men.

13.> But every true Prophet desiring to settle among you is worthy of

his food. In like manner a true Teacher is also worthy, like the work-

man of his food. Every firstfruit then of the produce of the wine-vat

and of the threshing floor, of your oxen and of your sheep, you shall

take and give as the firstfruit to the Prophets; for they are your head

cohanim-<priests>. But if you have not a Prophet, give them to the poor.

If you make bread, take the firstfruit and give according to the mitzvot

/commandment. In like manner, when you open a jar of wine or of oil,

take the firstfruit and give to the Prophets; yea, and of money and

raiment and every possession take the firstfruit, as shall seem good to

you, and give according to the mitzvot/commandment.

14.> And on the YHVH's own day gather yourselves together and break

bread and give thanks, first confessing your transgressions, that your

sacrifice may be pure. And let no man, having his dispute with his

fellow (man), join your assembly until they have been reconciled, that

your sacrifice may not be defiled; for this sacrifice it is that was

spoken of by the YHVH: In every place and at every time offer Me a pure

sacrifice; for I am a great King, saith YHVH, and My Name is wonderful

among the goyim/nations/gentiles.

15.> Appoint for yourselves therefore, Overseers-<bishops> and

Shammashim-<deacons> worthy of the Lord, men who are meek and not

lovers of money, and true and approved; for unto you they also perform

the service of the Prophets and Teachers. Therefore despise them not;

for they are your honorable men, along with the Prophets and Teachers.

And reprove one another, not in anger but in shalom, as you find in

the Good-News; and let no one speak to any that has gone wrong towards

his neighbor, neither let him hear a word from you, until he repent.

But your prayers and your almsgiving and all your deeds, so do you as

you find in the Good-News of our Lord.

16.> Be watchful for your life; let your lamps not be quenched and

your loins not ungirded, but, be you ready; for you know not the hour

in which our Lord cometh. And you shall gather yourselves together

frequently, seeking what is fitting for your souls; for the whole time

of your faith shall not profit you, if you be not perfected at the

last season. For in the last days the false prophets and corrupters

shall be multiplied, and the sheep shall be turned into wolves, and

love shall be turned into hate. For as violation of the Torah

increases, they shall hate one another, and shall persecute and

betray. And then the world-deceiver shall appear as a "s"on of

"G"od; and shall work signs and wonders, and the earth shall be

delivered into his hands; and he shall do unholy things, which have

never been since the world began. Then all created mankind shall come

to the fire of testing, and many shall be offended and perish; but

they that endure in their faith shall be saved by the (One who became

the) Curse Himself. And then shall the signs of the Truth appear;

first a sign of a rift in the heaven, then a sign of a voice of a

trumpet, and thirdly a resurrection of the dead; yet not of all, but

as it was said: The Lord shall come, and all His sanctified-ones-

<saints> with Him. Then shall the world see the Lord coming upon the

clouds of heaven. (Amaine).
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An Ancient Homily
  +=================================================================+

  | Following is a Messianic version of: An Ancient Homily.  The    |

  | author is unknown, but it is from an early date - usually given |

  | as having been written shortly after Revelation about 120 A.D.  |

  | There are some indications (@ 7) that it was written or spoken  |

  | in the first instance to the Corinthians.  Lightfoot also says, |

  | that we may now definitely regard it as the earliest Believers' |

  | homily extant. [The style of it suggests to me someone who was: |

  | familiar with Judaic methods of approaching subjects (perhaps   |

  | originally a proselyte), someone in a position of authority, -  |

  | one who perhaps knew some of the Talmidim and Emissaries, and   |

  | may have even been in the leadership of the late Congregation   |

  | at Jerusalem.  Of course, this is only what it suggest to me,   |

  | and though possible, - can not be proved to be the case.] It is |

  | also known by the title: 2nd Epistle of S. Clement to the       |

  | Corinthians. - However it has no claim to this designation, and |

  | its internal evidence both of style and doctrine, so far as it  |

  | goes, is distinctly against this conclusion. - says Lightfoot.  |

  +=================================================================+

                           AN ANCIENT HOMILY

                         By An Unknown Author

I. BRETHREN, we ought so to think of Yeshua Messiah, as of Elohim, as

of the Judge of quick/living and dead. And we ought not to think

shallow of our Salvation: for when we think shallow things of Him, we

expect also to receive shallow things. And they that listen as

concerning shallow things do wrong; and we ourselves do wrong, not

knowing from where and by whom and unto what place we were called, and

how many things Yeshua Messiah endured to suffer for our sakes. What

recompense then shall we give unto Him? or what fruit worthy of His

own gift to us? And how many mercies do we owe to Him! For He bestowed

the light upon us; He spoke to us, as a father to his sons; He saved

us, when we were perishing. What praise then shall we give to Him? or

what payment of recompense for those things which we received? we who

were maimed in our understanding, and worshipped stocks and stones and

gold silver and bronze, the works of men; and our whole life was

nothing else but death. While then we were thus wrapped in darkness

and oppressed with this thick mist in our vision, we recovered our

sight, putting off by His will the cloud wherein we were wrapped. For

He had mercy on us, and in His compassion saved us, having beheld in us

much error and perdition, even when we had no hope of Salvation, except

that which came from Him. For He called us, when we were not, and from

not being - He willed us to be.

II. 'Rejoice, thou barren that bear not. Break out and cry, thou that

travail not; for more are the children of the desolate than of her that

has the husband.' In that He said 'Rejoice, thou barren that bear not,'

He spoke of us: for our Congregation was barren, before that children

were given unto her. And in that He said, 'Cry aloud, thou that travail

not,' He means this: Let us not, like women in travail, grow weary of

offering up our prayers with simplicity to Elohim. Again, in that He

said, 'For the children of the desolate are more than of her that has

the husband,' He so spoke, because our people seemed desolate and

forsaken of Elohim, whereas now, having believed, we have become more

than those who seemed to have Elohim. Again another Scripture says,

'I have come not to call the righteous, but sinners.' He means this;

that is is right to save them that are perishing. For this indeed is

a great and marvelous work, to establish, not those things which

stand, but those which are falling. So also Messiah willed to save the

things which were perishing. And He saved many, coming and calling us

when we were even now perishing.

III. Seeing then that He bestowed so great mercy on us; first of all,

that we, who are living, do not sacrifice to these dead gods, neither

worship them, but though Him have known the Father of Truth. What else

is this knowledge to Himward, but not to deny Him through Whom we have

known Him? Yea, He Himself said, 'Whoso confesses Me, him will I

confess before the Father.' This then is our reward, if truly we shall

confess Him through Whom we were Saved. But wherein do we confess Him?

When we do that which He says and are not disobedient unto His Mitzvot/

Commandments, and not only 'honor Him with our lips,' but 'with our

whole heart and with our whole mind.' Now He says also in Yesha`yahu,

'This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from

Me.'

IV. Let us therefore not only call Him Lord, for this will not save us;

for He says, 'Not every one that says unto Me, Lord, Lord *[1]{or:

Adonai, YHVH (?)}, shall be saved, but he that does righteousness.' So

then, brethren, let us confess Him in our works, by loving one another,

by not committing adultery, nor speaking evil one against another, nor

envying, - but being temperate, merciful, kindly. And we ought to have

fellow-feeling one with another and not to be covetous. By these works

let us confess Him, and not by the contrary. And we ought not rather to

fear men but Elohim. For this cause, if you do these things, the Lord

said, 'Though you be gathered together with Me in My bosom, and do not

My Mitzvot/ Commandments, I will cast you away and will say unto you,

Depart from Me, I know you not from where you are, you workers of

violation-of-the-Torah.'*[2]

V. Wherefore, brethren, let us forsake our sojourn in this world and do

the will of Him that called us, and let us not be afraid to depart out

of this world. For the Lord says, 'You shall be as lambs in the midst

of wolves.' But Kefa answered and said unto Him, 'What then, if the

wolves should tear the lambs?' Yeshua said unto Kefa, 'Let not the

lambs fear the wolves after they are dead; and you also, fear you not

them that kill you and are not able to do anything to you; but fear Him

that after you are dead has power over soul and body, to cast them into

the Gey-Hinnom of fire.' And you know, brethren, that the sojourn of

this flesh in this world is shallow and for a short time, but the

promise of Messiah is great and marvelous, even the rest of the

Kingdom that shall be and of life eternal. What then can we do to

obtain them, but walk in holiness and righteousness, and consider these

worldly things as alien to us, and not desire them? For when we desire

to obtain these things we fall away from the righteous path.

VI. But the Lord says, 'No servant can serve two masters.' If we

desire to serve both Elohim and mammon/riches, it is unprofitable for

us: 'For what advantage is it, if a man gain the whole world and

forfeit his soul?' Now this age and the future are two enemies. The

one speaks of adultery and defilement and greed-for-riches and deceit,

but the other bids farewell to these. We cannot therefore be friends

of the two, but must bid farewell to the one and hold companionship

with the other. Let us consider that it is better to hate the things

which are here, because they are shallow and for a short time and

perishable, and to love the things which are there, for they are good

and imperishable. For, if we do the will of Messiah, we shall find

rest; but if otherwise, then nothing shall deliver us from eternal

punishment, if we should disobey His Mitzvot/Commandments. And the

Tanakh also says in Yechezqel, 'Though Noach and Iyov and Dani'el

should rise up, they shall not deliver their children' in the Diaspora

/captivity. But if even such righteous men as these cannot by their

righteous deeds deliver their children, with what confidence shall we,

if we keep not our Mikveh/Immersion pure and undefiled, enter into the

Kingdom of Elohim? Or who shall be our advocate, unless we be found

having holy and righteous works?

VII. So then, my brethren, let us contend, knowing that the contest is

nigh at hand, and that, while many resort to the corruptible contests,

yet not all are crowned, but only they that have toiled hard and

contended bravely. Let us then contend that we all may be crowned.

Wherefore let us run in the straight course, the incorruptible contest.

And let us resort to it in throngs and contend, that we may also be

crowned. And if we cannot all be crowned, let us at least come near to

the crown. We ought to know that he which contends in the corruptible

contest, if he be found dealing corruptly with it, is first flogged,

and then removed and driven out of the race-course. What think you?

What shall be done to him that has dealt corruptly with the contest of

incorruption? For as concerning them that have not kept the seal, He

says, 'Their worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be quenched,

and they shall be for a spectacle unto all flesh.'

VIII. While we are on earth then, let us repent: for we are clay under

the craftsman's hand. For in like manner as the potter, if he be

making a vessel, and it get twisted or crushed in his hands, reshapes

it again; but if he have once put it into the fiery oven, he shall no

longer mend it: so also let us, while we are in this world, repent of

our whole heart of the evil things which we have done in the flesh,

that we may be saved by the Lord, while we have yet time for t'shuvah/

turning-in-repentance. For after that we have departed out of the

world, we can no more make a confession (of sins) there, or repent any

more. Wherefore, brethren, if we shall have done the will of the

Father and kept the pure and guarded the Mitzvot/Commandments of

YHVH/the-Lord, we shall receive life eternal. For the Lord says in the

Good- News, 'If you keep not that which is little, who shall give unto

you that which is great? For I say unto you that he which is faithful

in the least, is faithful also in much.' So then He means this, Keep

the flesh pure and the seal unstained, to the end that we may receive

life.

IX. And let not any one of you say that this flesh is not judged

neither rises again. Understand you. In what were you saved? In what

did you recover your sight? if you were not in this flesh. We ought

therefore to guard the flesh as a temple of Elohim: for in like manner

as you were called in the flesh, you shall come also in the flesh. If

Messiah the Lord who saved us, being first Ruach/Spirit, then (also)

became flesh, and so called us, in like manner also shall we in this

flesh receive our reward. Let us therefore love one another, that we

all may come unto the Kingdom of Elohim. While we have time to be

healed, let us place ourselves in the hands of Elohim the physician,

giving Him a recompense. What recompense? Repentance from a sincere

heart. For He discerns all things beforehand and knows what is in our

heart. Let us therefore give unto Him eternal praise, not from our

lips only, but also from our heart, that He may receive us as sons.

For the Lord also said, 'These are My brethren, which do the will of My

Father.'

X. Wherefore, my brethren, let us do the will of the Father which

called us, that we may live; and let us the rather pursue virtue, but

forsake vice as the forerunner of our sins, and let us flee from

unGodliness, lest evils overtake us. For if we be diligent in doing

good, shalom will pursue us. For for this cause is a man unable to {*>

attain happiness <*}, seeing that they call in the fears of men,

preferring rather the enjoyment which is here than the promise which is

to come.  For they know not how great torment the enjoyment which is

here brings, and what delight the promise which is to come brings.  And

if truly they were doing these things by themselves alone, it had been

tolerable: but now they continue teaching evil to innocent souls, not

knowing that they shall have their condemnation doubled, both

themselves and their hearers.

XI. Let us therefore serve Elohim in a pure heart, and we shall be

righteous; but if we serve Him not, because we believe not the promise

of Elohim, we shall be wretched. For the Word of prophecy also says,

'Wretched are the double-minded, that doubt in their heart and say,

These things we heard of old in the days of our fathers also, yet we

have waited day after day and have seen none of them. You fools!

-compare yourselves unto a tree; take a vine. -- First it sheds its

leaves, then a shoot comes, after this a sour berry, then a full ripe

grape. So likewise My people had tumults and afflictions: but

afterward they shall receive good things.' Wherefore, my brethren, let

us not be double-minded but endure patiently in hope, that we may also

obtain our reward. 'For faithful is He that promised' to pay to each

man the recompense of his works. If therefore we shall have wrought

righteousness in the sight of Elohim, we shall enter into His Kingdom

and shall receive the promises which 'ear has not heard nor eye seen,

neither has it entered into the heart of man.'

XII. Let us therefore await the Kingdom of Elohim watching-early in

love and righteousness, since we know not the day of Elohim's

appearing. For the Lord Himself, being asked by a certain person when

His Kingdom would come, said, 'When the two shall be one, and the

outside as the inside, and the male with the female, neither male nor

female.'*[3] Now 'the two' are 'one', when we speak truth among

ourselves, and in two bodies there shall be (as) one soul without

deception. And by 'the outside as the inside' He means this; that a

brother seeing a sister should have no thought of her as of a female,

and that a sister seeing a brother should not have any thought of him

as of a male. These things if you do, says He, the Kingdom of My

Father shall come.

XIII. Therefore, brethren, let us repent without delay. Let us be sober

unto that which is good: for we are full of much folly and wickedness.

Let us wipe away from us our former sins, and let us repent with our

whole soul and be saved. And let us not be found men-pleasers.

Neither let us desire to please one another only, but also those men

that are without, by our righteousness, that The-Name/YHVH be not

blasphemed by reason of us. For YHVH says, 'Every way My Name is

blasphemed among all the Goyim/Gentiles/Nations'; and again, 'Woe unto

him by reason of whom My Name is blasphemed.' Wherein is It

blasphemed? In that you do not the things which I desire. For the

Goyim/Gentiles, when they hear from our mouth the oracles of Elohim,

marvel at them for their beauty and greatness; then, when they discover

that our works are not worthy of the words which we speak, immediately

they move themselves to blasphemy, saying that it is an idle story and

a delusion. For when they hear from us that Elohim says, 'It is not

thanks unto you, if you love them that love you, but this is thanks

unto you, if you love your enemies and them that hate you'; when they

hear these things, I say, they marvel at their exceeding goodness; but

when they see that we not only do not love them that hate us, but not

even them that love us, they laugh us to scorn, and The-Name/YHVH is

blasphemed.

XIV. Wherefore, Brethren, if we do the will of Elohim our Father, we

shall be of the first Congregation, which is spiritual, which was

created before the sun and moon; but if we do not the will of YHVH,

we shall be of the Scripture that says, 'My house was made a den of

robbers'. So therefore let us choose rather to be of the Congregation

of life, that we may be saved. And I do not suppose you are ignorant

that the living Congregation is 'the body of Messiah'; for the

Scripture says, 'Elohim/God made man, male and female'. The male (in

type) is Messiah and the female (in type) is the Congregation. And

the Scrolls and the Emissaries plainly declare that the Congregation

exists not now for the first time, but has been from the beginning:

for she was spiritual, as our Yeshua also was Spiritual, but was

manifested in the last days that He might save us. Now the

Congregation, being spiritual, was manifested in the flesh of Messiah,

thereby showing us that, if any of us guard her in the flesh and

defile her not, <H>e shall receive her again in - Ruach HaKodesh/The

Holy Spirit - : for this flesh is the counterpart and copy of the

spirit. No man therefore, when he has defiled the copy, shall receive

the original for his portion. This therefore is what He means,

brethren; Guard you the flesh, that you may partake of the Ruach/

Spirit. But if we say that the flesh is the Congregation and the

Ruach/Spirit is Messiah, then he that has dealt immorally with the

flesh has dealt immorally with the Congregation. Such a one therefore

shall not partake of the Ruach/Spirit, which is Messiah. So excellent

is the life and immortality which this flesh can receive as its

portion, if - Ruach HaKodesh/The Holy Spirit - be joined to it. No man

can declare or tell 'those things which the Lord has prepared' for His

elect.

XV. Now I do not think that I have given any shallow counsel respecting

continence, and whosoever performs it shall not repent thereof, but

shall save both himself and me his counselor. For it is no shallow

reward to convert a wandering and perishing soul, that it may be saved.

For this is the recompense which we are able to pay to Elohim Who

created us, if he that speaks and hears both speak and hear with faith

and love. Let us therefore abide in the things which we believed, in

righteousness and holiness, that we may with boldness ask of Elohim Who

says, 'While you are speaking I will say, Behold, I am here'. For this

word is the token of a great promise: for YHVH/The-Lord says of Himself

that He is more ready to give than he that asks to ask. Seeing then

that we are partakers of so great kindness, let us not grudge ourselves

the obtaining of so many great things. For in proportion as the

pleasure is great which these words bring to them that have performed

them, so also is the condemnation great which they bring to them that

have been disobedient.

XVI. Therefore, brethren, since we have found no small opportunity for

repentance, seeing that we have time, let us turn again unto Elohim

that called us, while we have still One that receives us. For if we

bid farewell to these enjoyments and conquer our soul in refusing to

fulfill its evil lusts, we shall be partakers of the mercy of Yeshua.

But you know that the Day of Judgment comes even now 'as a burning

oven, and the powers of the heavens shall melt', and all the earth as

lead melting on the fire, and then shall appear the secret and open

works of men. Almsgiving therefore is a good thing, even as repentance

from sin. Fasting is better than prayer, but almsgiving than both.

And 'love covers a multitude of sins', but prayer out of a good

conscience delivers from death. Blessed is every man that is found

full of these. For almsgiving lifts off the burden of sin.

XVII. Let us therefore repent with our whole heart, lest any of us

perish by the way. For if we have received commands, that we should

make this also our business, to tear men away from idols and to

instruct them, how much more is it wrong that a soul which knows Elohim

already should perish! Therefore let us assist one another, that we

may also lead the weak upward as touching that which is good, to the

end that we all may be Saved: and let us return-again and admonish one

another. And let us not think to give heed and believe now only, while

we are admonished by the Elders; but likewise when we have departed

home, let us remember the Mitzvot/Commandments of YHVH/The-Lord, and

not allow ourselves to be dragged off the other way by our worldly

lusts; but coming to this place more frequently, let us strive to go

forward in the Mitzvot/Commandments of YHVH/The-Lord, that we all

having the same mind may be gathered together unto life. For The-Lord

said, 'I come to gather together all the nations, tribes, and

languages'. Herein He speaks of the Day of His appearing, when He shall

come and redeem us, each man according to his works. 'And' the

unbelievers 'shall see His glory' and His might: and they shall be

amazed when they see the Kingdom of the world given to Yeshua, saying,

Woe unto us, for You were, and we knew it not, and believed not; and we

obeyed not the Elders when they told us of our Salvation. And 'Their

worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be quenched, and they

shall be for a spectacle unto all flesh'. He speaks of that Day of

Judgment, when men shall see those among us that lived unGodly lives

and dealt falsely with the Mitzvot/Commandments of Yeshua Messiah. But

the righteous, having done good and endured torments and hated the

pleasures of the soul, when they shall behold them that have done

amiss and denied Yeshua by their words and by their deeds, how that

they are punished with grievous torments in unquenchable fire, shall

give glory to Elohim, saying, There will be hope for him that has

served Elohim with his whole heart.

XVIII. Therefore let us also be found among those that give thanks,

among those that have served Elohim, and not among the unGodly that are

judged. For I myself too, being an utter sinner and not yet escaped

from temptation, but being still amidst the devices of the Adversary,

do my diligence to follow after righteousness, that I may prevail so

far at least as to come near unto it, while I fear the Judgment to

come.

XIX. Therefore, brothers and sisters, after the God/Elohim of Truth

has been heard, I read to you an exhortation to the end that you may

give heed to the things which are Written, so that you may save both

yourselves and him that reads in the midst of you. For I ask of you

as a reward that you repent with your whole heart, and give

Salvation and life to yourselves. For doing this we shall set a goal

for all the young who desire to toil in the study of piety and of

the goodness of Elohim. And let us not be displeased and vexed,

fools that we are, whensoever any one admonishes us and turns us

aside from unrighteousness unto righteousness. For sometimes while

we do evil things, we perceive it not by reason of the double-

mindedness and unbelief which is in our breasts, and 'we are

darkened in our understanding' by our vain lusts. Let us therefore

practice righteousness that we may be saved unto the end. Blessed

are they that obey these Ordinances. Though they may endure

affliction for a short time in the world, they will gather the

immortal fruit of the resurrection. Therefore let not the Godly be

grieved, if he be miserable in the times that now are: a blessed

time awaits him. He shall live again in Heaven with the Fathers, and

shall have rejoicing throughout a sorrowless eternity.

XX. Neither allow you this again to trouble your mind, that we see the

unrighteous possessing wealth, and the servants of Elohim financially

distressed. Let us then have faith, brothers and sisters. We are

contending in the ranks of a living God; and we are trained by the

present life, that we may be crowned with the future. No righteous man

has reaped fruit quickly, but waits for it. For if Elohim had paid the

recompense of the righteous speedily, then immediately we should have

been training ourselves in merchandise, and not in Godliness; for we

should seem to be righteous, though we were pursuing not that which is

Godly, but that which is gainful. And for this cause Divine Judgment

overtakes a spirit that is not just, and loads if with chains.

     To the only Elohim/God invisible, the Father of Truth, who sent

forth unto us the Saviour and Prince of immortality, through Whom also

He made manifest unto us the Truth and the Heavenly Life, to Him be

the glory forever and ever. Amaine.

                                *NOTES:

     [1]. I’ve often pondered if the dual usage here of “Lord, Lord”,

          indicates this group as saying: “Adonai, YHVH”.

     [2]. This form of the quotation is also found in the ancient

          Hebrew version of Mattityahu - Good-News of the Hebrews/

          Natzratim.

     [3]. One might speculate since this author quotes from the Good-

          News of the Natzratim earlier [2], - that this quotation [3]

          might appear there as well {?}  It does remind me, by its

          form, of the following two quotations:

               Acts of Philip, 34: For The-Lord said unto me: If you

          make not that which is below in you to be above, and the left

          hand things to be right, you shall not enter into My Kingdom.

               Linus, Martyrdom of Peter, 17: The-Lord said in a

          mystery: If you make not the left hand as the right and the

          right as the left, and the things that are above as those

          that are below, and the things that are before as those that

          are behind, you shall not know the Kingdom of God.

              [Regardless, I'm glad the author gives his commentary on

            this quotation, - as with the commentary the verse appears

            somewhat more orthodox than it might if it were standing

            alone.]
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Torah - Sanctification?, Salvation?
Torah - Sanctification?, Salvation?

One Or Two Covenants?

Since the promise in Genesis to Adam and Eve in the Garden that Messiah would crush the head of the serpent, unto the promise in Malachi of the "Sun" of righteousness Who would arise with healing in his wings - Salvation/Yeshua has been through Messiah alone. We are "sanctified" by His Commandments/Mitzvout - we are saved by the Blood of The Lamb. When Adam and Chavah were created they walked both with Voice of YHVH Elohim in the Garden, and in accord with the Mitzvout of Torah that were built into the very fabric of the universe. When they sinned against the Mitzvah/Command of Elohim they died spiritually that day {and within a "day" - within 1000 years - a day is unto YHVH as a thousand years, and a 1000 years as a day.} The Mitzvout are Holy but it is not the fabric of the High Priests garments that saves - it is the atonement of our Cohen HaGadol Yeshua Mashiach that saves. Thus has it been throughout all of Tanakh: the just shall live by faith. Faith in the Promise of Messiah when Abel brought at better sacrifice, faith when Avraham saw Messiah in a vision, faith when Ya'akov wrestled with The Angel of YHVH, faith when David saw Messiah at The Right Hand of Elohim, faith when Daniel saw the Ancient Of Days - faith unto and continuing today where Messiah said that all those who reject Him will perish.

So what shall we say then of the path of the Torah that led us to Messiah Yeshua? - Yes: Yeshua Messiah is the Door and Salvation is by Him alone, but the guard-rail on the straight and narrow path that keeps us from going over the edge is the Torah of YHVH Elohim - the moral commands of Torah give God's standards for righteous living revealed to mankind.

So then how can they reject Him whom they've not known? Was the rejected "another-jesus", whom the crusaders tried to force on the Jewish people at the point of a sword, Yeshua Messiah? - {may Elohim forbid!} - or was it simply "another-jesus"?! - I submit that they rejected, at the point of a sword, "another-jesus". Many Jewish folks even today still think "Jesus" is the greek-god of the gentiles, and know almost nothing about the Jewishness of Yeshua, nor the Judaic roots of the New Covenant. And yes, there were those in Messiah's day who rejected Him, even those ones who "appeared" to be following Torah, but inwardly were a brood of serpents - and even Talmud is just as hard, or even harder, on those of the 1st Century A.D. - {yet for sure not all - please note that early historians tell us that by the close of the 1st Century A.D. 1/3 of the Jewish people were Believers in Yeshua Messiah.} But Elohim knew their heart - whether they would believe or not. Even in a similar way as those who've not heard are judged - as spoken of in Romans: by the "torah" of their conscience, and as the spirit of man is spoken of as the candle of YHVH, searching all the inward parts, {as we read in Proverbs}, so too YHVH knows those who look for Him in Messiah and will find Him, as well as those who have rejected The Davar/Memra/Word of Elohim YHVH - Who is Yeshua Messiah come in the flesh and will continue to reject Him. - Man views the outside, but YHVH views the heart.

Further perspective:

RO2:14 [& v.13,15-17,26-27]: Sha'ul introduces a concept here that

can lead to some interesting conclusions, but with caution:

Proverbs 20:27 says: "The spirit of man (is) the candle of the

LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly." And in

Luke 12:48 we read: "But he that knew not, and committed

things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few (stripes).

For to whomever much is given, of him shall much be required:

and to whom men have committed much, from him they will ask

the more." This then along with the understanding that man

received the "knowledge of good and evil" (and so it follows,

in this context, a conscience) having eaten of the tree in the

Garden, - we might be able to illustrate the following idea:

God's Word is Light [Ps.119:105]. When Adam and Chavah/

Eve sinned in the garden, eating the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil, - it is though they exchanged the full light

of day in the presence of YHVH, - for a small flicker of a

flame as of a match, (the conscience that can accuse or else

excuse [Ro.2:15]). That being a given, let's try to paint a

picture:

All humanity since the fall, has been in a dark room

awaiting death:

1). From the Garden to Noach, it was as if one held up a

small flame like a match: and only very few could see their

way to escape via the Door into Life.

2). From Noach to Avraham, the flame burned a little

brighter: and a few more could make out the Door and

escape into Life.

3). From Avraham to Moshe, the flame grew even more: and

a people were born that could more clearly see the Door,

and thus escape into Life.

4). From Moshe to Messiah, the flame ignited into a

brightly burning torch: and the path to the Door was clear,

and even more could escape through the Door into Life.

5). From the time of Messiah on, the Door (which is

Messiah) has been flung wide open, and the Light of day

shines clearly into the room; and whosoever will look can

see the Door, and thus all can escape into Life in Him.

While there needs to be caution here, I believe what Sha'ul

words can show us indirectly is that some of those who never

heard the Good-News of Yeshua Messiah, (or even of the Torah),

will gain eternal life via the small flame of the conscience,

as though some heard an internal witness from the Spirit about

Messiah, and in their spirit believed in Yeshua, when: "in the

day when Elohim/God will judge the secrets of men by Yeshua

Messiah, according to my Good-News." [Ro2:16]. So then, "some"

of those who've never heard (or heard falsehood in the name of

another 'jesus' - another gospel, such as: the Jewish people

who died at the hands of supposed "Christians" simply because

they were Jews; and never heard the True Good-News of Yeshua

Messiah) I believed will be saved and enter eternal life. In

somewhat the same way, that when Yeshua died He went to those

that had perished in the flood in days of Noach, that they

might be: "judged according to men in the flesh, but live

according to God in the spirit [See commentary on 1Pe.4:6].

Why the special need for caution then? Because this idea

could/can be twisted into saying: All paths lead to God. -That

is NOT true!, one can only come to Elohim YHVH The Father

through Yeshua HaMashiach Who is The Davar/Memra/Word of Elohim

YHVH ! Further, it could be said: Why witness if all who are supposed to be saved will be saved? - (this also comes up in Calvinism vs. Arminian disputes)- Because if the 'witness' of the conscience is only as a smallflame, and the witness of the Good-News is as the bright light of day... How can we NOT witness, - so that many more can see the

Light and escape the darkness. 

RABBINIC: Everything is foreseen by the Almighty, yet free

will is given to man. [Ahvoth III, 19]
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The "Lost" Tribes - Ephraim? Goyim? - Both?
This "dogma" causes division I think, as people are too emotionally attached to their own position(s) to examine it circumspectly. It's kind of like when you find out something that you always thought was true your whole life is false, and it shakes your world view :-)

Let's examine some things that can be shown to be facts....

Israel, the Northern Tribes mostly as a whole were in the Diaspora, and their location was known in the first centuries A.D., (I say: mostly as a whole, as "some" came back, and "some" are shown being in Israel besides Benjamin, Judah, Simeon and Levi later.*[See Notes below]) Their identity was lost; however: I believe it is still represented in greater Israel to a lesser degree. Many are not identified with Israel, but were lost amongst the Goyim/Gentiles.- YHVH ONLY knows who they are for sure. The two sticks are both together today (as no one except the Cohanim know for sure who they are) - and yet the two sticks are shown being brought together still - as the lost come in with the Goyim who come into the Congregation of Messiah, - both in Gentile expression and Messianic-Judaic expression, as grafted into the root of Israel. One could perhaps say then of the "grafted-in" branches: some are wild, and (YHVH knows): some are "natural" that were grafted into (so to speak) the Wild Olive Tree when they went into dispersion, so that they had taken on the identity of the "wild" and not the natural; so that they were cut-off - but have not (in a way) lost their identity as natural, (noting their parents who left of course), but have grown up in the "wild" so to speak.

So far nothing too controversial; but then the problems then start...

Some say that if you are a Believer and start going to a Messianic Congregation that you HAVE to be Israel. - This is not so. While I'm sure there are "SOME" who are Israel (YHVH knows who) - there are others who are not. Else how could the Goyim of the "wild olive tree" be grafted into Israel during the 1st two centuries A.D. in the first place! And what about the Scripture that talks about the Goyim bringing their glory into Yerushalayim during the 1000 year reign of Messiah - etc.... Or that as AVRAM believed YHVH (as a Goy/Gentile) and became AVRAHAM and the father of "the Jews" by Covenant through FAITH - so to do the Believing Goyim become children of Believing Avraham! All kinds of doctrines get skewed if ALL people who go to a Messianic Congregation suddenly HAVE to be Israel. Even history and the Talmud and the New Covenant show us that their were two types of GOYIM - (not Israel in Diaspora) - that became Ger and Gar Tzadukim. Those who converted, and those who were "proselytes of the gate": ones who kept Torah, yet did not become circumcised and thus part of Israel in the flesh. That of course addresses conversion, but the point is they were GOYIM. Also, if the wild are really ALL natural, then there would be no point of the darash that Rav Sha'ul gives and thus no need to identify the wild as "grafted and commonwealth" AFTER they are grafted in - if they're only a re-grafting of the natural who "thought" they were wild! This sounds rather convoluted I must admit, but honestly think this through and I think that it will become clear.

So... what can one say then? - Some in the Root of Israel are Natural that Believed and remained; some are grafted in of the wild Nations/Goyim that hold to a more Gentile expression (as in we see in Corinthians); some are grafted in that are of the wild Nations/Goyim that embrace Torah-Judaism but remain "Gentile" (in the good sense of the word Goyim - as simply meaning: 'Nations') - as we see in: the "Gar Tzadukim" or "Proselytes Of The Gate" as Talmud talks about and the New Covenant notes; some are grafted in that were amongst the wild that were really natural way back with Israel (these may or may not embrace Torah fully however, depending on how closely they listen to YHVH) - and some of this group "MAY" -(and I stress MAY) be led to become circumcised to re-identify with Israel. BUT: this must ONLY come about as the Ruach HaKodesh/(Holy Spirit) leads, and NOT on their own volition. Otherwise they are violating the injunction: ...in whatsoever state you are in, there remain (paraphrased).

Although we do have examples in Scripture, such as Timothy. Now, this group needs to also be further broken down into two categories: those who are of "Judah/Jews" who find out that they are Jewish and their parents/grandparents didn't tell them - or didn't even know themselves - (there are been several cases of this that I've seen); - and the second group that "MAY" be of Israel from the dispersion who don't/can't know except from direct revelation from YHVH. Why do I say "direct" revelation? - Because there are those who say that you are automatically of Israel, yet this can be show to be false premise. In this case, the best advice I could give is: MAKE SURE YOU ARE HEARING FROM YHVH! - and not just your own desire to be "natural" Israel, so that your emotions in this matter will not allow you to examine the possibility that you are a Righteous Gentile Believer - a "Gar" Tzadukim" (yet not a literal "Ger") - one who desires to keep Torah, but are grafted-in from the wild, and not specifically "Israel", yet still part of the "Commonwealth of Israel", a child of Avraham, and in the Root of Israel in Messiah Yeshua. Remember, Israel is brought back to the land 'from' the Nations, but Israel is not 'the Nations' - else the whole world would be "Israel". When the Goyim are grafted into Israel, they are "of" Israel, and a child of believing Avraham - but are admonished to fear lest they boast against the Natural Branches. That is one danger one can enter into if one is not circumspect in this "dogma".

So, everyone is right :-) - unless you say that your slant alone is right, then you're probably wrong :-)

Shalom

*Notes:

{via an Email by Joah S. on: Messianic_Colorado@egroups.com}

{...}

Nachmanides discusses these prophecies and distinguishes

between them. Just as part of Judah was exiled with the northern tribes so too did some people from the ten tribes remain with Judah. Their

descendants are now to be found amongst the present-day Jews. The

overwhelming majority of the Ten Tribes however were exiled by the

Assyrians and NEVER returned though they are destined to do so. The Ten

Tribes (said Nachmanides in ca. 1260 CE) are still in Tserefath (Gaul and

its region) and "at the ends of the north."

{...}

They said in the Midrash Seder Olam: Of those who came into the Land in

the time of Ezra the whole community together numbered 42,360. The total whose names are recorded however only numbered 30,360. What happened therefore to the missing 12,000? These were those from the other Tribes who came up with Ezra.

{...}

It also appears from the simple meaning of the text, that before the exile of the northern country by Senacherib there were gathered into the cities of Judah people from the neighboring tribes of Menasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon and these then dwelt in the heritage of Judah. Or . This explains what was said concerning King Josiah, "They delivered the money that was brought into the house of God which the Levites that kept the doors had gathered of the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of Israel, and of all Judah and Benjamin" (2-Chronicles 34; 9). Prior to that time in the period King Asa it was written, "And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers with them out of Ephraim and Menasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance when they saw YHVH/The-LORD his God was with him" (2-Chronicles 15; 9).

{...}

Those from the Tribes of Ephraim and Shimeon from Israel that were

present (2-Chronicles 35;18) with Judah were they who dwelt in the Land of Judah or perhaps to some degree also those who had dwelt in their own territories adjoining Judah and had fled to Judah. They are referred (in 2 Chronicles 35;18) to in a general sense as "from Israel" and not by their specific tribes since they represented only a small portion of their tribe. These are they who returned under Ezra with the Jews from Babylon. They were not expressly mentioned by their tribes since they were attached to Judah. They all settled in the cities of Judah. There was no Redemption for the Ten Tribes who remained in exile.

{...}

[Another authority however, Tosefot in Arakin 32;a, says that, "from each and every tribe a few returned"]. These few were not enough to be termed a tribe in their own right or even part of a tribe - due to their minority position they were included amongst the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin and dwelt in their cities
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First Century Writings I
+=====================================================================+

|          ANCIENT SAYINGS AROUND THE 1ST CENTURY A.D. ERA:           |

|The following are several ancient quotes, sayings, and Good-News/    |

|(Gospel) fragments found in a variety of sources.  The exact location|

|is not given for each saying in this writing, but many of them can be|

|found in The Apostolic Fathers / Lightfoot.  They are given simply to|

|introduce this subject, and I've tried to include the majority of the|

|ones that I've found interesting.                                    |

+=====================================================================+

             ANCIENT GREEK FRAGMENTS OF GOSPELS-(Good-News)

1. If you fast not from the world, you shall not find the Kingdom of

God, and if you keep not Shabbat for the whole week, you shall not see

the Father.

2. Yeshua said, I stood in the midst of the world, and in flesh I

appeared unto them; and I found all men drunken, and none did I find

thirsting among them, and My soul is afflicted for the sons of men,

because they are blind in their heart and see not  ...

3. Yeshua said, A Prophet is not without honor in his own country, nor

does a physician do cures upon them that know him.

4. Yeshua said, A city built upon the top of a high mountain and

established, can neither fall nor be hidden.

5. Yeshua said, You hear with(in) your (one) ear, (but the other you

have closed).

                                COPTIC

1.  ...that he may be known by his (hospitality to strangers) and be

praised for his fruit: for...

2.  ...Amaine.  Give Me now Thy (...) O Father, that (they) with Me may

endure the world.  Amaine.  (...) have received the crown-(or sceptre)

of the Kingdom.

3.  I am become King through You, Father.  You shall subject all things

unto Me.  (Amen.)  Through whom shall (the last) enemy be destroyed?

Through (Messiah). Through who shall the sting of death be (destroyed)?

(Through the) Only-begotten.  Amaine.  Unto who belongeth the dominion?

(Unto the Son.)  Amaine.

4.  Now when He had ended all the (songs of praise to His Father) He

turned Himself to us and said (unto us):  The hour is come when I shall

be taken from you.  The spirit (is) willing, but the flesh is weak:

(stay) and watch with Me.  But we the Emissaries-<Apostles> wept,

saying: ...

5.  NOTE @ Mark 16:20  ...the righteous man.  They went forth by threes

to the four regions of the heaven and proclaimed the Good-News of the

Kingdom in the whole world, Messiah working with them by the word of

strengthening and the signs and wonders which accompanied them.  And so

have men learned of the Kingdom of God in all the earth, and in the

whole of Israel, for a testimony for all goyim/gentiles/nations that

are from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof.

                              AGRAPHA

1. @ Luke 6:4 On the same day, seeing one working on the Shabbat, He

said unto him: Man, if indeed you know what you are doing, you are

blessed; but if you know not, you are cursed, and a transgressor of the

Torah.

2. @ Matt.3:17 And when He was being immersed, a very great light

shone round about from the water, so that all that had come there

feared.

3. @ Matt.3:17 And when Yeshua was being immersed, a great light shone

from the water, so that all that were gathering together feared.

4. @ Matt.3:17 ...a light rising over the water.  ...a fire was kindled

in Yarden.

5. @ Mark 16:3 (after the words: 'roll away the stone from the door

of the sepulchre): But suddenly at the third hour of the day there came

darkness throughout all the globe of the earth; and angels came down

from the Heavens, and rising in the glory-(brightness) of the living

God they went up together with Him, and immediately there was light.

Then the women drew near to the sepulchre and saw that the stone was

rolled away; for it was very great.

6. @ Mark 16:14 (Afterwards He appeared unto the Eleven as they sat

at meat and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart,

because they believed not them which had seen Him after He was risen)

and they made excuse (defended themselves) saying:  This age of

wickedness and unbelief is under Satan who, by means of unclean

spirits, permitteth not men to apprehend the true power of God:...

7. It is more blessed to give than to receive.

8. Wherein I find you, there will I judge you.

9. Be you approved (or tried) money-changers (bankers). -[many quote

saying that Sha'ul/Paul's words in 1 Thess.5:21..."Prove all things,

hold fast that which is good", are really a comment on the above

saying, and show its meaning.]

10. For the Lord says: You shall be as lambs in the midst of wolves.

And Kefa/Peter answering said unto Him: If (so), then the wolves tear

the lambs in pieces?  Yeshua said unto Kefa: Let not the lambs fear the

wolves, after they are dead.  And do not you fear them that kill you,

and can do nothing (else) unto you, but fear Him who, after you are

dead, has power over soul and body, to cast them into the Gey-Hinnom of

fire.

11. On this account the Saviour says: 'Be you saved-<Save yourself>'

and your soul.

12. No man that is not tempted shall obtain the Kingdom of the Heavens.

13. A man that is not tempted is not approved.

14. The Saviour Himself says: He that is near Me, is near the fire. He

that is far from Me, is far from the Kingdom.

15. That which is weak shall be saved by means of that which is strong.

16. (concerning parables): My secret-<mystery> for Me and for the sons

of My house.

17. For we remember our Lord and Teacher, how He charged us saying: You

shall keep My secrets-<mysteries> for Me and for the sons of My house.

18. For He said: Many shall come in My Name, clad outwardly with sheep

skins, but within they are ravening wolves. And: There shall be

divisions-<schisms> and heresies.

                               VARIOUS

1. O you wretches; O you unfortunates; O you pretenders to the truth;

O you falsifiers of knowledge; O you sinners against the Spirit: can

you still bear to listen when it behooved you to speak from the first?

Can you still bear to sleep, when it behooved you to be awake from the

first so that the Kingdom of Heaven might receive you?  Verily I say

unto you, it is easier for a pure one to fall into defilement, and for

a man of light to fall into darkness, than for you to reign or not

reign.  {NOTE: Matt.7:18-19, 12:34, 23:33; Mark 1:5}  Apocryphon Of

James 9:24-10:6.

2. Blessed are those who are persecuted on account of righteousness,

for they will be called the children of God.  Or, as those who

transpose the Good-News-accounts say: Blessed are those who are

persecuted because of righteousness, for they will be perfect.  And:

Blessed are those who are persecuted on My account, for they will have

a place where they will not be persecuted.  Clement Alex., Strom.

4.6.41.2.

3. And] pray for you [enemies].  For he who is not [against you] is for

you.  [He who today is] far off will be [near you] tomorrow, and [...]

{NOTE: Matt.5:43-47, 7:12; Luke 6:27-35; Romans 12:14; 1Pet.3:9;

Didache 1:2-5; 2 Clem.13:4; Tobit 4:15 LXX}  Papyrus Oxyrhynchus 1224

fr 2 recto col.i.

4. Yeshua said: [Do not tell lies, and] do not do what you [hate].

Papyrus Oxyrhynchus 654.36-37.

5. ...especially remembering the words of The-Lord Yeshua which He

spoke when He was teaching gentleness and longsuffering.  For He spoke

thus: Be merciful, that you may obtain mercy, Forgive, that you may be

forgiven.  As you do, so shall it be done unto you.  As you give, so

shall it be given unto you.  As you judge, so shall you be judged.  As

you are kind, so shall kindness be shown you.  With what measure you

measure, it shall be measured to you.  1Clem.13:1-2.

