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חנוכה : Hanukkah : Then, Now, & Future…

While Hanukkah-(Hebrew meaning: ‘dedication’) is not one of the 7 major Holy Day Celebrations Of YHVH that are given to us in Torah; yet it is a minor Festival that has been celebrated by Israel from Biblical times and continuing on through today. Yet Hanukkah is also a lot more of a New Testament festival than many realize! Many are surprised when they find out that the only Biblical mention <in: Yochanan/(John) 10:22-39.> of the observance of Hanukkah is when Messiah Yeshua/(Jesus) went up to Jerusalem in the winter, then He walked in Solomon’s Porch in the Temple during the celebration of ‘The Feast Of The Dedication’-(another name for Hanukkah), and He declared: “…I and My Father are One…”. 

Here is the account in the Gospel of Yochanan/(John) of when Yeshua/(Jesus) was in the Temple during the celebration of Hanukkah….

¶  And it was at Jerusalem the Feast Of The Dedication, and it was winter. And Yeshua/(Jesus) walked in the Temple in Solomon’s Porch. Then came the Judeans-[*KJV: Jews; but in context here Gr.2453 as Judeans] round about Him, and said unto Him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Messiah/(Christ), tell us plainly. Yeshua/(Jesus) answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in My Father’s Name, they bear witness of Me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of My sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear My Voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are One. Then the Judeans* took up stones again to stone Him. Yeshua/(Jesus) answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from My Father; for which of those works do ye stone Me? The Judeans* answered Him, saying, For a good work we stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thou, being a man, makest thyself Elohim/(God). Yeshua/(Jesus) answered them, Is it not written in your Law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the Word of Elohim/(God) came, and the Tanakh/(Scripture) cannot be broken; Say ye of Him, Whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of Elohim/(God)? If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me not. But if I do, though ye believe not Me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him. ¶ Therefore they sought again to take Him: but He escaped out of their hand, - Yochanan/(John) 10:22-39.
Yet Hanukkah is also mentioned and alluded to in prophecy in the Bible in several interesting ways….Being that while the prophesied ”Abomination of Desolation” is still yet to come, it has also had a partial fulfillment twice already in history: Daniel speaks of it as a future End-Time event (in: Daniel 11:31; 12:11) which had a partial fulfillment when ‘Antiochus IV epiphanes’ defiled and sacrificed a pig on the Altar in the Temple in Jerusalem in 167 B.C., which then began the Israeli-Maccabean revolt, resulting in YHVH giving Israel the victory, and then began the cleansing and re-dedication of the Temple, and so then came the festival of Hanukkah…But the Daniel prophecy also speaks clearly of the future event when the anti-Messiah/(anti-Christ) will set up the “Abomination that makes Desolate” when he causes the Daily Oblation Altar Sacrifice to cease during the Tribulation.  Yeshua/(Jesus) likewise refers to the prophecy of Daniel, and He also speaks of it as a future End-Time prophetic event (in: Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14); but it also again had a partial/shadow-type fulfillment when Titus likewise defiled and destroyed the Temple and Jerusalem in 70 A.D..  And again the final “Abomination of Desolation” is yet again spoken of as a future prophetic event (in: 2Thessalonians 2:3-12) when the “man of sin…the son of perdition” is revealed when he defiles and sits in the Temple blaspheming in his exalting himself above Elohim/(God) during the Tribulation.  It is very interesting to note how prophecies, and even the Biblical Holy Days of YHVH, often have more than one fulfillment, minor & major and in some cases both major, fulfillments and applications.  [NOTE: btw…The Oblation Altar & Daily Sacrifice can/should be set up even right before the beginning of the Temple being rebuilt in Jerusalem in the future….So if you’re waiting for the Temple to be rebuilt before you get serious with YHVH God…it’s later than you think!]
But there’s more interesting things about Hanukkah….

     Hanukkah is also called the Festival of Lights. – We see in Scripture in Yochanan/(John) 1, where the Word declares that Messiah Yeshua/(Jesus) is: “the True Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”.  In examining all Biblical evidence It points to us that Messiah Yeshua was born during the Biblical Holy Day Feast of YHVH of Sukkot-{Booths/Tabernacles). What is interesting is that the time of a normal human gestation period, from conception to birth, brings us from the time of Hanukkah to the time of the Festival Of Sukkot! - That means that Messiah Yeshua, The Light Of The World that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, would Himself have been *conceived by the Ruach-Kodesh/(Holy Spirit) of YHVH into the world on the Festival Of Lights…Hanukkah !