6. ...coming to Him began to tempt Him with a question, saying: Master

Yeshua, we know that you are come from God, for the things which you do

testify above all the Prophets.  Tell us therefore - Is it lawful [?

to render] unto kings that which pertains to their rule?  [Shall we

render unto them], or not?  But Yeshua, knowing their thought, being

moved with indignation, said to them: Why do you call Me with your

mouth Teacher when you do not hear what I say?  Well did Isaiah

prophesy of you, saying: This people honours Me with their lips, but

their heart is far from Me, [teaching as their doctrines the] precepts

[of men]...  Papyrus Egerton 2 fr.2 recto.

7. But I answered and said to Him: Lord, we can obey you if you wish,

for we have forsaken our fathers and our mothers and our villages and

followed You.  Grant us not to be tempted by the devil, the evil one.

Apocryphon Of James 4:22-31.

8. The Savior [said]: The lamp [of the body] is the mind.  As long as

[the things inside] you are set in order, that is [...] ... your bodies

are [luminous].  As long as your hearts are [dark], the luminosity you

anticipate [...].  Dialogue Of The Savior 8.

9. Yeshua said: [Recognize what is in] your (sg.) sight, and [that

which is hidden] from you (sg.) will become plain [to you (sg.).  For

there is nothing] hidden which [will] not [become] manifest, nor buried

that [will not be raised].  Papyrus Oxyrhynchus 654.27-31.

10. Yeshua said: [Do not tell lies, and] do not do what you [hate, for

all things are plain in the sight] of truth.  [For nothing] hidden

[will not become manifest].  Papyrus Oxyrhynchus 654.36-40.

11. Yeshua said: That which you (sg.) hear in one of your (sg.) ears,

[proclaim...].  Papyrus Oxyrhynchus 1.41-42.

12. For the Lord says: Every way is My Name blasphemed among the

heathen.  And again: Woe unto him on whose account My Name is

blasphemed.  2Clem.13:2.

13. [Yeshua said, Do not be concerned] from morning [until evening and]

from evening [until] morning, neither [about] your [food] and what [you

will] eat, [nor] about [your clothing] and what you [will] wear.  [You

are far] better than [lilies] which [neither] card nor [spin].  As for

you, when you have no garment, what [will you put on]?  Who might add

to your stature?  He it is who will give you your cloak.  Papyrus

Oxyrhynchus 655 i 1-17.

14. Live in Messiah, and you will acquire a treasure in Heaven.  Do not

become a sausage (made) of many things which are useless, and do not

become a guide on behalf of your blind ignorance.  Teachings Of

Silvanus 88:15-22.

15. And Avraham saw two ways: the one way was narrow and tortuous and

the other was wide and spacious; <and he saw there two gates, one gate

wide> on the wide way and one gate narrow on the narrow way.  Outside

of the two gates there, they saw a man sitting on a golden throne ...

The incorporeal one said: This is Adam, the first created one ... When

he sees many souls being led through the narrow gate, then he rises up

and sits upon his throne rejoicing and being happy in gladness, for

this narrow gate is that of the righteous which leads to life and those

who enter through it go to paradise ... But whenever he sees many souls

being led through the wide gate, then he pulls out the hair on his head

and throws himself upon the earth weeping and mourning bitterly, for

the wide gate is that of the wicked, which leads to destruction and to

eternal punishment.  Testament Of Avraham (A) 11.

16. [Yeshua said]: The [man old in days] will not hesitate to ask [a

small child seven days old] about the place [of life, and] he will

[live].  For many who are [first] will become [last, and] the last will

be first, and [they will become one and the same].  Papyrus Oxyrhynchus

654.21-27.

17. The Prophet of the Truth said: Good things must come, and blessed,

(He said), is the one through whom they come.  Similarly, evil things

must come, but woe to the one through whom they come.  Ps.Clem.Hom.12.

29.1.

18. Yeshua said: [If] those who lead you [say to you, See], the Kingdom

is in the sky, then the birds of the sky [shall precede you.  If they

say that] it is under the earth, then the fish of the sea [shall enter

it, preceding] you.  And the [Kingdom of God] is inside of you, [and it

is outside of you.  Whoever] knows [himself] shall discover this.  [And

when you] come to know yourselves, [you shall realize that] you are

[sons] of the [living] Father. [But if you] will [not] know yourselves,

[you dwell] in [poverty] and it is you who are that poverty.  Papyrus

Oxyrhynchus 654.9-21.

19. For the Lord says in the Good-News:  If you did not guard that

which is small, who shall give you that which is great?  For I tell you

that he who is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in

that which is much.  2Clem.8:5.

        FRAGMENTS OF AN UNKNOWN GOSPEL (No later than 150 A.D.)

1.   Fragment 1: (And Yeshua said) to the lawyers: ... every

transgressor and lawless person, and not Me...what he does, how does he

it?  And turning unto the rulers of the people, He spoke this saying:

Search the Scriptures, in which you think you have life; these are they

which testify of Me.  Do not think that I came to accuse you to My

Father; there is one that accuseth you, even Moshe, in whom you trust.

And when they said: We know that God spoke unto Moshe; but as for You,

we know not where you are.  Yeshua answering said unto them: Now is

you unbelief accused... ...that they might draw (?) ... and having

taken up stones with one accord might stone Him; and the rulers laid

hands on Him that they might take Him, and deliver Him unto the

multitude; and they could not take Him, because the hour of His

betrayal was not yet come.  And the Lord Himself going forth out of

their hands conveyed Himself away from them.  And behold, a leper came

unto Him and said: Yeshua, Master; I journeying with lepers, and eating

with them in the inn, myself took leprosy.  Now if You will -I am made

clean.  Then said the Lord unto him: I will; be you clean.  And

immediately the leprosy departed from him.  And the Lord said unto him:

Go show thyself unto the cohanim/priests...

2.   Fragment 2: When they were come unto Him, they began questioning,

and tempted Him, saying: Yeshua, Master we know that you are come from

God; for those things which your doing, do testify above all the

Prophets; tell us therefore: Is it lawful to pay unto the kings what is

due unto the government? -Shall we pay them, or not?  Yeshua knowing

their mind, being moved with indignation, said unto them:  Why do you

with your mouth call Me Master, and you hear not what I say?  Well did

Yesha`yahu prophesy of you, saying: This people honoureth Me with their

lips, but their heart is far from Me; teaching the commandments of men

for doctrines.

     ...having closed (it?) up in a secret (?) place (?) ... it is

subjected (?) obscurely ... the weight thereof unweighed ... And when

they were perplexed at His strange question, Yeshua walked and stood

upon the bank of the river Yarden, and stretching forth His right hand

He (filled? it with seed?) and scattered (it) upon the .... And then

... water; ... and it (sprang up?) before them, and it brought forth

fruit....

 +===================================================================+

 | Following are sayings from: The Oxyrhynchus Sayings Of Yeshua.    |

 | These are on two papyri found at Oxyrhynchus by Messrs. Greenfell |

 | and Hunt.  Both papyri are mutilated.  Prof. H. G. Evelyn White   |

 | has shown good cause for believing both fragments belong to the   |

 | same collection, and believes that the Sayings are extracts from  |

 | the Good-News according to the Hebrews.                           |

 +===================================================================+

OXYRHYNCHUS PAPYRUS 654.

PROLOGUE: These are the (...) words which Yeshua that liveth and (...)

    spake to (...) and to T'oma.  And He said: (Whosoever heareth)

    these words shall not taste (of death).

i.  Let not him that seeketh cease (seeking till he) find, and when he

    findeth (he shall marvel, and) having marvelled he shall reign, and

    (having reigned) he shall rest.

      [We also find this quote given by Clement of Alexandria as being

      from the Good-News according to the Hebrews.]

ii.  [Restoration by: Lagrange. As in: 'Revue Biblique', 1922, p.432.]:

     (Y'hudah) saith: (Who then are they that) draw us (unto Heaven

     above, if) the Kingdom (is) in Heaven?  (Yeshua saith:) The fowls

     of the heaven, (the beasts and if there be) anything beneath the

     earth (or upon the earth, and) the fishes of the sea (are they

     that) draw you (unto God;) and the Kingdom (of Heaven) is within

     you (and whosoever) knoweth (God) shall find it: (for if you know

     Him) you shall know yourselves (and shall know that) you are

     (sons) of the Father that is (perfect: and likewise) you shall

     know yourselves (to be citizens in Heaven).  And you are the city

     (of God) -{or}- (that which affrighteth haSatan).

                 [He gives an alternative for lines 8-10]:

     is within you (and whosoever) knoweth (himself) shall find it.

     (Take pains therefore) to know yourselves, &c.

iii. A man shall not hesitate (having found?) to ask of (...)

     concerning the place of (...) for (you shall find?) that many

     (first shall be last and) the last first and they shall (...)

iv.  Yeshua saith (...) before thy face and (that which is hidden) from

     thee shall be revealed (to thee: for there is nothing) hid that

     shall not be manifested and buried that (shall not be found -{or}-

     raised up)

v.   (His Talmidim) questioned him (and) say: How shall we fast (and

     how shall ...) and how (shall we ...) and what shall we observe

     (...).  Yeshua saith (...) Do not do (...) of the truth (...)

     hidden (...) blessed is he (...)

OXYRHYNCHUS PAPYRUS 1:

vi.  And then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote which is in

     thy brother's eye.

vii. Yeshua saith: If you fast not from the world you shall not find

     the Kingdom of God, and if you keep not Shabbat for the whole

     week, you shall not see the Father.

viii.Yeshua saith: I stood in the midst of the world, and in flesh

     appeared I unto them: and I found all men drunken, and none did I

     find thirsting among them and my soul is afflicted for the sons of

     men, because they are blind in their heart and see not ...

                         [Bottom of column gone]

ix, col.2:    poverty

x.   (Yeshua saith) Wheresoever there are (two, they are not without)

     God: and where there is one alone I say I am with him.  Lift up

     the stone and there shall you find Me: cleave the wood, and I am

     there.

xi.  Yeshua saith: A Prophet is not acceptable in his own country, nor

     does a physician do cures upon them that know him.

xii. Yeshua saith: A city built upon the top of an high mountain and

     established can neither fall nor be hidden.

xiii.Yeshua saith: You hear with(in) your (one) ear (but the other you

     have closed). ...

              Additional Uncanonical Sayings of Yeshua:

1. THE LOGIA OF YESHUA (Grenfell and Hunt): Yeshua says: Except you

fast to the world, you shall in no wise find the Kingdom of Elohim/God;

and except you keep the Shabbat, you shall not see the Father.

2. QUOTATIONS, EARLY FATHERS (Barnabas): Let us resist all iniquity, and

hold it in hatred.  They who wish to see Me and lay hold of My Kingdom

must receive Me by affliction and suffering.

3. (From Origen and others): Ask great things, and the small shall be

added unto you; and ask Heavenly things, and the earthly shall be added

unto you.

4. (Cont.): For those that are sick I was sick, and for those that

hunger, I suffered hunger, and for those that thirst, I suffered

thirst.

5 (From Clement of Rome [Ep.II.]): Keep the flesh, and the seal

unspotted.

6. (Cont.): If you keep not that which is small, who will give you

that which is great? For I say unto you, that he that is faithful in

very little is faithful also in much.

7. (From Justin Martyr): In whatsoever I may find you, in this will I

also judge you.  Such as I may find you, I will judge you.

+=====================================================================+

|                 SAYINGS FROM THE FRAGMENTS OF PAPIAS:               |

| (Late 1st Cent. A.D. Taldim/disciple of the Emissary Yochanan/John) |

+=====================================================================+

1. This (Papias) is said to have promulgated the Jewish tradition of a

Millennium, and he is followed by Irenaeus, Apollinarius and the

others, who say that after the resurrection, the Lord shall reign in

the flesh with the saints. -(Jerome de vir. illust. 18.)

2. To some of them, clearly the angels which at first were holy, He

gave dominion also over the arrangement of the universe, and He

commissioned them to exercise their dominion well.

     But it so befel that their array came to nought; for the great

dragon, the old serpent, who is also called Satan and the devil, was

cast down, yea, and was cast down to the earth, he and his angels.

3. ...choice-foods (are) among the sources of delights in the

resurrection...

4. Apollinarius: "Judas did not die by hanging, but lived on, having

been cut down before he was suffocated.  And the Acts of the Apostles

show this, that... falling headlong he burst asunder in the midst, and

all his bowels gushed out. This fact is related more clearly by Papias,

the Talmid/disciple of Yochanan/John, in the fourth (book) of the

Exposition of the Oracles of the Lord as follows: Judas walked about in

this world a terrible example of impiety; his flesh swollen to such an

extent that, where a wagon can pass with ease, he was not able to pass,

no, not even the mass of his head merely.  They say that his eyelids

swelled to such an extent, that he could not see the light at all,

while as for his eyes they were not visible even by a physician looking

through an instrument, so far had they sunk from the surface..."

                     +==========================+

                     |THE RELIQUES OF THE ELDERS|

                     |(As preserved in Irenaeus)|

                     +==========================+

1. ...the precious stone, The Emerald, accounted of much worth, Is

shamed by artful mimicry in glass. ...Detect the craft so cunningly

devised. ...alloy of brass -is mixed with silver, who that is simple

-shall easily be able to assay?

2. A daring and shameless thing is a soul heated with empty air.

3. By the Elder and herald of the truth: You, idol-framer, Mark, and

portent-gazer, Skilled in the astrologer's and wizard's art,

Strengthening thereby the words of your false lore, Dazzling with signs

whoever your leading astray, Strange handiwork of God-defying power,

Such to perform your father Satan still, -Affords you might, by an

angelic power, Azazel; you, by the destroyer marked, Chosen forerunner

of the impious craft.

4. As was said by one who was before us, concerning all who in any way

deprave the things of God, and adulterate the truth: It is evil

mingling chalk in the milk of God.

5. As one of the ancients says: God, for His part, transferred the

curse unto the earth, that it might not continue in the man.

6. For God does all things in measure and order, and nothing with Him

wants measure, since nothing is un-numbered.  And well spoke he who

said that the Immeasurable Father Himself, was measured in the Son:

for the measure of the Father is the Son, since He even contains Him.

7. And therefore, he (the Elder) said: The Lord descended to the parts

under the earth, announcing to them also the Good News of His coming;

there being remission of sins for such as believe on Him.

8. We ought not therefore, said that Elder: to be proud, nor to

reproach the ancients, but ourselves to fear, lest perhaps, after the

knowledge of Messiah, if we do anything which pleases not God, we no

longer have remission of our sins, but find ourselves shut out of His

Kingdom.  And to this he referred to Sha'ul/Paul's saying; For if He

spared not, etc. [Rom. 11: 17, 21].

9. ...and at all that Yochanan/John the Lord's Talmid/disciple saw in

the Apocalypse...

10. By statements of this kind touching the ancients did that Elder

console us, and say that: concerning those faults, which the Scriptures

themselves have laid to the charge of Patriarchs and Prophets, we must

not reproach them, nor be like Ham, who scoffed at the disgrace of his

father, and fell into the curse; but we must give thanks to God for

them, inasmuch as their sins were forgiven them in the coming of our

Lord.  For that (his word it is) they gave thanks and exult in our

Salvation.

     But in respect of those things, for which the Scriptures reprove

them not, but simply state the facts, we must not, he said, become

accusers (for we are not more exact than God, nor can we be above our

Master), but look out for the typical meaning.  For none of all the

things, which are set down in the Scriptures, without definite censure,

is without its force.

11. In the same way also did that older Talmid/disciple of the

Emissaries/Apostles reason about the two Testaments: declaring that

both are indeed from One and the same God; and that there is no other

God, besides Him who made and formed us, nor any strength in their

argument, who say that this world of ours was made either by angels,

or by any kind of power, or by some other god.

12. For the word 'son', as a certain person also before us has said,

has two meanings: one is naturally such, as being born a son; while

another is counted for a son, because he is made such: notwithstanding

the difference between the born and the made.

13. Where then was the first man placed?  In paradise plainly as it is

written: and he was cast out from there into this world, owing to his

disobedience.  Wherefore also the Elders -Talmidim/disciples of the

Emissaries/Apostles, say that: those who were translated were

translated to that place (for paradise was prepared for righteous and

inspired men, to which place also the Emissary/Apostle Sha'ul/Paul was

carried and heard words unspeakable, to us at least in this present

life), and that they who are translated remain there until the end of

all things, preluding immortality.

14. For since by wood we lost Him, by wood again He was made manifest

unto all, showing forth the length and height and depth and breadth in

Himself; and as one of those who have gone before said, by the Divine

extension of His hands, gathering the two peoples together unto One

God.

15. As the Elders say: then also shall they which have been deemed

worthy of the abode in the Heavens go there, while others shall

enjoy the delight of paradise, and others again shall possess the

brightness of the city; for in every place the Saviour shall be seen,

according as they shall be worthy who see Him.  They say moreover, that

this is the distinction between the habitation of them that bring forth

a hundred-fold, and them that bring forth sixty-fold, and them that

bring forth thirty-fold; of whom the first shall be taken up into the

Heavens, and the second shall dwell in Paradise, and the third shall

inhabit the City; and that therefore our Lord has said: In My Father's

abode are many mansions; for all things are of God, Who giveth to all

their appropriate dwelling, (according as His Word says that allotment

is made unto all by the Father, according as each man is, or shall be,

worthy.  And this is the banqueting-table at which those shall recline

who are called to the marriage and take part in the Feast.) The Elders,

the Talmidim/disciples of the Emissaries/Apostles, say that this is the

arrangement and disposal of them that are being saved, and that they

advance by such steps, and ascend through the Ruach/Spirit to the Son,

and through the Son to the Father, the Son at length yielding His work

to the Father, as it is said also by the Emissary/Apostle: For He must

reign until He puts all enemies under His feet.-(Irenaeus V.36.1,2.)
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First Century Writings II
+=====================================================================+

| APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS - EARLY MESSIANIC-HEBRAIC SYNAGOGUE PRAYERS |

+---------------------------------------------------------------------+

|There is an ancient Greek work known as the Apostolic Constitutions. |

|Books Seven and Eight of this work contain the early liturgy of the  |

|Gentile Church with 16 prayers that certain scholars say date back to|

|the original Messianic Jewish Believers.  These prayers are submitted|

|here for your consideration. They contain some interpolations, and in|

|here a few of these, along with a few abridgements, will be replaced |

|in the prayers by a: *. This is a Messianic version of these prayers.|

|See: The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha / Edited by: James H.          |

|Charlesworth, (Vol.2 pgs. 671-697), for a very in depth treatment of |

|these ancient (Messianic) Synagogal prayers.                         |

+=====================================================================+

                                   I.

              A Prayer Of Thanksgiving Following Communion.

                          Apos. Const. 7.26.1-3

     (Then after the communion, you shall give thanks in this way:)

     We give thanks to you, O God and Father of Yeshua our Savior,

on behalf of Your Holy Name which You caused to encamp among us,

and on behalf of the knowledge and faith and love and immortality which

You gave to us through Yeshua Your  Son.

    O Master Almighty, the God of the universe, You created the world

and what is in it through Him; and You planted deeply in our souls a

Torah; and you prepared for men the things necessary for communion;

    You are the God of the holy and blameless ones, our  fathers Avraham

and Yitzchak and Ya`akov, Your faithful servants; the powerful Elohim,

the faithful and True One, without falsehood in Your promises; the One

Who sent forth upon earth Yeshua Your  Messiah, to live together  with

men as a Man, being Divine Word and man, and thoroughly to destroy

error.

                                   II.

    A Prayer Of Praise To Elohim, The Universal Savior And Fighter On

                      Behalf Of Avraham's Family.

                         Apos. Const. 7.33.2-7

    Our eternal Savior; Melech Elohim, Who alone is Almighty and

Adonai, the God of all beings, and God of our holy and blameless

fathers before us, the God of Avraham and Yitzchak and Ya`akov, the

merciful and compassionate, the patient and very merciful, to Whom

every heart is seen, appearing naked, and every hidden thought is

uncovered; to You the souls of righteous people cry out!

    Upon You the hopes of devout people have relied;  the Father of the

blameless, the Hearer of those who call upon You with honesty, the One

Who knows the petitions unspoken.

    For Your forethought  reaches as far as human inner  feelings, and

through the conscience You search each person's judgment, and in every

region of the inhabited earth, the incense that comes through prayer

and words is sent up to You.

    You are the One who appointed the present world as a race-course for

righteousness, and opened to everyone a gate of mercy, and showed to

every person, through implanted knowledge, and inborn judgment, and by

their responses to the Torah, how the possession of wealth is surely

not everlasting, the beauty of appearance is not ever-flowing, the

strength of power is easily dissolved, and surely everything is a

vapor, and vanity.

    But a conscience with undisguised faith endures, a dwelling-place

through the midst of the Heavens, rising up with Truth, it takes hold

by the right hand of the coming nourishment.

    At the same time, and before the promise of the regeneration is

present, the soul itself, exulting, is rejoiced.

    For  from the beginning of our  forefather Avraham's  laying claim to

the way of Truth, You led him by a vision, having taught  him what  at

any time this world is.

    And his faith traveled ahead of his knowledge, but  the Covenant was

the follower of his faith.

For you said,

    "I will make your seed like the stars of the heaven,

    and like the sand that is beside the edge of the sea."

But truly, having also given Yitzchak to him, and having known him to

be like that one in character, You were also called his God, having

said,

    "I will be your God, and of your seed after you."

And having placed our  father Ya`akov in Mesopotamia, having shown him

HaMashiach through Him You spoke, saying,

    "Look! I Am with you and I will increase you, and multiply you

    exceedingly."

And in this way You spoke to Moshe, Your faithful and holy servant, in

the Vision at the bush: < Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh YHVH >

    "I AM the Being; this is for Me an eternal Name, and a remembrance

    to generations of generations."

O Fighter on behalf of Avraham's family, blessed are You forever!

                                   III.

      A Prayer That Meditates Upon Elohim's Manifold Creative Power,

                Which Comes To Sinful Man In Redemption.

                          Apos. Const. 7.34.1-8

    Blessed art Thou, O YHVH, King of the ages, Who through Messiah

made everything, and through Him in the beginning ordered that which

was unprepared; who separated waters from waters with a firmament, and

put a lively wind in these; who settled the earth firmly, and stretched

out heaven, and ordered the exact arrangement of each one of the

creatures.

    For through Your commencement, O Master, order has beamed with joy;

while heaven, having been pitched like a vault, is adorned with stars,

for the sake of encouragement in the midst of the darkness; while light

and sun, for days and for fruits, came to birth; while moon, for

changing of times, increased and decreased, and night was named, and

day was kindly addressed; while a firmament was shown forth in the

midst of the abysses, and You said for the waters to be gathered

together, and for the dry land to appear; while the sea itself -- how

shall we describe it in full? -- which comes raging from the oceans,

yet runs back again from the sands, being hindered by Your command.

For You said, "By it shall her waves be shattered."  While for living

creatures, for small and for great, and for the voyaging of ships, You

made it.  Then earth grew green, engraved with all sorts of flowers,

and with an embroidery of different trees.  And the all-blazing

luminaries are nourishers of these, keeping without trespass the long

course, not deviating in any way from Your ordinance; but wherever You

may command, in this place they rise and set, for signs of seasons and

years, alternating for the assistance of mankind.  Thereafter were

prepared classes of differing living creatures; those found on dry

land, those living in water, those traversing the air, and amphibians.

And by the skilled Wisdom of Your forethought is given to each one the

appropriate providence. - For just as It was not exhausted in bringing

forth differing classes, neither has It neglected to make for each one

a different providence.

    And the goal of the creative work -- the rational living creature,

the world resident -- having given order by Your Wisdom, You created,

saying, "Let Us make man according to Our image and likeness;" having

declared him a (micro)cosom of the cosmos, having formed for him the

body out of the elements; and having prepared for him the soul out of

non-being, and having given to him fivefold perception, and having

placed over the perceptions a mind, the holder of the reins of the

soul.

    And in addition to all these things, O Master, YHVH, who can

worthily describe the movement of rain-producing clouds, the flashing

forth of lightning, the clashing of the thunders; for the supplying of

appropriate nourishment, and the blending of complex atmospheres?

    But when man was disobedient, You took away his deserved life.  You

did not make it disappear absolultely, but for a time, having put him

to sleep for a little while, by an oath You have call him forth to new

birth.  You have loosed the boundary of death, You Who are the Maker of

Life for the dead, through Yeshua HaMashiach, our hope!

                                   IV.

   A Prayer That Joins With All Nature In Praising The One And Only

                       Great And Merciful God.

                       Apos. Const. 7.35.1-10

    Great are You, O YHVH, Almighty One, and great is Your strength,

and of  Your understanding there is no numbering!

    O Creator, Savior  rich One in favors, long-sufferer, and supplier

of mercy, Who does not withdraw from the Salvation of Your creatures!

For by nature You are good; yet You spare those who are sinning,

summoning them to repentance, for Your warning is merciful!  For how

should we have withstood, having swift judgment demanded of us?  We

who, when being treated patiently, with difficulty refuse our weakness?

    The Heavens proclaimed Your might; and earth, though being shaken,

proclaimed Your firmness, being hung upon nothing!  The sea, surging

with waves, and shepherding a herd of countless living creatures, has

been shackled with sand, has shuddered at Your will, and compels all to

cry out:

        "How magnified are your works, O YHVH!  You made everything

        with Wisdom; the earth was filled with Your creating!"

And an army of angels breaking forth, and intellectual spirits say to

each one,

        "There is One Holy One!"

And holy S'raphim, together with the six-winged K'ruvim, singing to You

the triumphal song, with never-silent voices cry out:

        "Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh, YHVH Tzva'ot", the Heaven and the

        earth are full of Your glory!"

And the other throngs of the hosts, Archangels, thrones, dominions,

sovereignties, authorities, powers, crying out, say,

        "Blessed be the Glory of the YHVH from its place!"

But Israel, your earthly assembly out of the nations, competing with

the Heavenly powers by night and by day, with heart filled to the brim

and with a willing spirit sings,

        "The chariot of Elohim is ten thousands multiplied by thousands

        of thriving ones; YHVH is among them in Sinai, in the holy

        Place!"

    Heaven knows the One who raised it as a vault upon nothing, like a

stone cube, and united earth and water with each other, and poured out

air for keeping animals, and plaited together with this fire for warmth

and encouragement in darkness.

    The chorus of stars amazes, pointing out the One who numbered them,

and showing the One who named them.

    Living creatures point to the One who gave them life; trees point

to the One who produced them; as all things, having been made by Your

Word, suggest the Might of Your power.

    Wherefore also all men ought, from their very breasts, to send up

to You through Messiah the psalm on behalf of all, by reason of You who

hold Power over all things.  For You are the kind One in good deeds,

and One fond of giving with compassions, the only All-Mighty One!  For

when You desire, to be able is present with You.  For Your eternal

power even cools flames, and muzzles lions, and tames sea monsters, and

raises those who are sick, and overturns powers, and overthrows an army

of enemies and a people numbered for its arrogance.

    You are the One in Heaven, the One upon the earth, the One in the

sea, the One in the farthest  boundaries, bounded by nothing.  For  of

Your greatness there is no boundary.  For this Divine-saying is not

ours, Master, but Your servant's, (to Moshe - from You), saying,

        "And you shall know in your  hearts that your God is the YHVH,

        Elohim in Heaven above, and upon earth beneath, and there is no

        other beside Him!"

    For there is no god beside You alone, there is no Holy One beside

You; YHVH Elohim of knowledge, God of holy ones, Holy One above all holy

ones.  For those who have been made holy are under Your Hand.  You are

honored and exalted exceedingly; invisible by nature, unsearchable in

judgments, whose Life is in want of nothing. Unchangeable and unceasing

is Your continuance.  Untiring is Your activity.  Unlimited is Your

greatness.  Unfailing is Your beauty.  Unapproachable is Your dwelling-

place.  Unremovable is Your resting-place.  Without beginning is Your

knowledge.  Unchangeable is Your Truth.  Unmediated is Your work.

Unplotted against  is Your strength.  Without successor is Your

monarchy.  Unending is Your Kingdom.  Without adversary is Your might.

Great in number is Your army.  For You are the Father of wisdom, the

Creator, as cause, of the creative workmanship through a Mediator; the

Supplier of foresight; the Giver of Laws; the Fulfiller of needs; the

Punisher of the unGodly, and the Rewarder of the righteous; the God and

Father of HaMashiach, and The-Lord of those who are pious toward Him;

Whose promise is not deceptive, Whose judgment is without bribery,

Whose knowledge is never  faithless, Whose religion is never-ending,

Whose thanksgiving is everlasting; through Whom also the worship worthy

of You is owed by every reasonable and holy nature!

                                   V.

     A Prayer Praising Elohim For His Redemptive Deeds For Israel,

         And For The Institution Of Days Set Apart for Worship.

                         Apos. Const. 7.36.1-7

    O YHVH, Almighty One, You created the cosmos through Messiah, and

marked out a Shabbat day for a remembrance of this; because on it You

rested from the works of creation, in order to give attention to Your

own Torah.

    And You appointed Festivals for the gladdening of our souls, so

that we may come into remembrance of the Wisdom of Your creation; how

for us He submitted to birth, that birth through a woman; how He

appeared in this life, having demonstrated Himself in His immersion;

how He who appeared is Elohim and man; how He suffered for us with Your

consent, and how He died and arose by Your strength.

    Therefore, celebrating the Resurrection Festival *, we rejoice over

the One who indeed conquered death, having brought to light life and

immortality.  For by Him You brought the goyim to Yourself, for a

treasured people, * (together with) Israel, the friend of Elohim, who

sees Elohim. -

    - For You, O YHVH, have led out from the land of Egypt  even our

fathers; and You have rescued them out of an iron furnace, and out of

clay and making of bricks.  You redeemed them out of Pharaoh's hand,

and the hand of those under him.  And You  led them through the sea as

through dry land, and You bore with their manners in the wilderness

with manifold goodnesses.

    You gave to them a Torah, Ten Divine-announcements uttered by Your

Voice, and engraved by Your Hand.

    You commanded them to keep the Shabbat, not giving an excuse for

laziness, but rather an opportunity for reverence toward Elohim, for

knowledge of Your power, for hindrance of evil; as if having confined

them in a holy circumference, for the sake of teaching, for the

exultant  joy of the number seven.  Because of  this You appointed one

seven, and seven sevens, and a seventh month, and a seventh year; and

with this a year for forgiveness, each fifty-year cycle, so that men

might  have no excuse to pretend ignorance.  For this reason every

Shabbat You permitted them not to work, so that no one would desire to

let drop from his mouth a word spoken in anger on the day of the

Shabbat.

    For the Shabbat is a rest from creation, a completion of the

cosmos, a seeking out of Laws, thankful praise to Elohim on behalf of

those things which He has freely given to men.

    * (And this) showing forth: the Mediator Himself, the Supervisor,

the Torah-Giver, the cause of resurrection, the Firstborn of all

creation, the Divine Word - and a Man, the One born of Miryam alone,

without a husband; who lived Holily as a resident, Who was executed-on-

a-persecution-stake under Pontius Pilate, and having died, is also (the

One) having arisen from (the) dead.

    * (From this) it advises us to offer  to You, O Master, thanksgiving

on behalf of everything.  For this is the grace which has been

furnished by You, which by its magnitude overlaid loftily every other

good mitzvah!

                                   VI.

   A Prayer Of Invocation, Calling Upon Elohim, Who Has Always Accepted

     The Worship Of His People, To Accept The Present Prayers Of His

                                New People.

                           Apos. Const. 7.37.1-5

    O You who have fulfilled the promises which were given through the

Prophets, and have had mercy on Tziyon, and have had pity on

Yerushalayim, by Your  having exalted the throne of David, Your servant,

in her midst, by the birth of HaMashiach, the One who, according to

flesh, was of his seed, having been born of a virgin alone; -

    - Now also, Yourself, O Master Elohim, accept the entreaties on the

lips of Your people, who have come out of the nations, who call upon

You in truth, even as You received the gifts of the righteous in their

generations:

    Hevel, especially -- You beheld and accepted his sacrifice,

    Noach, when he had come out of the ark;

    Avraham, after his coming out from the land of the Kasda'in;

    Yitzchak, at the well of the oath;

    Ya`akov, in Beit-el;

    Moshe, in the wilderness;

    Aharon, in the midst of the living and of those who had died;

    Y'hoshua the son of Nun in Gilgal;

    Gid`on, upon the rock, and the fleeces, before his sin;

    Manoach -- and of his wife -- in the field;

    Shimshon, in his thirst before his error;

    Yiftach, in the war, before his unwise promise;

    Baraq and Devora, in the days of Sisera;

    Shmu'el, in Mitspa;

    David on the threshing floor of Ornan the Yevusite;

    Shlomo in Giv`on and in Yerushalayim;

    Eliyahu in Mount Karmel;

    Elisha at the barren fountain;

    Y'hoshafat in the war;

    Chizkiyahu in sickness, and concerning Sancheriv;

    Menashshe in the land of the Kasda'in after his offence;

    Yoshiyahu at Pesach;

    `Ezra in the return;

    Dani'el in the hole of the lions;

    Yonah in the belly of the whale;

    The three children in a furnace of fire;

    Channa in the tent before the ark;

    Nechemya at the raising up of the walls; and of Z'rubavel;

    Mattityahu and his sons in your zeal;

    Ya`el in praises.

And now, therefore, receive the prayers of Your people, offered up with

full knowledge to You through Messiah in The Ruach!

                                   VII.

      A Prayer Of Thanksgiving To Elohim For His Continuing Acts Of

 Redemption In The Past, And Now In Messiah; And For His Manifold Gifts

                       To Man, The Rational Being.

                          Apos. Const. 7.38.1-8

    We give thanks to You for all things, O Master Almighty, because

You have not forsaken us with Your mercies and Your compassions; but

generation after generation You save, rescue, secure, and shelter.

    For You secured people in the days of Enosh and Chanoch,

    in the days of Moshe and Y'hoshua,

    in the days of the Judges,

    in the days of Shmu'el and Eliyahu and of the Prophets,

    in the days of David and of the Kings,

    in the days of Ester and Mordekhay,

    in the days of Yehudit,

    in the days of Y'hudah Makkabi, and of his brothers.

And in our days You secured us through Your great Cohen HaGadol, Yeshua

HaMashiach, Your  Son.

    For even from the sword He rescued, and from famine He delivered,

having maintained us; from disease He healed, and from an evil tongue

He sheltered us.  For all things we give thanks to You through Messiah,

to You Who even have given us an articulate voice for confession of

gratitude, and have undergirded it with a harmonious tongue, in the

manner of a lyre, like a musical instrument; and a useful sense of

taste, and a corresponding sense of touch, and vision for sight, and

hearing for sound, and a sense of smelling for vapors, and hands for

work, and feet for travel.  And all these things you have formed out of

a little drop in a womb, and after the shaping, you freely give

immortal life, and you bring forward into light the rational being, the

man. -

    - With Laws, you have taught  him; with just ordinances, you have

cleansed him; bringing on dissolution for a little while, You have

promised the resurrection! -

    - Therefore indeed, what  manner of life is fully able, and how

great  length of ages will be sufficient for men for thanksgiving?  To

do so worthily would be impossible, but to do so according to our

ability is holy.  For you have rescued us from the unGodliness of many

gods, * You have set us free from the ignorance that has gone astray.

    You have sent forth HaMashiach to men as a Man, being uniquely born

Elohim; You have caused the Comforter to live in us;

    You have set up angels over us; You have dishonored the false-

accuser.

    (From our) not being, You have made (us); (we then) having become,

You watch over (us), You measure out life; You supply nourishment; You

have promised repentance.

    On behalf of all things, to You be the glory and the reverential

awe, through Yeshua HaMashiach, now and always, and into the ages.

Amaine.

                                   VIII.

                       Instruction For New Believers

                          Apos. Const. 7.39.2-4

    Let the one who is to be instructed regarding the teaching of

reverent-observance be taught before immersion: knowledge concerning

the Eternal Elohim (while) understanding concerning the only begotten

Son, and full assurance concerning Ruach HaKodesh.

    Let him learn the order of the several parts of creation, the

sequence of providence, the judgment seats of different legislation,

why the world came to be and why man was appointed a world resident.

    Let him understand his own nature, of what sort it is.

    Let him be educated in how Elohim punished the wicked by water and

fire, and glorified the sanctified-ones in each generation: I mean

Shet, Enosh, Chanoch, Noach, Avraham and his descendants, Malki-Tzedek,

Iyov, Moshe, both Y'hoshua and Kalev, Phinechas the Cohen, and the holy

ones in each generation.  And how Elohim, though He foresaw, did not

abandon the family of men, but summoned them at various times from

error and folly into the understanding of Truth, leading them from

servitude and irreverence into freedom and reverent-observance, from

Lawlessness into righteousness, from eternal death into everlasting

Life.

    Let the one who offers himself learn during his instruction these

things and those (things) that are related to them.

                                   IX.

A Prayer Of Praise To Elohim For His Greatness, And For His Appointment

                        Of Leaders For His People.

                           Apos. Const. 8.5.1-4

        The One who is, Master, YHVH, Elohim the Almighty; the only

One without origin and without a king; the One Who is forever, and Who

exists before the ages; the One needing nothing in any way, and greater

than every cause and origin; the only true One, the only wise One; the

One who is alone Most High; the One who is by nature invisible; Whose

knowledge is without beginning; the only good One, and incomparable

One; the One who knows all things before their origin; the Knower of

the hidden things, the unapproachable One, the One without a master;

the God and Father of Your only Son, our God and Savior, the Maker of

the whole universe through Him; the Administrator, the Guardian, the

Father of mercies, and God of all consolation, the One who dwells in

the heights, and Who observes humble things; You are the One Who gave

standards for the Assembly, through the appearance in flesh of Your

Messiah, subject  to the witness by the Comforter, through Your

Emissaries and through us Overseers who by Your grace are present.

    You are the One Who marked out beforehand, from the beginning,

    Cohanim for governing over Your people;

    Hevel at first,

    Shet and Enosh and Chanoch and Noach, and Malki-Tzedek and Iyov;

    the One who showed forth Avraham, and the other Patriarchs,

    together with Your faithful servants Moshe and Aharon,

    and El`azar and Phinechas;

    the One who prepared beforehand from among them rulers and Cohanim

    in the Tent Of The Testimony;

    the One choosing for Yourself Shmu'el, to be a Cohen and a Prophet;

    the One who did not forsake Your Sanctuary without public services;

    the One who was pleased to be glorified by those You have chosen.

                                   X.

                A Prayer On Behalf Of The New Believers.

                         Apos. Const. 8.6.5-8

    Let us all earnestly entreat Elohim on behalf of the new Believers:

that  the One who is good and loves mankind will kindly hear their

prayers; and having received their supplication, that He may assist

them and grant them for their good the requests of their hearts; that

He may reveal to them the Good-News of His Messiah.

    Illumine them, and give them understanding, educate them in the

knowledge of Elohim, teach them His ordinances and judgments, implant

in them His pure and saving (reverent)fear, open the ears of their

hearts to engage in His Torah day and night; and that He may establish

them in reverent-observance, unify and number  them among His holy

flock, grant  them (the) washing of regeneration, the garment of

incorruption, (and) real life; and that He may save them from all

irreverence, and give place to no adversary against them; and that He

may cleanse them from all pollution of flesh and spirit, and dwell in

them, and walk (among them) through His Messiah, and bless their

comings in, and their goings out, and guide their affairs for their

good.

    Let us still earnestly supplicate for them that, obtaining

remission of their trespasses through entering, they may be deemed

worthy of the holy mysteries, and of remaining constantly with the

sanctified-ones.

    Arise, new Believers, request  the shalom of Elohim through His

Messiah, that  the day be peaceable and free from sin, even the entire

time of your life, that your end be (finding you) Messianic, that

Elohim be gracious and kind, (that Elohim grant) the forgiveness of

trespasses.

    Dedicate yourselves to the only Eternal God through His Messiah.

    Bow down and receive a blessing.

                                   XI.

         A Prayer Of Entreaty For Elohim's Mercy Upon The Repentant

                           Apos. Const. 8.9.8f

    O Almighty Elohim, Eternal One, Master of the whole universe,

Creator and President of everything,

    the one who showed forth man as a (micro)cosmo of the cosmos

through Messiah, and who gave an implanted and Written Torah to him,

so that he might live Lawfully as a rational being, and when he had

sinned, (You) gave him Your goodness, as a pledge to lead him to

repentance;

    look upon those who have bent the neck of their soul and body to

You, because He does not desire the death of the sinner, but his

repentance, so that he might turn back from his way of evil, and live!

    (You are) the One who accepted the repentance of the Ninevites; the

One desiring all men to be saved, and to come to a knowledge of Truth;

the One who accepted the son who had consumed his life's savings with

loose living, with Fatherly feelings because of his repentance.  Also

now Yourself receive from Your supplicants their change of mind; for

there is no one who will not sin against You. - For, if You, YHVH,

should watch Lawlessness closely, YHVH, who could stand his ground?

    Because with You there is the means for taking away sin!

                                   XII.

 A Prayer Of Praise To Elohim, Rehearsing The Grounds In Redemption And

     In Creation Which Make Praise So Fitting For Elohim's Redeemed

                              Creature, Man

                          Apos. Const. 8.12.6-27

    It is truly worthy and right before all things to sing a psalm to

You, the One Who is Truly God; the One Who is before things that have

been made; from whom every family in Heaven and upon earth is named;

the only One without origin, and without a beginning; and not ruled by

a king, and without a master; the One not in want; the Supplier of

every good (thing); the One far exceeding every cause and origin; the

One always the same, and holding just so; from whom are all things,

just as from some starting-point, it came in order to be.

    For You are the knowledge without beginning; the eternal vision;

the hearing without origin; the wisdom without teaching; the First by

nature, and only One in being, and far exceeding every number; the One

Who brought everything into being out of non-being, through Your only

Son, * a Divine Word, a living Wisdom, a Firstborn of all creation,

(The) Angel of Your great purpose, Your Cohen HaGadol; both King and

Lord of all intelligible and perceptible nature, the One before all

things, through Whom are all things!  For You, O eternal Elohim, have

make all things through Him, and through Him by suitable foreknowledge

You design everything.  For through Him You freely gave being, (and)

through Him also You gave well-being.  (You are) the God and Father of

Your only Son, who through Him before all things made the K'ruvim and

the S'raphim, both ages and (Heavenly) hosts, both powers and

authorities, both rulers and thrones, both Archangels and angels; and

after all these, having made through Him this world that is seen, and

everything in it.

    For You are the One who placed the heaven like a vaulted arch, and

like a screen stretched it out; and founded the earth upon nothing, by

judgment alone; the One who fixed a firmament, and prepared night and

day; the One who brought light out of the treasuries, and at the

contraction of this (light), the One who brought the darkness for rest

for the living creatures moving about in the world; the One who

appointed the sun for rule (over) the day in heaven, and the moon for

rule (over) the night, and engraved the choir of the stars in heaven,

for praise of your splendor; the One who made water for drinking and

cleansing, lively air for breathing in and breathing out, and for

uttering of a voice, the air having been struck by a tongue, and (the

sense of) hearing, working together under it, so as to hear, taking in

the speech falling upon it; the One who made fire for encouragement

(in) darkness, for satisfaction of want, and for us to be warmed and

enlightened by it; the One who separated the great sea from the land,

who indeed declared the one for navigation, and made the other passable

for  feet; Who filled the one with living creatures, small and great,

and filled up the other with tame animals and untamed; having encircled

(it) with manifold plants, and having crowned (it) with herbs, and

having beautified (it) with flowers, and having enriched (it) with

seeds; the One Who framed an abyss, and surrounded it with a great

hollow, seas of salt waters having been heaped up; the One Who by winds

sometimes raises it up to a crest, to become the height of mountains,

and sometimes spreads it out into a plain, and sometimes indeed driving

it mad with storm, and sometimes soothing it with a calm, so as to be

easy for crossing by seafaring sailors; the One who encircled with

rivers the world which came into being by You through Messiah, and

flooded it with mountain torrents, and drenched it with never-failing

springs, and bound it tightly all around with mountains, for an

unshakable foundation of a most steadfast earth.

    For You filled Your world, and divided and arranged it, with sweet-

smelling and healing herbs; with many and varied living creatures, with

strong ones and with weak ones, with edible ones and with productive

ones, with tame ones and with untamed ones; with hissings of serpents,

with screams of many-colored birds; with cycles of years, with numbers

of months and days; with arrangements of customs; with courses of rain-

producing clouds, for the generation of fruits, and the care of living

creatures; (and with) a balance of winds, blowing when they are ordered

by you; (and) the multitude of plants and herbs.

    And You not only made the world, but You also made the world

resident in it, declaring him (to be) a (micro)cosm of the cosmos.  For

You said by Your Wisdom,

    "Let us make man according to Our image, and according to (Our)

    likeness; and let them rule the fish of the sea, and the winged

    birds of the heaven."

Therefore also You have made him out of immortal soul, and out of a

body that may be scattered; the one indeed out of that which is not,

but  the other out of the four elements.  And You have indeed given to

him, with reference to the soul, rational discrimination, distinguishing

of reverent-observance and irreverence, observation of right and wrong. 

While with reference to the body, You have given (him) five senses, and

the movement involving change of place.

    For You, O Elohim Almighty, through Messiah, planted a Paradise in

Eden, eastward, with all manner of edible foods, in (proper) order;

and into it, as if into a very expensive home, You brought  him.  And

indeed, You have given to him an implanted Torah to do, so that from

himself, and by himself, he might have the seeds of divine knowledge.

So, having brought (him) into the Paradise of luxury, You allowed him

the right to partake of all things.

    But of only one thing did You refuse him the taste; in hope of

greater things, in order that, if he should keep the commandment, he

might receive immortality as a reward for this.  But, having cared

nothing for the commandment, and having tasted of the forbidden fruit,

by the trickery of a serpent, and by the counsel of a woman, You indeed

rightly thrust him out from Paradise.

    Yet in goodness, You did not overlook him who was perishing

forever, for he was Your work of art.  But, having subjected to him the

creation, You have given to him, through sweat and hard labors, to

provide by himself the nourishment for his own family, while you are

causing all things to grow, and to ripen.  And in time, having caused

him to fall asleep for a while, You called (him) by an oath to new

birth; having dissolved the boundaries of death, -

    - You promised Life by resurrection!

    And not only this; but also those who poured forth from him, to

become an innumerable multitude - those who continued with You, You

glorified, while those who separated from You, you punished.

And while indeed from Hevel, as from a devout man, You favorably

received a sacrifice; from the brother-murderer Kayin, You turned aside

the offering as from an accursed person.  And in addition to these, You

took hold of Shet and Enosh, and You translated Chanoch.

    For You are the Maker of man, and the supplier of life, and the

fulfiller of need, and the dispenser of Laws, and the rewarder of those

keeping them, and the avenger of those transgressing them; the One Who

brought the great flood on the world, because of the multitude of those

who lived Godlessly; and who delivered the righteous Noach from the

flood in an ark, together with eight souls; an end indeed of those who

have passed on, but a beginning of those about to be born.  (You are)

the One who kindled the fearful fire against the five cities of S'dom,

and turned a fruitful land into salt because of those living in it, and

snatched away pious Lot from the burning.

    You are the One who delivered Avraham from ancestral Godlessness,

and appointed him heir of the world, and showed to him Your Messiah;

The One who appointed Malki-Tzedek a Cohen haGadol in Your service; Who

declared Your much-enduring servant Iyov conqueror of the archevil

serpent; Who made Yitzchak a son of promise; (and) Ya`akov, father of

twelve sons; and You formed his descendants into a multitude; and Who

led (them) into Egypt, with seventy-five souls.  You, O YHVH, did not

neglect Yosef, but gave to him to rule over Egypt - a reward of the

self-control that You enable.  You, O YHVH, did not disregard the

Hebrews, being worn out by hard labor under the Egyptians.  But on

account of the promises (made) to the fathers, You delivered (them),

having punished the Egyptians.  And when men had corrupted the natural

law, and at one time, indeed, having esteemed the creation as happening

without cause, and at another time, having honored it more than is

right, comparing it to You, to the God of the universe; You did not

permit them to go astray, but showed forth Your holy servant Moshe,

having given though him the Written Torah, as an aid to the natural

(law).  And You showed the creation to be Your work, and (so) You

banished the polytheistic error.

    You glorified Aharon, and those who came after him, with priestly

honor; You punished the Hebrews when they sinned; (but) You received

those who returned (to You).  You exacted vengeance on the Egyptians

with ten plagues; You carried the Israelites across a sea, dividing it;

You destroyed the pursuing Egyptians under water; You sweetened bitter

water with wood; You poured forth water out of jagged rock; You rained

the manna out of Heaven, a mother-of-quail nourishment out of the air;

You comforted them with a Pillar of fire by night, for light, and a

Pillar of cloud by day, for shade; You showed forth Y'hoshua, the

soldier; You destroyed seven Canaanite nations through him; You tore in

two the Yarden; You dried up the rivers of overflowing; You broke down

walls without machines (of war), and without human hand.

    Glory is Yours, because of all these things, O Master, Almighty!

Innumerable armies of angels worship You - Archangels, thrones,

dominions, rulers, authorities, powers, eternal armies; the K'ruvim and

the six-winded S'raphim, with two covering up their feet, and with two

their heads, and with two flying; and saying together with thousands on

thousands of Archangels, and ten thousand times ten thousand angels,

incessantly and loudly crying out - and all the people together, let

them say –

KADOSH, KADOSH, KADOSH YHVH TZVA'OT, THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH ARE FULL

                            OF HIS GLORY!

                 (He) is blessed forever!  Amaine.

                                   XIII.

 A Prayer Of Praise And Benediction, Spoken By An Overseer At The Close

                         Of The Communion Service

                           Apos. Const. 8.15.7-9

    O Elohim, the Almighty, the True One and Incomparable One, - Who is

everywhere, and is present by all things; and (yet) Who is in nothing

as though being one certain thing; - the One who is not circumscribed

in places; the One who is not growing old in time; the One who does not

come to an end in the ages; the One who is not deceived by words; the

One who is not subject to origin; the One who does not need a guardian;

the One who is above corruption; the One who does not entertain change;

the One who by nature is unchangeable; the One who dwells in

unapproachable light; the One who is by nature invisible; the One who

is known by all those who with good will seek You with rational

natures; the One who is understood by those who with good will seek

after You; the God of Israel, the one Truly seeing, Your people who

have believed in Messiah:

    being gracious, attend to me on account of Your Name, and bless

those who have bended low their necks before You, and give to them the

requests of their hearts - the things that are profitable - and do not

make one of them a castaway from Your Kingdom, but consecrate them,

guard, shelter, assist, deliver them from the stranger, from every

enemy; preserve their homes, guard their goings in and goings out!

    Because to You (belong) glory, praise, splendor, reverence, (and)

worship; and to Your Servant Yeshua, to Your Messiah, to our Lord, both

God and King; and to Ruach HaKodesh; now, and always, and into the ages

of the ages.  Amaine.

                                   XIV.

         A Portion Of A Prayer Prayed At The Ordination Of Elders

                            Apos. Const. 8.16.3

    O YHVH, Almighty, our God, who through Messiah made everything,

and through Him provides for everything appropriately; for to the One

having power to make differing things, to this One belongs power also

to provide in differing ways; for through Him, O Elohim, You indeed

provide for those who are immortal in a place of security, a mansion;

while for those who are mortal, (You provide) in successive ways, for

the soul by meditation upon Laws, for the body by the satisfaction of

wants.

    Now also Yourself, look upon Your holy Assembly and increase it;

and multiply those leading it; and give power so that they may work

hard in word and in deed, for the building up of your people!

                                   XV.

             A Prayer To Accompany The Offering Of Firstfruits

                         Apos. Const. 8.40.2-4

    We give thanks to You, O YHVH Almighty, Maker and Superintendent of

the universe, through Your only Son, Yeshua Messiah, our Lord, for the

Firstfruit offerings to You, not such as we ought (to give), but such

as we are able (to give).  For who among men is able to give thanks to

You  worthily, on behalf of the things You have given to them for

partaking in?

    O God of Avraham, and Yitzchak, and Ya`akov, and of all the holy

ones, the One who brought all things to perfection through Your Word,

and commanded the earth to produce all manner of fruits for our

gladdening and food; who gave forage for the duller and sheepish

(creatures): foliage for those eating grass, and to some, indeed, raw

meat, while to some, seeds; yet to us, grain, the useful and

appropriate food and various other things - some indeed, for (our) use,

while others for (our) health, still others for (our) enjoyment.

    For all these things, therefore, You are praised (in psalms), for

Your good deeds to all through Messiah, with Whom to You be glory,

honor, and awe; and to Ruach HaKodesh, forever.  Amaine.

                                   XVI.

                        Funeral Prayer For The Dead

                           Apos. Const. 8.41.2-5

    And on behalf of those our brothers who are at rest in Messiah, *

sent into the embrace of Avraham, and Yitzchak, and Ya`akov, with all

those from of old who were well pleasing, and who did His will; where

pain and grief and moaning have fled away.  Let us arise! Let us commit

ourselves, and one another, to the eternal Elohim, through the Word

(which was) in the beginning!

    And let the Overseer say, O You Who are by nature immortal and

unending, through Whom everything immortal and mortal has come into

being; Who with artistic skill made this rational living being, man,

the mortal world resident, and Who promised resurrection; and did not

permit Chanoch and Eliyahu to experience death, the God of Avraham, and

Yitzchak, and Ya`akov, not as of the dead, but as God of the living,

are You.  Because, with You, all souls are alive, and the spirits of

the righteous are in Your Hand, whom anguish will not touch.  For all

those who are set apart are under Your hand.

    Also now Yourself, look upon this Your servant, whom You have

chosen, and received into another sphere; * in the embrace of the

Patriarchs, and the Prophets, and the Emissaries, and of all those who

from of old were pleasing to You; where there cannot be grief, and

pain, and moaning, but a free place of Godly ones, and a land of

upright ones, set up for You, and for those in it who see the glory of

Your Messiah; with Whom to You be glory, honor, and awe, thanksgiving

and worship, and to Ruach HaKodesh, forever.  Amaine.
   +================================================================+

   | Following are some of the Messianic Jewish interpolations (and |

   | general quotations) from the Sibyline Oracles from as early as |

   | the first century A.D.. The Sibyline Oracles themselves    |

   | were written around the 2nd century B.C.                       |

   +================================================================+

Sib. Or. Book V, vv. 256-259:

     And one chief Man shall come again from the sky, who stretched

     forth His hands upon the fruitful tree, the best of the Hebrew,

     who once shall stay the sun in its course, calling upon it with

     fair speech and Holy lips.

Sib. Or. (Lactantius):

     And there shall be a rising again of the dead; and the course of

     the lame shall be swift, and the deaf shall hear, and the blind

     shall see and the dumb shall speak.

Sib. Or. Lactantins P.10 s.:

     Know Him as your God, Who is the Son of God.

Sib. Or. (B.C. 117, 184):

     And they shall inflict on God blows with impure hands, and with

     polluted mouths they shall send forth polluted spittle and He

     shall then absolutely give His Holy back to stripes.

Sib. Or. (B.C. 117, 184):

     And being beaten He shall be silent lest any one should know what

     The Word is, or whence it came, that it may speak with mortals;

     and He shall wear the Crown of thorns.

Sib Or. (Erythrae):

     Behold the King shall come through the ages, sent to be here in

     the flesh, and judge at the end of the world ..... Seated before

     Him are souls in the flesh for His judgement.

Sib. Or.:

     And after sleeping three days, He shall put an end to the fate of

     death; and then releasing Himself from the dead, He shall come to

     light, first showing to the 'called ones' the beginning of the

     Resurrection.

Sib. Or. (See: Jewish Encyclopedia):

     Rolling along the heavens I will open the caverns of the earth;

     and then I will raise the dead, loosing fate and the sting of

     death, and afterwards I will call them into Judgement.

       Dead Sea Scroll MMT - Miqsat Ma'ase HaTorah


   as reconstruted by Elisha Qimron and John Strugnell



      a(+/c+d)(=4Q394 8 iii{b}-iv)

48)  [For all the sons of Israel should beware] of any forbidden unions

49)  and be full of reverence for the sanctuary.   [And concerning] the

blind 50)  who cannot see so as to beware of all mixture and cannot see

a mixture that incurs 51) [reparation]-offering; 52) and concerning the

deaf  who have not heard the laws and the  judgements  and  the  purity

regulations,  and have not 53) heard the ordinances of Israel, since he

who  has not seen or heard 54)  does not know how to  obey  (the  law):

nevertheless  they have access to the sacred food.  55) And  concerning

liquid  streams: we are of the opinion that they are not 56)  pure, and

that  these streams do not act as a separative between impure  57)  and

pure  (liquids).  For the liquid of streams and (that)  of (the vessel)

which  receives them are alike,  (being) 58)  a single liquid.  And one

must  not let dogs enter the holy camp,  since they 59) may eat some of

the bones of the sanctuary while the flesh is (still) on them.  For 60)

Jerusalem is the camp of holiness, and is the place



(Fragments of Gospels, Etc. Page 29-30)

       From a leaf of a parchment book of the third century [A.D.]



    Oxyrhynchus Papyri Part V, 1908

And  straightway (the Saviour)  stood with his disciples  and  answered

him:  Art thou then clean,  that art here in the Temple?   He  answered

him:  I am clean,  for I have bathed myself in the pool of  David,  and

when I had gone down -into it- by the one ladder (stair),  I came up by

the  other: and I have looked upon these  holy  vessels.   The  Saviour

answered him and said:  Woe unto you, ye blind, that see not! Thou hast

bathed thyself in these waters that are poured forth, into which, night

and  day dogs and swine are cast:  and after thou hadst washed  thyself

didst  scour thine outer skin,  which the harlots also and  flute-girls

anoint and bathe and scour and beautify to (arose) desire in men*2, but

within it is (-or- they are) filled with scorpions and all evil.  But I

and my disciples, of whom thou sayest, that we are not washed have been

washed in living waters which came down from (God out of heaven).   But

woe unto them that (-wash the outside,  but within are unclean,- is Dr.

Swete's suggested supplement).

     *2 I am reminded of an addition in the Septuagint to the text of 1

     Kings  xxii. 38:  They washed (Ahab's)  chariot at the fountain of

     Samaria:  and the swine and the dogs licked up the blood,  and the

     harlots  washed themselves in the blood according to the  word  of

     the Lord which he spake.

Commentary:

Yochanan b. Zakki account to his pupils in Midrash Bamidbar Rabbah 19:8




  on Numbers 19:2

..."The  Holy One,  blessed be He,  merely says:  'I have laid down  my

statue,  I have issued a  decree.  You are not allowed to transgress My

decree;'  as  it is  written,  'This is the statue of the  Law.'"    At

this point the  Rabbi tells his pupils ..."By your life,  it is not the

dead that defiles, nor the water that purifies."



      Negative Torah Mitsvot #100




 Deuteronomy 23:18/{19}

Thou shalt not bring the hire of an harlot, or the price of a dog, into

the  house of the LORD thy God for any vow:  for even both these  [are]

abomination to the LORD thy God.



  New Testament - The Good-News according to




       Matthew 7:6

Give not that which is holy to dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before

swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend

you.

What  can be said then? That an immersion will not  cleanse?  For  even

though it will cleanse in part,  there will remain some of the impurity

in the water,  though hidden.  So the impurity of one who simply bathes

will not purify by ritural; yet the purposed act of desiring to enter a

mikvah  and become cleansed -- because one  has  become  clean  on  the

inside  -- will cause even the outside to become clean also.   The  act

then -or- the intent? The intent of the heart.   For the waters of this

world  are not as clean as the one who has become clean on the  inside;

nor can they ever clean as the Living Water that comes from the Heavens

and cleans a receptive vessel from the inside out.

Messianic Judaism Yeshiva Online wfc119

Messianic Siddur/Bencher - Prayer Book
EREV SHABBAT SERVICE:

The following is an Erev Shabbat Service, based upon 4,000 years of observance, and parts of it were in effect during Yeshua Messiah's century. This is a Messianic version.

1. After lighting the Shabbat lights:[at least 2 lit]:

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav uv'dahm Yeshua haMashiach, v'tsivanu, l'hadleek naer shel Shabbat.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us to kindle the Shabbat lights.

2.KIDDUSH, Blessing over the wine:

And it was evening and it was morning. The sixth day. The heavens and the earth, and all they contain, were completed. By the seventh day God had finished the work which He had been doing; and so God ceased from all of His work. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it because on it He ceased from all His work of creation. [Genesis] 

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, borae pree hagafen, Amaen. 

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Beloved of my soul, merciful Father, draw your servant towards You. Let your affection for him be sweeter than a honeycomb or any other delicacy. Reveal Yourself and spread over me, Beloved One, the shelter of Your peace. Let the earth sparkle with Your glory; we will rejoice and be happy with You. Be quick, Beloved, for the time has come, and favor us as in days of old. 

3. Ha-Motsee, [said before breaking the Shabbat bread]. 

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, ha-motsee lechem min ha-arets. Amaen. 

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who brings forth bread from the earth. 

4. Blessing over the meal. 

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam asher bidvaro ma'areev 'araveem. 

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who at Thy Word brings on the evenings. With wisdom You open the gates of heaven, and with understanding You change the times and cause the seasons to alternate. Thou arrangest the stars in their courses in the sky according to Thy will. Thou creat day and night; Thou roll away light before darkness, and darkness before light; Thou cause the day to pass and the night to come, and make the distinction between day and night. YHVH Ts'vaw-ot is Thy Name. 

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, borae meenay mazonot. Amaen. 

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Creator of various kinds of foods. 

5. AYSHET CHA-YIL, Blessing for the wife. 

A good wife who can find? She is more precious than corals. Her husband places his trust in her and only profits thereby. She brings him good, not harm all the days of her life... "Many women have excelled, but you outshine them all!" Grace is elusive and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears YHVH - she shall be praised. Give her credit for the fruit of her labors and let her achievements praise her at the gate. [From Pr.31]. 

6. Blessing the children: 

FOR SONS SAY... 

Y'simchah Elohim k'Efrieim v'chiM'nashe. 

God make you as Ephraim and Menasseh. 

FOR DAUGHTERS SAY... 

Y'simaech Eloheem k'Sarah Rivkah Rachael v'Lae-ah. 

God make you as Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah. 

7. AARONIC BLESSING [Num.6:24-26]: 

Y'-varech'-cha YHVH v'yish-marechah. Yaer YHVH panav aelchah veechu-nechah. Yisah YHVH panav aelechah v'ya-saem l'chah shalom. B'Shaem Yeshua HaMashiach, Sar HaShalom, Amaen. 

YHVH bless you and keep you. YHVH make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. YHVH lift up His contenance upon you, and give you peace. In the Name of the Prince of Peace, Yeshua the Messiah. Amen. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

NOTES: 

ON AARON KINDLING LIGHTS AT SUNSET...EX.30:8. 

ON CHALLAH BREAD...Reminds of Lev.24:5-8. 

ON SANCTIFIED BY HIS COMMANDMENTS...1 Thess.4:1-4. 

'CH' in Hebrew translituration pronounced as hard k, as in loCHness.

---------------------------------------------

SHABBAT MORNING MESSIANIC SYNAGOGUE SERVICE:

OPENING PRAYER:

.

SHABBAT PSALM:

.

OPENING OF THE ARK [ALL RISE]: 

[NU.10:35; PS.145:13; IS.2:3]

.

There is no God like Thee YHVH, and there are no deeds like Thine. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; Thy dominion endures throughout all generations. YHVH is King; YHVH was King; YHVH shall be King forever and ever. YHVH will give strength to His people; YHVH will bless His people with peace.

.

Father of compassion, do good with Zion according to Your will; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. For we trust in You alone, O King, God, exalted and uplifted, Master of the Worlds.

.

The Ark is opened: before the Torah is removed recite: .

When the Ark would travel, Moshe would say, Arise O YHVH, and let Your foes be scattered, let those who hate You flee from You. For from Zion the Torah will come forth and the world of YHVH from Jerusalem. Blessed is He who gave the Torah to His people Israel in His holiness.

.

Vie'hee bin'soah haAron viy'omair Moshe. Kumah YHVH v'afutzu ov'chah v'yanusu m'sanechah mepanechah. Kee Mitzeeon taetsae Torah oodvar Adonai miYerushalyim. Baruch shenatan Torah l'amo Yisrael bikdusah-toe.
.

SH'MA: [DEUT.6:4-9; 11:13-21; NUM. 15:37-41]

.

{LEADER RECITES}:

HEAR O ISRAEL, YHVH OUR-GOD, YHVH IS ONE. BLESSED BE THE NAME OF HIS GLORIOUS MAJESTY FOREVER AND EVER.

.

GREAT IS OUR LORD, HOLY IS HIS NAME.

DECLARE THE GREATNESS OF YHVH WITH ME, AND LET US EXALT HIS NAME TOGETHER.

.

{all sing}:

SH'MA YISRAEL YHVH ELOHAENU, YHVH ECHAD. BARUCH SHAEM K'VOD MAL-CHOO-TO L'OLAM VA'ED.

.

HEAR O ISRAEL, YHVH OUR-GOD YHVH IS ONE. AND YOU SHALL LOVE YHVH YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND ALL YOUR MIGHT. LET THESE MATTERS THAT I COMMAND YOU TODAY BE UPON YOUR HEART. TEACH THEM THOUROUGHLY TO YOUR CHILDREN AND SPEAK OF THEM WHILE YOU SIT IN YOUR HOME, WHILE YOU WALK ON THE WAY, WHEN YOU LIE DOWN, AND WHEN YOU RISE UP. BIND THEM AS A SIGN UPON YOUR ARM AND LET THEM BE A SIGN BETWEEN YOUR EYES. AND WRITE THEM ON THE DOORPOSTS OF YOUR HOUSE AND UPON YOUR GATES. 

.

AND IT WILL COME TO PASS THAT IF YOU CONTINUALLY HEARKEN TO MY COMMANDMENTS THAT I COMMAND YOU TODAY, TO LOVE YHVH YOUR GOD, AND TO SERVE HIM, WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL - THEN I WILL PROVIDE RAIN FOR YOUR LAND IN IT'S PROPER TIME, THE EARLY RAIN AND THE LATE RAINS, THAT YOU MAY GATHER IN YOUR GRAIN, YOUR WINE, AND YOUR OIL. I WILL PROVIDE GRASS IN YOUR FIELD FOR YOUR CATTLE AND YOU WILL EAT AND BE SATISFIED. BEWARE LEST YOUR HEART BE HARDENED AND YOU TURN ASTRAY AND SERVE GODS OF OTHERS AND BOW TO THEM. THEN THE WRATH OF THE LORD WILL BLAZE AGAINST YOU. HE WILL RESTRAIN THE HEAVEN SO THERE WILL BE NO RAIN AND THE GROUND WILL NOT YIELD IT'S PRODUCE. AND YOU WILL SWIFTLY BE BANISHED FROM THE GOOD LAND WHICH YHVH GIVES YOU. PLACE THESE WORDS OF MINE UPON YOUR HEART AND UPON YOUR SOUL; BIND THEM FOR A SIGN UPON YOUR ARM AND LET THEM BE A SIGN BETWEEN YOUR EYES. TEACH THEM TO YOUR CHILDREN, TO DISCUSS THEM, WHILE YOU SIT IN YOUR HOME, WHILE YOU WALK ON THE WAY, WHEN YOU RETIRE AND WHEN YOU ARISE. AND WRITE THEM ON THE DOORPOSTS OF YOUR HOUSE AND UPON YOUR GATES [MESUZA]. IN ORDER TO PROLONG YOUR DAYS AND THE DAYS OF YOUR CHILDREN UPON THE GROUND THAT YHVH HAS SWORN TO YOUR ANCESTORS TO GIVE THEM, LIKE THE DAYS OF THE HEAVEN ON THE EARTH. .

_AND YHVH SPOKE TO MOSHE SAYING; SPEAK TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND SAY TO THEM THAT THEY ARE TO MAKE THEMSELVES TZITZIS [FRINGES] ON THE CORNERS OF THEIR GARMENTS, THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS. AND THEY ARE TO PLACE UPON THE TZITZIS OF EACH CORNER A THREAD OF BLUE. AND IT SHALL BE A REMINDER FOR YOU, THAT YOU MAY SEE IT AND REMEMBER ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD AND PERFORM THEM; AND NOT EXPLORE AFTER YOUR HEART AND AFTER YOUR EYES AFTER WHICH YOU STRAY. SO THAT YOU MAY REMEMBER AND PERFORM ALL MY COMMANDMENTS; AND BE HOLY TO YOUR GOD. I AM YHVH, YOUR GOD, WHO HAS REMOVED YOU FROM THE LAND OF EGYPT TO BE A GOD TO YOU. I AM YHVH YOUR GOD - IT IS TRUE.

.

BLESSING OVER THE READING OF SCRIPTURE:

BARUCH YHVH HAHM-YORACH.

CONGREGATION RESPONDS:

BARUCH YHVH HAHM-YORACH L'-OLAM VAHED,

.

READER CONTINUES:

BARUCH YHVH HAHM-VORACH LE-OLAM VAH-ED, BARUCH ATAH YHVH, ELOHAENU MELECH HA-OLAM ASHER BA-CHAR BA-NUE MI-KOL HA-AMEEM V'NATAN LANUE ET TORATO, BARUCH ATAH YHVH,

.

READER & CONGREGATION TOGETHER

NOTAEN HA-TORAH. AMAEN.

.

READER:

Blessed be YHVH Who is blessed forever and ever. Bless YHVH Who is blessed.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who has chosen us from all peoples, and has given us Thy Torah. Blessed art Thou, O YHVH, giver of the Torah. Amen.

.

TORAH READING:

.

NEW COVENANT PORTION:

.

BLESSING OVER THE FINISHING OF THE READING OF SCRIPTURE: 
.

READER:

BARUCH ATAH YHVH, ELOHAENU MELECH HA-OLAM. ASHER NATAN LANUE TORAT EMET, V'CHAIYAEH OLAM NATAH B'TOCHAENU. BARUCH ATAH YHVH,

.

READER & CONGREGATION TOGETHER:

NOTAEN HA-TORAH; AMAEN.

.

READER:

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who has given us the Torah of Truth, and has planted everlasting Life in our midst. Blessed art Thou, O YHVH, giver of the Torah, Amen.

.

ALL RISE FOR THE PLACING OF THE TORAH IN THE ARK:

.

When the Ark rested Moshe would say: Return O YHVH, to the myriads of Israel's families. Arise, O YHVH, to Thy resting place, Thou and Thy glorious Ark. May Thy priests be clothed in righteousness; may Thy faithful followers shout for joy. For the sake of Thy servant David, reject not Thine anointed. I give you good instruction; forsake not My Torah; It is a Tree of Life to those who take hold of it, and happy are those who support it. It's ways are ways of pleasantness, and all it's paths are peace. Turn us to Thee, O YHVH, and let us return; renew our days as of old.

.

Aets chaiyeem hee lamachazeekeem bah, v'tom'cheha m'ooshar. D'racheha daer'chay noam v'chal n'teevoteha shalom. Hasheevaenu YHVH aelechah v'nashuva; chadaesh yamaynu k'kedem.

.

SH'MONAH ESREH [SILENT DEVOTION]:

.

WORSHIP IN MUSIC:

.

MESSAGE:

.

INVITATION AND PRAYER FOR NEEDS:

.

KIDDUSH:

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God King of the universe, that creates the fruit of the vine.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, that brings forth bread from the earth.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, that brings forth various kinds of foods.

.

BARUCH ATAH YHVH, ELOHAENU MELECH HA-OLAM BORAEH P'REE HA-GAFEN; AMAEN. BARUCH ATAH YHVH, ELOHAENU MELECH HA-OLAM HA-MOTZEE LECHEM MIN HA-ARETS; AMAEN.

BARUCH ATAH YHVH, ELOHAENU MELECH HA-OLAM BORAE MEENAY MAZONOT; AMAEN. .

Aaronic blessing: [NUM. 6:24-26]:

Y'-varech'-cha YHVH v'yish-marechah. Yaer YHVH panav aelechah veechu-nechah. Yisah YHVH panav aelechah v'ya-saem l'chah shalom. B'Shaem Yeshua HaMashiach, Sar HaShalom.

Amaen.

.

YHVH bless you and keep you. YHVH make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. YHVH lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. In the Name of the Prince of Peace, Yeshua the Messiah. Amen.

.

{MOURNER'S KADDISH & ADON OLAM LISTED ON FOLLOWING PAGES)

.

-End of Service-

.

Announcements:

.

Oneg:

{time of fellowship & refreshments}

.

MOURNER'S KADDISH:

Yitgadal v'yitkadash sh'may rabba b'al'ma di-v'rah chirootey, v'yamlich malchootey b'chay-yechohn uv'yomaechohn, uv'hayae d'chol bayt Yisrael, ba'agalah uvizman kareev, v-imroo amaen. Y'hay sh'mae rabba m'varach l'alam ool'al'mae alma-yah yit'barach v'yishtabach v'yitpa-aer v'yitromam v'yitnasae v'yithadar v'yitaleh v'yithalal sh'mae d'kud'shah b'reech hu l'aelah min kol birchatah v'sheeratah tush'b'chatah v'nechematah da'ameeran b'almah v'imroo, amaen. Y'hae sh'lamah rabba min sh'mayah v'chayim alaenu v'al kol Yisrael vimroo, amaen.

Oseh Shalom bimromav hu ya-aseh shalom alaenu v'al kol Yisrael v'imroo, amaen.

.

{Entire Congregation read together}:

Glorified and sanctified be God's great Name throughout the world which He has created according to His will. May He establish His kingdom in your lifetime and during your days, and within the life of the entire house of Israel, speedily and soon; and say Amen. May His great Name be blessed forever and to all eternity. Blessed and praised, glorified and exalted, extolled and honored, adored and lauded be the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He, beyond all blessings and hymns, praises and consolations that are ever _spoken in the world; and say, Amen. May there be abundant peace from Heaven, and life, for us and for all Israel; and say, Amen. He who creates peace in His celestial heights, may He create peace for us and for all Israel; and say, Amen.

.

ADON OLAM:

Adon Olam asher malach, b'terem kol y'tsir nivra. L'aet na-asah v'chef-tso kol, azai melech sh-mo nikra. V'acharae kichlot hakol, l'vado yimloch nora. V'hu hieyah v'hu hoveh, v'hu yih-yeh b'tifarah. V'hu echad ve-aen shae-nee, le-hamsheel lo l'hach-beerah. B'lee raesheet b'lee tachleet, ve-lo ha-oz ve-hahmisrah. V'hu aelee v'chai go-alee, v'tsur chevlee b'aet tsarah. V'hu nisee u-manos lee, m'nat kosi b'yom ekra. B'yado afkeed ruchee, b'aet eeshan v'a-eerah. V'-im ruchee ge-viyatee, Adonai lee v'lo irah.

.

Lord of the world, King supreme

Before all creation came to be

When by His will all things were wrought The name of our King was first made known.

.

And when this age shall cease to be 

He still shall reign in majesty 

He was, He is, and He will be 

All glorious eternally.

.

Incomparable, the Lord is One

No other can His nature share 

Without beginning, without an end 

Unto Him, all strength and majesty.

.

He is my living God who saves 

My rock when grief or sorrows fall 

My banner and my refuge strong 

My cup of life whenever I call.

.

And in His hand I place my soul 

Both when I sleep and when I wake 

And with my soul and body too 

God is with me, there is no fear. 

.

NOTE: This is one of several Messianic Shabbat Morning Synagogue Services, parts are 1000's of years old, and were in use during and before Yeshua's time.

-----------------------------------------------

SHABBAT EVENING / HAVDALAH SERVICE & COMMUNION:

On the conclusion of a Festival that falls on a week day, the first paragraph, and the blessings over the aromatic spices and the candlelight, are omitted.

Havdalah, marking the distinction between holy and profane, is chanted in the home after dark at the conclusion of the Sabbath or of a Festival while holding a cup of wine in the right hand, (filled to overflowing).

{Light Candle}

.

Hinae Ael Y'shu-atee, evtach v'lo efchad, kee ahzee v'zimrat Yah YHVH, vay-hee lee leeshua. Ush-avtem mieim b'sason mima-ie-nae ha-Y'shu-ah. la-YHVH ha-Y'shu-ah al amcha birchatecha sela. YHVH ts'va-ot imanu, misgav lanu Elohae Ya'akov sela. YHVH ts'va-ot, ashray adam botae-ach bach YHVH hoshee-ah, haMelech ya'anaenu v'yom koraenu. La-y'hudeem hai-tah orah v'simchah v'sason veekar. Kaen tih-yeh lanu. Kos Y'shu-ot esah, uv-shaem YHVH ekrah.

.

Behold, God is my Salvation, I trust and am not afraid; for the YHVH my God is my strength and song, and He is become my Salvation. Therefore with joy shall you draw water from the well of Salvation. Thine, O YHVH, is Salvation; Thy blessing be on Thy people. Selah. YHVH of hosts, be with us, God of Jacob, be our high refuge. Selah. YHVH of Hosts, happy is the man who trusts in Thee.  YHVH, Save us, may the King answer us on the day when we call.  The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor. So may it be with us. I will lift up the cup of Salvation and proclaim the Name of YHVH.

Lifting the glass of wine, but not drinking from it: {all sing}:

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, borae pree hagafen. 

.

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.

.

{Before savoring the aromatic spices leader says}:

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, borae meenay v'sameem.

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, who creates divers spices.

.

Holding the fingers in the light of plaited candle leader cont.:

{The three braided candle reminds us of YHVH Elohim, Three Lights, yet burning as One.}

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, borae m'orae ha-aesh.

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, who creates the lights of fire.

.

Pass the Spices; then leader continues... .

{Besides the sweetness of Shabbat, the spices also remind us of when the women went to Yeshua's tomb with spices, early on the first day of the week. [Luke 24:1]}

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, hamavdeel bayn kodesh l'chol, bayn or l'choshech bayn Yisrael la-ameem, bayn yom hashvee-ee l'shaeshet y'may ha-ma'aseh. Baruch Atah YHVH, hamavdeel bayn kodesh l'chol.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who makes a distinction between the holy and the profane, light and darkness, Israel and the nations, the seventh day and the six days of labor.  Blessed art Thou, YHVH who makes a distinction between holy and profane.

HA-MOTSEE:

{The rows/stripes of holes in the matsah, reminds us of,...by His stripes we are healed, and,...look on Me Whom they pierced; Is.53:5 & Zech.12:10}

{all sing}:

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, ha-motsee lechem, {matsah}, min ha-arets.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, who brings forth bread, {matsah}, from the earth.

THE LORD'S SUPPER:

The-Lord Yeshua on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread, [matsah], and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take eat, this is My Body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the same manner He also took the cup after supper saying, "This cup is the New Covenant in My Blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. "For as often as you eat this bread,[matsah], and drink this cup, you proclaim The-Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread,[matsah], or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and Blood of The-Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread,[matsah], and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the-Lord's body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. For if we should judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened by the-Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world. {From: 1 Cor.11:23-34} 

Prayer before Communion:

Pass the Matsah and the Wine:

{Put out flame in the spilt wine while saying...}

Yeshua, the Light of the world, poured out His Blood in atonement for us, and was buried in the bowels of the earth 3 days... He then rose early on the first day of the week, according to His Word.

{OPTIONAL: Leader lights one more candle & continues...}

{On Omer RaeSheet / First-Fruits: Leader lights one more candle & continues...}

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, ha-motsee ha-Or min ha-arets.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, who brings forth the Light from the earth.

{all sing}:

Behold, God is my Salvation [Yeshua], I will trust and will not be afraid, for the Lord my God is my strength and my song, He also has become my Salvation [Yeshua], for the Lord my God is my strength and my song, He also has become my Salvation [Yeshua]. Li, Li, Li.... .

{all sing}:

Hiney Mah Tov [Ps.133:1]

Hiney mah tov u-ma na-im, lai, lai, lai, lai, lai, lai, lai, lai, lai, lai.

{repeat}

Hiney mah tov u-ma na-im, Shevet achim gam yachad.

{repeat}

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell in unity.

DIDACHE:

{The following is from the Didache, or the Teaching Of The Apostles, a first century Congregational-manual:}

But as touching the communion thanksgiving give ye thanks thus.  First, as regards the cup:  We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for thy Holy Vine of Thy Son Yeshua; Thine is the glory for ever and ever.  Then as regards the broken bread: We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for the life and knowledge which Thou did make known unto us through Thy Son Yeshua; Thine is the glory for ever and ever.  As this broken bread was scattered upon the mountains and being gathered together became one, so may Thy Congregation be gathered together from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom; for Thine is the glory and the power through Yeshua HaMashiach for ever and ever.  But let no one eat or drink of this communion thanksgiving, but they have been immersed into the Name of the Lord; for concerning this also the Lord hath said: give not that which is holy to the dogs.

And after ye are satisfied thus give ye thanks:  We give Thee thanks, Holy Father, for Thy Holy Name, which Thou has made to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality, which Thou has made known unto us through Thy Son Yeshua; Thine is the glory for ever and ever.  Thou, Almighty Master, did create all things for Thy Name's sake, and did give food and drink and eternal life through Thy Son.  Before all things we give Thee thanks that Thou art powerful; Thine is the glory for ever and ever.  Remember Lord, Thy Congregation to deliver it together from the four winds - even the Congregation which has been sanctified - into Thy kingdom which Thou has prepared for it; for Thine is the power and the glory for ever and ever.  May grace come and may this world pass away.  Hosanna to the God of David.  If any man is holy, let him come; if any man is not, let him repent.  Maran Atha.  Amaine.  {But permit the prophets to offer thanksgiving as much as they desire.}

-*-

    The time prior (in the above) is the time spoken of in Scripture when the disciples met together to break bread in the evening, where Paul spoke till midnight.

It was the time when the 1st Century believers met for Havdalah, the closing of Shabbat. There is some speculation that first century Messianic Believers wrote part of this service as we now have it.

The time would be after sundown on Saturday, which according to the Jewish calendar, would be the beginning of the first day of the week, and the closing of the Shabbat. 

Shalom min Yeshua HaMashiach.

----------------------------------------------

MESSIANIC PESACH SEDER:

{abridged Passover Service}

.

Brechat Haner, Kindling Of Holy Day Candles:

{found in Erev Shabbat home service; but, substitute "festival/[yom tov]" for the word "Shabbat"].

.

Kiddush, First Cup:  The Cup Of Blessing:

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohanu Melech ha-olam borae pree hagafen.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine.

.

Urchatz, Washing Of The Hands:

Wash your hands but do not say the blessing.

.

Karpas, Dipping Of The Parsley:

{the head of the house takes some parsley or chervil, dips it into saltwater, and distributes it to all present saying...}

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Creator of the fruits of the earth.

.

Yachutz, Breaking Of The Middle Matzah:

{then he takes the middle Matzah and breaks it in two, leaves one half between the two whole ones and puts the other half under the cloth for the "Afikomen".}

.

Maggid, The Story Of Passover:

{he then elevates the dish containing the matzahs, and all at the table take hold thereof and say...}

This is the bread of affliction which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt; let all those who are hungry, enter and eat thereof; and all who are in distress, come and celebrate the Passover.  At present we celebrate it here, but next year we hope to celebrate it in the land of Israel.  This year we are servants here, but next year we hope to be freemen in the land of Israel.

.

Ma-Nishtanah, The Four Questions:

{fill the cups with wine the second time.  The youngest present then asks The Four Questions...}

Wherefore is this night distinguished from all other nights?  Any other night we may eat either unleavened or leavened bread, but on this night only unleavened bread; all other nights we may eat any species of herbs, but this night only bitter herbs; all other nights we do not dip even once, but on this night twice; all other nights we eat and drink either sitting or reclined, but on this night we all of us recline.

.

Makkot, The Second Cup:  The Cup Of Plagues:

These are the ten plagues, which the Most Holy, blessed be He, brought on the Egyptians in Egypt:

{As each of the 10 plagues is read, a drop of wine is poured from the cup.}

BLOOD

FLIES

VERMIN

FROGS

PESTILENCE

BOILS

HAIL

LOCUSTS

DARKNESS

SLAYING OF THE FIRST BORN

.

READ: EXODUS 12:1-14.

.

DAYENU

{We would have been satisfied}{everyone joins in singing of Dayenu}

.

If He had merely rescued us from Egypt, but had not punished the Egyptians.

DAYENU

If He had merely punished the Egyptians, but had not destroyed their gods.

DAYENU

If He had merely destroyed their gods, but had not slain their first born.

DAYENU

If He had merely slain their first born, but had not given us their

property.

DAYENU

If He had merely given us their property, but had not split the sea for us.

DAYENU

If He had merely split the sea for us, but had not brought us through on dry ground.

DAYENU

If He had merely brought us through on dry ground, but had not drowned our oppressors.

DAYENU

If He had merely drowned our oppressors, but had not supplied us in the

desert for forty years.

DAYENU

If He had merely supplied us in the desert for forty years, but had not fed us with manna.

DAYENU

If He had merely fed us with manna, but had not given us the Shabbat.

DAYENU

If He had merely given us the Shabbat, but had not brought us to Mount Sinai.

DAYENU

If He had merely brought us to Mount Sinai, but had not given us the Torah.

DAYENU

If He had merely given us the Torah, but had not brought us to the land of Israel.

DAYENU

If He had merely brought us to the land of Israel, but had not built us the Temple.

DAYENU

We would have been satisfied, it would have been enough.

.

THE HALLEL, The Praise:

{Psalms 113-114, responsive reading}

.

LEADER-113:1, ALL-113:2, LEADER-113:3, ALL-113:4-6,

LEADER-113:7-8, ALL-113:9, LEADER-114:1-2, ALL-114:3-6,

LEADER-114:7-8

.

The Second Cup Is Raised, And All Recite The Following:

.

Truly, we can say Hallelujah for the great redemption which Elohim has wrought on our behalf; redemption at a terrific price; in Egypt, the death of the firstborn. Redemption from sin, by the death of Elohim's Son.  "For Elohim so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

.

Kiddush over wine,

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam borae pree hagafen.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who creates the 

fruit of the vine.

.

RACHATZ, Washing Of The Hands:

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us concerning the washing of hands.

.

{Take the two whole matzahs and the broken one and say the following...}

.

HAMOTSI-{found in Erev Shabbat home Service}

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, that bringeth forth Bread from the earth.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us to eat unleaven bread.

.

MAZOR, Take Some Bitter Herbs:

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.

.

KORECH, Eating Of The Bitter Herbs With Charoseth:

{break the undermost matzah and distribute it with some bitter herbs}

Thus did Hillel during the existence of the Holy Temple:  he took unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and ate them together, in order to perform the Law, "With unleavened bread and bitter herbs shall they eat it." {Hillel sandwich}

.

SHULAN ORECH, The Passover Supper/meal.

.

TZAPHUN, The Eating Of The Afikomen: . {NOTE: Communion may be taken here:}

.

HA-GEULAH, The Third Cup, The Cup Of Redemption: {Kiddush}

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam borae pree hagafen. Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who creates the  fruit of the vine.

HALLEL, The Fourth Cup:  The Cup Of Praise: {fill fourth cup and recite: Psalms 118, responsive reading:}

LEADER: YHVH hath remembered us, He will bless us, He will bless the house of Aaron.  He will bless those who revere YHVH, the small as well as the great:  May YHVH increase you, more and more, you and your children.  Ye are blessed of YHVH, the Maker of heaven and earth.  The heavens are the heavens of YHVH, but the earth hath He given to the children of men.  The dead praise not YHVH, nor they who descend into the silent grave.  But we will bless YHVH, from henceforth until evermore.  HalleluYAH.