     *[NOTE: In addition to the above comments: Haggai the prophet was given the *following prophetic exhortation from YHVH to Israel on the “four and twentieth day of the ninth month”-(or: 24 Kislev, in the 6th century B.C.). This was also the day on the Biblical calendar at sunset that the 1st day of Hanukkah began centuries later in 165 B.C. with the re-dedication of the 2nd Temple. This exhortation by Haggai is also given with a recalling to the people of their recent earlier day that the foundation was ‘(re)-laid’ for the beginning of the re-building of the (2nd) Temple when the children of Israel had returned from captivity in Babylon. Many have noted they see in this prophetic passage that it also spoke prophetically to the time of the conception of Messiah (on the 1st day of Hanukkah), and so of His birth at the following Feast of Sukkot (when Messiah came first to “Tabernacle” with mankind); and that the passage also again speaks prophetically of the yet future ‘Hanukkah’-event of His return at the ‘1000 year / Millennium Reign’ when He ‘Tabernacles’ again with mankind from Jerusalem, with a cleansing from the profane Tribulation temple-[NOTE: It is interesting that the time period of the 1260 days of Rev. 11:3, to the 1335 days of Dan. 12:12, is the exact number of days from Yom Kippur to Hanukkah.]; and to the beginning of the 3rd Temple of YHVH spoken of prophetically in Ezekiel; and that it yet again also speaks prophetically of the time after those 1000 years and the final Judgment of mankind, where what we see (in Revelation 21) begins for eternity in the New Jerusalem, that: “…the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the Temple of it.” ~
     *“Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day that the foundation of YHVH’s/(the-LORD’S) Temple was laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you. ¶ And again the Word of YHVH/(the-LORD) came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother.” - Haggai 2:18-22.]
Concerning the historical accounts & legends of Hanukkah:

     The story of the only remaining one-daily container of undefiled/unopened oil still having the Seal on it of the High Priest lasting a full *8 days in the Temple Menorah when it was rededicated and lit, is only mentioned in *later post-1st Century AD Judaic Agada accounts. *(hence: The use of the 9 branch Hannukiah-Menora used in celebration of Hanukkah today. Why 9 instead of 8? - Because in Judaism any one light that is lit for observance on Shabbat or on a Festival day, requires a second one to be lit to show that one is not just simply lighting/using it as a mundane light source.) - *(The legend on oil lasting 8 days of as it appears in a later-baraita addition to the Mishnah to Megillat Ta'anit, Shabbat 21b. According to the Encyclopædia Judaica, this baraita states that: “on entering the Temple, the Hasmoneans discovered that the Greeks had defiled all the oil, except for one cruse, which contained enough oil to keep the candelabrum burning for only one day. A miracle, however, happened and they kindled from it for eight days; in its commemoration a festival lasting eight days was instituted for future generations”. - http://www.hebrew-streams.org/works/judaism/hanukkah.html )
     NOTE: I do however find quite interesting the following fact that was just pointed out to me that I hadn’t noticed before, that the very first command given in Torah, after all of the commands are given for all of the Feasts (Mo'edim) of YHVH in Lev.23, ending with Shimeni Atzeret at the end of Sukkot, is what we see in Lev.24:1-2…¶  “And YHVH/(the-LORD) spake unto Moses, saying, Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually.” – If you think about it, perhaps you’ll also find the placement of this command at this place in the Torah interesting, perhaps even prophetic as well !
     However the events of the Maccabean Revolt, their victory and the rededication of the Temple, which is what Hanukkah is all about, come to us from the historical writings of the books of Maccabees. 1st, 2nd, (& 4th).  While these books were considered part of their sacred literature only by the Alexandrian Jews of old; yet the 1st and 2nd books of Maccabees came to be considered canonical by the Catholic Church later in its history, and were placed in the Catholic Bible amongst the other Books of the Old Testament. However: These books were never recognized as a part of Scripture by any other groups in Judaism, ancient or modern. Nor were they recognized as such by the ‘Early Church Fathers’; although the ‘Early Church Fathers’ are quoted in the early centuries as saying these, and some of the other books of the Apocrypha, were considered ‘worthy of study’. They likewise were never considered a part of Scripture by any Protestant movement. But what will surprise many people is to learn that since the KJV Bible was first printed in 1611, the books of the Apocrypha however were printed in a ‘separate’ section in KJV Bibles for many years. (The books of Maccabees can be found on-line on the Web; for example here is a link to 1st Maccabees from the early KJV Bible printings: http://etext.virginia.edu/etcbin/toccer-new2?id=Kjv1Mac.sgm&images=images/modeng&data=/texts/english/modeng/parsed&tag=public&part=all )