ALL:

Praise YHVH, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye people; For His mercy prevaileth over us, and the Truth of the Lord endureth forever.  HalleluYAH.

.

LEADER-Ps. 118-21-24, ALL-Ps. 118:26-27, LEADER-Ps. 118:28-29.

The Leader Of The Seder Continues:

.

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, for the wine, and for the fruit of the vine, and for the produce of the field, and for that desirable, good and spacious land which Thou granted our ancestors to inherit, to eat of its fruit, and be satisfied with its goodness.  Have compassion, O YHVH, our God, upon us, on Israel Thy people, upon Jerusalem, Thy city, on Zion, the residence of Thy glory, and upon the altar and Thy Temple; rebuild Jerusalem, Thy holy city, speedily in our days.  For all these things we thank You, in the Name of Your Son Yeshua the Messiah - and all would say Amen.

.

{ALL SAY...}

NEXT YEAR IN [NEW] JERUSALEM!

.

Singing Of Various Songs:

.

{Concerning this part of the service, it is written:  AND WHEN THEY HAD SUNG A HYMN, THEY WENT OUT UNTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. Matthew 26:30}

======

NOTES: The bread [matsah], may be blessed with the blessing of the Challah found in the Erev Shabbat Service, {on Bible net}. [Especially before Communion if you'd like].

The bitter-herbs are horse-radish.  You will also need parsley, and Charoseth {which is an apple/honey/nut mixture ground up},   A bone of a lamb-leg represents the lamb that was offered. This last can be on the center of the table to be explained only, [not eaten of course].  During the Passover meal, simply serve a meal, [but please no ham, Oy! :-)

And hopefully that briefly should do it.

Sorry for the lack of information on specifics.  And parts of this are 4,000 years old, and most of it over 2,000 years old.

Shalom shalom.

-----------------------------------------------

CHAG HA-MATSOT, OMER RAESHEET, SPHIRAT HA-OMER PESACH WEEK SERVICES:

Other Feasts of the week of Passover/Pesach Messianic Order of Services. [Abridged]....

.

1. OPENING PRAYER:

.

2. BLESSING OF THE HOLY DAY LIGHTS:

On Festivals, {before lighting Shabbat lights}: .

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav uv'dahm Yeshua HaMashiach, v'tsivanu l'hadleek naer shel yom tov.

Blessed are You, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who has made us holy by giving us His commandments, and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us to kindle the festival lights.

{first day Chag HaMatsot & Omer RaySheet read below}

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, she-he-cheynu, v'keey'manu, v'higee'anu la-z'man ha-zeh.

.

Blessed are You, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who has kept us in life and preserved us and enabled us to reach this time.

{first day Chag HaMatsot & Omer RaySheet read below}

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who hast granted us life and sustenance and permitted us to reach this season.

3. READINGS: 

       1st night  {Nisan 15th} - Pesach Seder Service:

       2nd night  {Erev  16th} - Lev.23:5-8   Matt.26:60 to 27:61,  

                                 Psalm22

       3rd night  {Nisan 17th} - Ex.12:14-36  Matt.27:62-66

       4th night  {Nisan 18th} - Ex.12:37 to 13:16

       5th night  {Nisan 19th} - Ex.13:17-22

       6th night  {Nisan 20th} - Ex.14:1-2

       7th night  {Nisan 21st} - Ex.14:13 to 15:21

4. BLESSINGS OF MATSOT, WINE, & THE OMER:

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who createst the fruit of the vine; and didst send Thy Son Yeshua to provide an atonement for us by His blood.

Blessed art Thou O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who bringest forth bread from the earth; and didst send Thy Son Yeshua, Who gave His body to be broken for our iniquity.

.

{Following Chag HaMatsot}

.

{On Omer Raesheet add blessing of the Omer}

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who createst the fruit of the earth; and didst send Thy Son Yeshua, Who after dying as an atonement for our sins, didst rise from the dead as the First-Fruits of the resurrection to be our Living Messiah. We thank Thee YHVH for the promise that just as He arose, we also shall be raised unto everlasting life, to be ever with the Lord.

.

{During Sphirat Ha'Omer add the following:}

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who hast sanctified by the blood of the Messiah, and commanded us concerning the counting of the Omer.

I am ready and prepared to perform the positive command concerning the counting of the Omer, as it is written in the Torah: "You shall count from the day following the Shabbat, from the day you brought the sheaf of the wave-offering, seven full weeks shall be counted; you shall count fifty days to the day following the seventh week." {Lev. 23:15-16}

{On The [Second] Day The Following Is Said:}

Today is the {second} day of the Omer.

Today commemorates the {second} day of Messiah's ministry on earth after His resurrection. Blessed art Thou, O YHVH, Who didst raise Thy Son Yeshua HaMashiach to be our Living Saviour.

.

5. SONGS OF PRAISE: Dayenu, Eliyahu, Melech Ozair, etc.

6. MEGILLA:

{Song of Songs read during Shabbat} 

----------------------------------------------

EREV-ROSH HA-SHANNAH SERVICES (TISHRI 1):

HOLY DAYS BEGIN AT SUNDOWN ON  PRECEDING DAY                       

ROSH HA-SHANAH/NEW YEARS.......Civil New Year; The blowing of the shofar

(Yom Truah), seen by some as the future event spoken of in 1Thess.4:13-18.

Erev Rosh HaShannah, Chag haTruah, Feast of Trumpets Messianic Service:

1. LIGHTING OF THE HOLY DAY LIGHTS:

{found in Erev Shabbat home service}

2. CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS: 

1. {Turn to section 3 of Erev Shabbat Synagogue Service} 

2. READINGS: Lev. 23:23-25 Psalms 81:1-4 

3. CONGREGATION SINGS: Adonai Sphatai 

4. O YHVH, open thou my lips that my mouth might declare Thy praise. Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, and God of our fathers; God of Abraham, God of Issac and God of Jacob; great, mighty, and revered God, sublime God, who bestowest loving kindness, and art Master of all things, Who hast graciously brought the Redeemer, Yeshua HaMashiach, to provide our atonement; and wilt bring Israel unto Thyself for Thy Holy Names sake. Thank You for life, O King Who delightest in life; thank You for inscribing us in the Lamb's book of life, through the sacrifice of Yeshua, the Lamb of God, Who taketh away the sin of the world. 

5. CONGREGATION SINGS: Melech Ozair. 

6. Thou sustainest the living with kindness and revivest the dead with great mercy; Thou support all who fall and heal the sick; Thou settest the captives free, and keepest faith with those who sleep in the dust. Who is like Thee YHVH of power? Who resembles Thee O King? Thou bringest death and restorest life, and causest Salvation to flourish. Thou art Holy and Thy Name is Holy, and holy beings praise Thee daily. Thou O YHVH our God, hast graciously given us this day of Remembrance, a day for the blowing of the shofar, a holy festival in remembrance of the exodus from Egypt, and of our future exodus from this world to be forever with the Lord. . 

7. READINGS: Num 10:1-3 I Thess.4:13-17 I Cor. 15:51-57 

8. Our God, and God of our fathers, may the remembrance of Messiah the son of David Thy servant ascend and come and be accepted before Thee for deliverance and happiness, for grace, kindness and mercy, for life and peace on this Day of Remembrance for Israel as it is for us. Draw Thy people Israel, and all peoples, unto Thyself through Yeshua HaMashiach, our Salvation, for Thou art a gracious and merciful God and King. BaShem Yeshua HaMashiach, Amen. . 3. SOUNDING THE SHOFAR, 

{Trumpet} 

1. CONGREGATION SINGS: Clap Your Hands 

2. READINGS: Ps. 47 

3. BLESSING: Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who hast sanctified by the blood of the Messiah, and commanded us to hear the sound of the Shofar. . CONGREGATION RECITES: May it be Thy will O YHVH our God, and God of our fathers to let the sounds that come forth from our shofar ascend before Thy throne in remembrance of Thy deliverance of Israel from Egypt, and of that future day when Thou shalt gather us unto Thyself. . 

4. RESPONSIVE READING: Happy are the people who know the trumpet-call! 

O YHVH, they walk in the light of Thy favor. In Thy Name they rejoice all the day long; 

Through Thy justice they are exalted. For Thou art their glorious strength; 

And through Thy favor our honor is high. Happy are those who dwell in Thy house; 

They are ever praising Thee. Happy are the people that are so situated; 

Happy are those people whose God is the YHVH. . 

5. All the living shall ever thank Thee and sincerely praise Thy Name O God, Who art always our Salvation and help. May it please Thee to bless Thy people Israel with peace at all times and at all hours. 

6. MESSAGE AND PRAYER: 

7. CONGREGATION SINGS: I Will Bless...,He Who Keepeth Israel 

8. CONGREGATION RECITES: 

L'shannah tovah tikawtaevu! May all be inscribed for a good year, even as those who are trusting in Yeshua haMashiach are inscribed for everlasting life. . 4. KIDDUSH: . Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who createst the fruit of the vine. Blessed art YHVH, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who hast chosen and exalted us above all nations, and hast sanctified us through the blood of the Messiah. Thou O YHVH hast graciously given us this Day of Remembrance, a day for the sounding of the Shofar, a Holy Festival in remembrance of the departure from Egypt and the coming departure from the earth as we are gathered unto Yeshua in clouds. Blessed art Thou O YHVH, King over all the earth, Who sanctifieth the Festival of Trumpets. . Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who bringest forth bread from the earth. . Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who createst the fruit of the tree. {Dipping apple in honey say:} May it be Thy will O YHVH our God and God of our fathers to grant us a happy and pleasant New Year.

.

Shalom 

~

[Rabbi T. Nassi on Rosh HaShannah]...the three-fold sound of the ram's horn which is sounded on Rosh Hashanah, is an emblem of the Three-fold nature of GOd.

While the shofar is being blown in some Synagogues on Rosh HaShannah the following remarkably significant prayer is offered:

Merciful and gracious God, I have sinned against Thee, and done that which is evil in Thy sight. Have mercy on me and forgive all my transgressions, trespasses and sins, through >Yehoshua< the Prince of His Presence. - In most prayer books of the present day this prayer is omitted.

Now, brothers, we want you to know the truth about those who have died; otherwise, you might become sad the way other people do who have nothing to hope for. For since we believe that Yeshua died and rose again, we also believe that in the same way God, through Yeshua, will take with Him those who have died. When we say this, we base it on the Lord's own Word: we who remain alive when the Lord comes will certainly not take precedence over those who have died. For The-Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a rousing cry, with a call from one of the ruling angels, and with God's shofar/{ram's horn}; those who died united with the Messiah will be the first to rise; then we who are left still alive will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we will always be with the Lord. So encourage each other with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18/JNT

----------------------------------------------

YOM KIPPUR SERVICES (Tishri 9-10):

TIMES FOR LIGHTING THE CANDELS & DATES OF HOLY DAYS: Shabbat and Festivals, Rosh ha-Shanah and Yom Kippur, are all welcomed into the home by the lighting of candles. According to custom at least two candles must be lit. The time for lighting the candles precedes sunset. The general custom is 18 minutes prior to sunset. Where local custom differs, as it may in Jerusalem, [40 min. before sunset], the appropriate adjustments should be made. The proper time to light candles for the second day of a Holy Day or for a Holy Day that begins at the conclusion of Shabbat, is after the conclusion of the first day of the Holy Day, or of Shabbat.

HOLY DAYS BEGIN AT SUNDOWN ON THE PRECEDING DAY:

.

YOM KIPPUR/DAY OF ATONEMENT............Some see also as the time spoken of in Jer. 30:7; Zech. 13:8-9; and Rom.11:26-27.

.

Yom Kippur - Messianic Service:

1. OPENING PRAYER:

2. LIGHTING THE ATONEMENT LIGHTS:

{from Evev Shabbat Home Service, but substitute...} .

...Day of Atonement.

.

{KOL NIDRE, Sung Three Times}

.

May we follow the instruction of Yeshua haMashiach, Who hast said, "Again you have heard that it has been said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall fulfill your vows to YHVH/The-LORD. "But I say to you, do not swear at all; neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes' and your 'No' 'No', For whatever is more than these is from the evil one." {Matthew 5:33-37}

3. CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS:

{From Ever Shabbat Synagogue Service}

LEADER:

{READ: Leviticus 23:26-32}

LEADER:

O YHVH/Lord our God and God of our fathers, we acknowledge to Thee that we are sinners.

We have acted treasonably, aggressively and slanderously; We have acted brazenly, viciously and fraudulently; We have acted wilfully, scornfully and obstinately; We have acted perniciously, disdainfully and erratically. .

Turning away from Thy good precepts and laws has not profited us. Thou art just in all that has come upon us; Thou hast dealt truthfully, but we have acted wickedly. O Thou Who dwells on high, what can we say to Thee? Thou art in heaven, what can we declare in Thy presence? Thou knowest whatever is open or hidden. Thou knowest the mysteries of the universe and the dark secrets of every living soul. Thou dost search all the inmost chambers of man's conscience; nothing escapes Thee, nothing is hidden from Thy sight. We thank Thee YHVH that Thou hast provided atonement for all our transgressions through the sacrifice of Yeshua haMashiach, our Salvation. {Specific listing of sins}

We thank Thee for Thy atonement, O God of forgiveness. Forgive us the sins for which the early courts would inflict four kinds of death-penalty: stoning, burning, beheading, or strangling. Forgive us the breach of positive commands and the breach of negative commands, whether or not they involve an act, whether or not they are known to us. The sins known to us we have already acknowledged to Thee; and those that are not known to us are indeed well-known to You, as it is said: "What is hidden belongs to YHVH/Adonai Elohim, but what is known concerns us and our children forever, that we may observe all the commands of this Torah." Thou art the Forgiver of Israel, the Pardoner of the tribes of Yeshurun in every generation, and besides Thee we have no King to pardon and forgive our sins.

CONGREGATION SINGS: Avinu Malkaenu:

LEADER:

YHVH s'fawtai tiftawch ufi yagid t'hilawtechaw. O YHVH open thou my lips that my mouth might declare Thy praise. Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, and God of our fathers; God of Abraham, God of Issac and God of Jacob; Great, Mighty and Revered God, Who bestows loving kindness, and art Master of all things, Who hast graciously brought the Redeemer, Yeshua haMashiach, to provide our atonement; and wilt graciously Save Israel for Thy Holy Names sake.

CONGREGATION SINGS: Adonai S'fawtai:

LEADER:

We thank Thee for life, O King Who delightest in life; we thank Thee for inscribing us in the Lamb's Book of Life, for the sake of Yeshua the Lamb of God, Who taketh away our sins.

CONGREGATION SINGS: Melech Ozair:

LEADER:

Our God and God of our fathers, may the remembrance of Messiah the Son of David Thy servant ascend and come and be accepted before Thee for deliverance and happiness, for grace, kindness and mercy, for life and peace on this Day of Atonement. Remember us this day, O YHVH our God, for happiness; be mindful of us for blessing.

{SPECIAL MUSIC}

5. SCRIPTURE READING: 

LEVITICUS 16:2-34 HEBREW 9:1-28

6. MESSAGE:

7. PRAYER & SCRIPTURES CONCERNING ISRAEL: 

     ZECH.    12:9-11, 13:1, 14:4-5

     REV.     19:11-16

     ISAIAH  59:20-21

{Spontaneous prayer}

8. KADDISH:

{Found following Shabbat Morning Synagogue Service}

9. ADON OLAM

{Found following Shabbat Morning Synagogue Service}

10. CLOSING PRAYER:

{No Kiddush - Beginning Of Fast}

--------------------------------------------

SUKKOT SERVICES (Tishri 15):

TIMES FOR LIGHTING THE CANDELS & DATES OF HOLY DAYS: Shabbat and Festivals, Rosh ha-Shanah and Yom Kippur, are all welcomed into the home by the lighting of candles. According to custom at least two candles must be lit. The time for lighting the candles precedes sunset. The general custom is 18 minutes prior to sunset. Where local custom differs, as it may in Jerusalem, [40 min. before sunset], the appropriate adjustments should be made. The proper time to light candles for the second day of a Holy Day or for a Holy Day that begins at the conclusion of Shabbat, is after the conclusion of the first day of the Holy Day, or of Shabbat.

.

HOLY DAYS BEGIN AT SUNDOWN ON PRECEDING DAY. 

.

SUKKOT/TABERNACLES................Some also see this as being the beginning of the Shabbat rest of the earth, a 1,000 year period when Yeshua HaMashiach ben-David, shall reign as King from Jerusalem.(Rev.20:1-6). All the nations at this time will be required to keep this Festival.(Zech.14:16-21). SHABBAT..........Shabbat is the first of the Holy Days given in Scripture, as can be seen in Genesis 2:1-3. It is both Biblically and traditionally looked at as also the time of the Shabbat Rest of the earth, a 1,000 year period prior to the re-creation of the Heavens and the earth, when Yeshua Messiah ben David will reign from Jerusalem over all the earth. Tradition also states that this will occur at the end of 6,000 years of the earth's existance, 2,000 years without Torah, 2,000 with Torah, 2,000 years age of {current time period} Messiah, and then the 1,000 years of Messiah reigning over the earth, prior to the eighth day, the re-creation. 

             Sukkot, Festival of Booths, Messianic Service:

1. start with sections 1-3 Erev Shabbat Synagogue Service

4. FEASTIVAL OF TABERBACLES READINGS: 

LEV.23:33-44 ZECH.14:6-11 & 16-21 REV.20:1-6 & 21:1-3. 5. MESSAGE:

.

6. HOSHANOT:

.

7. KADDISH: {found following Shabbat Moring Service} .

8. ADON OLAM: {found following Shabbat Morning Service} .

9. CLOSING PRAYER:

.

10. SERVICE AT THE SUKKAH:

.

Guests in the Sukkah:

May it be Thy will, YHVH my God, and God of my fathers, to cause Thy Divine Spirit to dwell in our midst. O spread over us Thy shelter of shalom, and encircle us with Thy majestic glory, holy and pure. We thank You for Your Presence Yeshua HaMashiach, as it is written in Thy Word... Wherever two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them. Keep us mindful and watching, for the Sukkot to come, when we shall tabernacle with You forever in the New Jerusalem. In the Name of Yeshua haMashiach, Amaen.

Waving of the Lulav:

{During Sukkot, the following is recited as the lulav [in the right hand] and the ethrog [in the left] are held together, facing each direction below.}

EAST:

I am ready and prepared to fulfill the command of my Creator, Who has commanded us in His Torah, "On the first day you shall take for yourselves the fruit of the hadar tree, branches of palm trees, limbs of leafy trees, and water willows."{Lev.23:40}

NORTH:

And when Thy chosen people thirsted for water, He struck the rock and there gushed out water.

WEST:

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us about the waving of the lulav, {palm branch}.

SOUTH:

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, who has granted us life and sustenance and permitted us to reach this time.

EAST:

Blessed be YHVH forever, in the Name of Yeshua haMashiach, Amen and Amen.

.

Psalms of Ascend:

{If six people are present, have each read one of the Psalms 113 through 118.}

==========

Thanks to Don D. for his help in compiling the Holy Day Services.

----------------------------------------------

A MESSIANIC WEDDING (RENEWAL) CEREMONY:

(MUSICIANS AND SINGERS SING WHILE PEOPLE ARE BEING SEATED; ON LAST SONG - WHEN THEY FINISH...)

LEADER:

Baruch Atah YHVH Elohaenu Melech ha-olam.  Blessed art Thou YHVH our-God King of the universe.

Baruch haba B'Shem YHVH.  Blessed is he who comes in the Name of YHVH.

(HUSBAND LIGHTS LEFT CANDLE; THEN ENTERS WEDDING CANOPY.)

LEADER:

Baruch habaah b'Shem YHVH.

Blessed is she who comes in the Name of YHVH.

(MUSICIAN BEGINS ENTRANCE SONG FOR THE WIFE)

(WIFE CIRCLES WEDDING CANOPY SEVEN TIMES; & LIGHTS RIGHT CANDLE; THEN ENTERS CANOPY.)

(LEADER BEGINS - AS SOON AS MUSIC STOPS...)

LEADER:

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam, she-he-cheynu, v'keey'manu, v'higee'anu la-z'man ha-zeh.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our-God, King of the universe, Who has kept us in life and persevered us and enabled us to reach this time.

As the bride circles the wedding canopy seven times; we're reminded that Elohim created everything through His Word in six days; and on the Seventh, the Shabbat, He rested.  So the woman was brought to the man on the 6th day: and they were to dwell together on the Shabbat, for all eternity, in love.

So today YHVH, in His will, brings a couple together; and if they both dwell in Yeshua The Word of God - they will dwell in a Shabbat rest with Him forever.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who formed man from the dust of the earth and brought forth to him a woman made out of his side to be a helpmate.  YHVH, blessed be He,  who creates groom and bride, love and shalom, joy and gladness, mercy and compassion.  He commands to be fruitful and multiply; He strengthens the husband to walk as a priest before Him;  He enables the wife as a fruitful vine; and blesses them with children to raise up in His ways.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, Who gives joy to the groom and the bride.

May there soon be heard in the streets of Yerushalayim the sound of the footsteps of Messiah,  the sounds of joy and gladness, and the sounds of the wedding celebration.

(KIDDUSH)

FRIEND OF GROOM:

(POURS WINE AND HANDS TO HUSBAND.)

LEADER:

WILL ALL PLEASE RISE.

HUSBAND:

Blessed art Thou YHVH our God King of the universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine.

HUSBAND: (SINGS, ALL JOINING)

Baruch Atah YHVH Elohaenu Melech ha-olam borae pree hagafen; amaine.

FRIEND OF GROOM:

(HANDS BREAD TO HUSBAND.)

HUSBAND:

Blessed art Thou YHVH our God King of the universe, Who brings forth bread from the earth.

HUSBAND: (SINGS, ALL JOINING)

Baruch Atah YHVH Elohaenu Melech ha-olam ha-motzee lechem min ha-aretz; amaine.

LEADER:

May Elohim bless this couple as they come to re-affirm their vows and re-dedicate their marriage anew before the Father, in the Presence of The Holy Spirit, in the Name of Yeshua HaMashiach; Amaine.

{______ & ______}:  Elohim/God in His Holy Scriptures has given commandments to remember and perform in your lives and marriage.

When Yeshua, was asked what is the first and greatest commandment, He responded from this passage in Tanakh - {the Older Covenant}....

"Hear O Israel, YHVH our God, YHVH He is One; and you shall love YHVH your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. ..."

Loving Elohim/God with your whole self; let your course in life be to always...

"...seek  ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

The second commandment, Messiah told us, that is like unto the first is this...

"Love thy neighbor as thyself."

Scripture tells wives to:

"...love their husbands...";

and to:

"...submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to The-Lord"

And to husbands it says:

"...love your wives, even as Messiah also loved the Congregation, and gave Himself for it"

Nevertheless, one is not to use authority as a means of oppression, for in the same place in Scripture we are told...

"Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God" -

For:

"...neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in The-Lord."

And:

"...Love is patient, (and) is kind; love does not envy; love is not boastful, and is not arrogant; does not behave rudely, does not seek it's own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails ..."

And again to both of you God says in His Word...

"... Let these matters that I command you today be upon your heart.  Teach them diligently to your children and speak of them while you sit in your home, while you walk on the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.  Bind them as a sign upon your arm and let them be a sign between your eyes.  And write them on the doorposts of your house and upon your gates."

Also concerning both of you, on love for your children...

"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it."

And to you fathers...

"Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the fear and admonition of the Lord."

And to mothers the Bible says for...

"...women to be sober minded, to love their husbands, to love their children, (To be) discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the Word of God be not blasphemed."

HUSBAND & WIFE: (LIGHT CENTER CANDLE.)

LEADER:

"... For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh?  Wherefore they are not more two, but one flesh.  Therefore what Elohim/God hath joined together, let not man put asunder."

LEADER:

{____}/(HUSBAND): Do you acknowledge in front of Elohim/God and these witnesses, mindful of the Torah delivered to Moshe, the Prophets and Writings of Tanakh, and the Word of Yeshua Messiah as delivered in the New Covenant to you who Believe; to love honor cherish and respect {_____} your wife; and in so doing to re-affirm your love for her?

HUSBAND:

Yes; Ani l'dodi v'dodi lee.

(HUSBAND GIVES WIFE HER RING)

LEADER:

{_____}/(WIFE): Do you acknowledge in front of Elohim/God and these witnesses, mindful of the Torah delivered to Moshe, the Prophets and Writings of Tanakh, and the Word of Yeshua Messiah as delivered in the New Covenant to you who Believe; to love honor cherish and obey {_____} your husband; and in so doing to re-affirm your love for him?

WIFE:

Yes; Ani l'dodi v'dodi lee.

(WIFE GIVES HUSBAND HIS RING)

(DANCERS DANCE ANI L'DODI SONG)

LEADER: (AARONIC BLESSING)

YHVH bless you and keep you.  YHVH make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  YHVH lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  In the Name of The Prince of Peace, Yeshua our-Messiah; Amaine.

(LEADER SINGS...)

Y'-varech'-cha YHVH v'yish-marechah.  Yaer YHVH panav aelechah veechu-nechah.  Yisah YHVH panav  aelechah v'ya-saem l'chah shalom. B'Shem Yeshua M'sheechaenu Sar HaShalom; Amaine.

(HUSBAND BREAKS GLASS; KISSES THE BRIDE.)

(PRAISE AND WORSHIP SONG & DANCE)

----------------------------------------------

ON THE FEAST OF YHVH:

PESACH/PASSOVER.....The partaking of the Passover lamb, reminding the children of Israel, of their deliverance from Egypt, also on Pesach Yeshua died for us, to deliver us from a spiritual Egypt, through the shedding of His blood (Lev.23:5, 1Cor.5:7).

CHAG HA-MATZOT/UNLEAVEN BREAD.....We are shown that as the children of Israel were to remove the leaven, [sin] out of their homes completely, so Messiah removes our sins through His atonement sacrifice; (Lev.23:6, 1Cor.5:8).

YOM HA-BIKURIM/OMER RAESHEET/FIRST FRUITS........1st Feast of First Fruits, [also called Resurrection sunday]. Yeshua Messiah, our First Fruits; (Lev.23:9-14, 1Cor.15:22-23).

SHAVUOT/PENTACOST..............traditionally the day of the giving of the Law/Torah, on Mt. Sinai. Also the day on which the Holy Spirit was given to the Believers.(Lev.23:15-22, Acts 2). Second Feast of First Fruits.

YOM HA-TRU’AH/ROSH HA-SHANAH/NEW YEARS.......Civil New Year; The blowing of the shofar (Yom Truah), seen by some as the future event spoken of in 1Thess.4:13-18.

YOM KIPPUR/DAY OF ATONEMENT............Some see also as the time spoken of in Jer. 30:7; Zech. 13:8-9; and Rom.11:26-27. 

SUKKOT/TABERNACLES................Some also see this as being the beginning of the Shabbat rest of the earth, a 1,000 year period when Yeshua HaMashiach ben-David, shall reign as King from Jerusalem.(Rev.20:1-6). All the nations at this time will be required to keep this Festival.(Zech.14:16-21).

SHABBAT..........Shabbat is the first of the Holy Days given in Scripture, as can be seen in Genesis 2:1-3. It is both Biblically and traditionally looked at as also the time of the Shabbat Rest of the earth, a 1,000 year period prior to the re-creation of the Heavens and the earth, when Yeshua Messiah ben David will reign from Jerusalem over all the earth. Tradition also states that this will occur at the end of 6,000 years of the earth's existence, 2,000 years without Torah, 2,000 with Torah, 2,000 years age of {current time period} Messiah, and then the 1,000 years of Messiah reigning over the earth, prior to the eighth day, the re-creation. The order of Services for Shabbat have many parts that were present in the worship services before Yeshua's time, and Shabbat was celebrated by the early Messianic Church of the first century, as seen throughout the Book of Acts, and early Church writings. There is some thinking that possibly part of the Havdolah Service was written by first century Messianic Believers in Yeshua.
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KOSHER AND CIRCUMCISION FOR GENTILES?:

The following assumes that you are familiar with this discussion on both sides of the coin, and so familiar with the Scriptures spoken of, and is to {hopefully} draw a right conclusion....
 

Part 1
 
Kosher For Gentiles?
 

When the sheet descended from Heaven, Peter came to know it was to tell him NOT to call any Gentile unclean. How was that gleaned from what was on it? - Because the description of the "creeping things, etc..." was a visual of the command to Noah allowing all those things to be eaten {food}. The Jews therefore were NOT to call any Gentile unclean because they didn't keep Kosher, as the only command given to them was in Genesis (they weren’t in the wilderness with Moses.) The specific Torah commands were given concerning Kosher {what is non-food} to the Jews to make a distinction between Israel and the Nations/Gentiles. Telling the Gentiles they "must" keep Kosher, would be as telling the "wild"-olive branches that they must first become "natural-branches" before they can become grafted in. This is invalid for the same reason that Scripture tells us the "Jews" are saved by their "already-having" faith, and the Gentiles by their "acquired" faith {if you look up the Greek words in that passage}.

 

{Some} Gentile Believers look at the "sheet" today and try and tell the Jews that they don't have to keep Kosher; Jewish Believers {some} are still viewing Gentiles as unclean because they don't keep Kosher! But... Peter never ate, calling those things "unclean", and the Gentiles received the Good-News because YHVH showed him NOT to call the Gentiles unclean because they DIDN'T keep Kosher. So... maybe no one has learned anything in the last 2000 years?!

 

On the other hand... since The Book Of Acts brings out that the "wild-branches" who are grafted into the "tree" will hear Torah taught everywhere - just as the "wild" takes on the characteristics of the "natural" {rather than the tree taking on the branches character}, so by way of liberty, and when YHVH leads, the wild can, as they are led of Ruach HaKodesh, keep Kosher - and it is a thing to be encouraged, and even healthy too, but NEVER something to lay as a charge against them when they don't, especially saying they must in order to be saved! – And even more so when most all Messianics didn’t themselves keep Kosher after they were saved, and most not even immediately after they became Messianic!

 

So then!... The liberty is in that you CAN {as led of Ruach HaKodesh} keep Kosher, but the liberty is not that you don't keep Kosher - for that was already given to you from YHVH to Noah in Genesis (before then animals weren’t eaten, and before Moses the specific Kosher laws weren’t stated in Scripture.) in the first place.

 

If one remains in the state they were before coming into Covenant with Yeshua Messiah, only difference being that they've gained entry - then what will the reward be?... Wood, hay, and stubble. - But one might say then: How is it a liberty if I do something that I wasn't required to do before? - Ask yourself: Is it not a liberty for those who were once strangers from the Covenants of promise and aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel, to now, as led of Ruach HaKodesh, hear the Voice of YHVH and be able to walk in His instructions? Yochanan/John declares that the Commandments/Mitzvout of Elohim are not grievous. The Temple Mitzvout were hard to bear - but they have vanished away into the Heavens and are kept for us by our High Priest Yeshua Messiah. Do the Moral Commands bother you then? - They are part of the fabric of the universe, and are spoken to mankind by the knowledge of good and evil from the tree, as well as from the <t>orah of the conscious, and also to Believers by the leading of Ruach HaKodesh. The Judaic Injunctions bother you then? - But they are not grievous {where is the grief in placing a Mezuzah on your door to remind you of the Command to Love YHVH with all your heart mind and strength?} - and they bring a blessing. But to remain in the condition you were in when called, and not go on in the path of good Mitzvout/Works that Sha'ul/Paul says is given for us in Yeshua Messiah is not in any way a "liberty" I should think!</t>

 

How many new Believers have said: "What can I get away with and still be saved?" - Brethren! - It should not be so! - What have you been taught that led to this lifestyle that casts away the Word of Elohim?! - Rather, our hearts cry should be: Yertsay YHVH - The will of YHVH - what pleases Him be done in my life!

 

...However: what is NOT required for their inclusion into the natural from the wild, can NOT now become suddenly a source of rebuke AFTER their inclusion - and thusly: based upon the commands given to Noah {and shown 3 times as confirmation to Kefa/Peter}, we must then conclude, as did the Jewish Believers in the first century....

 

Acts 15:19 Wherefore my sentence is, that WE TROUBLE THEM NOT, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God:

 

PART 2
 

{I'd suggest you read this entire article before deciding it's conclusions}
 

Circumcision -or- Circumspection?!
 
I believe that if one would say that the Gentile Body of Messiah SHOULD or MUST become circumcised, - rather than proclaiming a person "MAY" do so: ONLY IF LED OF RUACH HaKODESH OF YHVH ELOHIM - that they would then be in error and contrary to Scripture and in danger of violating doctrine.

 

First, let me say, that in these regards I do not care what wisdom of man has to say. And while I do believe that Elohim YHVH gave the Messianic Beit Din to the Body of Messiah in dogmatic/disputable matters, - that particular authority stops at the doors of the Messianic-&-Heavenly Sanhedrin in doctrinal matters. And that disputing the Peshetta/Peshat [plain meaning] of Scripture to come to some conclusion that is contrary to It is not just worthless, but harmful - [excepting for YAH Elohim's mercy to us in these matters when perhaps done in zeal but ignorance, but this is no excuse].

 

As far as anything that is already defined by the Peshetta of Scripture: I don't care what anyone has to say dogmatically or doctrinally that is contrary to It, (even including myself as if in anything it may be that it only comes from me), or even what an angel from Heaven has to say in these things if contrary - regardless of how skillful their arguments may be - I only care what the Word of Elohim YHVH plainly has to say in these regards. And I assure you - don't heed what I say unless you first be the Berean and prayerfully consider if I'm led of Elohim YHVH by Ruach HaKodesh in these matters.

 

One of the biggest problem that the Body of Messiah, the Rabbinic community, and now the Messianic community has had in the last almost 2000 years is in destroying the Peshat/Peshetta/plain-meaning of Scripture by their analogies and dogmatic interpretations of principles that are not only NOT "disputable" - but are clearly defined and already established in Scripture.

 

From the "korban", to "transubstantiation", to the "Ephraim" dilemma -- all things are brought into confusion instead of Shalom; both disputable and not-disputable matters, both in dogma and in doctrine, in things of temporal importance, and in things of eternal importance - as the enemy attempts to cause stumbling blocks, and bring illusion and imagination - unholy smoke not from YHVH; - trying to cloud our eyes from seeing with Spiritual sight the True Vision from YHVH from His Word.

 

How then could these things again arise that have been discussed so at length and clearly set in Scripture? - First of all: even Kefa/Peter was carried away in error - an Emissary/Apostle who walked in the very Presence of Yeshua Messiah - concerning this matter. And since haSatan discovered there was "grace" given to mankind - he has tried to ply Grace against Torah, and Torah against Grace. Deceiving each generation with a slightly different slant, depending on where they were and how they were seeking to come into the maturity of the Good News of Yeshua Messiah and escape this dichotomy - of which there was never really in reality any variance in these two doctrines that are fact in Scripture - but it became as if there were so by illusion from the enemy. Then how did these things come again almost 2,000 years later to this generation? - mainly because of our viewing 1700 + years of abuse of many in the Gentile Churches against the Torah of YHVH, and anything Judaic, we have rightly repudiated such contrariness to Scripture; - but let's not now in our zeal against those who'd cast aside Scripture, build again those things that were already removed, which have a hedge against such things already in place by the Emissaries/Apostles before us to keep us from any violation of Scripture in these matters.

 

One will say: but doesn't Scripture say that he who violates the least of the Mitzvout/Commandments is called least in the Kingdom of Heaven?, this is true, - but their premise[s] who would teach based upon this and other arguments that ALL SHOULD/MUST BECOME CIRCUMCISED is based upon ignorance of the Scriptures. - For those who will argue that all the foreigners and sojourners, even the slaves taken in war, amongst the Children of Israel in Eretz-Israel during the Theocracy who were "circumcised" were necessarily Jews, have entertained a premise that is not borne out by Scripture Itself. How can I say this with any authority, - because of those same circumcised "foreigners and sojourners" amongst the children of Israel there was permitted by Mitzvout of the Torah things that were NOT permitted to the Jews in the Torah. - And Torah, which cannot be broken, will not allow for those who are truly Ger-Tzaddik, or Proselytes to Judaism, to be called any longer Foreigners; nor will It allow for two sets of Mitzvout - as if one set was for those who are now truly Jews by becoming Proselytes, and the other set calling for a distinction setting them apart from those who were born Jewish, - as no distinction remains.

 

Are all "Jews" then? I believe Elohim would not give an illustration that is based upon falsehood, and so based upon this premise then, we see that the "grafted" branches, AFTER they are grafted into the Commonwealth of Israel, are still called: "grafted" – but NOT physically natural. And the Emissaries/Apostles call Believers both Gentile and Jewish Believers, and that in the same Epistle. - But if Torah is observed, and they are now "Proselytes" and so Jews - then it is a violation of Torah to even bring up the fact that they are Gentile, and since Scripture cannot be broken, then something else is obviously the reality here. How else are the Gentile's/Nations to bring their glory into Jerusalem in the end of the age, if all are Jews? So: is their calling any less than the natural branches then? - NO!, - for Scripture tells us that there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free; but yet we see that Scripture gives and defines instructions to both the Jew and the Gentile Believers, to both the man and female Believers, and even to the bond and free Believers. What then?, - one is the seed of Avram by faith, and the other is the seed of Avraham by descent and they are shown as specifically being given a role even as the natural descendents in the end times of the mercy of Elohim YHVH yet to come specifically on natural Israel, - And yet BOTH branches are of Israel. But I am here defending the faith of Abel, and of Seth, of Enoch who walked with Elohim, and of Methuselah, and Noach/Noah, and of Jethro, and even of Melektzedek. Read prayerfully the Scriptures that deal with circumcision again in the New Covenant - and read those without the commentary of men, and yertsay YHVH, may you come to the understanding of Elohim YHVH's will apart from the voice of man, b'Shem Yeshua HaMashiach, Amaine.

 

{I won't deal here with the rabbinic observation in Talmud of the "proselytes of the gate" - those people of the Goyim that were Torah observant, but not circumcised}

 

But if all the above is so, isn't the next question then: Well... isn't there then a exclusion permitted for the Ger-Tzaddik? And to that I'd say - Yes! That is where I depart company with the many who forbid circumcision period, - as in their attempting to avoid one problem, they'd put a stumbling block in the path of those who are truly led of YHVH to become circumcised. While it is true that the ONLY [for the most part] example we have of anyone being circumcised in the New Covenant era - both in Scripture, early Church history, [and along with considering the rabbinic halachah discouraging the Ger-Tzaddik], is Timothy - yet we DO have him as an example. What can we say of this then? - that ONLY as led of The Holy Spirit ONLY, we are shown that this IS rarely permitted. Avraham also is our example of this, he wholly heard from Elohim YHVH, and through love and faith had the inner-man/cup cleansed. But this is not only NOT the state of the majority of the Church of Laodicea today, - it is sadly the small minority that is fully living in this state.

 

Yet then we also have Titus for an example, - a writer of Scripture, and companion of the Emissaries/Apostles, but one who was wholly NOT convinced of Elohim YHVH to become circumcised. So then it could be likened to the Mitzvout instruction that - it is better to remain single then to marry; but the Talmidim/Disciples when questioning Yeshua Messiah in this were told concerning It that it is only for those to whom it is given. In the same way that Sha'ul/Paul expressed it: it is good to marry but better to remain single [sic]. So then if this same Instruction would be proclaimed out of season to those single or to those married as being a "given", yet contrary to how each one has been given their gift of YHVH, -[as in: "all should marry, or: "all should remain single"]- it is more than just the problem of trying to put a "doctrine in a box", but rather of putting a stumbling block before their walk and in the way of their hearing from YHVH -- for this Mitzvout (marriage/single) is kept only by the way of a direct leading of YHVH, and not by any constraint or injunction through mankind [as is differing however with the Moral Mitzvout, where we indeed may constrain and command and enforce the Injunctions].

 

Then considering all the above....

 

For one to say to the Gentile Believer: you "SHOULD/MUST" become circumcised, rather than you "MAY BECOME CIRCUMCISED - and that ONLY if you are LED of Ruach HaKodesh of Elohim YHVH" - would become a stumbling block to those many who may not have yet cleansed the inside of the cup - those same ones who'd then mistake this outward act of circumcision as the resolve of their recently discovered, but still unresolved issue[s] and sin, - since having been [falsely] taught before that they can continue in Yeshua Messiah yet all the while discarding Torah as a worthless thing, - (which is really only a false-doctrine for an appeasing of sin rather than a removal, so as to promise them freedom from sin - but in reality giving them only a band-aid-type "freedom" from their conscious, and so provide an excuse to just continue on in their original state as gentiles [to one degree or another] - the same state they were in when they were living in violation of the Torah [even if now to a lesser degree] before they were in Messiah Yeshua, [but may Elohim forbid this to continue!]) And so they then hold that the taking of this action [outward circumcision] as a simplistic "fix" for the uncleansed and uncircumcised state of their inner man. And so it becomes as a carrot before a donkey, and forever, (short of the Grace of YHVH), trying but of themselves to cleanse their own selves, while making every effort to cleanse their inner man from their outer man, but not listening, or worse unable to listen, to the Ruach - because of their gaze being fixed on their own effort; -- instead of just letting The Davar/Word of YHVH Elohim in Yeshua Messiah cleanse the inner-man from wall to wall from the inside by Grace through Faith. - For Tanakh says, even for circumcised Israel: the just shall live by faith. - For we have been taken from being the servants of the Torah when being under It as our Schoolmaster - to a position of establishing and cherishing the Torah, even as guards over It in Elohim YHVH by Messiah Yeshua. - [But not all have this revelation, especially those who'd disregard the Torah!]

 

And it would also become a stumbling-block set before those who are NOT led in this direction by Messiah, yet they are those who are still rich in faith - as was Titus. A stumbling-block as though they were being told they yet suffer a lack, from something that man has set before them as unaccomplished, or that something had not yet been obtained by them of all things that are offered to them, - when they may have indeed obtained to the full measure of the Mature-man, and even superseded us in their obtaining! - For it is the yielding of a man's heart to YHVH that is the true measure of the man in His eyes, and not the number of things they obtain in the service of YHVH, [as Mary & Martha respectively had to their credit]. But if we do this then we would become as guilty as those in certain Messianic positions of authority - those who say that the Gentiles are not worthy to be in any leadership in the Body of Messiah, or that they still lack something in their walk in Messiah Yeshua. And though they say they are lacking: - yet I am speaking of those who don't lack - of those who have embraced ALL the Words of YHVH Elohim, and seek only His will, - to those then we'd [wrongly] be adding something yet to be obtained, [as if there were a lack], to their grace from Above, and so be seen as setting something yet to come, [as though not obtained], before their ability to hear themselves the Voice of YHVH Elohim in Yeshua Messiah - Who abides already in their heart.

 

As it would have been wrong for someone to command/constrain Avram to become circumcised before Avram heard from YHVH on this matter, - so it would also have been wrong for someone to command/restrain Avram not to become circumcised after hearing from YHVH on this matter!

 

Finally then...

 

Listen to Ruach HaKodesh! Hear The Voice of YHVH Elohim in Yeshua Messiah! For it is He alone who will speak, as He did to Avram, to any and all men in this matter.

--------------------------------------------

ARE CHRISTIANS SAVED?:

Bear with me a moment...

There is one thing that keeps coming up that is troubling me, and that I believe needs addressing...

Is there a road between these two ditches?...

While it is true that "Gentile Christianity" {for the most part} has dressed up Yeshua Messiah in their minds to one degree or another in "egyptian clothing" - in their following of certain pagan practices, customs and dogma, and so they have a warped view of just who Yeshua is; yet that does NOT mean that all Gentile Christians do not know Yeshua as Messiah!

First, yes: there are many in "Christianity" today who DO follow "another messiah" - the "world council of churches" are evidence of this - their false-doctrines actually go out of the way to be anti-Nomian/Torah - being: pro-abortion, pro-homosexuality, etc..., even often pro-PLO/terrorists!  And sadly these groups comprise about 50% plus or so of those who "claim" to be "Christian".

BUT!: we are to gently instruct those who oppose themselves.  Consider that almost EVERY SINGLE PERSON in Messianic/Natzratim Judaism today came to know Yeshua Messiah FIRST as Jesus Christ! - Then they also came to know, through instruction in the Word - and through witness of Ruach HaKodesh in their lives - that Jesus is Yeshua, or in other words: began to see where their dogma was in error and in contradiction to the Word/Torah of Elohim, and so BECAUSE they love Messiah YAH and seek to please Him - they turned from their false-dogma, and began to know Him ever more closely in Spirit and in Truth.

Sort of as where Sha'ul speaking of Israel says that he bears them witness that they have a zeal for Elohim, but not according to knowledge.  By the same token, you all know in your heart that there are many Gentile Believers that know Yeshua - and they believe {though misguided} that they are serving Elohim in Truth, though they unknowingly and without revelation hold certain things in error.  There are various factions of Gentile Believers that follow much/most of the "moral Mitzvout" of Torah - they just don't know why, or else don't have a good apologetic of why they do.  And these are those who slowly, over time, realize what we are saying is True, and embrace the totality of Scripture, and so have a better understanding of Yeshua Messiah.  But to imply that all Gentile Christians do NOT know Yeshua Messiah is not only misguided, but it is unTrue and speaking against the Body of Messiah.

I don't like to use myself as an example, but here it goes...

I'm Jewish on my mother's side.  And my relatives came over here during the first pogrom periods from Posen Prussia, {about the Fiddler on the Roof time-period and place}.  My Great Grandparents, and my Great-Great-Grandparents, heard the Good News of Yeshua, and came to Believe that Yeshua is the Messiah.  They also kept observing Torah - my Mother's Mother {my Grandmother}, was hence raised observing erev-Shabbat as a child in her Grandparents home, {as she shared with me later in life}, along with her parents.  There wasn't any Shule there in rural Wisconsin in 1880's to 1910's, and there were no Messianic Congregations, they went to a Conservative Lutheran Church. - In fact my Believing Great-Grandfather, who still kept the Mitzvout, built that Church that still stands today.  However, when my Grandmother was growing up - anti-Semitism raised it's ugly head, even in this country, and she didn't admit to being Jewish when my mother was born, neither to me till I was about 30 something {though I knew it earlier from research anyway}.  Thus: I was raised as Conservative Lutheran without knowing my Jewish background.  But guess what?! - I KNEW YESHUA MESSIAH from when I was a small child!  When I was about 4 YHVH showed me the Children of Israel walking in the wilderness, and it was as though I was walking there with them.  Yeshua Messiah appeared b'Ruach to me visibly when I was this age.  Time went on, and I stopped following Messiah; then when I was older, HE APPEARED again to me as a young adult, again b'Ruach visibly, and I gave my heart to Him -- but guess what... I didn't know bupkis about Messianic/Natzratim Judaism, and I started following Him as "Jesus Christ"!  Now, before all of you start gasping for breath - Yeshua started to reveal Himself to me as the Lion of Judah, and brought me to an understanding of Him being the Living-Torah; but I first knew Him as "Jesus Christ" - and I assure you - I DID know Him then, and I DO know Him now!

The point being... again: almost EVERYONE who knows Yeshua now came to know Him first as "Jesus Christ" {if you're being honest with yourselves that is}, and while we need to proclaim the Good News apart from pagan culture, customs, and dogma - and instead proclaim the entire Word: {The Tanakh & Brit-HaChadashah} to them and everyone - we must not be telling folks that they don't know Messiah Yeshua because they happen to call Him "Jesus Christ"! - Rather tell them His real Name is Yeshua The Mashiach!

Shalom

---------------------------------------------

HaShem or: YHVH – Part I:
As much as we'd all like to "think" we have the proper understanding of this - there is much more to it than you might think.  Yes, many (not all) of the Orthodox will not use YHVH in writing, and in speaking many will say HaShem or Adonai instead.  Other Orthodox consider Adonai too Holy to use and say: AdoShem.  Sometimes you will see Rabbinic writings using YHVH in both English and Hebrew letters, in religious commentaries and discussions, and sometimes when quoting Scripture or directly discussing Scripture - since YHVH without vowels isn't pronounceable is one consideration.  Sometimes they just use "Yod-Hay" without vowels in Hebrew letters for a contraction (which is YAH with the vowels – and is in Scripture).   Some Orthodox will write and say Elohim, some others consider it too Holy to say and only say EloKim.   Some Messianics believe that one should only use Adonai or HaShem; Other Messianics believe that we are to Reverence His Name - and so believe that by not using It in praise and worship those who refrain are deliberately miss-pronouncing His Name (if you will) in that they are substituting something else where His Name should be used - such as when reading Scripture where it is used in the Text - and thus failing to observe the Commandment/Mitzvah to "Remember" Elohim's Name/YHVH to keep It Holy.  Some Messianics will only write YHVH when in Scripture or directly discussing Scripture - but as the writing or conversation approaches the mundane will then say HaShem (or some will then use Adonai) to refrain from taking His Name in vain; and of course most Messianics will be sensitive of this issue when speaking to the Orthodox.  
There is much evidence that "The Name"/YHVH of Elohim was used during David's time - and there is some indication that from about Ezra's time on (maybe from somewhat earlier during the captivity) that it ceased to be pronounced except in the Temple.  In Talmud it says that It was (came to be?) spoken only once per year during Yom Kippur by the high-Priest/Cohen-hagadol, and that then an angel would then come along and smack the people in the head so they'd forget how it was pronounced. 

A very small child may mispronounce the term of endearment "Daddy", but the father is happy to hear his child speak to him in love.  I will not come between an earthly child and his father - so neither should we I'd think want to come between the Brethren and their heartfelt respect and love unto YHVH in the use of His Name - whether that manifests in them either speaking, or refraining from speaking, out of love and respect to their Heavenly Father - Romans 14 comes to mind.  Arguing in condemnation of the Brethren over another's use or non-use, or their possible miss-pronunciation, of Elohim's Holy Name/YHVH seems to me to be worse than their using It, or not using It, out of devotion.  So enough already!
Now: Discussion in love is one thing, where a matter is so important - yet when I see folks leveling condemnation upon one another for their heart felt and careful respect in their personal walk before YHVH in this matter, that is another thing, and grievious.
To further clarify...
There are many things that are dogmatic that need clarification, even by heated exchanges, and especially lf ones dogmatic approach to Scripture in a certain areas approaches violating Doctrine and the weightier matters of the Torah.  I think everyone is aware - I'm one of the first to jump into such discussion when need be.  Then there are direct violations of Doctrine and the Mitzvot of Torah which must be addressed immediately and harshly if a more gentle rebuke is dismissed.  But then there are disputable dogmatic matters, that are highly personal, that even though there might be a stronger position in the matter (of course - everyone thinks theirs is the stronger position - who really admits and says: I am the weaker brother!), those are just too personal to go beyond gentle discussion into an 'attack' mode, or condemnation, or ridicule of a Brother, whether they are the 'weaker' brother in these matters or the 'stronger' brother.  
Over the many years I've been a Believer - I've held three positions on this subject of The-Name/YHVH;  and each time, I was shown more, till I came to where I am at today, which now - I believe that I've heard more clearly from YHVH on this matter, but it took years of Him speaking to me till it made sense.  To use a mundane example: one very small child calls his father Da-Da, the little bit older child calls him Dad.  The older then tells the younger: his name is Dad - not Da-Da, the younger then says: No it’s not; then the older responds: yes it is so; and on and on - that is discussion, and that is fine.  - But should then the older (or the younger) child then say: I'm offended that you call Dad - "Da-Da", and you are wrong stupid - repent idiot (whatever - you get the picture), now then THEY have become the offender and are themselves an offense! - As they have offended their brother and set up a stumbling block before him.  Of all the things that fall into this disputable/dogmatic category that can cause an offense if not discussed in love for the Brethren - this is right up there at the top.  Dogmatic you'll say? - Yes, though many will not admit it: There is no dictionary in Tanakh that tells us exactly how to pronounce YHVH. / His Name. 

But having said all that, personally, I don't have a problem with people using HaShem, but I do personally have a problem with someone using Adonai when reading Scripture when it is used to replace YHVH - when YHVH is plainly right there in the Scripture, such as when someone is doing the Torah reading.  At least use HaShem if you feel led to but you don’t believe you can speak the Name of YHVH; as I’d say to not in those cases use Adonai?…(but would I condemn them if they do?, no, but as led I'd point the above out to them.)  Why do I feel this way - Because it says YHVH ! and because while YHVH Alone is Adonai/(Lord) – yet all others who are called with the title adonai (lord) are not YHVH ! - At least when one says HaShem they are acknowledging The-Name/YHVH, but when they say Adonai, when reading or quoting the Scripture directly where is says YHVH, they are not remembering The Name - rather, they are replacing The Name with another word entirely !  And that much should be obvious.

Furthermore - the use of such variants as AdoShem and EloKim is less than about 50 or so years old anyway (HaShem has been used by the Orthodox for a long time though, and of course Adonai for centuries.)  Pick up The Agadah To The Babylonian Talmud for example by Rabbi Glick (I think that is where I remember seeing this) and you'll see that the English word Jehovah is used in the Rabbinic Orthodox commentary at times if I'm not mistaken - (It's been a long time since I've looked; but then - you'll even see some Orthodox Jews using Rev. as a title about 100 years ago too, but I digress :-)  Now as was pointed out, we are not to offend someone if avoidable, such as in witnessing to the Orthodox. - Which brings up my conclusion.  Two will argue and say: I'm offended that you (say/don't-say, or pronounce, or pronounce incorrectly) The Name of God.  Well I'm offended at both of your offenses!  To me what one feels led to do in sincerity and love, as best as they know based upon what they believe Scripture says, in crying out in their heart to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is between themselves and Him – and He will deal with how His children speak to Him Himself.  Now, do you have an opinion, even a contentious one, then use Scripture and and by all means share it - but don't hammer it ! - To use another mundane example: This particular subject is to me even more than on the level of my talking about making love to my wife, as far as this being a personal matter between me and YHVH.  Now, while I 'might' discuss the subject concerning my wife and I under certain circumstances - I'm sure not going to enter into a contentious argument about it !  So... guess you might just want to think of me as a referee giving a warning - that just perhaps: Entering into bitter arguments with your Brother concerning The Holy Name/YHVH of Elohim might just be bordering on taking The Holy Name/YHVH of Elohim in vain!  Maybe Yeshua Messiah did reveal The Name of YHVH to us - when He told us that "God is Love" - for if you speak those vowels into the Tetragrammatan you then hear in Hebrew: "Y`aHaVaH" - "God is love" - think about that for a moment!
 

Shalom
THE-NAME/HaSHEM -(The LORD)- YHVH – Part II
 

While I think discussion on The Name of YHVH {HaShem} and the way It "might" be pronounced is fine - I believe that The Sacred Name of YHVH is too Holy for us as Believers in Messiah to argue over.

 

One think everyone agrees on (or at least they should) is that the proper way to say the contraction of YHVH is "YAH". All evidence shows that is the case; but...

 

I've heard some cut-down others for the way they pronounce YHVH (or don't pronounce YHVH) and that is just not right.  While there is evidence that it probably is pronounced either one of three different ways as presented by scholars (out of the 30 or so it could be pronounced!)  We still do not absolutely know.  And not knowing, (short of possibly ALL the ways being Holy as His Name is Holy), then it is wrong to put down others for how they call on YHVH out of a sincere heart.

 

For (but one) example...

 

Professor Young, author of Young's Concordance and Young's Literal Bible Translation - is one of the foremost Hebrew scholars in the last 150 years.  There are many people/scholars that insist that "Yahweh" is absolutely the correct way to say YHVH; however: Prof. Young proves in the forward to his translation of The Bible that the "wav" imperative is impossible! - and thus YahWeh can't be correct (YahVeh by this criteria at best).

 

But I also believe that it is wrong to tell folks that they are in error for their sincere worship of YHVH using this form of The Name.  And what if it is YahWeh?!  Sure sure there is less proof for this form - but there are three forms of YHVH out there that have a very well reasoned argument (to one degree or another) for their usage.  (I'm sure that most on here have their favorite) - but it still is not 100% conclusive beyond controversy for any one of the three or so!  And I'm not going to take the position that one is in error - and I'm correct, when no one is 100% sure who is correct!  Even in: The Scriptures 1998, Institute For Scripture Research (PTY) LTD: Messianic translation of the Holy Scriptures {South Africa http://www.messianic.co.za} they couldn't 100% agree amongst their scholars as to the exact way of rendering It - and so use YHVH in Hebrew letters.

 

Should we study it, yes, and I'll continue to study the issue myself. - But there are few arguments that could cause as much disunity in the Body of Messiah as this one (and judging by the things I see going on lately...oy!)  So let's be careful when we tell others that they're in error - or that the form of YHVH they use is perversion - when the issue is still dogmatic as it is not 100% proven - (except in some folks minds).

 

Again - there are scholars, Messianic included, on all sides of the issue of about 12 or so of the 30 some ways to pronounce YHVH!  It doesn't matter whether there is the in-the-middle contraction (as in Y'hoshua) or the end (as in Eliyahu) we still just don't know as in proper names in Tanakh we only have a contraction! - Add to that that some believe it is probably related to Ehyeh from Exodus - yet we still don't know! -- (I personally like Yah`oo`ay, or perhaps It is Y’ho`vah) , not that Y'hudah is close to YHVH in form.  But I have read from Professor Young to bubkis - and the bottom line - NO ONE is 100% sure! Even the Rabbis state that only Mashiach when He comes (again) will be able to reveal the correct pronunciation of YHVH – perhaps in this case they are right.

 

But I will offer something to consider... usually the notion is to error on the side of caution - having said that - if one reads the Sacred Texts of Tanakh as they've been handed down from the Massoretic Scribes for the Name of YHVH - then they also can't be in condemnation for doing so. Even that Rabbi's say that it is permissible to read It as such  if one doesn't catch oneself in time to stop oneself. - (So here is consideration for those who say YHVH should be pronounced as: Yah'hovah or Yehovah.)-  So, did the Massoretic Scribes leave YHVH as It was to be used with vowels, and only "say" it was changed? - Some scholars also think this is so.

 

Lately some have been discussing the possibility that perhaps as YHVH is unique and Holy in Hebrew - so then all Hebrew vowels with it are Holy. - And I kind of like this reasoning - perhaps it is so.

 

One final thought...Some years back I was praying to YAH about this, and asked Him how He felt about those who mis-pronounce His Name. I believe He told me: Do you get upset when your small grandchild comes to you and says your name incorrectly?... No ...Neither am I upset when My Childen speak My Name in love and praise and worship to Me.

But one Biblical poetic form of His Name/YHVH, that I’d guess no one disagrees is correct, is: YAH. 

 

Below is a good Web source on The-Name YHVH for further research....

 

http://www.yahweh.org/ 
 

http://www.yahweh.org/publications.html
[NOTE: I didn’t get into the correct Name of Yeshua Messiah in this paper. – That is a separate issue, as we can determine which is the correct form from several supportive evidences: Hebrew linguistics, historical and manuscript sources, etc….]
-----------------------------------------------

In Defense Of Shabbat (& on the Biblical Holy Days)...
One of the first objections that one often hears against keeping

Shabbat is that it is 'under the Law'. While that argument, even if it was

true, would not in itself be a reason to not observe the Sabbath; we

further note that Yeshua/Jesus Messiah Himself said that the Shabbat

was made for man... - When was Shabbat made?...At

Creation over 2000 years before the Law was even given on Mt. Sinai!

When you point this out to them, you'll then sometimes hear the objection:

Well, Israel didn't celebrate the Shabbat until after the Law was

given. - However that objection is also not true, as Scripture shows:

 

"See, for that YHVH/the-LORD hath given you the Sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. So the people rested on the seventh day. And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey." - Exodus 16:29-31.

 

This in Exodus (above) happened days before the children of Israel received the Law on Mt. Sinai. - One reason the commandment reads: "REMEMBER the Sabbath day..." -> is because they ALREADY knew of it, ALREADY had it, and ALREADY rested on it!

 

==================================

Study on the defense of Shabbat...
==================================

 

                                {QUESTION}:
    {Why don't Messianic Jews celebrate sunday, like most Churches do?}

 

                                 {ANSWER}:
 

MT12:8  NOTE:  Some  Christian writers have used this verse  in Matthew

        as part  of  their  examples  on  how  the  Shabbat  has  "been

        replaced"  by  sunday.  This  idea has  nothing to do with what

        Yeshua is saying here however.  While the command "remember the

        Sabbath day" is not specifically re-stated in the New Covenant,

        a case for its observance can be show in several ways:

             a.  Yeshua's  statement... the  Shabbat  is made for  man;

        should  tell us  right away that it has  been made for mankind,

        and is a gift from the Creator.

             b.  Yeshua's  statement...  it  is good to do  good on the

        Shabbat; not only testifies of Shabbat's existence, but what is

        to  be our  behavior on  the Shabbat... that  of  doing  good.

             c.  Yeshua's  statement...  whoever  shall  break  one  of

        these  least  mitzvot/commandments; shows that all commandments

        of  Torah  are  still in  effect,  and will be until heaven and

        earth pass away!

             d.  While    there    are   various   other   verses   and

        understandings  to show the continual existence of the Shabbat;

        there is no  statement  that  "sunday replaces the Shabbat"  in

        Scripture,  (The  idea  is  presented  by  some conjecture on a

        couple  of  verses  in  the  N.T., [SEE: Acts 20:7; Rev.1:10; &

        commentary],  but  upon  close  examination  are  shown  to  be

        unfounded).  Indeed, there is more to show that Shabbat remains

        Shabbat,  than  in  any  way  supports  this  idea  of "Shabbat

        replacement".   This  idea  of  "sunday  becoming the Shabbat",

        needless to say,  doesn't show up until many decades  after the

        time  of the  Book Of Acts, and isn't even practiced by all the

        "Churches"  when  it is ordered during the 4th century A.D. by

        the 'Catholic Church', as we see from the writings of Eusebius.

        In fact, it wasn't till after the 2nd fall of Jerusalem in 135

        A.D. that we start to see any departure at all from Biblical-Judaic

        observances of the Churches, including the Gentiles, and that

        not until about 165 A.D..

 

There are various verses in the New Covenant where the Talmidim/Disciples

and Apostles continued to meet on Shabbat.  Indeed, the early Church

historians note that the Congregations met on Shabbat during the 1st century

after Yeshua Messiah's resurrection, and some still were even as late as the

4th century when the leadership passed after the fall of Jerusalem to first

Antioch and later Rome.  Some in the Church say that the Apostles doing this

in the New Covenant was for witnessing purposes only, but Scripture makes it

plain that it was Paul's "custom"/[Gr.1486: as he was accustomed, as his

manner was...] to do this.

 

AC20:7   In the literal English reading of The Interlinear Bible /

         Hendrickson; {considered to be very Conservative and one of

         the best}, we read in: Acts 20:9 And on one of the Shabbats...

         {on-1722 And-1161 the-3588 one-3391 of-the-3588 Sabbaths-4521}

         This is reading is most literal.  But it has

         been translated in the King James reading as: And upon the

         first (day) of the week... {upon-1722 And-1161 the-3588 first-

         3391 (day) of-the-3588 week-4521}.  While this reading "can"

         be supported by the Greek, it is a secondary reading; and

         although we see from the context of the passage in Acts that

         it was a havdolah meeting, -{and hence it was going into the first

         day of the week, at sundown}, the more literal translation is still:

         "And on one of the Shabbats". - {Which would then make the

         meeting having been begun sometime before sunset on the

         Shabbat}. *ONE (first) 3391 [Strongs]: mia (mee'-ah) irreg.

         fem. of 1520; ONE or first.  *Shabbats (week) 4521 [Strongs]:

         Sabbaton (Sab'-bat-on) of Heb. or. [7676]; the Sabbath (i.e.

         Shabbath), or day of weekly repose from secular avocations

         (also the observance or institution itself); be extens. a

         se'nnight, i.e. the intercal between two Sabbaths -[this

         period being of course a week, but that is only by

         implication, and this of course is where the KJV translators

         opted to use a secondary reading of this word, which literal

         meaning is SHABBAT!]  *(day) -implied by the secondary

         translation of this group of words, but it is not present in

         the Greek at all.  CONCLUSION:  While it has been translated

         with a correct meaning: [on the first (day) of the

         week], the literal meaning I believe is better. NOTE: So...

         am I going to say those who opt for the usual translation,

         rather than the literal translation are

         wrong? - No, as "that" reading is supported also.  But, then,

         am I going to say that they are right? - Also, no, as I

         believe the literal reading is most correct of the two.

 

ON THE BIBLICAL FEAST DAYS AND SHABBAT..
 

RE20:4   NOTE: "Papias, a hearer of John, (and) bishop of Hierapolis in

         Asia, wrote only five books, which he entitled An Exposition

         of Discourses of the Lord. {...} This (Papias) is said to have

         promulgated the *Jewish tradition of a Millennium, and he is

         followed by Irenaeus, Apollinarius and the others, who say

         that after the resurrection the Lord will reign in the flesh

         with the saints." - (JEROME de vir. illust. 18.)

              *NOTE: This view of Papias (the early view) was much

         later in history denounced by the "Church"; interesting that

         now though in the 20th century the mainstream position of the

         Conservative Protestant Believers on the "Millennium" is once

         again in accord with Papias'.

              The conditions that will exist during the 1000 year

         Millennium Kingdom are spoken of in various places throughout

         Tanakh.  One thing that should become evident, is that the

         incorrect dogma that says: 'the earth will be uninhabited for

         this 1000 year period', is never once mentioned in any

         Scripture, in either Tanakh or the New Covenant, that speak

         clearly and are directly relating to this time [Rev.20:3-4,6,

         7-9; etc...] Clearly the Nations are on the earth, and Messiah

         reigning from Yerushalayim over them.

              It is believed by many, that as the first-spring Biblical

         Festivals all related to and were accomplished by Messiah at

         His first coming, - so too shall it be with His Second Coming.

         The following were accomplished in Messiah's First Coming

         (when He appeared as The-Suffering Messiah, somewhat we note

         in agreement with the Rabbinic idea of Messiah ben-Yosef):

           1). Chag HaMatzot/Festival Of Matzah/(Unleavened bread):

           commonly known by Gentile Churches as 'the Passion Week'.

           2). Pesach/Passover: Commonly known to the Gentile Churches

           as 'Good-Friday'.

           3). Omer Raesheet/First Feast Of First Fruits: Commonly

           known to the Gentile Churches as 'Resurrection Sunday'.

           4). Shavuot/Weeks: Commonly known to the Gentile Churches as

           'Pentecost', (50 days after the Resurrection).

         These feasts are observed by the majority of Gentile Churches,

         but usually on the wrong days due to using a Roman calendar,

         rather than the Jewish Biblical calendar, to figure them. This

         came about starting in the 4th century A.D., when the Gentile

         Churches for the most part rejected their Jewish roots; Jewish

         Messianic Brethren; and so too Biblical Judaic practice for

         the most part.  [For more on this see the Appendix to part II,

         in the history section.]

              And the following are seen as well as being Prophetic,

         speaking of Yeshua Messiah's Second Coming, when He shall

         appear as The-Reigning Messiah - Messiah Ben-David:

           1). Rosh HaShannah/Festival of New Year [Yom haT'ruah-

           (Festival of Trumpets)/Yom haZich'ron/(Festival of

           Remembrance)]: Seen as applying to the time of the "rapture"

           of the Congregation of Messiah, and the raising of the

           righteous dead.  [See commentary on 1Thes.4:16].

           2). Yom Kippur/Day of Atonement: Seen in its prophetic

           sense as the time Sha'ul talks about in Rom.11:26, where:

           "all Israel shall be Saved" - when they all will come to

           know Yeshua as their Messiah during the Tribulation-(the

           last half of this time period is called in Daniel: the time

           of Ya`akov's trouble.)

           3). Sukkot/Festival of "Booths/Tabernacles": Seen as the

           time when Messiah Yeshua Ben David shall reign over the

           Nations with a rod of iron (Re.2:27, 12:5, 19:15; Ps.2:6-10)

           and all His sanctified ones with Him (Rev.20:6) for 1000

           years.  It ends the 7th day on Hoshana Rabba. Hoshana Rabba

           is considered as an extension of Yom Kippur and the day when

           the gates of judgment finally close.  Therefore the 7th day

           even though during a joyful feast, is somewhat solemn. (See:

           1st Jewish Catalog p.128).  This then might remind us (being

           at the end of Sukkot) of the battle of Gog and Magog in Rev.

           20:7-10.  After this then, we come to the the 8th day....

           4). Shemini-Atzeret/The Eighth Day (the day after the

           conclusion of Sukkot): This Festival (like Rosh HaShannah

           [1Thes.4:16]) was viewed in Rabbinic opinion as somewhat of

           a "mystery", since no specific reason was given for it's

           observance (See: 1st Jewish Catalog p.128).  I believe

           though that this day would remind us of the final judgment

           by the Father of all creation (Rev.20:11-15).

           5). Simchat Torah: Is the Judaic practice of rejoicing over

           the Torah, and beginning anew the reading of the Torah,

           starting again at Beresheet/Genesis 1:1.  In Israel it is

           celebrated on the same day as Shemini-Atzeret; in the

           Diaspora the day after. But what I find interesting is that

           if one takes the understanding of Shemini-Atzeret in # 5

           above, and adds to it the fact that the Bible reading starts

           over again with these words: "In the Beginning God created

           the Heavens and the earth", - one is left with the

           interesting conclusion that Simchat-Torah would then be a

           Festival acknowledging the time of the "re-creation" of the

           Heavens in the earth (Rev.21:1).  This leads us then back

            full cycle to...

           ...Shabbat/Sabbath: Our current creation was at first given

           the Shabbat as we see in Beresheet/Genesis.  We are given

           the understanding that the Shabbat was not to have closed,

           since in Genesis the day 7th day never closes with an:

           "evening and a morning the '{...}' day.", (as we can see is

           stated for the other days.)  Therefore I believe that it was

           to have been an eternal state for the creation to remain in.

           Likewise, I believe one which will exist forever in the

           re-creation with the hew heavens and the new earth.

           [See commentary on 2Pet.3:8]  {Sanhedrin 7:3}

 

-----------

 

COL2:16  [thur v.17]: The First Biblical Festivals were shadows of

         things 'that came' - in Messiah's first coming: Chag

         HaMatzot; Pesach; Omer Raesheet; Shavuot (Passion Week;

         Passover/Good-Friday; Resurrection Sunday; Pentecost); but the

         Second Biblical Festivals ARE A SHADOW OF THINGS "TO COME":

         Rosh HaShannah; Yom Kippur; Sukkot (The Rapture; Salvation to

         all Israel; The Reign Of Messiah Yeshua Ben-David for 1000

         years) [See commentary on Rev. 20:4].

              Some have tried to use this verse, pointing to Messianic

         Jewish Believers who remain Torah observant, and saying to

         them: 'See, those things are worthless, they are only shadows,

         but the substance is of Christ.'  And my response to them?

         - True they are shadows of Messiah: a shadow OF THINGS TO

         COME.  Shall I now consider the shadow of the substance -

         Messiah, a worthless thing?, when you and I both celebrate the

         shadow of things that DID COME to pass in Messiah? -- I think

         not!  Besides, the verse says to let no one judge you, - so

         don't judge Jewish Believers in their walk with Messiah.

 

-------------

Some in the "church" have attempted to use these verses in Galatians as
being against Shabbat, however....
 

GA4:3    And while enslaved under the 'elements-(4747) of the world-

         -<elemental spirits="" of="" the="" universe-="">' we're also</elemental>

         'guarded under Torah' [See v. 23].  This discussion must be

         taken into consideration with what was just said of the

         "guarding of the Torah", and this so as not to confuse the

         'elements of the world', with the Word of Elohim/God - the Torah.

 

GA4:10   When reading verses 8 & 9 together it is obvious that the

         'observance' talked about in verse 10 refers to prior (and

         continued) pagan practice; rather than anything Judaic in

         nature.  Which of course makes sense since he is addressing

         Goyim/Gentiles, and so they would not be returning to prior

         Torah practice; as before they knew Messiah they didn't have the

         written Torah.  [See: Romans 2]  So Sha'ul is here addressing

         yet another problem in Galatia.

 

-----------------------

 

The following shows the Catholic mindset against Biblical Judaism that led
to introduction of non-Biblical practices in the Church, and also
specifically address the issue of Shabbat as well in places as noted....
 

Anti-Judaic {mainly Catholic} writings, 4th Century A.D. & on...
.

One finds the same concern at the council of Nicaea [A.D.325], when the

issue came up in respect to easter.  Eusebius of Caesarea informs us of

the emperor Constatine's opinion:  "It appears an unworthy thing that

in the celebration of this most holy feast we should follow the

practice of the Jews, who have impiously defiled their hands with

enormous sin, and are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with blindness

of soul....Let us have nothing in common with the detestable Jewish

crowd."  Eusebius, Life of Constantine 3.18-19 [Nicene and Post Nicene

Fathers, Second Series, 1:524-525].

.

See J. Isaac, op.cit.,p.146.  Significantly, J. Parkes notices "the

strange and tragic fact" that the Judeo-Christian were excommunicated

by the Gentile Christians "not for inadequate Christology, but because

they still observed 'the law'"[The Foundations of Judaism and

Christianity, p.222].

.

Thus, among many other church historians, J.A.W. Neander has noted: "It

was through opposition to Judaism that the feast of the Sunday was

introduced very early in the place of the Shabbat." J.A.W. Neander,

Allgemeine Geschichte der Christlichen Religion und Kirche, I,1,p.513.

.

Constantine's decree is clear:"The Emperor Constantine to A. Helpidius.

All Judges, townspeople and all occupations should rest on the most

honorable day of the SUN.  Farmers indeed should be free and unhindered

in their cultivation of the fields, since it frequently occurs that

there is no more suitable day for entrusting seed of corn to the

furrows and slips of vine to the holes prepared for them, lest haply

the favorable moment sent by divine providence be lost." Code of

Justinian III.12 [de feriis].3.

.

The role which the figure of Judas played in the Dreyfus affair is well

known. "That Dreyfus is capable of treason," declared Barres. "is

something I conclude from his race."  In the Civita Cattolica [February

5, 1898], a Jesuit periodical in Rome, one could read: "The Jews were

created by a special decree of Providence in order that noble cause

might not lack traitors." [Cf. Rabi, Anatomie du Judaisme francais,

pp.74,75.].

.

As one example, among others, we may cite this letter of the bishop of

Agobard - a passage chosen from among the most violent of the epoch:

"The men who are subject to the Mosaic Law are accursed and covered

with the curse as by a garment, a curse which has soaked like water

into their guts and like oil into their bones, cursed in the city and

cursed in the field, cursed in their coming in and cursed in their

going out.  Cursed are the fruit of their body, of their ground, of

their flocks, of their cellars, of their granaries, of their

storehouses, of their sustenance and the crumbs of their meals!" Letter

to the archbishop of Narbonne, between A.D. 826 and 828; cited by J.

Regne, "Les Juifs de Narbonne," Revue des Etudes juives, LV [1908], 34.

[Cf. L. Poliakov, The History of Anti-Semitism: vol.I: From the Time of

Christ to the Court Jews, pp.29-30.].

.

In many ways 1096 marked a turning point in Jewish history.  The trail

of blood and smoldering ruins left behind in the Jewish communities

from France to Palestine...

From the First Crusade on, anti-Jewish persecutions exercised a

dangerously contagious appeal, which in periods of great emotional

stress degenerated into a mass psychosis spilling over national

boundaries. "Salo W. Baron, A Social and Religious History of the Jews.

vol.IV, p.89.

.

The loan of money...is the real motive for the tolerance of the lord

who admitted the Jew, protected him, encouraged him, and then

systematically exploited him and pitilessly fleeced him when the

occasion presented itself, which was quite frequently." L.Gauthier,

"Les juifs dans les deux Bourgognes," in Revue d'Etudes Juives, XLIX

[1904],14.

.

As early as the Fourth Lateran Council it had been "decided that the

Jews must distinguish themselves from the Christians by their dress."

[Cf. Fourth Lateran Council, canons 67-70, in Mansi 22, pp.1054 ff.].

.

Eusebius of Caesarea[ca. 330], bishop contemporaneous with Constantine,

says quite explicitly in his commentary on the Psalms, "On that day of

light, the first day of the real SUN, when we gather together at

intervals of six days...we then accomplish, following spiritual laws,

that which had to be accomplished during the Sabbath...all that which

had to be accomplished during the Sabbath we have brought over to the

Lord's Day, inasmuch as it is the most important, the dominant, the

first, and it has more value than the Sabbath."  Commentary of the

Psalms, on Psalm 91; see W. Rordorf, Sabbat et dimanche, pp.79,81.

.

Church historians have not failed to take note of this matter: "The

Hebrew Sabbath having been abolished by Christians, the Church made

a sacred days of Sunday, partly because it was the day of the

resurrection, but largely because it was the weekly festival of the sun;

for it was definite Christian policy to take over the pagan festivals

endeared to the people by tradition, and to give them a Christian

significance.  But as a solar festival, Sunday was the sacred day of

Mithra; and it is interesting to notice that since Mithra was addressed

as Dominus, 'Lord,' Sunday must have been 'the Lord's Day' long before

Christian times."  Arthur Weigall, The Paganism in Our Christianity

[New York, 1928], p.145.

.

Constantine: We desire to have nothing in common with this so hated

people, for the Redeemer has marked out another path for us.  To this

we will keep, and be free from disgraceful association with this people.

...The Apostolic Canons, [4th cent.]:  If a clergyman enter into a

synagogue of Jews or heretics, [i.e., Nazarenes/Messianic Jews] to pray,

let him be excommunicated. [Cannon 64].  If any bishop, presbyter or

deacon, or any one of the list of clergy, keeps fast of festival with

the Jews, or receives from them any gift of their feasts, as unleavened

bread, or any such things, let him be deposed.  If he be a layman, let

him be excommunicated. [Ibid 70].

.

At Elvira [Elibris] near Granada Spain, nineteen bishops, thirty-six

presbyters, and more deacons, met in 324 A.D. to enact among other

matters:  Landholders are to be admonished not to suffer the fruits

which they receive from God with the giving of thanks, to be blessed

by the Jews, lest our benediction be rendered invalid and unprofitable.

If anyone shall venture to do so after this interdiction, let him

altogether be ejected from the Church. [Ibid 49]  If any person,

whether clerical or one of the faithful, shall take food with the Jews,

he is to abstain from our communion, that he may learn to amend.

[Ibid 50].

.

Some Professions of Faith Required of Jewish Converts.[Quoted from

Prkes, The Conflict of the Church and the Synagogue,pp.397-400]:

From the Church of Constantinople [Assemani, Cod.Lit.,I,p.105]...As

a preliminary to his acceptance as a catechumen, a Jew "Must confess

and denounce verbally, the whole of Hebrew people, forthwith declare

that with a whole heart and sincere faith he desires to be received

among the Christians.  Then he must renounce openly in the church all

Jewish superstition, the priest saying, and he, or his sponsor if he is

a child, replying in these words:

     I renounce all customs, rites, legalisms, unleavened breads and

sacrifice of lambs of the Hebrew, and all the other feasts of the

Hebrew, sacrifices, prayers, aspersions, purifications, sanctifications,

and propitiations, and fasts and new moons, and Sabbaths, and

superstitions, and hymns and chants and observances and synagogues, and

the food and drink of the Hebrew; in one word, I renounce absolutely

everything Jewish, every law, rite and custom,...But if it be with

deceit and hypocrisy, and not with a sincere and perfect faith and a

genuine love of Christ, but with  pretence to be a Christian that I

come, and if afterwards I shall wish to deny and return to Jewish

superstition, or shall be found eating with Jews, or feasting with

them, or secretly conversing with them and condemning the Christian

religion instead of openly confuting them and condemning their vain

faith, then let the trembling of Cain and the leprosy of Gehazi cleave

to me, as well as the anathema in the world to come, and may my soul be

set down with Satan and the devils."

.

The inflexible perfidy of the Jews comes at length to be subdued by

piety and the divine grace.  For by inspiration of the Most High God,

our most excellent and Christian prince [Chintila], inflamed with ardor

for the faith, together with the clergy of his kingdom, has resolved to

eradicate to the uttermost their prevarication and superstition, not

suffering to the residence of anyone in the land, who is not a

Catholic.  For which zeal we render thanks...[Sixth Council at Toledo,

Cannon 3.].

.

First Crusade: knight Godfrey de Bouillon declared that he would avenge

the blood of Jesus on that of the Jews. The German & French: "Let us be

revenged for our Messiah upon the Jews that are among us, and let us

destroy them from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be had no

more in remembrance; so shall they change their glory and be like unto

us; then we will go to the east."...Bishop Englebert to the massacre of

Treves, "Wretches, your sins have come upon you; ye who have blasphemed

the Son of God and calumniated his Mother.  This is the cause of your

present miseries - this, if ye persist in your obduracy will destroy

you body and soul forever."

.

Many of the noblest families were degraded by beholding some one of

their members wearing the san-benito, as confessed and pardoned

heretics. Though their chief victims were selected from those who were

suspected of secret Judaism, yet the slightest taint of Judaism in the

blood was sufficient to excite suspicion, and if possible, the

vengeance of the Inquisitors.[Milman, Hist.of the Jews,Vol.II, p.399.].

.

In some places they were not content with burning the living; their

insatiable vengeance warred on the dead.  Sepulchres were broken open,

and the bodies of suspected Jews, which had wickedly intruded

themselves into consecrated ground but had long slumbered in peace, and

their souls gone to their account, were torn up and exposed to shame

and insult. [Milman, loc.cit. p.389.].

.

The entire address, auto-da-fes, 18th century by Archbishop of

Cranganor at Lisbon, Sept. 6, 1705, [Mocatta, The Inquisition and

Judaism], too long, {and stupid anyway} to post.

.

"...after the devil you have no more bitter, venomous, violent enemy,

that the real Jew,"

...[1]Burn their synagogues and schools; what will not burn, bury with

earth, that neither stone nor rubbish remain. [2]In like manner, break

into and destroy their houses. [3]Take away all their prayer-books and

Talmuds, in which are nothing but godlessness, lies, cursing and

swearing. [4]Forbid their rabbis to teach on pain of life and limb.[5]

Forbid them to travel: as they are neither lords nor officials, nor

merchants, they should stay at home. (NOTE:{kind of stupid, he would

have had their homes destroyed in point 2!}) [6]Interdict all usury:

we are not their subjects, but they ours. [7]In the hands of all young

Jews and Jewesses should be placed flails, axes, mattocks, spades,

distaffs, spinning-wheels, and let them get their livelihood in the

sweat of their brow as should all the children of Adam."  [Martin

Luther; Von de Juden und ihren Jugen (of the Jews and their lies)].

.

"If I find a Jew to baptise, I shall lead him to the Elbe bridge, hang

a stone around his neck, and push him into the water, baptizing him

with the name of Abraham!" [Cited by L. Poliakov, op. cit., I, p.223]

.

Except for the last two, which are from Martin Luther, the above are

but a portion of the various quotes of anti-Semitism by the Catholic

Church.

 

The Papacy came into being ("Pope" in Latin means "Papa-Father") in

440-461 A.D.  Pope Leo I proclaimed himself Lord of the "whole Church,"

(universal papacy).  He said resistance to his authority was a sure way

to hell.  From 440 A.D. to 1513-1521 A.D., "the Church" was in control

when Martin Luther protested against the child Pope Leo the 10th (he

was 13 years old).  The "Church" had wreaked havoc with Christianity.

Under Pope Leo, the Unam Sanctam was reaffirmed. This states that every

human being must be subject to the Roman Pontiff for salvation.  (Refer

to Halley's Bible Handbook, an abbreviated Bible commentary by Henry H.

Halley, published by Zondervan, first copyright 1927, 24th edition

1963, page 780).

      Quoting Halley's Bible further (page 776),

       "Innocent III (1198-1216) the most powerful of all Popes,

       claimed to be "Vicar of Christ," "Vicar of God," "Supreme

       sovereign over the Church and the world."  Claimed the

       right to depose kings and princes; and that "all things on

       earth and in heaven and in hell are subject to the vicar of

       Christ"

      "He brought the church into supreme control of the state.

       The Kings of Germany, France, England and practically all

       the Monarchs of Europe obeyed his will.  He even brought

       the Byzantine Empire under his control.  Never in history

       had any one man exerted more power.

      "He ordered two crusades, decreed transubstantiation,

       confirmed suricular confession, declared that Peter's

       successor "can never in any way depart from the Catholic

       faith," Papal infallibility.  He condemned the Magna Carta,

       forbade the reading of the Bible in vernacular, ordered the

       extermination of heretics, instituted the Inquisition,

       ordered the massacre of the Albigenses.  More blood was

       shed under his direction and that of his immediate

       successors than any other period of Church history, except

       in the Papacy's effort to crush the reformation in the 16th

       and 17th centuries.  One would think Nero "the Beast" had

       come to life in the name of the Lamb.  The Inquisition,

       called the "Holy office," was instituted by Pope Innocent

       III, and perfected under the second following Pope, Gregory

       IX.  Later on the Inquisition was the main agency in the

       Papacy's effort to crush the Reformation.  It is stated

       that in the 30 years between 1540-1570, no fewer than

       900,000 Protestants were put to death in the Pope's War for

       the extermination of the Waldenses.

      "Think of Monks and Priests in holy garments, directing,

       with heartless cruelty and inhuman brutality, the work of

       torturing and burning alive innocent men and women, and

       doing it in the name of Christ, by the direct order of the

       "Vicar of Christ".

      "The Inquisition was the most infamous and devilish thing in

       human history.  It was devised by Popes, and used by them

       for 500 years, to maintain their power.

 

      Vatican II, D. 28, 59 - "Finally the Immaculate Virgin

       preserved free from all stain of original sin, was taken up

       body and soul into heavenly glory, when her earthly life

       was over, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things,

       that she might be the more fully conformed to her son, the

       Lord of Lords and Conqueror of Sin and Death."

      Vatican II, D. 28, 62 - "Taken up to heaven, she did not

       lay aside this saving office but by her manifold

       intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal

       salvation."

 

      Much of this dogma was established in Rome and founded on the occult

and paganism.  The religion of the Queen of Heaven was the goddess as

described in Jeremiah 7:18-20.

----------------------------------------------

ON COMMUNION:

.The following is from Email discussions, on what I believe to be a very important topic, from M & C (& G) to W - [W being the one giving the REPLIES below.]  As a result, it will be a little hard to follow perhaps.  It has only been slightly modified to keep this post on topic with the subject matter.

W RESPONDS>

FIRST: Of course, the "eucharist", as it was applied for centuries by the catholic church was in a non-Biblical understanding {transubstantiation for example was the catholic church stating exactly the opposite of what Yeshua Messiah Himself said concerning this}:

John/Yochanan

6:56 Whosoever\[G1P> He that]/[R> the (one)] [R> partaking of]-eats My

body, and drinks-[R> drinking of] My blood, in Me he remains/abides-

[G1> is], (and)-[PR> and] I in him.

6:57 [R> Even] As the living Father [P> has] sent Me, and I 'am alive

because of/[R> through]' the-[G1> My] Father, (so) he-[R> the (one)]

'that shall eat (of)/[R(lit)> partaking]' [G1> My body]/Me-[R] [P> he

also]/[R> even that one] shall 'be alive/[PR> live]' 'because of/[R>

through]' Me.

6:58 This/[W> He] is the Bread that came down from-[R> out of] Heaven,

not as 'that which/[PR> the manna]' your fathers ate (of) and died;

whosoever-[G1> he that]-[R> the one] of this Bread 'shall eat/[R>

partaking]' [PR> will] 'lives forever/[R> live to the age]'.

6:59 These things said He in the-[R> a] synagogue {R> while [G1> He

was]}, teaching in/at K'far-Nachum-[G1> Kaph].

6:60 And many of His Talmidim {G1> 'when they/[P> who]' heard}-[(R)]

were saying: 'Hard is this Word/[P> This is a hard speech]'; who can-

[R> is able to] hear it?

6:61@ *'Now Yeshua, when He knew/[P> And Yeshua knew in Himself]' that

His Talmidim [G2P]-(were)-[G1P> were] murmuring {G1> at-[R>about] this}

-[P], [P> and He]-[R> Yeshua] said unto them: Does this offend/stumble

you?

     *[R> But knowing within Himself...]

6:62 {R> But} (what) if [PR> then] you {R> shall-[P> were to]} see the

Son of man 'going up/[P> ascend to]' where He was {R> from} 'of old\[P>

the beginning]/[R> at first]\[W> formerly]'?

6:63 *It is the spirit that 'gives life/[R> makes alive]', {PR> or} the

body-[R> flesh] 'has nothing profited\[P> profits nothing]/[R> does not

profit -nothing!]'; the Words that I {G1R> Myself} 'have spoken\[P>

used]/[R> speak]' with-[R> unto] you [P> they]-{R} are Ruach/Spirit and

[P> they]-{R} {G1> are} life.

     *[W> The Spirit is the One who creates life, ...]

     *[G1> He is HaRuach/The-Spirit that gives life to the body, but

     you say, -the body nothing profits....]

     [V1/(G1)> "It is the Spirit that quickeneth the body; but ye say,

     the body profiteth nothing."]

SECOND: Later then, "Substantiation" was basically an attempt to return to the understanding that Yeshua's words were RUACH/Spirit, {and not flesh – which would have then been a violation of Torah}; and so being words in RUACH – in accord with what Sha'ul says...

1 CORINTHIANS

11:21 But, one and another, proceeds to eat his own supper; and one is

      hungry, and another is drunk.

11:22 What! have you no houses in which you can eat and drink? or,

      despise you the Congregation of Elohim/God, and shame them who

      have nothing?  What shall I say to you?  Shall I praise you?  In

      this I praise you not.

11:23 @ For I have received from our Lord, that which I imparted to

      you; that our Lord Yeshua, on the night He was betrayed, took

      bread/<(matzah)>,

11:24 And blessed (with the b'rakhah), and broke [(it)], and said:

      {A> Take, eat}-[PR]; this is My body, which is {A> [m> given]-

      broken}-[PR] for your sakes: thus do you, in remembrance of Me.

11:25 So, after they had supped, He gave also the cup, and said: This

      cup is the New Covenant in My blood: thus/<this> do you, as often

      as you drink [(it)], in remembrance of Me.

11:26 For as often as you eat this bread/<matzah)>, and drink this cup,

      you commemorate the death of our Lord, until His advent/coming/

      arrival.

11:27 He therefore, who eats of the bread/(matzah)> of the Lord, and

      drinks of His cup, and is not worthy of it, is guilty of [AMP]-

      the-{R} blood of the Lord, and of His body.

11:28 For this reason, a man should examine himself, and then eat of

      this bread/(matzah)>, and drink of this cup:

THIRD: We further see from Acts in the timing, that this would have been a Havdolah service, at the conclusion of Shabbat {or saturday evening}. Sefardi Rabbinic writings from Spain in the 12th century even state that Shim'on Kefa {Simon Peter} himself wrote the Havdolah service!

The early Didache writing shows that this practice was done by the

Believers...

DIDACHE:
{The following Messianic version is a writing by Messianic Jews to the

Gentile/Goyim Congregations during the 1st Century A.D. period.}...

9.> But as touching the Communion thanksgiving, give you thanks thus; First, as regards the cup: We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for the Holy Vine of Thy son David, which You made known unto us through Thy Son Yeshua/Jesus; Thine is the glory for ever and ever. Then, as regards the broken bread: We give Thee thanks, O our Father, for the life and knowledge which You did make known unto us through Thy Son Yeshua; Thine is the glory forever and ever. As this broken bread was scattered upon the mountains, and being gathered up together became one, so may Thy Edot/Congregation be gathered together from the ends of the earth into Thy Kingdom; for Thine is the glory and the power through Yeshua Mashiach/Messiah forever and ever. But let no one eat or drink of this Communion thanksgiving, but they that have been Immersed into the Name of the Lord; for concerning this also the Lord has said: Give not that which is holy to the dogs.

10.> And after you are satisfied, thus give you thanks: We give Thee thanks, Holy Father, for Thy holy Name, which You have made to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality, which You have made know unto us through Thy Son Yeshua; Thine is the glory forever and ever. You, Almighty Master, did create all things for Thy Name's sake, and did give food and drink unto men for enjoyment, that they might render thanks to Thee; and did bestow upon us spiritual food, and drink, and eternal life through Thy Son.

Before all things we give Thee thanks that You art powerful; Thine is the glory forever and ever. Remember Lord, Thy Edot/Congregation, to deliver it from all evil, and to perfect it in Thy love; and to gather it together from the four winds - Even the Edot/Congregation which has been sanctified - into Thy kingdom which You have prepared for it; for Thine is the power and the glory forever and ever. May grace come, and may this world pass away. Hoshanna to the God of David. If any man is holy, let him come; if any man is not, let him repent. Marana-ta, Amaine.

-
CONCLUSION: For us as Messianic Believers - Communion is a remembrance of Yeshua Messiah's Pesach Sedar that night, not a "eucharist".

============

C WRITES:> So why do we call it communion at all.

W REPLY:

Communion means "fellowship"; when we do this in rememberance of Him, we enter into fellowship with Him.

[2842 koinwnia koinonia koy-nohn-ee'-ah from 2844; TDNT-3:797,447; n f

AV-fellowship 12, communion 4, communication 1, distribution 1, contribution 1, to communicate 1; 20 1) fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation, intercourse

1a) the share which one has in anything, participation

1b) intercourse, fellowship, intimacy

1b1) the right hand as a sign and pledge of fellowship (in fulfilling the apostolic office)

1c) a gift jointly contributed, a collection, a contribution, as exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship]

C WRITES:> It wasn't called that in any of the letters.

W REPLY:

Well... yes it was...

1 Corinthians 10:16  The cup <4221> of blessing <2129> which <3739> we bless <2127> (5719), is it <2076>  (5748) not <3780> the communion <2842> of the blood <129> of Christ <5547>? The bread <740> which  <3739> we break <2806> (5719), is it <2076> (5748) not <3780> the communion <2842> of the body <4983> of Christ <5547>?

C WRITES:> When we drink wine and break challah at the beginning and ending of Shabbat, and we remember what Yahshua did for us, isn't it the same idea?

W REPLY:

Only if the challah and the wine are sanctified for THAT purpose,

otherwise - your celebrating the Shabbat, and remembering what Yeshua did for us.  No problem with that - but one doesn't equate to the other if it is not purposed and set apart to identify the mitzvah as Yeshua Messiah outlined to His Talmidim and as Sha'ul so also affirmed in Scripture.

C WRITES:> We don't have to have communion at all!!!!

REPLY:

Taken from a Biblical understanding of the term - you're saying we don't have to have "fellowship" at all - I don't think that's what you had in mind?!  However, if you mean that we don't have to enter into a "catholic eucharist" - that would be correct.

{…}

W REPLY:

I think part of the problem, is some people see what some in the gentile "church" have wrongly added to Brit HaChadashah Biblical Mitzvot and practices {and even Yeshua Himself} - and so: have attempted to correct the problem by rejecting the Mitzvot and practices {and even Yeshua Himself} - rather than being circumspect and seeing WHAT/{WHO} was added to – and rejecting the ADDITIONS.

==========

G> W>"Communion means "fellowship"; when we do this in rememberance of Him, we enter into fellowship with Him."<W  Somehow I don't see the JEWISH believers calling "fellowship" by a greek name.

W REPLY:

They wouldn't have spoken English either, but that would make for a

low-traffic web-site if we didn't do that here:-) But the point being the Greek speaking Jewish Believers in the Diaspora would have, and the Hebrew speaking Believers would have used the Hebrew equilivant.  I think some folks are so upset over the hellonization of the Judaic Covenant in Yeshua HaMashiach, that they "tend" to want to throw out everything and start over.

But if you think about it, that is the same mind-set that led to the

"gentile church" GENTILEizing everything in the first place!

WE shouldn't be throwing out, or changing into OUR own image ANYTHING!

Circumspectly: we should be returning, tshuvah: to the Biblical, Judaic, 1st century Messianic worship without our own pre-conceptions, and not take the stance that we exist simply as an anti-gentile polemic!

We aren't to be defined as how much we DON'T believe as the gentiles

believe, we are defined by how much we DO believe as Scripture states.  If we do the former, we'll have nothing but a walk that is constantly looking at what someone is doing wrong - to try and make ourselves feel that we are doing right.  My walk should not be defined in how much I can detect what others are doing wrong; that's what JW's try to do - and their religion simply becomes a self-gratification that: "you are wrong and I am right". Sometimes that comes about with someone who is not confident in their own walk, so they constantly need to reassure themselves that they are right by looking at what others are doing wrong.

I'm not "afraid" of the word "communion" because it has been wrongfully used by some in the Gentile-Body of Messiah over the centuries, nor because it is a Greek word. - {If Sha'ul was writing to the Jewish Believers in Brooklyn today - he'd be writing in English, maybe Yiddish forty years ago}.  I'm not going to throw out Communion, neither the word nor the practice, which is mentioned in Scripture, simply because it is a Greek word, nor because it has been dressed up at times over the centuries with egyptian clothing; - that is what ha-satan would have us do: shun the True because he has attempted to veil it with the profane; - rather I'll cast down the profane and remove the egyptian clothing in my walk and cling to the True!, - and then gently instruct those who oppose themselves and have entered into error - not in condemnation, but in love.

{But the kicker is: Communion isn't even a Greek word, it's an English word that also means fellowship!, commune. :-}

The Ka'arim/Kararite Jews have many things that they don't agree with the Rabbinic Jews in; should the Rabbinic Jews then throw out Torah, {insofar as the places where the Ka'arim have a correct understanding}, and start over? Maybe the Ka'arim should completely disregard where the Rabbinic Jews are correct in their understanding of Torah, and then go on and disregard Torah because they {R-Jews} don't have all their Mitzvout in a row, - simply because they are Rabbinic-Jews?!  Looking at it from this perspective – it sounds ridiculous.

Don't get me wrong: right is right, and wrong is wrong; but one is right because they are right, not because they figured out the other guy is wrong :-)

==========

M>  I guess I am missing something . . . are we talking about fellowship (if so, why didn't the KJV translators  use the word fellowship as did most other later translators) or are we talking about a "ceremony" or the "rite" of and act, specifically "communion." 

W REPLY:

The Greek word is the same <2842> and is translated as "fellowship" by KJV when it refers more to a verb, and as communion when it refers more to a noun.  COMMUNEion is English word, only slightly out of use {remember the communes of the 60's :-) - I digress...}, that basically means fellowship as well.  However, that doesn't entirely hold true - as a couple of times communion is used when it is a verb [2 Cor. 6:14, 2 Cor. 13:14].  But we are talking about an "act", not as defined by the "catholic church", but by the Brit HaChadashah.  We see in 1Cor. that this practice had become an "act", that it was most-probably done at the Havdolah service at the close of Shabbat by looking at Acts, and that it was Sanctified - that is set apart.  Kiddush and Havdolah are a sanctification themselves, but to do remembrance as Sha'ul and Messiah Himself stated, requires that the observance itself be sanctified in addition; otherwise when the unBeliever comes into the Pesach or Havdolah, they would be partaking in something they don't believe in - and what Sha'ul states {below} would come into play, as they were then doing it in a mundane manner, and not being sanctifying themselves nor sanctifying the "act".  Ask yourself.... if it wasn't an "act", then why does Sha'ul give instructions for it? - Since pretty much everyone knows how to eat and drink :-)

1Cor.

11:29 For whoever eats and drinks of it, *while he is unworthy, eats

      and drinks condemnation on himself, by not discerning the body

      {A> of the Lord}-[PR].

           *[(P)R>, in an unworthy manner, ...]-{A}

11:30 For this cause, many among you are diseased and sickly, and many

      sleep/[Syr./alt> have died].

11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

11:32 But when we are judged by our Lord, we are really-chastised/

      [Syr.> are chastised to be chastised], that we may not be

      condemned with the world.

M>  I am talking about a group of people getting together at a church, or at a "bible study" and taking  "communion", that is, drinking a little wine and eating a piece of bread remembrance of the blood and flesh of Messiah. Is this something that you and {...} do since you are defending it with such rigor? 

W REPLY:

Defending what? - What the Bible literally says? - Yes!  I'm not defending the "catholic" rite of communion; I'm simply pointing out a word in the text of Scripture, and  then stating what the Brit HaChadashah literally says!

M>  I am saying that there is not such a meaningless service or rite. 

W REPLY:

As the catholics have defined it, true; but I'm not talking about a "catholic" definition - I'm simply talking about what the Brit HaChadashah has to say.  I don't care what "veneer" ha-satan has tried to put up around Holy Biblical things, {may the profane be cast down}, but I'm not going to run from the Holy because ha-satan has tried to cloud it with the profane either!

M>  We as Natzrim do not "change the moedim" (Daniel 7) but seek to express our worship not in the way of  the "gentile" (nations) around us but to re-program our minds to follow the mandated and traditional practices of the Hebraic fathers, or at least as we know of the practices of the 1st century believers. 

W REPLY:

True; that's what I've said about three times now.  But I'm not "scared" of the english word "communion" which simply means fellowship either simply because it has become a catholic-ritual.  It's not the "act" of communion as stated in the KJV that's the problem, [fellowship is an english synonymous for that word], it is the babalyonian trappings that were added to the "act" that's outlined in the Brit HaChadashah.  We shouldn't try and make it into a "non-act" simply because we are repulsed by the "act" that the catholics have made it into!  My problem is: you seem to say that the Brit HaChadashah says it isn't an "act" [when it clearly defines it as such], which appears to be a knee-jerk anti-Christian response that leads you do reject to Holy simply because you are fleeing from the profane.  If that's the case - then ha-satan wins a double victory. - Why? - Because the enemy clouded the Holy with profane veneer - and the gentiles are afraid to drop the profane for fear they are giving up the Holy; and "some" Messianic's are running from the Holy - because they reject the profane!  Just because tares are growing in a wheat field - don't burn the field!  Rather instruct them, in love, as to what Scripture says - so they can see the profane and tear it down in their walk.  I [as well as almost every Believer on here!] first came to know Yeshua Messiah as Jesus Christ! - It was He that showed me the errors of the "church" over the last 2,000 {almost} years that have clouded the Judaic Scriptures, and He led/instructed me in the removal of the "egyptian clothing" I'd been wearing.  It's like I'd been watching the right channel, but the contrast and color was off, but He didn't have me/[us] smash the TV! {sorry, kind of a mundane example}.

M>  I am saying that the term "fellowship" or "intimate community relationships" conducted around a seder, a havdallah, erev Shabbat or oneg are the traditional 1st century Hebraic expressions of "fellowship" around the concept of Messiah . . .  not what we have seen and experienced in our previous indoctrinations in the anomas society of the Roman church her daughters, the Protestants, and her grandaughters, all who were birthed from "her". 

W REPLY:

Fine, while we’re at it - let's run from the Rabbinic pagan additions too: calling YHVH's Holy months by the names of Babylonian deities, waving chickens over their heads, cabbalistic invocations in the baal-shem-tov of forms of the Name of  HaShem to perform magic, reincarnation and medieval witchcraft introduced into the Zohar; etc., etc....  Am I advocating throwing out everything the Rabbi's say because they have "some" pagan practices? - NO! - but maybe now you get my point!

===============

C> I would like to respond in love.  I think we all know what YOU mean.  We have all come out of the "Christian" background and know what communion is and is meant to be.  I think I know a little of what M means too.  Of which I don't think you get it.  So let me try to put it a little different.  At the time of the apostles, way back in 30 40 50 and etc.  when they were getting together on Motze Shabbat and having a ceremony called Havdalah, there were probably those that were treating it as a drinking and eating orgy.  This "could" be what Paul was talking about.  When the cup was blessed and the bread was broke, there could have been some that were not doing it in the right way. 

W REPLY:

Yes; obviously, - in part because they were treating it mundane instead of Sanctified.  But Sha'ul specifically refers to the Body and Blood of Yeshua Messiah - it was MORE than just kiddush!  And yes it was done as an "act" - as we have the Didache from late 1st Century Messianic Jewish Believers giving a liturgy for it! - Way before the council of niacea {sp} and trent with the "catholic" stance.

{…}

C> The RITE OF COMMUNION the act that you are talking about did not exist as that act with that name until the Catholic Church CREATED it thus. 

W REPLY:

No, it didn't exist as the "catholic church created it".  I've said that besides being integrated into the Pesach Seder, it was most-probally later a part of the Havdolah service. - So where's the "Bread" in the Sefardi or Ashkanazi Havdolah service? [but as I noted it is real interesting that the Sefardi writings in the 12th century A.D. site Shim'on Kefa/Simon Peter has having written the Havdolah service.]  It think the Peshitta uses a form of the Aramaic word for fellowship in that passage, ask S. T.; as for the "observance" - do you know of any other observance in Rabbinic Judaism that notes the Body and Blood of Yeshua Messiah?!  And no it wasn't as the Catholic Church had it, I already said that!

C> I am quite sure that none of the Jews or Gentiles or Natzrim of the early congregations and gatherings EVER called the act of breaking bread and blessing wine in remembrance of Yahshua as COMMUNION. 

W REPLY:

See above.  But no, - the Diaspora Jews speaking Greek would have said koinonia for that specific "act" that Sha'ul outlines - an "act" found NO WHERE ELSE in Rabbinic lit.; obviously Messianic, and obviously done by the Messianic-Brethren.

C> So now then, if this makes some since, why would we do it now?  We are called to be separate, so isn't the act of Erev Shabbat and Havdalah and especially the Passover service, since this is what Yahshua himself was talking about, enough of a time to come together to perform this act of remembrance over the bread and wine?  Why do we have to ADD some other SPECIAL and DIFFERENT time and call it COMMUNION? 

W REPLY:

First of all: who said some "different time"!  I said "Havdolah" myself, but if someone wants to do that some other time - that is between them and YHVH I'd think.  But yes "special" - rather: sanctified.  Yeshua Messiah Himself spoke those words, it is re-stated by Sha'ul, unless you think the New Covenant Scriptures are in error. - However: the Shem-Tov Matthew, the DuTillet, Aramaic Evangelion Da-MePharreshe [both texts], and the Peshitta all say basically the same thing - so be careful.  No, one doesn't have to say the word "communion", [though that is in the text], and I sure don't like the word: eucharist; but what I DO have a BIG problem with is when one says that there is no such "act", when it is mentioned right there in black and white in Scripture!  This was added as a "remembrance", and so is not just something that happens by default.  When Yeshua said when you do this do it: "in remembrance of Me", and when Sha'ul gives specific injunctions concerning it, and warns it NOT to be taken by the profain and the man unexamined, and the VERY early history shows this before the overseership even passed from Yerushalayim - then YES I have a problem saying it doesn't exist!  Of course it isn't going to align with Rabbinic-liturgy - it's Messianic.  Even the Afikomen isn't mentioned in Rabbinic lit. till early Talmudic times, - the speculation is that it was done by the Messianics at their Seder, and later adopted by the Rabbinic Jews post Temple-era.  When is the first mention of the Afikomen then? - At Yeshua Messiah's Pesach -"the Last Supper".

{…}

C>You can post this if you like, 

===========

M> I guess we can end this discussion, and agree to differ in whether or not to refer to the ordained moedim and feasts being called communion or not.  

W REPLY:

I didn't say the feasts were called Communion!  I said the "remembrance" that Yeshua Messiah states, Sha'ul re-states is noted in Scripture by the Greek word that mean fellowship.  I said that this "remembrance" was probally done at Havdolah, and assuredly at Pesach, but not that Havdolah and Pesach were called Communion!  You're just trying to be real tricky in a nice way :-) 

M>I take the position that we should not use the word that carries with it such pagan connotations.  

W REPLY:

Oh, now finally someone says this! :-) - yes perhaps you're right - thought of that myself.  [for example - wouldn't want a catholic to think we were doing a trans-substantiation service, read: cannibalism - a violation of Torah!], but I wasn't going to give you and C. that, as: A).I'm not scared of what ever word/practice mentioned in the New Covenant the catholic-church may have misused/perverted; and: B).  There was/is a far more important mind-set here that needed/needs addressing. 

M> If your position remains that to use this word, please tell me on what Hebraic and Biblically ordained "gatherings" you choose to use it.  

W REPLY:

"Remembrance" is perhaps a word I like better; but I'd say: Pesach and Havdolah. 

M >Also, you last comments regarding the paganism of Judaism (kind of an off subject turn around-to which I am confused) . . .  

W REPLY:

I didn't say "Judaism", I said certain "Rabbinic" practices that are pagan.  Don't  get me wrong, like I said: do I think we should throw out what the Rabbi's say simply because there are certain pagan practices that have been added over the centuries - most notably in the some of the Ashkenazi Rabbinic writings from the middle-ages [Sephardi far less so]?, absolutely not - guess I'm just more gracious to the Rabbinic-Jews then you are to Gentile Believers :-)  But just remember, it's the Samaritans that you really have to worry about, Talmud says that you can say Amaine during the prayer of a Gentile if it is aligned with Torah, but a Samaritan you have to wait till the end of his prayer to say Amaine :-) 

M> I remember that this was pointed out quite vehemently at the K., and seems like some sort of "Judeao-phobia" to me.  

W REPLY:

Kind of like "Gentile-phobia"?  Of course, I know that you would throw out any pagan additions that the Rabbi's might have added that are against the Peshat of  Torah, even though they don't believe in the same New Covenant that the Messianic's do; so then why do you insist on throwing out everything that the Gentiles do, when they do believe in the same New Covenant that the Messianic's do, and not just throw out what they do that's pagan?! As far as this being "at  the K." - must have been before my time, or addressed, or out of my ear-shot, haven't heard it myself. 

M> Of course, there are pagan reflections in Rabbinic Judaism.  

W REPLY:

Gosh, I know: just think, - one finally stops saying "easter/ishtar", and then finds oneself start saying: I'm going to a "tamuz" Rosh Kodesh service tonight; oy gavolt! 

M> What I seek and teach is that there is the narrow road of truth,  

W REPLY:

Yes; it is as if there was a Biblical Judaic river that traveled from Moshe to Messiah, - {and on for about a century}; sometimes the people moved from the river, sometimes they came back during Israel's history - but the river was always there.  The Rabbi's were by the river from the time of Ezra on [which is when the schools were founded], and even the Messianic Goyim traveled that river - both as the Gar [not ger] Tzadukim and Gentile Messianic Believers - UNTIL the time of the fall of Yerushalayim in 135 A.D. and the passing away of the overseeership of the Messianic Edot by the Jewish Believers - then as the leadership of the Gentile Church passed unto Antioch, and later Rome - we saw [slowly at first] a mixing of the Holy and the profain - so much so that by the 4th century A.D., there were only some Congregations in Africa, and a few Syriac Congregations that even kept the Shabbat!  Then by the council of nicea - things got very bad; by the council of trent it was hopeless!  At the fall of Yerushalayim, it's as if Messianic Judaism, Rabbinic Judaism, and Gentile Believers began to break off into seperate tributaries and drift from Biblical Judaism.  Why do I say "Messianic"? - Because besides the fact that they were wiped out by the 7th or 9th centuries by the arabs - even the Messianic expression from that time on was watered down by the constant influence from Rome, and capitulated on many points. 

M> and the ditch of Judaeo paganism on the other side.  

W REPLY:

I define the road as Biblical-Judaism, - and the ditch on either side as gentile-Christianity and Rabbinic-Judaism.  Rabbinic Judaism itself states that it was weakened - when it said the Mishnah was diminished when it was written as it was never to have been written down, and in Talmud when one Rabbi speaks in the name of another, and then another - the saying is diminished because it is removed far from the source.  There are many many valuable things the Rabbi's said - especially the early Rabbi's in the Targumim, Midrashim, etc., and Rabbinic Judaism continued more or less aligned with Scripture, even somewhat in Talmudic times, - but the farther away from the head-waters of Biblical Judaism it has gotten, the more polluted.  Same way with Gentile-Christianity.  I believe that Messianic Judaism is Biblical Judaism, and there are a whole spectrum of traditions on both sides that are NOT in align with Scripture.  Sure, one thinks that by fleeing from the Gentile expression to the Rabbinic they're safe, but not really.  You know that there are MANY traditional additions that are pagan.  Heck, even most Orthodox Rabbinic Jews in the world will not recognize the teaching of the Lubavitch because of the Zohar.  [Course: that won't stop us Messianic's from quoting it :-) - though it's rather like picking pearls out of a cow-pie.] - And NO - that's not a anti-Rabbinic statement - you know full well the paganism that is in the Zohar and certain cabbalistic traditions that have been "tacked on" to ancient Biblical based traditions that originally had NOTHING to do with these middle-ages insertions.  Gosh - some of these additions would make the pope blush :-)  

{…} 

M> I say it is time to wake up to reality and do all that we can to shake the paganism of our pasts from our souls. 

W REPLY:

Yes, but not just for the last 2000 years, try the last 6,000 years.  

{…}

M> We must find the place of Truth . .  that place where our path becomes brighter and brighter as we approach the Ohr of the Holy one of Israel.  I remain, however, more quickly to run to the way of Rabbinic Judaism as opposed to Christianity whenever we are unclear as to the truth.  It's kind of like the old proverb . .  you say tomaato I say tomayto.  

W REPLY:

I run into the River of Biblical-Judaism myself.  For where the Rabbi's are right - they're right; where they are wrong, they're wrong.  Where the Gentile Believers are right, they're right; where they are wrong, they're wrong.  But it is not they're error that defines me in my walk!  It is standing in the River of  the Word/Davar of YHVH Elohim in Yeshua HaMashiach.  For when the people stand on a hill, and fire of Judgement comes, it will not be those who hold up the Talmud, nor the Zohar, nor the writs-of-niacea, nor the catholic-edicts-of-trent that will be spared - it will be those in Yeshua Messiah that hold up the entire Word of Elohim YHVH in their heart that will see the fires of Judgement parted from around them like the Red-Sea. 

{…}

===========

M> So then how do you feel if, for example, a group of talmidim or in this case, Messianic students, were gathered together at someones home, say on a non-significant night (ordained moedim) having a "Torah study" or "Cell group"  and at the end of the meeting someone suggests that they break some bread and pour some wine and have a "communion" service.  Do you support this activity?  If so, then we are at ground zero again.  

W REPLY:

The koinonia-fellowship/remembrance that Sha'ul talks of when he speaks of Yeshua Messiah's Words during the Pesach Seder was probably done during Havdolah by the time of the Book of Acts by all indications. - Doing it then during Havdolah itself was an expansion of the "remembering" during the Pesach Seder.  In a prior post - you gave the times for such a "remembrance" as: Pesach Seder, Havdalah, Erev Shabbat or oneg - which would be an even further expansion.  The remembrance was to be a "sanctification", to be set apart, to whereas Sha'ul had to address those who were themselves not sanctified yet partaking of it.  It is the "remembrance" that I believe Yeshua talked about, and he didn't say specifically to do it on Havdolah - simply: "...as oft as ye...".  So we see that the early M'shacheeym were permitted halachah to expand this to the Havdolah service. - To which I concur, and to which you even seem to have made allowances for by expanding it to other moedim.  While I believe the Biblical examples are only shown during Pesach and Havdolah - I believe that it is the Word that sanctifies, - and so if someone wants to remember, in gratitude in their heart, and sanctify - Kiddush - their remembrance on any day that YHVH created - then I think that is between them and YHVH, and is fine.  But I somehow don't think that is the real reason you and C. are arguing here is as to what is the "proper time".  It appears that you can't get it out of your head of a priest in a  robe, putting a little-wafer on the tongue of people kneeling at at the front of a cathedral, and drinking from a common-cup, and believing [contrary to Torah and Yeshua's own words {the Words ... are Spirit}] that they are partaking of the ACTUAL PHYSICAL Body and Blood of Messiah.  So maybe really you don't think it should be remembered at all, {other than some vague acknowledgement during regular-Kiddush on Moedim}, as some of your posts basically seem to be saying there wasn't even any "act" given/shown regarding our "remembrance" {forgetting what the Brit HaChadashah actually says}; and instead argue about: a Greek word, which Holy Day, or do you call Shabbat or Pesach "communion" or something -[which no one said btw...].  I understand your repulsion at the catholic perversion of not only this, - but of anything mentioned in the New Covenant that has been misused or perverted. - However if the prior observation isn't true, then your motivations on requiring a halachah ruling from the Messianic community on when it is "proper" doesn't quite ring true.  Especially since even your suggested times appear to go beyond the times shown in the New Covenant.  Whatever you do is between you and YHVH, fine - but please don't judge those who want both to flee the pagan-Christian additions, - yet desire to keep something as outlined in the New Covenant in a literal observance seeking after the very Words of the Scripture Text Itself as much as they prayerfully can..   

M> Also, I presume that the terminology New Covenant your are referring to the "New Testament" or the Brit Chadisha. We have decided to refer to these writings as the Apostolic Writings, since the more accurate word for the "New Covenant" would be the "Renewed Covenant" . .  as you well know, many unfulfilled prophecies remain in order for the "New Covenant" to be fully realized and the usage of the term "New Covenant" implies a replacement or ending of what these same people call the "Old" Covenant, meaning the shamar of Torah.  

W REPLY:

Not really, the Noahadic Covenant was new to the Adamic, the Abrahamic was new to the Nohadic, etc..., they didn't replace those Covenants - but they were "New".  And yes, It [N.T.] is progressive into the Reign of Mashiach Ben-David; but here we go again!  - New Covenant/Testament is mentioned twice in Tanakh, and 8 times in the New Covenant Itself to refer to Itself.  I don't have a problem with "New" Covenant, [but I do with "Old" Covenant - "OLDER" Covenant would be more accurate.]  Don't tell me you're scared of yet another term that catholics have used/mis-used that is in the New Covenant text Itself!  If it bothers you, say: Brit HaChadashah then.  Gosh M., don't just define who you are by who you are not buddy :-) 

M> But you believe that Pesach or Havodalah could be referred to as a "communion" service?  

W REPLY:

No M..  How many times do I have to say this!  You can have: remembrance/fellowship-communion-koinonia [whatever you call it] ON THOSE days/observances; but why would you then refer to those days/observances themselves as a "communion-service"?  Even the Kiddush on those days is NOT a "remembering" in and of itself, -UNLESS the Kiddush itself is sanctified for that purpose.  Are you trying to say we should be calling these Holy-Days/observances "communion-services"?

M> “W>Gosh, I know: just think, - one finally stops saying "easter/ishtar", and then finds oneself start saying: I'm going to a "tamuz" Rosh Kodesh service tonight; oy gavolt!<W”  Rosh Chodesh is an ordained mitzvot that we are to observe . . .  

W REPLY:

Of course M.!  The point was a Rosh Kodesh service for the month of "TAMUZ"?!  - I'd think YHVH would hate hearing us say that word as much as "ishtar".

M> “W> so then why do you insist on throwing out everything that the Gentiles do, when they do believe in the same New Covenant that the Messianic's do, and not just throw out what they do that's pagan?!>W"  Oh, but their interpretation of it differs greatly (hopefully) than does the understanding of the Messianics.   For example:  {...}   The list could be very lenghty, but you get the point, why should be be concerned in the slightest way as to how these "nations (gentiles) worship their god?" 

W REPLY:

That is EXACTLY the reason we should and my point!   Aren't you and D. and C. glad that when you believed in God through "Jesus Christ" that both He and someone who followed Torah gently instructed you in those things you were in error in?  Sure, we are to hate and run from pagan things.  But aren't we to love and instruct those who oppose themselves?  There is an agadah in Talmud that talks about two different approaches to this issue: everyone is on a ladder who seeks YHVH; and those higher on the ladder notice those struggling and in error, - one kicks him away and says [basically - I'm paraphrasing] your wrong, and I have more knowledge than you - get off the ladder, and he falls off.  The other says: you're struggling, here, let me show you what your doing wrong and help you.  [probably a reference to the attitudes of the House of Shammai & Hillel, but the illustration works here I think.]  Israel was/is to be a "light to the Nations/Goyim", when someone of the Goyim call out to YHVH by the side of the road, and they are bleeding and wounded by their error - but they cry out to YHVH because they have read His Holy Word and desire to please Him, but they mix their prayer with pagan chants - should we teach them how to pray? - or kick them in the mouth!

M> Of course, there are pagan reflections in Rabbinic Judaism. 

W REPLY:

And then there are reflections that are not pagan.  There is VERY VERY much in Rabbinic Judaism that is both helpful and in accord with Biblical-Judaism, and then there is that which is not.  Which Rabbi's words do we follow...

1.) Those of the Reform, who's women Rabbi's go on TV with their pink-Tallit and Pink-Kippah?

2.) Maybe those of the Conservative, who's Rabbi's have decided that you can eat  cheese made with PIG-rennet because it is less than the size of an olive?

3.) Or those of the South African Rabbi's, who have decided that the lobster is Kosher because it has shell-plates and flippers on it's stomach in lieu of scales and fins: because it is a major nation product of South Africa and everyone likes to eat it?

4.) Or the Lubavitch Rabbi's that declared Schneerson "the messiah" before he died, and caused such a stink in Israel with their posters, it's a wonder the rest of the Orthodox didn't stone them?

5.) Or maybe some of the Jews for Judaism Rabbi's, who HATE all Messianics regardless?

What the Gentiles say that is wrong, it is wrong; what the Rabbi's say that is wrong, it is wrong.  What they say that is right, it is right.  But we are not to define ourselves by a walk that is at all defined by the words of men. - For we are to be who YHVH desires us to be and who He says we are.  Let YHVH be true and every man a liar.  Scripture tells us some of the teachers and prophets in the House of Israel in Tanakh didn't always walk/talk in accord with YHVH's Word, on those occasions where they were wrong, they were judged - and those who listened to them were brought into judgment as well.  And it is the same today.  It is the same with the Gentiles also; after the fall of the Yerushalayim Talmidim overseer-ship, the Gentile Congregations moved more and more into pagan practice, and so into dung; but they didn't start out that way.

W REPLY CONTINUED:

But following is the last I have to say on these things....

We should then as Biblically-Judaic Messianic Believers in YHVH love and cherish ALL of His Holy Word: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe.  The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Netuvim as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men.  And then let the Ruach HaKodesh of YHVH Elohim lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go.  Only then will we be able to discern the words of ALL men, - whether they are words as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and gives Him glory, - or are words empty as leaky vessels and dry as a river-bed in a drought.

=============

W RESPONSE>

I hope you please read this carefully, as my last post was going to be my last on this subject; but that was to M., and this then is my last post to you on this subject....

First of all, I didn't say we should be calling the Moedim koinonia!  I already said that in my last post and in the post before it.  Pesach is Pesach, not koinonia.  But when the Kiddish [DURING THE PESACH SERVICE} with the afikomen is sanctified by the Word - that is the "ACT".  {However, you'll note that M. had asked me about the "act" as well - hence my additional comments.}  If you'll look, in the prior post I also said that it might be a good idea to not call "the act" "communion" as that might lead some folks to think we were doing a "catholic trans-substation" service.  That having been said, the things that you seem to still be upset about were already addressed - so your still being upset suggests to me - either you missed me saying those things, or there is still something more unspoken you're offended with surrounding this "act" perhaps.

Regardless, the above having been said, based upon your stance - what you would still be upset about perhaps are my comments that: I'm not going to allow myself to be brought into condemnation by using a "word" {for example: telling a Gentile-Believer about "the act" from a Messianic perspective and using "communion" so he knows what I'm talking about} - and why am I not going to allow myself to be brought into condemnation for that? - because the word "koinonia" is used in conjunction with the "act" in the Greek Scriptures, whether or not the catholic church has misused it [and they have] or not.  Since "koinonia" means "fellowship" as well, and to avoid confusion, saying a fellowship-Kiddish-remembrance might be not only more accurate, but avoid the trappings that were tacked on by the catholic-church, so people would not equate what we were doing with what the catholic-church is doing.  When Sha'ul says: "...is it not the communion...", of course he is talking with a verb - not a noun. - as in: "... is it not the fellowship..."; and so the "Church" took the "verb" and used it to identify the "act".  Had the KJV translators chosen "fellowship" in english instead of "communion" - then we'd be arguing about the word "fellowship" now!

But my contention is: that we should not be dictated to by what the catholic church misused!  Let me clarify: Even some of the earlier english translations of Rabbinic writings use "Christian" terms at times: I seem to recall the use of the word "reverend" and several others - now I'm not going to condemn them for using these, but it sure is strange to be reading Rabbinic commentary and see "Christian" terms. - Now you don't see that much anymore in later english translations and commentaries, but this is point one.  Point two: I mainly don't use the word "disciple" [for example] but use the word: talmid, [for the same reasons/concerns you state] - and while I don't then use "disciple" as a matter of course, on occasion I may - for example: let's say we have a few families over for Erev Shabbat - and a couple of those families are new to Messianic-Biblical Judaism, now - if I'm talking to them and substitute every single word their familiar with into a Hebrew or Judaic expression - the conversation would go nowhere, because they'd have no idea what I was even referring to.  [Would be kind of like a Christian trying to witness to a Jew and speaking in Christian terms or: "Greekeese" wouldn't it.] - so on these occasions, I'd bring up first to them that: I say Yeshua instead of Jesus as that was His given Name, and then I'd go on and probably use the word "disciple" if it came up in the course of our discussion.  But would I condemn myself in this - NO, just because perhaps the catholic-church may have misunderstood/misused the english word translated "disciple", I'm NOT duty bound NOT to use it; though it is better I think to use: talmid.

Now the above two examples are words that are in the Greek Scriptures; then we have another issue - words that aren't even found in Scripture.  Such as "eucharist", or: "penance" [which carries with it the idea of the "suffering" for your sins, rather than the turning/returning - as in teshuvah - turning around].  These things I don't say at all.  But it's another thing to use an english word that is in the KJV to clarify to someone what practices surrounding that "word" that they are in error in.

Finally: an attitude I'm finding more and more in Messianic Judaism, is that some folks are doing or not doing something simply because the catholics, or other "Gentiles" ARE doing something.  That's ok the majority of the time, but not always a safe course; and is rather lazy - for it is easier to define oneself as who they are NOT [as in looking outward] than to be in circumspection and see who they ARE [as in looking inward].  Rather it is WE that should be doing something Scripture based, THEN telling them where they are in error [but lovingly].  We want to show them where they are in error, not just conclude that they are 'stupid goyim'.  [Not saying necessarily that that is your stance, but I overstate the case to make the point].  And then I see those who appear to be "playing Jewish", kind of like the hippies in the 60's liked to "dress up indian style"/{words to an old asylum choir song by Leon Russell}; and then another group that is so "amazed" by discovering that the Bible is Judaic, they hate themselves for how they were born as a Gentile - for example: I met one woman in a Messianic Congregation here {…}, who hated herself because she was born German [not even during the war] and simply could not get over it, almost a neuroses; but doesn't Scripture say that ...all the Nations/Goyim will bring their glory and honor....  And finally, some Messianics who seem to be so repulsed when they see the pagan additions in Christianity, that they embrace Rabbinic Judaism as the cure. - That helps somewhat - since they then see the Judaism they've been missing that was cut out of Christianity centuries ago and unto this very day, but if they embrace Rabbinic-Judaism with the same lack of circumspection they had just before embraced in Gentile-Christianity - then they are no better off really. - How can I say this? - Because not all that is in Rabbinic-Judaism is in accord with Biblical-Judaism.  But how can that be one might say? - weren't they given the Sanhedrin and the Seat-of-Moshe? - Yes; but likewise the sages had that same position during all the later centuries of Tanakh - even during those many generations in Israel that did NOT follow YHVH, but went their own ways, taught in error, and spoke and followed their own words rather than the Word of YHVH Elohim. - And so exchanged the Truth of YHVH Elohim for a lie.  This being true, should we now conclude then that all the words of the Rabbi's since the fall of the Temple are to be accorded a "sanction" that they are without error? - Isn't that what the catholic-church says of the words of the pope - that they are infallible?  The Mishnah was to have been a fence, not the house; and the extra-Biblical writings of the sages must not be elevated to the level of Heavenly Scripture, no matter how "inspirational" they MAY be.  Then the only answer I believe is this {below} that I concluded this discussion with to M.....

We should then as Biblically-Judaic Messianic Believers in YHVH love and cherish ALL of His Holy Word: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe.  The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Netuvim as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men.  And then let Ruach HaKodesh of YHVH Elohim lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go.  Only then will we be able to discern the words of ALL men, - whether they are words that are as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and gives Him glory, - or are words empty as leaky vessels and dry as a river-bed in a drought. 

==============

W WRITES:

THE FOLLOWING TWO POSTS FROM ME ON THIS SUBJECT WERE TO HAVE BEEN MY LAST ON THIS, BUT I'LL COMMENT BRIEFLY ON YOUR LAST MESSAGE BELOW....

M> I understand that the discussions on the word "communion", as viewed by the church and noted in the apostolic writings has "ended".  I would like to submit a final view of the Hebraic meanings of this word, as used in Torah. 

Exodus 33:8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise, and each person would stand near his own tent, gazing at Moses until he would come to his tent. 

Vehayah ketset Moshe el-ha'ohel yakumu kol-ha'am venitsvu ish petach aholo vehibitu acharey Moshe ad-bo'o ha'ohelah. 

33:9 When Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the tent's entrance, and [God] would speak to Moses there. 

Vehayah kevo Moshe ha'ohelah yered amud he'anan ve'amad petach ha'ohel vediber im-Moshe.

30:16 You will take this atonement money from the Israelites and use it for making the Communion Tent. It will thus be a remembrance for the Israelites before God to atone for your lives. 

Velakachta et-kesef hakipurim me'et beney Yisra'el venatata oto al-avodat Ohel Mo'ed vehayah livney Yisra'el lezikaron lifney Adonay lechaper al-nafshoteychem. 

30:36 Grind it very finely, and place it before the [Ark of] Testimony in the Communion Tent where I commune with you. It shall be holy of holies to you. 

The word is first used and translated as "communion" in Exodus 30:16.  In Hebrew, it is zakron, a memorial, taken from the word zachor, to remember (which is what we are told to remind ourselves of - amalek - during the time of Purim)..  Next, in 30:36 the word commune is taken from ya'ad.  In both definitions, it refers to a set, appointed, assigned and agreed to times.  {...}

W REPLY:

HOWEVER, THE WORD THAT WE WERE DISCUSSING AS TRANSLATED BY THE KJV FOLKS WAS THE ENGLISH WORD USED FOR THE GREEK WORD: "FELLOWSHIP" {GR.2842-KOINONIA}; NOT THE ENGLISH WORD THEY CHOOSE TO USE FOR THE HEBREW WORD: "REMEMBRANCE/MEMORIAL" {HEB.02142-ZIKROWN}.

IN ORDER TO BE RELATIVE TO THE DISCUSSION, WE'D HAVE TO HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING THE GREEK WORD: {GR.364-ANAMNESIS} WHICH IS TRANSLATED BY THE KJV FOLKS AS: REMEMBRANCE; HOWEVER THAT ISN'T USED THERE FOR THE ENGLISH WORD "COMMUNION" AND DOESN'T MEAN "MEMORIAL" IN GREEK, AS IT ISN'T THE GREEK WORD WHICH DOES MEAN: "MEMORIAL" {GR.3422-MNEMOSUNON} - WHICH HOWEVER ALSO ISN'T USED IN RELATION TO THE PASSAGES IN DISCUSSION.

THAT BEING SAID... YOUR COMMENTS COULD BE INSTRUCTIVE THEN IN ADDRESSING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAVING CHANGED PESACH/PASSOVER TO GOOD FRIDAY; BUT THEY ARE NOT RELATIVE TO THE "ACT" OF REMEMBRANCE AS GIVEN BY YESHUA MESSIAH AS A FURTHER SANCTIFICATION, BY THE WORD AND BY PRAYER, OF THE KIDDUSH.

WHY? - BECAUSE NOT ONLY DOES YESHUA TELLS US CONCERNING IT: "AS OFTEN AS" {GR.3740-302}; BUT WE SEE THAT IN BRIT HACHADASHAH, AND IN THE DIDACHE, THAT THERE WAS OBVIOUSLY HALACHAH FROM THE MESSIANIC-SANHEDRIN IN YERUSHALAYIM TO ALLOW IT ON HAVDALAH INSTEAD OF JUST ON PESACH. - AND EVEN YOU BY YOUR PRIOR POSTS MAKE ALLOWANCE FOR IT EVEN ON SEVERAL MOEDIM.

THEREFORE: IT IS AN "ACT" SANCTIFIED BY THE-WORD AND BY PRAYER, THAT IS A "REMEMBRANCE" THAT CAN BE OFFERED TO YHVH AT ANY-TIME! - EVEN AS IN TORAH WE SEE THAT A "FREEWILL OFFERING", NEDABAH, WAS TO BE OFFERED IN THANKSGIVING IN THE TEMPLE BY THOSE WHO'D BRING IT IN REMEMBRANCE "FREELY", -WHICH FURTHER MAKES SENSE, SINCE: - IF IT WAS "SET" AND "UNMOVABLE", - THEN NOT ONLY WOULD SHA'ULs COMMENTS MAKE NO SENSE THAT A MAN FIRST EXAMINE HIMSELF {FOR IF IT WAS "SET AND UNMOVABLE" - THEN THE VERY ACT OF "NOT" DOING IT WOULD IN ITSELF BE A WRONG MOTIVE!}, IT WOULD ALSO THEN BE CONSTRAINED. - BUT SINCE IT IS "FREEWILL" - IT REQUIRES THAT A MAN FIRST EXAMINE HIMSELF IN PRESENTING HIMSELF.  A FREEWILL OFFERING WAS NOT CONSTRAINED, - THAT FACT IN ITSELF SHOULD SPEAK, TO THOSE WHO CAN HEAR IT, OF THE LIBERTY THAT WE HAVE IN THIS IN YESHUA MESSIAH. 

{…}

M> I choose to observe the set times, (set by YHVH) and choose to deny that something was added or changed by  the Ruakh in the apostolic writings. 

W REPLY:

Then you chose wrongly!  Even Torah and Tanakh Itself shows that YHVH can add to His Word: Wasn't Pesach added to the worship of YHVH as done prior by Avraham and his descendents; wasn't Shavout added to Moshe and the children of Israel in the wilderness?  Did Purim appear as an "addition" simply by the hand of man - or was it sanctified by YHVH when spoken of  to the Children of Israel in Tanakh.  Did the Scribe Ezra in the Prophets add to the Word of YHVH when now the children of the father were cast out, but formerly the children of the father of a woman of another nation taken in battle were allowed in Torah? - Did the name and heritage now pass through the mother or the father? - Didn't YHVH allow this in His Holy Word.  But you will say the very HaRuach of YHVH cannot add more Mitzvout unto His Holy Mitzvout in His Word? 

Even the Rabbi's go beyond this and say that when Messiah comes He will have a new Heavenly Torah: "The Torah which a man learns in this world is but vanity compared with the Torah of Messiah" Midrash Qohelet on Eccl. 11:8."  But basically what you're saying is: YHVH by Moshe can add to His Word with observances and revelations that weren't given to Avraham; - and YHVH can add to His Word by the mouth of the Prophets; but Yeshua Messiah Himself - The Living Davar/Memra/Word of YHVH Elohim - can't Himself add to The Word of YHVH Elohim?! 

M> I also reject that one can arbitrarily serve Him correctly in whatever manner he decides.   

W REPLY:

No one said this; I'm not the one saying "arbitrarily" at all.  As there were rules for the "freewill" offering, so were there rules for the "remembrance", {or as the Gentile's have chosen to call it via KJV: "Communion"}; - not rules of the catholic-church mind you, - but of The Word and Injunctions in the New Covenant Itself.   Rather it would seem to be you who follow a "arbitrary" observance - when you say that a vague acknowledgement of any Kiddush on a Holy Day is by default the Sanctified "Act" as prescribed during the Pesach by Yeshua Messiah Himself. - A act which is a Kodesh-Kodeshim if you will, or a Sanctifying of the Sanctified, - a further setting-apart of the Kiddush, - both by The Word and by Prayer/Blessing.  For if any Kiddush on a Holy Day is this "Act of Remembrance" - then it is an observance by constraint - in that those days are ordained as being required to be observed - rather than "freewill" by the heart of those who partake freely.  And if the Kiddush is this "Act", without it being Sanctified as such, - then no man would need examine himself as Sha'ul enjoins - as all are constrained and are required to partake of the Mitzvout of the Moedim; and if Kiddush is this "Act" by default, without the Sanctification: - then we defraud those who are not in right standing with Elohim, or are outside of the Body of Messiah, - as they then have no opportunity to examine themselves as Sha'ul says they must, and if so not partake. 

For further example: please tell us where is the Afikomen spoken of ANYWHERE in Rabbinic Lit. - {except outside of the New Covenant} - before late-Talmudic times! - Do you think something as important as part of the Pesach Seder would have been overlooked by the Sages - unless is WAS first begun by Yeshua Messiah Himself?!  Seems to me then that Messiah is not only able to "add" to His Word, - but to even allow the Rabbi's to adopt certain Messianic practice{s} - even though they didn't/don't receive it in the same Light as were Its origins. 

M>  "Let us make up phoney feasts, and meaningless ceremonies" 

W REPLY:

I think here is the heart of your problem; you are looking at things that come out of the New Covenant Scriptures as 'phoney and meaningless' if they were ever applied or practiced, {albeit wrongly}, by the catholic's/gentile-Christians.  Let's just forget the fact that I keep quoting the Words of Yeshua Messiah and Sha'ul in the New Covenant then; or that of writings by the Talmidim before the close of the 1st century A.D. regarding this matter; or that I'm talking about a literal application based upon Scripture - and NOT about the edicts of trent - as you can't seem to separate. 

Now folks - I've tried not to be negligent in discussing this matter; and I believe that if anyone reads over the last 10 or so posts I've given on this important subject, they can both see my heart on the matter - and discern based upon the Word of YHVH Elohim whether these things I've said are in line with Scripture or not.  However - I'm not going to post on this subject anymore.  Don't construe my silence as acknowledgement of anyone's argument; - but I believe this discussion will digress into endless debate and not edify the Body of Messiah should it be allowed to continue in this way.

----------------------------------------------

PASTOR OR RABBI?:

The term "pastor/shepherd" is a lowly title, not an elevated one. It is accurate in as one is to give direction from YHVH to His flock, but a shepherd was/is a lowly occupation; unlike the term: "rabbi" which continues to be used as "my-great-one" by many, and is also inaccurate if one indeed isn't an ordained rabbi - much like one not being a doctor - yet they insist on being called one.  Or like insisting on being called an "apostle" when one is not an apostle. - And even Sha'ul - {who was a great apostle} -  said he was not worthy of being called an apostle.  

The problem however is that Yeshua specifically tells us not to allow ourselves to be called by such "titles" as "Rabbi".  So it could also cause a separation from the flock when one insists they be addressed by a "title", and then instead of as Scripture tells us: those who'd be great being servant of all - they are elevated in many folks minds as a "vicar" or "mediator" between Elohim and man, and so the weaker-Brethren look to man and not Elohim as their source.  While it is true that Sha'ul said to look at him as an example, however he also said:

1 Corinthians 3:5-7:  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.

So then if Yeshua says not to do it - we simply shouldn't do it.  Adding this to the fact that it is an offense to some -- then Romans comes into play where it says not to offend the weaker{?} brother.  The fact is that many do consider it a violation of Yeshua's specific command - and will continue to think it a violation regardless of what type of apologetic spin is placed on the practice, because {in part perhaps} Yeshua's commands regarding the practice were clear and concise.

And it goes to the attitude, again, of SOME who use the "title".  Consider that Yeshua upbraided the young man who came to Him and addressed Him as "Good Rabbi".  Now, while this was & is true of Yeshua Messiah: the man was addressing Yeshua as simply a man in his mind - yet ascribing to Him/Yeshua attributes that belong to ELohim alone

{the young man not knowing what he was doing of course}, and so Messiah rightly questions his motives.  Such can, and I believe often does, happen to some of those who use/require the use of an elevated title, such as "Rabbi" - whether anyone "deserves" that title or not.

Now not everyone of course has a bad motivation for using the term Rabbi, and on the other side of the ditch I don't think we should become the title-police and beat people over the head either if they use Rabbi.  We are to respect the "office" that one administers from YHVH to the flock - respect to whom respect is due.

-----------------------------------------------

ON NIDDAH:

This subject has come up several times; so I thought I'd share something that may be a liberty to some of you.

While we've all heard that one should count 7 days from the END of a woman's period - I've always taken it to be from the START.  So, having said that - looking it up in both the Torah and Mishnah - hopefully you'll find the following interesting....

In Niddah 1:1a {Neusner} we read: Shammai says, "[For] all women [it is] sufficient for them [to reckon uncleanness] from their time [of discovering a flow]."

{Then Hillel gives some comments}

But then we read in Niddah 1:1d {regarding both Shammai and Hillel's comments}: And sages say not in accord with the opinion of this one nor in accord with the opinion of that one, ...

Then some more comments which 'could' perhaps be taken liberally; but then we read in -

Niddah 1:1g Every woman who has a fixed period - sufficient for her is her time. -(Niddah 1:6a And of what case did they speak when they said, "Sufficient for her is her time" {b} In the case of the first appearance of a drop of blood.)

Even in the more stricter interpretation - yet we find:  Niddah 1:3a R. Eliezer says, "Four women [fall into the category of those for whom the] time [of first seeing blood] suffices: {b} (1) "the virgin, (2) the pregnant woman, (3) the nursing mother, and (4) the old lady." ...

{d} But the law is in accord with the opinion of R. Eliezer.

In fact, all of section 1 in Niddah goes back and forth with the subject.

Now, sometimes halachah is according to Shammai - but usually according to Hillel.  But we even see that Hillel tends towards the liberal in this matter in many exceptions.  Yet Niddah 1:1d seems to indicate that there was not a "absolute halachah" in this matter in the first century. -- (Though in Niddah 1:3d we see that this much seems to be undisputed halachah.)

Now...

Let's not look just at Rabbinic commentary - but the Peshat of Torah should be foremost...

Leviticus 15:

19 ¶ And if a woman have an issue, and her issue in her flesh be blood, she shall be put apart seven days: and whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until the even.

{...}

25  And if a woman have an issue of her blood many days out of the time of her separation, or if it run beyond the time of her separation; all the days of the issue of her uncleanness shall be as the days of her separation: she shall be unclean.

{...}

28  But if she be cleansed of her issue, then she shall number to herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean.

29  And on the eighth day she shall take unto her two turtles, or two young pigeons, and bring them unto the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.{...}

NOTE: Apart seven days - is literally what is said and makes the most sense in consideration of a 3 to 5 day period, or a "fixed" period; also, if it is from the last day: she would be "untouchable" for up to 1/2 month!  Now, another reason I believe that this counting is from the first day - is in verse 25 {following} the Mitzvah would be obvious in verse 24 if it was counting from the first day anyway - regardless of the number of days - yet - verse 25 talks about days out of the time, or beyond the time -- which then also required a sacrifice {verse 15:29} - as it would be "out of the normal" - which would then be a matter of perhaps life endangering, or perhaps a miscarriage {which several causes requiring a sacrifice are also covered in Mishnah in Niddah}; and which requires seven days from the END of her issue {verse 29}; even as these abnormal issues could be {depending on circumstances} miscarriages - and so are treated as in the same matter regarding the time period as of one having given birth.

So... in short, I believe that verse 25, and on, is the "out of ordinary" - and so we see the statement: "ALL THE DAYS OF THE ISSUE (then) {...} SHALL BE AS THE DAYS OF HER SEPERATION", which implies that there were days in a "normal" period that were in the seperation, and those that were'nt {makes sense if you think about it - at least to me}; OTHERWISE: verse 25 would be the same Mitzvah - though we know it is a seperate Mitzvah - (for starters having the requirement of a sacrifice} - and so...

Then verse 15:19 would be for a normal period lasting 3 to 5 days -- and I believe by logic, peshat, and a significant portion of early Rabbinic commentary - should be counted from the FIRST day, not the last.

But this is my opinion, let each be led of YHVH.

Shalom

-------------------------------------------------

ON THE MOGEN/STAR/SHIELD OF DAVID:

Is the Mogen/(Magen)-Star of David really pagan, or not?...
 

While there are pagan symbols and things we need to beware of, I don't believe this is one of them. Part of the problem is that the pagans adopt and pervert most everything of the Bible sometime during history.  Kind of the chicken or the egg deal.  Here is what I have on the history of the Star of David....
 
The following is in three notes I had posted on this subject, some of the following information given is just traditional to give you a background on the subject, as well as presenting factual evidence…
 
MOGEN/(MAGEN)-STAR OF DAVID:
 
NOTE 1: 
 
It was not only used by Jews in the third century, but it is also found on a Hebrew seal discovered in Sidon and dating from the seventh century B.C.. It also appears side by side with the Menorah, and it also has been called the Shield of David.
.
On the catacombs near Rome, where Jewish people are buried, the insignia "Mogen David" is found as also on the wall surrounding the city of Jerusalem.
.
Interesting note: George Washington ordered the symbol of thirteen stars on the reverse side of the National Seal so arranged in five rows [one-four-three-four-one] as to create the outline of the six-pointed Star [Mogen David] to honor the Jew, Chaim Solomon, who literally financed the U.S. Government through the Revolution!
.
The Shield of David, [or, more popularly known as the "Star of David"] is linked to the sacred Name of the YHVH/HaShem, which Jewish people do not pronounce. The Name is called "Tetragrammaton" and frequently has appeared in the center of the Magen David which custom has been observed for centuries.
.
It has been said that the combination of the triangles is taken from the ancient Paleo-Hebraic signature of King David. The three letters of his name, Daled, Waw, Daled, by extension, compose a double triangle.
.
Some Jewish teachers have held that the six points of the star represent the omnipresence of God in all directions: east, west, north and south, also up and down.
.
Orthodox Jews also claim that each point of this star stands for a Hebrew word spelling out the Shema, the great confession of Deut. 6:4.
.
Others feel that when drawing the inner diagonals of the star one would come upon twelve triangles which might symbolize the position of the twelve tribes of Israel as encompassed around the Tabernacle in the wilderness.
.
There are those who maintain that there is an association between the six points of the star and the six measures of barley Boaz gave to Ruth, which symbolized the fact that six great people would stem from Ruth, foremost among these being King David.
.
It has been interpreted to denote the seven days of the week. The center of the star, the most complete figure, being the Shabbat; the six outer triangles, the six week days.
.
There are those who interpret it as symbolizing the six heroes of Israel: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and Aaron. There are still others who consider it a symbol of the coming Messiah Who is scheduled to arrive after six thousand years. In this connection they claim the prophecy of Balaam in Numbers 24:17...There shall step forth a STAR out of Jacob, And a scepter shall arise out of Israel.
.
There are 4th cent. AD Agadah writings that state, when David was fighting the armies of Saul he asked YHVH what he could put on their shields to distinguish the two armies apart, as they are to make no graven images, and that this is the symbol YHVH gave him.  It is also called in Talmudic writings the Star of Abraham, and is stated it originated with him, but most writings indicate, in Judaic lit., that it originated with David himself - and based upon the configuration with the ancient Paleo-Hebrew script for the letters D/daled V/vav D/daled the explanation makes sense.
.
To some Jewish scholars, the triangle pointing downwards to the earth, represents man in his triune being - body, soul, and spirit; and Rabbinic writing(s) also state that the triangle pointing upwards toward heaven, according to a Jewish history of it, represents the Godhead, a mystery which they feel will be explained when the Messiah comes!
.
To us as Messianic Believers, it can show the Tri-Unity of YHVH Elohim, reaching down to tri-nature man, and in Messiah Yeshua, the two are brought into fellowship.
 
NOTE 2: 
 
     Most scholars state that the molech, easter, baal, symbol was the five-pointed star (I.e. as the "Bethlehem star" as seen at Christmas) not a six-pointed star; and then you have the inverted star of satanism that is a five pointed star.  And unless you accept the account that it originated with Abraham - then it was introduced around the time of Solomon - but rather by his father David!
     The fact that it shows up later in witchcraft is not an indication of its origins. - In fact, in some witchcraft books it is said to represent the Jews, and it often depicted with a cross in its center when witches do hexes against the Jews and Christians (their own statements in their witchcraft books stating this.)
     Also the statement that it was not used by Israel for 2,600 years, and only has become a distinct Jewish symbol in the last 2 centuries, is false as well.  It is on the 1st Century Synagogue in Capernaum that Yeshua/Jesus would have taught at in the New Testament accounts.  We have a gold Mogen David from the third century BC with Biblical inscriptions on it; and in the last 15 years or so one of the royal seals of the House of David from one of the kings of Israel's royal scribe has a Star of David and is from the 7th century BC and shows that it was used as a royal seal by the House of David (research B.A.R. on this discovery), for just some examples. 
     Given all this, and the accounts of its origins in ancient Judaic writings, I think we can conclude that paganism has been attempting to hijack this symbol.  The witchcraft usage shows up after David's time, not the other way around.   Quoting later Rothschild's, Masonic, etc., sources to make their point that the Star of David is evil is also irrelevant.   Also you'll note in that article-[NOTE: This note I wrote was in response to another person’s article] they call the Tabernacle in the Wilderness evil to make their point, when it was designed by YHVH Elohim Himself and given to Moses! - That is a horrible out of context analogy in that article!  It's bordering on sacrilege I'd think to equate the things that God directly gave with evil.  Sure the Children of Israel at times did evil at times in their history; but the Tabernacle in the Wilderness designed and given by YHVH was not evil!
     Sure, there is false/pagan stuff out there mingled in Judaism and Christianity; but having researched it, I don't believe this is one of them.  I'd stay away from 5 pointed stars like the pentagram though!
﻿
﻿NOTE 3: 
﻿  
﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿     ﻿Here are some facts: Most of the articles saying the Mogen David is pagan are quoting from articles saying it wasn't used for the Jewish people till the 16th century, and that it was made by Solomon - however!...That is only found in Masonic literature! Yet it is quoted over and over, but it is NOT true!
     FACTS: We have a 4th century A.D. Star of David that is made of gold from a Scripture portion in Hebrew. - Not that many years ago a Royal Seal of a scribe of a king of the House of David was found in Israel that had a star of David on it from the 7th Century BC (research the article in B.A.R.), and the synagogue in Capernaum, probably the same one Yeshua/Jesus taught at, has stars of David all around its foundation stones. The Agadah in the 4th C. AD says the Star of David is also called the Shield of David, as when David's troops were fighting Saul's troops since they were all dressed alike, he prayed and asked YAH what he should put on his army's shields since it was forbidden to make a graven image, and that is what he was given. Some writings say it is also called the shield of Abraham as he used it before David did.
     While it is used in witchcraft, only with a circle around it, to cast spells, it is a matter of the chicken and the egg: They also use it with a cross inside it, and a circle around it, to cast spells on the Jewish people and on Christians (this is in their own writings). Satan perverts everything that is true....black-sabbath, upside down and broken cross (peace symbol) and etc...
     Going by Masonic writings to prove anything isn't good. The Masons are really only a few centuries old and do NOT go back to Solomon! sheesh! - Not to mention the Masons have an agenda of painting Jews as evil - Just like we know the Protocols Of The Elders Of Zion was a Russian Masonic document they released substituting "Jews" in the place of "Masons". - This was to reveal their intentions of NWO/Illuminate world conquest, yet setting up the Jews as a smoke-screen/straw-man to draw attention away from themselves-(Masons). - Those are the facts; and no: I'm not going to argue it! To even think that the tiny population of Jews were planning on taking over the world, way before they even had a country (modern Israel) is ridiculous. - What is even more ridiculous is that some people still believe that today, when we see Israel having to fight to just hold on to the tiny sliver of a country, the size of New Jersey, they have now!
     Yes, there are pagan symbols and Cabbalistic things in Rabbinic Judaism, and Catholicism has some things too for that matter, that we need to throw out - but I believe the evidence shows that the Mogen David / Star of David isn't one of them.
﻿~~~
Here are a few links with more information, pictures, and historical finds of ancient Mogen/Stars of Davd (there are quite a few more than I knew about), including the recent find of it being used by 1st and 2nd Century AD Messianic Jewish Believers...
 
http://www.tsiyon.org/main/messianic_seal_news.htm 
http://mayimhayim.org/Academic%20Stuff/Messianic%20Seal.htm 
http://peyotinyakima.blogspot.com/2009/10/star-of-david.html 
http://lodibethhallel.com/star_david__pagan.htm 
 
 

Shalom﻿﻿﻿
-------------------------------------------------

ON THE KIPPAH:

(NOTE: The following Emails are probally a little too sarcastic, but I include them here anyway - I was perhaps just having a bad day :-)

That article unknowingly approaches being a "Messianic" form of anti-Semitism, sincere [I'm sure the guy is sincere, sincerely mistaken!, but sincere], but unknowingly close to anti-Semitism none-the-less.  - First we had "Messianic" anti-Gentilism, now "Messianic" anti-Semitism!  What?! - we don't have enough problems with both Jews and Gentile-Christians not keeping the Torah, abortion/murder, homosexual/sodomy being shoved down our children's throats, false-dogma and false doctrine being taught on both sides of the road from the pulpit-ditches - that now we have to condemn the Jews because their hats are "circular" and some catholic-hats happen to look like them and also have a false catholic stigma attached to them! - Oy gavoult!  Come on here....!  You really think the Jews would emulate those who were cutting off their heads and persecuting them from the 3rd/4th centuries A.D. onward!?!  I would go through point by point and reveal where that polemic has no valid premises whatsoever, but it is a waste of time!  (Unless your catholic and don't want to wear a papal-beanie! :-)

One reason this comes up is [S]piritual fear!  For fear of the profane the adversary will not only try to get you to shun the Holy; but will also try and get you to have a critical spirit, and because of false-pride fear or insecurity, have you look at the "other guy", (even though they may be guiltless in their daily walk), and find fault with something - anything - to [falsely] attempt to justify your walk.  Yet you are not determined by who you are not, but by who you ARE in Messiah Yeshua YHVH!

FIRST: There is NO, let me repeat - NO mention of any type of 'sun' worship associated with the "Kippah" in ANY Rabbinic lit. that I'm aware of, not even cabbalistic! - And so if that was introduced -- lay it at the charge of the catholic babylon practices from whence it came - and not the Jews! - (The Jews have enough problems already with out folks inventing more for them/us!)  Some of the ONLY things Rabbinic lit. says about wearing the kippah, hat, - whatever, are:

[paraphrased]: ...a man should wear a hat when he goes outside as YHVH is in the Heavens and He looks upon mankind. (To remind them that YHVH Elohim is over their life.)

Then there is the tradition that as the priests wore a hat while the Temple stood, so a man should wear a hat since the Temple was destroyed, as every man is a priest of his own household.

And the traditional blessing when putting on a kippah is: Blessed art Thou YHVH our Elohim King of the universe Who crowneth Israel with glory.

Furthermore from Ezekiel 24:17-23 where we see that Ezekiel and his generation wore "hats" - and that was in the generation BEFORE the Diaspora.

And folks, that's about it!  Does anyone see anything above about sun worship?! - NO, good! - next point....

Nimbus shimbus! - I don't give a flying-hoot about catholic-reasonings!  Are Kippas round? - of course!, how many square hats have you seen!

But [some might say] some of the Ashkenazi hats are so small, and the Sephardic hats are big!  Woopty-dadgum-doo!  The Sephardi hats are/were big because they were part of that culture, and everyone wore them.  That's somewhat less of a statement I'd think than the Ashkenazi Jews who had to make them small to hide them under a regular hat lest they be spotted and hunted down on the European streets for being ‘filthy Jews’ and then beaten or murdered!  [What tradition we still see even today with the some of the Lubavitcher Jews from Poland who wear a Kippah under their bowlers.]

And I was always taught that from the dark-middle ages and onward certain monks shaved their heads to mock, if you will, or to be the opposite of the Jews with their head-covering/kippah.  The catholics also wear a fish-hat from babylon, which probably has little to do with the cheese-head-hats from Green-Bay (though that will probably be the next polemic I'll be reading about! :-) and we're not sure what all Jewish people wore down through all the centuries in all the various countries they were in.  (I'll tell you one thing though, after the anti-Judaic Catholic Nicene council in 325 A.D. my kippah might have become a little smaller too if you catch my drift! - But I still don't think I would have adopted wearing a square-one :-)

Avram Y... makes the point that there is only one small step removed between shaving ones head and covering it with a kippah.  Well... I'd say that statement is ignorant even on its surface - think about that statement: ...wearing a hat is as shaving ones head?! - Ridicules!  But if the hat of Ezekiel was not the same as the Priests-Miters, was Ezekiel, or maybe all the men of his generation, in error then? - Bubkis!   No, there is no injunction in Tanakh for all men to wear a hat, (beyond the Priests), but neither is there an injunction that forbids it! - Yet there are indications, that at least some of the time, they did.

Conclusions: 

There is no evidence whatsoever that Spanky & Our Gang were into the occult.

All hats are round, both big hats and little hats.  duh!

You don't have to wear a hat.

So if you don't feel led to wear a hat, big or small, don't wear a hat! - but don't tell me what I can't wear!  If they do so with no clear Biblical Injunction, or even any positive proof that my walk [not some 4th + century A.D. catholic] is steeped in pagan origions - then they are in violation of Romans 14 - period!

You can wear a hat.

If you do wear a hat, big or small, it does not mean that you are under any human's authority - (unless perhaps that is what you think).  If you wear it unto YHVH, then you wear it unto YHVH. -[Romans 14]!

The catholic sun-worship dung is just that, crap - so... don't become catholic!  duh!

The Jews didn't consult the catholics or copy the halo over the Virgin-Mary when they came up with their head-gear - including those Rabbi's that were in countries where there wasn't even a Catholic church - i.e.: Coptic/Syriac, etc....

I'm not aware of any ancient halachah or tradition that forbids the wearing of Tzitzit if not wearing a kippah, and this doesn't sound like it could possibly be right, as there is hardly any mention of the Kippah in ancient Rabbinic lit. anyway, and there are Orthodox who wear Tzitzit and not a Kippah, (a: Shtremel or Bowler though), so if there are such statements, they are probally very modern or local opinion.

A shaved head is not a hat - [unless you glue it back together for a toupee!]

Ezekiel's entire generation wore hats, even in that generation BEFORE the captivity.

There is NOTHING in any Rabbinic lit. that makes ANY connection whatsoever with sun worship and Kippah's, on the contrary - it only acknowledges that YHVH is in the Heavens over mankind.

There are other points I could make, but suffice it to say - I pray that YHVH would give the Body of Messiah circumspection instead of circular-reasoning, before we put yet another stumbling block before Messianic Believers and the House of Israel. - All men need to come humbly before The One Stumbling Block, we don't need to add another!

Shalom alechem.

Email Post 2:

If you read ALL his proof-texts on the issue, there are Catholic reasonings for sun-worship, but NOTHING of any Judaic or Rabbinic texts.  There is a knee-jerk reaction to Judaic things that folks tend to get into, but in this case in particular - WHERE IS THE JUDAIC SUN-WORSHIP QUOTES!  Basically he has given catholic-reasonings and applied them to Jewish hats!  Anti-Semetic wasn't exactly the right term I was searching for [maybe anti-Judaic paranoia?, but I didn't say he was anti-Semetic, I said his polemic bordered/close on being such - I'm sure he probably has a heart for the Jewish people and Scripture] - but in a misguided way on his part the observation still fits.  Basically he states that Jews are wearing SATAN-hats - without quoting even one Rabbinic-quote to show such a stance or even a vague motivation by the Jews for such a charge to be leveled!  To me that is a high-offence!!!  I chose to use the word hats - as all hats are round, Sephardic, and even the baseball-hats: gosh - not only are baseball hats round like the sun, but they have a bill that is shaped like a crescent moon!  If the article had given even one reference to ancient Rabbinic passages that even hinted at sun-worship being the motivation of the Jews, then there would have been a point to all this and a basis for at least discussion on casting out profane things. - But instead, all I see is catholic religious paganism, and that applied to the shape of the Kippah-hat and the Jewish people!  The whole things not even rational! - Monks shaving their head is as a Jew wearing a kippah?! - And that was one of his main points?!

I guess my response was emotionally charged since I'm wearied by all this pit-pull over nothing constantly.  Where's the substance anymore?  How many times have we answered questions like: "candles are evil because witches use them; Davidic-dancing is evil because new-agers dance; or contemporary-Christian music is evil because voodoo people use the same beat in Africa"; and on and on and on - ENOUGH! - Sure, much of the time these reasonings come from "well-meaning" Bible Believing Christians, even sometimes from Messianics, BUT: the Laodicea-Titanic ship is sinking, and we're polishing the dogma-brass as it goes down!  So - when one takes one groups paganism and applies it to another group that has said and shown NOTHING that merits having that charge laid at their door-step, neither have their writings done anything but back up the exact OPPOSITE stance to that false charge, then not only is that bearing false-witness as Torah speaks about, it is deceptive, and condemning, and in complete violation of Romans 14 - and in this case somewhat anti-Jewish then by default [yet everyone knows I have taken some Messianics to task in the past for being anti-Gentile Christian with no foundational rational premises - I'm against falsehood no matter what ditch of the road it comes from.]

And no, I'm not one to say that examining oneself when it comes to pagan things is something I find hard to do - sure, I/you know many/[some] Messianics who do have a problem with that -- but I don't really think that you think I do have a problem in that area; - how many times have I spoken against some Rabbinic traditions that are contrary to Torah, or cabbalistic ones that are even rooted in European witchcraft, or reincarnation zohar crap, not to mention chickens over the head, pagan names for the months, and etc....  But, when someone calls not only the Jewish people themselves, but me as a Messianic Believer, one who is practicing pagan things - without them giving any evidence from Judaic writings themselves, nor any source texts for the actual Judaic practice itself being pagan, and instead equates my/our practice to catholicism without ANY shred of direct connection, - then yes I have a problem! -- I have then been called one who practices paganism, and my friends as well - and I will not sit still anymore for baseless groundless attacks, no matter how well intended.  I could probably write a pretty detailed polemic about how some Messianics who wear Sephardim-kippot that are similar to hats the muslims wear in Iran and Libya are wearing hats honoring the moon-god and are under the authority of the Islamic-clerics!, - and I could probably come up with pages of quotes from the Koran to back up my point, - but guess what? - it would all be false, might sound scholarly, but it would be false.  I DON'T CARE IF SOMEONE SMILES AT ME WHEN HE TELLS ME I'M WEARING A SATAN HAT! - Unless he has some kind of conclusive proof to back it up, I'll rebuke them, even sharply - BUT WITH A SMILE ON MY FACE :-)

Having said that - I read/approached this with a teachable spirit - I didn't make up my mind till I read it through, and knew that should this "theory" be conclusive, even in a measured reasonable-doubt way - that I would have had to stop wearing a Kippah! - and should it have been proven to any measure you know I would have stopped wearing a Kippah; but I will not let the Body of Messiah who wears Kippot, and the Jewish people in general suffer any further attacks that are groundless and divisive under my watch.

Pagan? - Cast it away!  But my Kippah is not the catholic version, - how can I say that? - The pope's little-hat has a pull-tab on it for pop-top theology :-)

So... I'll handle it rationally then --> his is a totally irrational argument! :-) [unless you're catholic]

Shalom shalom

-------------------------------------------------

GREEK TEXT?, HEBREW TEXT? - OR BOTH!

This verse in Matthew 23:2 has been raising some controversy in Messianic circles where I believe there is no cause for any controversy in this passage. {Some say Yeshua says here to obey the Rabbi's in everything; others say no He doesn't He is saying don't listen to the Rabbis all; some say the Hebrew is correct and the Greek wrong; others say the other way around; and on and on.)  But let's take a closer look at the context of this Passage and see if you don't agree that both the Greek and Hebrew are saying the same thing (but only if you look at it in a Biblical Judaic context) - and the Hebrew then simply backs up the (correct understanding of verses the misunderstanding of the) Greek and so neither is at "fault"! - First let's look at the passage in the Greek, Hebrew, and commentary in the Biblical Judaic context....

Based upon (but expanded) - The MNV Study Bible 

            CHAPTER 23 -Greek                CHAPTER 23 -Hebrew

1  Then spake Yeshua to the        ]1. Then spoke Yeshua to the people

multitude, and to His Talmidim,    ]and to His Talmidim,

2  Saying: The Scribes and the     ]2. By saying: Upon the seat of

P'rushim sat down on the seat of   ]Moshe sit the P'rushim and the

Moshe:                             ]Sages:

3  All things then, whatever they  ]3. And now all that ST,D,G,P-(they)

tell you to keep, keep and do; But ]/he-{STsome} say unto you *guard and do;

do not according-to their works:   ]And (yet) according to their standards

for they say, and do not.          ]and deeds, don't do them: Since

                                   ]they say, and (yet) they don't do.

                                   ]    *Keep/observe -

                                   ]    *[G>be {G1>hearing and} doing;]

4  For they bind heavy burdens {m> ]4. And they demand and set forth

and hard to bear}, and lay (them)  ]great burdens that the shoulders

on the shoulders of men; but they  ]of men aren't able to bear; and

wish not to move them with their   ](yet) they themselves, {DG1>even by

finger.                            ]their finger}, they aren't willing

-----------------------------------]to move.

     [D> For they bind up heavy and unportable burdens, and put them

     upon men's shoulders, but they will not stagger around with them

     themselves.]

-----------

  D  = DuTillet, Old Hebrew Manuscript

  G  = Evangelion Da-MePharreshe, both Texts (2nd/3rd century

       A.D.)

  G1 = Evangelion Da-MePharreshe, Sinai Palimpsest (approx late 2nd

       to early 3rd Century A.D.) - in Biblical Aramaic

  G2 = Evangelion Da-MePharreshe, Curetionian (approx late 3rd

       century A.D.) - in Biblical Aramaic

  Gx>= Various ancient readings found in the Sinai Palimpsest

       section (bottom of pages) of F.Crawford Burkitt's Evan-

       gelion Da-MePharreshe - further identified in his Table

       Of Abbreviations, Volume 1, pages xviii-xix:

            Ga> Aphraates' Homilies ([+/-] 5th/6th centuries A.D.)

            Gd> Ciasca's Arabic Diatessaron (2nd century A.D.)

            Ge> Ephraim's commentary on the Diatessaron

            Gf> ASD, Cureton's Ancient Syriac Documents

            Gh> S. Ephraim, by various editions

            Gi> Philip's Doctrine of Addai

            Gj> Jac (see Burkitt's notes)

            Gs> Cureton's Ancient Syriac Documents

            Gt> The Acts of Judas Thomas

            Gu> The Romance of Julian, as edited by Hoffmann

            Gv> Various quotes.  For details see Burkitt's notes

 m  = Minority: many, several, or some of the Greek Texts

*ST - Shem Tov - Same as the base-text

MNV Study Bible Commentary on Matt. 23:2

MT23:2  RABBINIC: 'seat of Moshe' -Mishnaic term for the authority of

        the Sanhedrin, & their issuing of decisions. Note in v. 3, He

        doesn't go against this authority, but rather is against their

        application of their own standards.  Talmud also speaks against

        the Sanhedrin of the 1st cent. A.D..  (Also note), Talmud

        severely condemns: Those who require what is good but don't

        practice it. [Hagiga 14a (R. Yochanan ben-Zakkai); Yebamoth

        63b]  Seemly, are those words when they come from the mouth of

        them which practice them.  Some there be which require what is

        good, and also practice it: Ben-Azza requires what is good, but

        does not practice it. (T. Yebamoth VIII4 /near the end.)

        [Deut.33:3; Ezra 7:6,25; Neh.8:4,8; Mal.2:7; Mark 12:38; Luke

        20:45]  The origins of the Sanhedrin can be traced back to the

        70 Elders who had the authority Moshe gave them, [Ex 18; Num

        11:16-17, 24-25].  After the exile, Ezra re-established this,

        [Ezra 7:25].  [See also: Deut.17:10; Matt.5:22]

Ok; now let's examine some finer points in context....

Some say: Yeshua is saying here to obey everything the Rabbi's say concerning Halachah [verses Him only addressing Judgmental rulings over the House of Israel from a Sanhedrin Beit-Din/(House of Judgment) of the elders as Jethro had presented to Moshe/Moses and was adopted in the Torah.] - Well... we know that Yeshua here {vs: 2 & 3a} can't be addressing the issue of Halachah - as the Scribes/[Sofarim] are mentioned in the context of the "Seat of Moshe/Moses" along with the Scribes - and since most (but not all) of the Scribes/Sopher'im were Sadducees/Tz'udkim {Torah Legal-Experts}, and we know that the Sadducees didn't agree with Pharisees in matters of Halachah {most of the Sadducees didn't even acknowledge the Prophets let alone Pharisee Halachah be it from the Houses of Hillel or of Shammai; - and the House of Hillel and the House of Shammai didn't agree even with themselves in matters of Halachah - just like today: many of the Orthodox don't agree with many other of the Orthodox in matters of Halachah!} - And the P'rushim/Pharisees were forced to go by the interpretation of the Sadducees concerning the Temple Mitzvot/Ordinances in the 1st Century A.D. as the Sadducees were almost all Priests - and even the Talmud agrees that the Sadducees were in charge on the Temple understandings while the Temple stood.  Well you might say - what then? - What is Yeshua/(Jesus) talking about here? - Good question! :-) - The matters where the Sadducees and Pharisees did agree were matters of Judicial Torah Judgments/rulings regarding the Beit-Din (House of Judgment) Judicial system set up in Torah for Israel. - And no matter how you think the Greek and Hebrew Texts speak - both of these (the Greek and the Hebrew Texts) come to the same conclusion, as we are shown by the context of the First Century A.D. Judaic understandings of both the term: "Seat of Moshe/Moses", along with the make-up/complexion of the Sanhedrin. - Otherwise if Yeshua was either endorsing or rebuking just Pharisees and Halachah - He would not have included the Scribes in His statement.  So... some say that in this verse Yeshua is telling you to obey everything said to you by Rabbis {and the Scribes by and large were not Rabbis as the Sopher'im were not Rabbis for the most part but Sadducees}; and others say He is saying don't do anything the Rabbis say - but neither view can be supported by this part of the Passage if you will note the historical and Judaic context and I just outlined.  If He is telling you to disobey the "Seat of Moses" rulings of the Sanhedrin, [made up of both Scribes/Torah-Experts/(mostly Sadducees) and Pharisees/(both the House of Hillel and the House of Shammai)], then you would have Yeshua telling you do disobey the Torah's legal system for the House of Israel - and so you would falsely have Yeshua saying, Who is the The Living Torah and Who Scripture tells us He kept the Torah perfectly, to disobey Torah! - I don't think that is the conclusion we as Messianics - either Rabbinic inclined or Kaarite inclined - would like to reach! - Do you?!!!

Let's look at it from a mundane example then....

The USA judges sit in the seat of the Constitution, all things whatsoever [(the Constitution - OR: (the Judges in accord with the Constitution)] tell you....

Ok; hopefully you will see that the Greek and the Hebrew both "DO" speak to the same conclusion at this point.  And one reason the Hebrew Shem Tov is so important here - is that it clarifies what I believe that the Greek does in fact say, and heads off any misinterpretation that one might get from the Greek if they are either ignorant of or just ignoring the Biblical Judaic understanding of the Sanhedrin and it's place in Biblical Judaism.

Summary: Greek: whatsoever (they in accord with the Moshe/Torah/The seat of Moses...)

         Hebrew: whatsoever He/Moses....

Ok then - what of the second half of the verse where Yeshua rebukes the behavior of the Scribes and Pharisees? - Easy to explain if again you'll look at the Biblical Judaic context and the history of how things were in the 1st Century A.D.. - The Sanhedrin of the 1st century A.D. was very corrupt -(as even Talmud says - see below) - and the indication seems to be that possibly where Yeshua says: they "(Gr.)-bind/set-forth great burdens-(Heb.)" that they are imposing harsh burdens which don't accord with the rulings of Torah as they are weak in God's Mercy even though valid rulings. - Yet this also goes along with the historical context of the nature of the 1st Century Sanhedrin, for even the Talmud says of THAT (1st Cent. A.D.) Sanhedrin....

(As stated in the Commentary from the MNV above): Talmud also speaks against

        the Sanhedrin of the 1st cent. A.D.  (Also note), Talmud

        severely condemns: Those who require what is good but don't

        practice it. [Hagiga 14a (R. Yochanan ben-Zakkai); Yebamoth

        63b]  Seemly, are those words when they come from the mouth of

        them which practice them.  Some there be which require what is

        good, and also practice it: Ben-Azza requires what is good, but

        does not practice it. (T. Yebamoth VIII4 /near the end.)

(And the Talmud goes on to say):  ...Talmud also mentions this first century A.D.
    Sanhedrin before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., as

    being a corrupt "bloody Sanhedrin".  [However, we do know that

    there were at least two who believed in Yeshua and were in, or

    associated with, the Sanhedrin] (Yosef of Ramatyim [Luke 23:

    50-51]; Nakdimon [John 3:1, 7:50]).

And Talmud further goes on to say concerning the P'rushim/Pharisees of the 1st Century A.D. that they were very corrupt - using language in places that even appears worse than Yeshua's "brood of vipers" statements - and even states that the Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. from the actions of both the Sanhedrin and the P'rushim/Pharisees in the 1st Century! -(Did you know this folks? - That Yeshua's statements are even endorced by even the Rabbi in Talmud as being correct concerning the nature of the Pharisees in the 1st Century A.D.! - Or were you falling into the trap of thinking that Yeshua was just being anti-Semitic in the New Testament! - Wake up!!!)

There is much more that could be said here - but I don't have the time.  But hopefully this gives you enough food for thought that you'll just not take the words of men at face value without being as the Boreans who searched Scripture daily to see if those things spoken are true.

I believe folks that neither the Greek nor the Hebrew contradict one another if you read them in a historical Biblical Judaic context here; unless you have an agenda from one ditch or the other beside the Straight And Narrow Path of Life - hopefully you will see this, I pray you will.

-------------------------------------------------

ONE NARROW ROAD - TWO DITCHES....

Some of you may think you are walking on the Narrow Road with Yeshua/(Jesus) The Messiah - but you may only be walking in a ditch by the side...

By the Narrow road we see there are two ditches - the one on the right of LAWlessness, and the one on the left of legalism.  During the first century we see that many fell into the ditch of legalism, and during this last century most who fall are falling in the ditch of LAWlessness - yet there are people who fall into both ditches today.  At either side of the Road Of Life in Messiah Yeshua, there stand demons to draw you aside by winds of false doctrine to the left hand or to the right.  Not keeping their eyes straight on and beholding Messiah Yeshua the Word of the Living Elohim and listening first and foremost to His Words The One Who is The Living Torah; - they instead have inclined their ears and their lives to the words of man. - One side falling into one ditch aided along by some of the words of some of the Gentile "Church" that are contrary to the Word of God; the other side falling into the other ditch aided along by some of the words of some of the Rabbi's that are contrary to the Word of God. - First those by each ditch will just entertain those words of men, then they will embrace them and are dragged over the edge.  Each side by looking at the falsehood of the other side, when seeing the mote of error in each others eyes, - become more encouraged in their own course of falling - all the while failing to see the beam of error in their own eyes.  Those who've fallen into the ditch of LAWlessness say: We have Grace and have no need for the Torah of YHVH, It is a curse, and we are free from It, we will walk as we please, for we are free and can do what we want for God has said He will not Judge us no matter what we do. - And so they use Grace as a cloak for iniquity - for in their violation of the Torah - thinking they are free - they have never fully yielded their heart to God nor their lives to Him as YHVH HaAdonai - YHVH The-Lord.  And many are the false-teachers on this side who will reinforce their deception and bondage with false words of men twisting the Word of God to their own pleasure.  And the other side says: We are kept by the Torah alone, and we have no need of Grace - as they have seen errors in the "Church", and so have rejected the Message of Grace and Mercy from Yeshua Messiah alone that comes from simple child-like faith - and in thinking that He is just a Greek god of the nations they have entered from error into error and reject the Living Water that would give them Life.  They have let the error of the right bring them into their own error on the left.  And many are the false-teachers on this side who will reinforce their deception and bondage with false words of men twisting the Word of God to their own pleasure.  Is the Word of God divided! - Does not the Tanakh say: The just shall live by Faith; and the New Testament declare that: Faith without Works is dead and stands alone! - Doesn't Sha'ul say: Do we then make void the Law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the Law! -- You on the left and on the right will both quote Sha'ul/(Paul) to prove your point - and you are both wrong!  From the left ditch you will hear it said: The writings of Sha'ul and the New Covenant are not inspired by God, for he says we are free from the Torah; and from the right ditch you will hear it said: The Torah is a curse and is done away with I have no need of it.  - And you are both in error and perishing! - For as Shim'on Kefa/(Peter) says concerning the Writings of Sha'ul: As also in all his Epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.  When the floods of Judgment that are soon coming upon the earth approach you, it will not be the writings of the Church Fathers lifted up that will cause the waters to part before your feet - nor will it be the writings of the Rabbi's that will cause the waters to part around you; - for it will be the entire Word of The Living God alone that will keep you from being swept away - if you are rooted and grounded in Yeshua Messiah.  Has God spoken through some in the Gentile Church and some of the Rabbi's down through the centuries - of course - but only as they were led by Him in accord with His Holy Word.  But to the deceived in the ditches on the left hand and on the right: Repent quickly! - For the attendant is crying from the post of the Door - Come in quickly ahead of the storm!

We as members of the Body of Messiah need to love and cherish ALL of God's Holy Word The Bible! [O.T.]: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe. The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Nivi’im as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah [N.T.]: as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men. And then let Ruach HaKodesh [The Holy Spirit] of YHVH Elohim/God lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go. Only then will we be able to discern the words of ALL men, - whether they are words that are as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and give Him glory, - or are words that are empty and dry as a river-bed in a drought.

-------------------------------------------------

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE TO: THE QUARTET And Their "ROAD-MAP" TO HELL...

Genesis 15:18-21  In the same day YHVH made a covenant with Avram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:

Jeremiah 24:6  For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up. Jeremiah 32:41  Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with My whole heart and with My whole soul. Amos 9:14-15  And I will bring again the captivity of My people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 15  And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith YHVH thy Elohim.

Zephaniah 3:20  At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith YHVH.

Zephaniah 2:8-9 ¶ I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, and magnified themselves against their border.  9  Therefore as I live, saith YHVH of hosts, the Elohim of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the residue of My people shall spoil them, and the remnant of My people shall possess them.  Zechariah 12:1-9 ¶ The burden of the Word of YHVH for Israel, saith YHVH, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. 2  Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 3  And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.

4  In that day, saith YHVH, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open Mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness. 5  And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in YHVH of hosts their Elohim. 6  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. 7  YHVH also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.  8  In that day shall YHVH defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as Elohim, as the Angel of YHVH before them.  9 ¶ And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.

Revelation 3:14-22 ¶ And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God; 15  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth. 17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18  I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 20  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My Voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me. 21  To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My Throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His Throne. 22  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Daniel 5:21b-28 ...he knew that the Most High Elohim ruled in the kingdom of men, and that He appointeth over it whomsoever He will. 22  And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;

23  But hast lifted up thyself against the Adonai of Heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the Elohim in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

24  Then was the part of the hand sent from Him; and this writing was written.

25  And this is the writing that was written,

                          MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

26  This is the interpretation of the thing:

    MENE; Elohim hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

27  TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.

28  PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.

Zephaniah 1:14-2:3 ¶ The great day of YHVH is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of YHVH: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 15  That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16  A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 17  And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against YHVH: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 18  Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of YHVH’s wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of His jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land. 1 ¶ Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; 2  Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of YHVH come upon you, before the day of YHVH’s anger come upon you. 3  Seek ye YHVH, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the YHVH’s anger.

Zephaniah 3:6-8  I have cut off the nations: their towers are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant. 7  I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings. 8 ¶ Therefore wait ye upon Me, saith YHVH, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for My determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them Mine indignation, even all My fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the Fire Of My Jealousy.

Jeremiah 50:22-32 ¶ A sound of battle is in the land, and of great destruction. 23  How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a desolation among the nations! 24  I have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and thou wast not aware: thou art found, and also caught, because thou hast striven against YHVH. 25  YHVH hath opened his armoury, and hath brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for this is the work of the Adonai YHVH of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans. 26  Come against her from the utmost border, open her storehouses: cast her up as heaps, and destroy her utterly: let nothing of her be left. 27  Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the slaughter: woe unto them! for their day is come, the time of their visitation. 28  The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance of YHVH our Elohim, the vengeance of His temple. 29  Call together the archers against Babylon: all ye that bend the bow, camp against it round about; let none thereof escape: recompense her according to her work; according to all that she hath done, do unto her: for she hath been proud against YHVH, against the Holy One of Israel. 30  Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and all her men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith YHVH. 31  Behold, I am against thee, O thou most proud, saith the Adonai YHVH of hosts: for thy day is come, the time that I will visit thee. 32  And the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour all round about him.

Revelation 18:1-19:4 ¶ And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2  And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3  For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 4  And I heard another voice from Heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 5  For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 6  Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. 7  How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. 8  Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 9 ¶ And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 10  Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 11  And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more: 12  The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 13  And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 14  And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 15  The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 16  And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 17  For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 18  And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city! 19  And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. 20  Rejoice over her, thou Heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her. 21  And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. 22  And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 23  And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 24  And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth. 1 ¶ And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in Heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: 2  For true and righteous are His judgments: for He hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of His servants at her hand. 3  And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. 4  And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; .HalleluYAH.

Jeremiah 31:35-36 ¶ Thus saith YHVH, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; YHVH of hosts is His Name: 36  If those ordinances depart from before Me, saith YHVH, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before Me for ever.

What Sha’ul/Paul anti-Torah/Law?

     Actually - this idea we heard today that Sha'ul/Paul was anti-Torah/Nomian is nothing new.  We read about the subject being addressed  in the NT Itself....
 

2Pe 3:16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.
 

Ac.21:24  Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. 
 

     Part of the problem was/is that Sha'ul/Paul, a Rabbi and student of Gamiel, approaches the subject of Torah in a way similar to a certain Rabbinic style of examination - in circumspection looking at the issue from all angles, then drawing all those views into a conclusion.  As a result - if one is taking one part of his drash on the subject apart from the other parts, conclusion, and context, it can appear anti-Torah/Law - but his premise and conclusion are absolutely NOT anti-Torah.  Spiritual things are Spiritually discerned; but if you apart from The Spirit try and discern Them by leaning on your own understanding, or by the carnal mind, you will error.  For example you will hear people say Sha'ul/Paul says: we are "free from the Torah/Law" - BUT in context he says:
 

Ro.7:1 ¶  Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth?
 

They also say that he says we discard the Torah; BUT the end of his drash is:
 

Ro 3:31  Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.
 

     Sha'ul/Paul does NOT say that the Torah isn't in effect in the lives of Believers - he plainly states that the Torah has dominion over a man as long as he lives!  He does not say that we make void the Torah - he plainly states that we ESTABLISH the Torah!
 

     If one is tempted or inclined to think that Sha'ul/Paul is anti-Torah it is simply because of bad teaching, deception, and/or the carnal nature. -  From centuries of the "Church" taking Paul's writings out of context and quoting them only in part, to have them try and say only what they want to hear, not what he actually says.  Some were doing this is his day, many are still doing it today.  It wasn't as bad 30 + years ago as it is today, you used to hear the "Church" at least somewhat, to one degree or another, talk about keeping the Commandments, at least the weightier matters of the Torah - but as this world becomes more and more LAWless - you increasingly see the NT and all Scripture being taken out of context, molded by man into the dogma of man and/or twisted by the doctrines of demons, to justify a LAWless lifestyle.
 

     Sha'ul is speaking of our relationship to the Torah both from the inner-man, and the outer man.  We are free by Messiah Yeshua's Atonement Sacrifice from the curse of the Torah upon the outer-man issued from violation of the Negative Commands/Mitzvot - but ONLY IF we then walk in the inner-man, by Grace through Faith in Love, in accord with the Positive Commands/Mitzvot.  For: we are Saved by Grace through Faith, not of works..., but Scripture also tells us: faith without works is dead and stands alone. - For if you willfully continue in sin after you have been Atoned for - you then willfully place yourself back under Judgment, for Scripture in Tanakh declares: The just shall live by Faith. - For the Negative Commandments: (thou SHALT NOT: murder, steal, etc...) are written as a final stop-sign for the outer-man, addressing the carnal and fleshly nature; but the Positive Commandments: (thou SHALT: Love, Worship, etc...) are written for liberty for the inner-man, that we would walk in them in The Spirit by Grace and through Faith, and so in Love establish the Torah - and in so establishing the Torah - so we are also then guarding the Negative Commands -- as those who walk in the Spirit will not fulfill the desires of the flesh.  For one who is walking in Love for YHVH will not take His Name in vain; and one who is walking in love for his fellow man will not murder him.  So then, walking in The Spirit by Faith and Grace, we will walk in the accord with the Positive Commands of Torah, and so establish the Torah.  As Messiah told us: If you love Me keep/guard My Commandments.
 

     But satan would try and deceive from ditches both on the left hand and on the right.  Do you see how some have discarded the Torah?, but you love The Torah? - Then the temptation from the enemy is to disregard Grace.  Do you see how Grace is True, but note how some are trying to observe Torah by a prescriptive legalistic approach from the outer-man in, (if you will), rather than by Faith in Love from the inner-man out? - Then the temptation from the enemy is to disregard Torah. - And if you listen to those temptations from the world and the enemy you will fall deeper and deeper into error.
 

     It is easier to be "against" something to try and define who you are; rather than to be "for" something and to know who you are.  There is a value in knowing what you are against - but it can also hinder, or even deceive you, unless you first know who you are and what you are for.  The best way to know the counterfeit - is to first know the Real.
 
Misc:
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Passover/Pesach Harmony & Commentary
Pesach/Passover Harmony With The Four Gospel Last Supper Accounts

It is worded where possible, in the language of the King James Version, and where differing significantly from the various versions is either noted, or re-worded.  This is simply to show all the various readings on one place, not to establish any doctrine. If one wants to use just the KJV, simply print out these verses in the orders listed.

                   Alternate readings come from:

a>The Shem Tov [ST]; 14th century copy of a 1st century CE/AD Mishnaic Hebrew version of Matthew, as found in the Even Bohan.

b>The Alexandrian or Egyptian texts, [Alex] as in the Nestle-Greek & the United Bible Societies', reflecting the {aprox} 4th Century Greek in the Codex Sinaiticus & Codex Vaticanus.

c>The Greek [Gr] of the Textus Receptus, in agreement with the Majority

Text [M], reflecting the Byzantine texts.  Showing also alternate [alt] possible readings.

d>The Hebrew [H], which reflects not only the Hebrew word meanings, but gives a M'shacheeym/Natzratim {Messianic/Nazarene} flavor, putting the events in a correct setting, reflecting our 1st century Judaic roots.

e>Notes [N], reflecting possible textual understandings, and further explained in the Commentary following. 

 

NOTE: Following this Harmony are further Study Notes.

 

PART I:

 

A PESACH-SEDER (Passover-Meal) HARMONY OF THE FOUR GOOD-NEWS ACCOUNTS:

 

{BRECHAT HANER}

 

Mt.26:20/Mk.14:17/Lk.22:14    It came to pass-[ST] when the hour was coming of the evening He cometh and was reclined-[1] at table-[ST] and His twelve-[2] Talmidim-[3] with Him.

     [1-Gr sitting-ST]  [Gr&ST  Alex.{-} twelve]

     [3-ST-Disciples  Lk. Apostles]

 

{@ KIDDUSH 1ST CUP-OF BLESSING}

 

Lk.22:15    And He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this Pesach-Seder-[1] with you before My suffering.    [1-H Passover meal]

Lk.22:16    For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of Elohim.-[1]    [1-H God]

Lk.22:17  And He took the cup (of wine), and having given the b’rakhah-[1], said, Take this, and divide (it) among yourselves:

     [1-H blessing  Lk/Gr-giving thanks]

Lk.22:18  For I say unto you,-[1] I will not drink (again) of the ‘fruit of the vine’ until the Kingdom of Elohim has come.

     [1-Gr.  Alex.{+} from now on]

 

{@ URCHATZ, WASHING OF THE HANDS:}

 

Jn.13:2  And the Seder-[1] being in progress-[2], haSatan-[3] having already put into the heart of Y’hudah Ben-Shim’on from K’riot,-[4] that he should betray Him;

    [1-H/N supper-Gr]  [2-Alex.  Gr.-having occurred]

    [3-Alt./Gr. the adversary]  [4-H  Judas son of Simon Iscariot]

Jn.13:3  Yeshua knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He was come out from-[1] Elohim, and departs to Elohim;

    [1-Gr./lit.]

Jn.13:4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside (His) garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself.

Jn.13:5 Then He put water into the basin, and began to wash the Talmidim’s feet, and to wipe off with the towel wherewith He was girded.

Jn.13:6  Then cometh He to Shim’on Kefa:-[1] and that one saith unto Him, Lord, dost Thou wash my feet?

Jn.13:7  Yeshua answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not yet; but thou shalt know after these things.

Jn.13:8  Shim’on saith unto Him, You may in no way wash my feet to the age.  Yeshua answered him, Unless I wash thee, thou hast no part with Me.

Jn.13:9  Shim’on Kefa saith unto Him, Lord, not my feet only, but also the hands and the head.

Jn.13:10  Yeshua saith to him, He having bathed needeth not save to wash the feet, but is clean wholly: and ye are clean, but not all.

Jn.13:11  For He knew the (one) betraying Him; for this reason said He, Ye are not all clean.

Jn.13:12  So when He had washed their feet, and had taken His garments, reclining again, He said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?

Jn.13:13  Ye call Me Rabbi-[1] and the Lord: and ye say well; for I am.

    [1-H teacher-Gr.]

Jn.13:14  If I then, the Lord and the Rabbi, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.

Jn.13:15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you….

Jn.13:16  …Amaine v’amaine.-[1]  I say unto you,  The slave is not greater than his lord; neither a messenger greater than the (one) sending him.

    [1-H/N-Amen & amen  Truly, truly-Gr.]

Jn.13:17  If you know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

 

                 {@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS (after Karpas, Dipping of the Parsely)}

 

Mt.26:21a/Mk.14:18a/Jn.13:18  And as they sat and did eat, Yeshua said, I do not speak concerning all of you - (For) I know whom I chose out:-[Gr] but that The-Tanakh-[1] may be fulfilled, ‘The one eating the bread with Me (hath)-[2] lifted up his heel against Me’.

    [1-H Scripture-Gr.]  [2-Gr.  Alex/Jn-My bread has]

Jn.13:19  Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I AM-[Gr]…

Jn.13:20  …Amaine v’amaine.  I say unto you, The one who receiveth whomsoever I may send receiveth Me; and the one who receiveth Me receiveth the One who sent Me.

Mt.26:21b/Mk.14:18b/Jn.13:21  When Yeshua had thus said, He was troubled in Spirit, and testified, and said, Amaine v’amaine.  I say unto you, that one of you which eateth with Me shall betray-[1] Me.

    [1-Gr.   ST-inform against]

Jn.13:22  Then the Talmidim looked one at another, being perplexed about whom He spake.

Mt.26:22/Mk.14:19  And they began to be exceeding sorrowful, and began each to say unto Him one by one, Lord, is it I?-[1]

    [1-ST&KJV   Gr-not I am (he)?   Alex./Mk. {-} And another said is it I {+}Gr./Mk.}

Mt.26:23/Mk.14:20  And He answered them and said, he is one of the twelve, that dippeth (his) hand with Me in the dish the same shall sell-[1] Me.  - [Therefore, they did not recognize him; because if they had recognized him they would have destroyed him.]-[{+}-ST]

Mt.26:24/Mk.14:21  Yeshua said to them:-[ST] The Son of man indeed goeth as it is written about Him: But woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed.  Good would it be for that man not to have been born.-[ST]

Jn.13:23  Now there was reclining at-[Gr.] Yeshua’s bosom one of His Talmidim, whom Yeshua loved.

Jn.13:24  Shim’on Kefa therefore nods to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom He spake.

Jn.13:25  And leaning-[1] on the breast of Yeshua he saith unto Him, Lord, who is it?

    [1-Gr.   Alex.{+}thus]

 

{@ KORECH, BITTER-HERBS WITH CHAROSET (after Maror Bitter-Herbs)]

 

Jn.13:26  Yeshua answered, He it is, to whom I shall give the (piece of) matzah-[1] when I have dipped (it).  And when He had dipped the matzah, He gave it to Y’hudah ben-Shim’on from K’riot.

    [1-H/lit.  Gr.-morsel]

Jn13:27  And after the morsel, then haSatan entered into him.  Then said Yeshua unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.

Mt.26:25  Then Y’hudah, who sold Him-[1], answered and said, Rabbi,-[2] am I this one?-[3]  He said unto him, Thou hast spoken.

    [1-ST betrayed-Gr.] [2-ST&Gr.] [3-ST not I am (he)?-Gr-(See Mt.26:22)]

Jn.13:28  But no one of those reclining knew this, for what He spake unto him.

Jn.13:29  For some thought, since Y’hudah held the money-bag that Yeshua was saying unto him, Buy what things we have need for the feast; or that he should give something to the poor.

Jn.13:30  Then receiving the morsel, he went immediately out: and it (then-N) was night.

 

                   {@ SHULAN ORECH, THE PESACH-SUPPER/MEAL}

 

Jn.13:31  Therefore, when he was gone out, Yeshua said, Now the Son of man was-[Gr.] glorified, and Elohim was-[Gr.] glorified in Him.

Jn.13:32  If Elohim was glorified in Him, Elohim also shall be glorify Him in Himself, and shall immediately glorify Him.

 

                    {@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN}

 

Mt.26:26/Mk.14:22/Lk.22:19/1Cor.11:24  And as they did eat, Yeshua took matzah-[1] and [gave thanks-Lk.] blessed,-[2] and brake, and gave unto the Talmidim, and said, Take, eat:-[3] this is My Body broken-[4] (and) being given for-[5] you: this do for My remembrance.-[6]

    [1-H-unleaven bread  Gr.-a loaf]

    [2-Lk.-gave thanks  M/Mt-gave thanks for]

    [3-Alex./Mk. {-} eat   Alex./1Cor {-} take eat]

    [4-Gr/1Cor.11:24   Alex/1Cor {-} broken]

    [5-Gr/Lk.   Gr.-1Cor11:24-on behalf of]

    [6-Gr   Gr./Alt.-remembrance of Me]

 

                    {@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION]

 

Mt.26:27-28/Mk.14:23-25a/Lk.22:20/1Cor.11:25  [Likewise-Lk.] He [also-Lk.] took the cup [after supper-Lk.], and when He had given thanks, He gave and said unto them, Drink all of you from this, This [cup-Lk.] is-[1] My Blood of-[2] the New-[3] Covenant which will be poured out-[ST} for many for the atonement-[4] of sins.  As often as you drink, do this for remembrance of Me.-[Gr. 1Cor.11:25] Amaine.  And they all drank of it.

    [1-ST&Gr.   Lk./1Cor.11:25-in]

    [2-ST/Gr.   Lk./1Cor.11:25-(is)]

    [3-ST&Gr.   Alex/Mk. {-} New]

    [4-ST   Gr.-forgiveness   Alex./Mt. {-} forgiveness]

Mt.26:29/Mk.14:25  But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this ‘fruit of the vine’, until that day when I drink it new with you in the Kingdom of Elohim My Father.-[1]

    [1-Gr.   ST-Kingdom of Heaven]

 

                      {AFTER THE HALLEL, (after reciting Psalms 118)}

 

Mt.26:30a/Mk.14:26a/Lk22:23,21-22,24  And when they had sung the Hallel, they began to examine themselves, who then of them it may be, the (one) being about to do this: ‘but behold  the  hand of My  betrayer  with  Me on  table.  And  indeed the Son of man goeth according as was determined: but woe unto that man by whom He is betrayed.’  And there was also a dispute among them, who of them seems to be greater.

Lk.22:25  And He said unto them, The kings of the goyim-[1] lord it over them; and the authorities over them are called benefactors.

    [1-H nations/gentiles]

Lk.22:26  But ye (be) not so: but he that is greater among you, let him be as the lesser; and he governing, as he serving.

Lk.22:27  For whether (is) greater, he that reclining, or he that serveth? (is) not he reclining?  But I am among you as (One) serving.

Lk.22:28  Ye are they which have continued with Me in My trials.

Lk.22:29  And I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto Me;

Lk.22:30  That ye may eat and drink at My table in My Kingdom.-[1] And you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

    [1-Gr.   M {-} in My Kingdom]

[Jn.13:33-35; Lk.22:31/Jn.13:36; Lk.22:32-33/Jn.13:37; Lk.22:34/Jn.13:38; {Jn.14:1-17:26/Lk.22:-35-38a}] - Discussion/verses before....

 

                         {UNTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES}

 

Mt.26:30b/Mk.14:26b/Lk.22:38b-39/Jn.18:1  And these things having spoke Yeshua, He says to them: {...} Arise, let us go.  And He went out as He was accustomed, and there went with Him His Talmidim also (who) followed Him, over the brook Kidron, to a hill called the Mount of Olives where there was a garden.  And He entered there, He and His Talmidim.-[1]

     [1 Composite Of Versions Reading]

 

                                                ========Study  NOTES:=======

 

MT26:17 NOTE: A harmony reading of the four Good-News accounts, shows them to be in perfect agreement, if a Messianic understanding

        is applied.  The "Preparation", was not for the Pesach, but for

        the Shabbat; Erev-Shabbat, is called the 'Preparation-day'.-[Jn

        19:31] Also, we note that Pesach is a term applied, even today,

        to the entire Feast of Chag HaMatzot -[Ezekiel 45:21]; and so,

        the Levites in Jn.18:28 were not speaking of the Pesach Seder

        proper, but Pesach in general, and during the evening of the

        15th, note:

             The Temple-gates were opened at midnight to prepare for

        the offering of the Chagigah, or festive sacrifice, and the

        remainder of which was was afterwards eaten at a festive meal.

        The poor who gathered around the Temple might then seek to

        obtain the help of the charitable. - For which the Levi'im

        would have been concerned that they were not defiled.-(for

        further info: The Life And Times Of Jesus The Messiah, by

        Alfred Edersheim [Eerdmans]).  [Ex.12:6; 18-20]

MT26:20 NOTE:  Mt26:20; Mk14:17; Lk22:14.  The time period "between two evenings" - Ex.7:6 when the Pascal Lamb was to be slain was past [the interval between the commencement of the sun's decline and what was reckoned as the hour of its final disappearance (about 6 P.M.)];  the 'second' evening-time beginning with the third star appearance in the sky.  In short...right before sunset.  (Note also: Pes.5:1; and also for the time when the Cohanim [Priests] lit the lights see Ex.30:8)

        [Pesach Seder,Ex.12:2-10]. Reclining, as in Jewish halachah, at

        a low table, resting on their left hand so as to leave the

        right free.   (& SEE: Sabbath EnJ V.I p.139c).  [Mark 14:17-21;

        Luke 22:14; John 13:21]

MT26:23 NOTE: [Mk14:20]; There were two dishes that were dipped into.

        The salty water for the parsley, and the bitter-herbs* and with

        the charoset. This dish spoken of here might have been the

        first dish of Karpas; with all dipping in it.  (*Five types of

        Bitter-herbs mentioned in Pes.2:3).   [Ps.41:9; LUke 22:21;

        John 13:18]  {Nedarim 4:4}

MT26:26 The blessing over the matzah is: Baruch Atah Adonai Elohaenu

        Melech ha-olam, ha-motsee lechem min ha-arets. - Blessed art

        Thou Lord our God King of the universe, who brings forth bread

        from the earth.   [Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20; 1Cor.11:23-25;

        [Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20; 1Cor.11:23-25; 1Pet.2:24]

MT26:27 The blessing over the wine is: Baruch Atah Adonai Elohaenu

        Melech ha-olam, borae pree hagafen. - Blessed art Thou Lord our

        God King of the universe, who brings forth the fruit of the

        vine.   [Mark 14:23]

MT26:28 RABBINIC: LUCHOTH HABBERITH (242a):  He (the Messiah) will give

        Himself and His life over unto death, and His blood will atone

        for His people.  ZEBACHIM (6a): Surely atonement can only be

        made with the blood, as it says, 'For it is the blood that

        maketh atonement by reason of the life' -[Leviticus 17:11].

        [See also Yoma (5a); and Hebrews 9:22].   [Ex.24:8; Jer.31:31;

        Matt.20:28]

MT26:29 NOTE: Some state that the Communion breaking of bread/matzah,

        was the first usage of the Afikomen, that this then was

        continued in the Messianic/Natzratim Pesach Seder, and that

        after the destruction of the Temple, it was then also adopted

        into the Rabbinic Seder. [Lk22:17-18]; The traditional ancient

        blessing is: Blessed art Thou, Lord our God King of the

        universe, Who brings forth the fruit of the vine. The wine was

        the ordinary one of the country, only red; it was mixed with

        water, generally in the proportion of one part to two of water.

        /The Life & Times of Jesus The Messiah, by: Edersheim Book 5:9,

        485.  Also interesting is in one place in later Rabbinic lit.

        Shim`on Kefa, (Simeon Peter), is said to have written the

        Havdalah service for the closing of the evening of Shabbat!

        And in the Sephardi version of this service, a 'form' of

        "Yeshua" for Salvation, is used seven times, (less so in the

        Ashkenazi), and it lends itself to "Messianic" interpretations

        in a great many ways.  (Note this mentioned in commentary of:

        Siddur For Messianic Jews, by Dr. John Fischer & Dr. David

        Bronstein / Menorah Ministries, P.O. Box 669 Palm Harbor, Fl.

        34682).   [Mark 14:25; Acts 10:41]

MT26:30 The Hallel, Ps.113-114, is at the close of the Pesach meal.

        [Mark 14:26-31; Luke 22:31-34]

MT26:35 NOTE: Lk22:33/Jn13:37/Mt26:33,35/Mk14:29,31; Note that if a

        Harmony reading is taken of all four accounts, Kefa is seen to

        have said three times that he will not deny Yeshua, (once

        before leaving the Seder room, and twice during one

        conversation while on the way to the Garden).  And so, three

        times saying he would not deny Him, three times denying Him,

        and after the Resurrection three times being asked by Yeshua if

        he (Kefa) loves Him, & three times being given the occasion to

        confess his love!  For further info., see also: The Pesach

        Harmony accounts.

Mt26:36 Gethsemane/Gat-Sh'manim, meaning garden of the "Oil Press".

        [Mark 14:32-35; Luke 22:39-40; John 18:1]

 

MK14:7  (Brechat Haner)

MK14:18 (@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS [after Karpas, Dipping of Parsley])

MK14:22 (@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN)

MK14:23 (@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION)

MK14:25 Note how the Amen/(verily) of Mk14:25a fits into the words of

        Yeshua concerning the cup in Mk14:23-24 as a closing phrase.

MK14:26 (AFTER THE HALLEL, [after reciting Psalms 118])

LK22:14 (Brechat Haner)

LK22:15 (@ KIDDUSH 1ST CUP-OF BLESSING)

LK22:17 [See: Matt.26:29]

LK22:19 (@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN)

        'this do for My remembrance', which is an alternate reading

        supported by the Greek is interesting in that the Communion

        being a part of the Pesach Seder, it was remembrance of

        atonement, perhaps not only for us, but possibly God

        remembering His Covenant {?}  So was the Communion not only for

        our remembrance, but, (in this sense), possibly for Messiah's

        as well.  Perhaps the idea is as in God remembering His

        Covenant during the Temple sacrifices, as is shown to us in

        Tanakh.  As Yeshua was there saying this, it was not meaning in

        a lit. physical; but yet it was in a real and True Spiritual

        sense - (note together with the statement in John 6:63).  This

        would in no way have involved any suggestion to violate the

        Torah of course.  [Matt.26:26; Mk.14:22; 1Cor.11:24]   {Pesahim

        10:6}

LK22:20 (@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION)

LK22:23 (AFTER THE HALLEL, [after reciting Psalms 118])  The Hallel was

        at the closing of the Seder.  This would have been the proper

        time for the Talmidim 'examine themselves' entering into

        discussion, including the dispute concerning 'who of them seems

        to be the greater'.  So, I would put the entire discussion in

        Luke and Yochanan/John after the Hallel, and before they

        departed for the Mount of Olives.  At first glance it would

        seem to appear that Luke, contrary to the other three Good News

        accounts, has the betrayal after the Communion.  This however

        does not bear out in a contextual Harmony reading.  Please note

        that Lukes has the disciples disputing about other things, (not

        in a state of grief as when they first learned of the betrayer

        as in the other accounts).  For these reasons, I would place

        Lukes statements as a reflection after the Seder had finished,

        and this only requires that the words stated by Yeshua from

        Tanakh earlier, be looked at as a re-cap of the prior event [in

        Luke] in which case I believe shows the entire Good News four

        accounts in perfect agreement.  [Matt.26:30a; Mk.14:26a]

LK22:27 {Berakhoth 6:6, 7:1; Pesahim 7:13, 10:1}

LK22:35 (RIGHT BEFORE LEAVING THE SEDER)

LK22:67 NOTE: Luke mentions that they waited till morning for this

        judgment of the full Sanhedrin.  According to the rules of the

        Sanhedrin, no capital punishment judgment could be held at

        night, and the Good-News account bring out that they at least

        waited for the dawn to do this.  (Being after the time of the

        Seder, and then with the time in the Garden, and the time taken

        to lead Yeshua away - by the time the full Sanhedrin assembled

        in would have been in the time frame that we see in fact it did

        occur - at dawn.)  But this partial Sanhedrin that met first as

        a "Beit-Din" was really against the operational rules for the

        Sanhedrin, and shouldn't have been meeting at night - which

        only goes to show that they were so anxious to prosecute Yeshua

        that they met in this way, to take advantage of arresting

        Yeshua outside of Jerusalem and away from the crowds and most

        of His followers, though it involved circumventing Law and

        halachah.  Talmud also mentions this first century A.D.

        Sanhedrin before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., as

        being a corrupt "bloody Sanhedrin".  However, we do know that

        there were at least two who believed in Yeshua and were in, or

        associated with, the Sanhedrin (Yosef of Ramatyim [Luke 23:

        50-51]; Nakdimon [John 3:1, 7:50]).

JN13:2  (@ URCHATZ, WASHING OF THE HANDS:)  The entire Supper is also

        called the Seder, [or order].

             The translation of 'having occurred', could be seen as an

        attempt to reconcile with the Luke reading of the denial, but

        please note, (in: Lk22:23,21-22,24 commentary), that I do not

        feel that this is justified.  So then: 'being in progress', or,

        'occurring' I believe would be a better understanding, and

        gives an alignment of all the Good-News accounts.

JN13:4  I place this as the Urchatz washing rather than the later, due

        to the lack of mention of the blessing being said.  In addition

        as it fits in well with the rest of the Gospel accounts order.

        It is also interesting to note that Kefa was surprised that

        Yeshua would wash his feet, being not only the duty of a

        servant, but being the part of the Seder where the hands were

        first washed.   {Shabbath 22:5}

JN13:5  {Ketuboth 5:5; Yadaim 4:1}

JN13:16 Verily, verily, should be read: amen and amen, when it appears.

        It is a closing rather than an introduction, which would give

        stress to the just prior comments, rather than used as an

        introduction.  This is a common Hebrew expression.

JN13:18 (@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS [after Karpas, Dipping of Parsley])

JN13:19 Note the emphasis in the Greek with 'I AM', in: The Interlinear

        Bible/Hendrickson.

JN13:20 Noting that in verse 21 Yeshua is troubled, one is almost led

        to the conclusion that this statement in v.20, was a reminder

        to the Talmidim, of the event spoken of in Mk.9:37.

JN13:23 Yochanan/John would have been on the right side of Yeshua, in

        order to have leaned back on Yeshua's bosom, and Judas on the

        left. JN13:26 (@KORECH BITTER-HERBS WITH CHAROSET [after Maror Bitter-herbs])

        I chose the dish being spoken of here as Korech, as not only

        does this fit all the accounts, but also show Judas keeping the

        very basic requirements of the Pesach as in Jer.Chall.57b (& so

        statement by Hillel while the Temple stood), the 'sop'

        containing a piece of the Pesach Lamb and Matzah with Bitter-

        herbs.  This would also cause less surprise when he left the

        Sedar at this point [See:Jn13:29 commentary].

        This also brings to mind 'having a taste of righteousness...'.

        Also it would be before Judas partook of the Passover meal

        proper, and the Communion, (which makes better theological

        sense), and fits all the Good-News accounts in this regard,

        (including Luke's account I believe. [See: Lk22:23,21-22,24

        Commentary]).   [Tanakh on betrayal Ps.41:9]   Matzah=unleaven

        bread -[Ex.12:17-20].

JN13:27 Note the order that I believe the statements of this verse, and

        Mt26:25, occurred (in the MNV Harmony).  If in this order, it

        would indicate yet another reason that the Talmidim wouldn't

        have reacted to Judas' response, as Judas in Mt26:25, would be

        answering the statement from Yeshua in Jn13:27.

        'That thou doest, do quickly', is interesting in that Judas

        when leaving the Seder would be faced with a decision, -to wait

        until the members of the Sanhedrin finished their Seder or, -to

        go 'quickly' to them, which would have caused them to hurry and

        finish their Seder to assemble to arrest Him.  Had he not gone

        early, the time-table would have been thrown off, and Yeshua

        would have been arrested later, which could have resulted in

        His not being crucified at the time of the Evening Sacrifice,

        etc..  So, Yeshua's statement shows not only having knowledge

        of the betrayal, but of all elements in the necessary timing of

        the betrayal to fulfill Prophecy, knowing before-hand in the

        Spirit.

JN13:29 The provision and preparation of the needful food, and of all

        that was needful for the feast was allowed on the 15th Nisan

        expressly in the Mishnah.  This would have been especially so

        when the 1st day of the feast was followed by a Shabbat. -{Life

        & Times/Eders. Book5:10,508} The Temple-gates were opened at

        midnight to prepare for the offering of the Chagigah, or

        festive sacrifice, and the remainder of which was was

        afterwards eaten at a festive meal.-[Note: Yochanan/John 18:28

        (not the Pesach meal)].  The poor who gathered around the

        Temple might then seek to obtain the help of the charitable.

JN13:30 And it was {became(?)} night, seems to be not only descriptive

        of the time that it was, but possibly as being early in the

        Seder.  Yochanan was telling us that it had JUST become, or

        just entered into night, (or the sun had not long ago set),

        which at the time that Judas left would also have been the

        case.

JN13:31 (@ SHULAN ORECH, THE PESACH-SUPPER/MEAL)

Israel: Jews, Christians/Messianics, - A Warning!...
     Something has been troubling me of late - so:  I'll post this to give you something that I consider urgent to think and pray about, and a warning!...
Now YHVH had said unto Avram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a Land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great Nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.... Gen. 12:1-3

In the same day YHVH made a Covenant with Avram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this Land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: Genesis 15:18-21 
     One of the main reasons shown in Scripture for the beginning of the "End-Times" with the battle of Gog/Magog-WWIII which is Judgment mainly against the Nations, yet somewhat too against Israel, is the disputing of the Nations over Israel, It's borders, and Jerusalem....
"I have heard the reproach of Moab, And the insults of the people of Ammon, With which they have reproached My people, And made arrogant threats against their border/territory. Therefore, as I live," Says YHVH of hosts, the Elohim of Israel, "Surely Moab shall be like Sodom, And the people of Ammon like Gomorrah—Overrun with weeds and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation. The residue of My people shall plunder them, And the remnant of My people shall possess them." This they shall have for their pride, Because they have reproached and made arrogant threats against the people of YHVH of hosts. YHVH will be awesome to them, For He will reduce to nothing all the gods of the earth; People shall worship Him, each one from his place, Indeed all the shores of the nations. Zep.2:8-11

But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour the palaces thereof:  And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn Mine Hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith The Lord YHVH. Am.1:7-8

Thus saith YHVH; For three transgressions of the children of Ammon (children of Ammon/Jordon which also equals Palestinians today ), and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border: Am 1:13  

Thus saith YHVH; Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, and against them that dwell in the midst of them that rise up against Me, a destroying wind; And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for in the day of trouble they shall be against her round about. Against him that bendeth let the archer bend his bow, and against him that lifteth himself up in his brigandine: and spare ye not her young men; destroy ye utterly all her host. Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, and they that are thrust through in her streets.  For Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of YHVH of hosts; though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel.  Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of YHVH’s vengeance; He will render unto her a recompence.  Babylon hath been a golden cup in YHVH’s Hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad.  Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed.  We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies. Jer. 51:1-9

Thus saith The Lord YHVH; When I shall have gathered the house of Israel from the people among whom they are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, then shall they dwell in their Land that I have given to My servant Jacob. And they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those that despise them round about them; and they shall know that I Am YHVH their God. Ez. 28:25-26

Then He said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith The Lord YHVH; Behold, O My people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the Land of Israel.  And ye shall know that I Am YHVH, when I have opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up out of your graves, And shall put My spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own Land: then shall ye know that I YHVH have spoken it, and performed it, saith YHVH. Ez. 37:11-14

And I will plant them upon their Land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their Land which I have given them, saith YHVH thy God. Amos 9:15

The burden of The Word of YHVH for Israel, saith YHVH, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem.  And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. In that day, saith YHVH, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will open Mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindness.  And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength in YHVH of hosts their God.  In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem.
YHVH also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.  In that day shall YHVH defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as The Angel of YHVH before them.  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. Zech 12:1-10

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.  Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O YHVH. Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great.  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the Day of YHVH is near in the valley of decision.  The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.  YHVH also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but YHVH will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the children of Israel.  So shall ye know that I Am YHVH your God dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more. Joel 3:9-17

     Now, above are only a few of such verses dealing with this subject.  One thing that many/most scholars say is that Scripture shows that when Israel was brought back by God into the Land of Israel they are brought back in 'unbelief'.  Now there are some Christians who say that Israel, being in unbelief, has no claim of title to the Land of Israel since they have turned their back on God.  But while Scripture shows us that God did remove Israel from the Land because of their sins, It also shows us that in the End-Times they are brought back into God's Land by God Himself - and that God allows the Nations to come against Israel, and yes - partially to judge those in the Land of Israel that are in sin; but mainly: as a result of the Nations coming against Israel to then bring even greater Judgment upon those Nations themselves.  In fact, it's pretty easy to see that the Gog-Magog attack on Israel results in Israel crying out to God, and hence brings the time where Sha'ul/Paul says: All Israel shall be Saved, and that God Himself defends Israel against this attack - and then pours out His Spirit on Israel.  But then, as many/most scholars agree, this starts the time of Jacob's Trouble - and the next attack of Armageddon again against Israel then results in a final Judgment against the Nations, and the total deliverance of Israel, and the reign of Yeshua/Jesus The Messiah upon the earth for 1000 years from Jerusalem.   You may or may-not agree exactly with that 'time-line', but that's irrelevant.  Now consider the following verse....
And YHVH answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith YHVH of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.  And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction.  Therefore thus saith YHVH; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: My House shall be built in it, saith YHVH of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem.  Cry yet, saying, Thus saith YHVH of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and YHVH shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. Zech. 1:13-17

     First you'll note that YHVH says that the cities of Israel are HIS cities!  One thing we can see from this passage above, is that God's great displeasure against the Gentiles who came against Israel, with whom (Israel) God was only a little displeased, resulted in mercy and deliverance for Israel.  This idea is shown elsewhere in Scripture as well.  For one example let's look at the following passage from the New Covenant....
I say then, Hath God cast away His people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God hath not cast away His people which He foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elijah? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying,  Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life.  But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.  Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. {...} I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall Salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?  For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of them.  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?  For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches.  And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree;  Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.  Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in.  Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.  And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again.  For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree?  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  For this is My Covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.  As concerning the Good-News, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes.  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.  For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief:  Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. Rom. 11:1-5, 11-31

     So then one could conclude that whereas the "Church" was made up of those Wild-Olive branches from the Wild-Olive tree of the Gentiles that were grafted among the Natural-Branchs into the Natural-Olive tree - into Israel - so too the "Church" was given the commission to show mercy unto the Jewish people, the broken Natural-Branches of Israel, that are in unbelief - so that they (Israel) may obtain mercy.  It was as if the perfect Will of YHVH to the Body of Messiah was as the commission given to Hadassah/Esther: ...who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? - For we are shown in the New Covenant that the Body of Messiah was and is to show mercy and intercede for the House of Israel, as Sha'ul/Paul himself did and is so often spoken to Believers to do in the New Covenant; but instead the majority of the time the "Church" down through the ages has fallen under these words of warning of Mordecai to Hadassah/Esther: Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews.  For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed...  As most of the Gentile "Church" down through the ages has worse then turned their backs on the Natural-Branches (the Jews/Israel) since they have persecuted them, even murdered them, and have both burned the Torah/Law of YHVH Elohim/God and cast It away from their heathen hearts - even unto to this very day as we are seeing in the Nations who salivate to carve and divide Israel the Land of YHVH and Jerusalem YHVH's City contrary to Scripture and then deliver It to murderous terrorist Arab's.  Yet this was Prophesied, but the Will of YHVH will be done! - So then we see in the End-Times that mercy does come from YHVH to Israel, and yes in comes in part part through the portion of the Gentile Believers and Messianic Believers that do support and pray for Israel and the Jewish people today; but perhaps more so, since this commission of God's perfect Will was rejected by much of the "Church" to minister to Israel, instead we see what I believe is then God's permissive Will upon the unrepentant - even for Judgment to begin at the House of God, through the battle of Gog/Magog-WWIII, and then that same Judgment ending up being poured out far more so on the Nations. - And so finally then there will be mercy shown by YHVH Himself on the House of Israel.
For I believe that YHVH Elohim/God is crying out this day:  As I Yeshua Messiah mourned over Jerusalem for My children that have gone astray and then I asked you to pray and weep and intercede for My children when their House was left desolate - but you would not; - Even so in the midst of Judgment you will mourn and weep - but I will not hear you - and your houses shall be left unto you desolate!

THIS IS THE END OF THIS MJYO SERIES FROM WFC.

Shalom Alechem
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9 In the beginning was the Davar/Word, and the Davar/Word was with Elohim/God, and the
Davar/Word was Elohim/God. The same was in the beginning with Elohim/God. All things were
made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and the life
was the light of men. - vochanan/John 1:1-4.