Here is the account from the Book of Maccabees on retaking the Temple & it’s cleansing, the 1st celebration of Hanukkah, & when to be held yearly….

1 Maccabees 4:36-59: Then said Judas and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are discomfited: let us go up to cleanse and dedicate the sanctuary. Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, and went up into mount Sion. And when they saw the sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the gates burned up, and shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest, or in one of the mountains, yea, and the priests' chambers pulled down; They rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes upon their heads, And fell down flat to the ground upon their faces, and blew an alarm with the trumpets, and cried toward heaven. Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that were in the fortress, until he had cleansed the sanctuary. So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had pleasure in the law: Who cleansed the sanctuary, and bare out the defiled stones into an unclean place. And when as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings, which was profaned; They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled it: wherefore they pulled it down, And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should come a prophet to shew what should be done with them. Then they took whole stones according to the law, and built a new altar according to the former; And made up the sanctuary, and the things that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts. They made also new holy vessels, and into the temple they brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of incense, and the table. And upon the altar they burned incense, and the lamps that were upon the candlestick they lighted, that they might give light in the temple. Furthermore they set the loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished all the works which they had begun to make. Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is called the month Casleu (Kislev), in the hundred forty and eighth year, they rose up betimes in the morning, And offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had made. Look, at what time and what day the heathen had profaned it, even in that was it dedicated with songs, and citherns, and harps, and cymbals. Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had given them good success. And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. They decked also the forefront of the temple with crowns of gold, and with shields; and the gates and the chambers they renewed, and hanged doors upon them. Thus was there very great gladness among the people, for that the reproach of the heathen was put away. Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole congregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of the altar should be kept in their season from year to year by the space of eight days, from the five and twentieth day of the month Casleu, with mirth and gladness.

Here is a historical account of Hanukkah and it’s celebration given to us by the well known Jewish Believer & Historian, Alfred Edersheim…

The Temple: Its Ministry and Service, by Alfred Edersheim - Chapter 17: Post-Mosaic Festival…

     The Feast of the Dedication of the Temple: 2. The Feast of the Dedication of the Temple, Chanuchah ('the dedication'), called in 1 Maccabees iv. 52-59 'the dedication of the altar,' and by Josephus (Antiq. xii. 7, 7) 'the Feast of Lights,' was another popular and joyous festival. It was instituted by Judas Maccabeus in 164 BC, when, after the recovery of Jewish independence from the Syro-Grecian domination, the Temple of Jerusalem was solemnly purified, the old polluted altar removed, its stones put in a separate place on the Temple-mount, and the worship of the Lord restored. The feast commenced on the 25th of Chislev (December), and lasted for eight days. On each of them the 'Hallel' was sung, the people appeared carrying palm and other branches, and there was a grand illumination of the Temple and of all private houses. These three observances bear so striking a resemblance to what we know about the Feast of Tabernacles, that it is difficult to resist the impression of some intended connection between the two, in consequence of which the daily singing of the 'Hallel,' and the carrying of palm branches was adopted during the Feast of the Dedication, while the practice of Temple-illumination was similarly introduced into the Feast of Tabernacles.*-*In point of fact, the three are so compared in 2 Maccabees x. 6, and even the same name applied to them, i. 9, 18. {…}
     The Origin of this Festival:  From the hesitating language of Josephus (Antiq. xii. 7, 7), we infer that even in his time the real origin of the practice of illuminating the Temple was unknown. Tradition, indeed, has it that when in the restored Temple the sacred candlestick* was to be lit, only one flagon of oil, sealed with the signet of the high-priest, was found to feed the lamps. *According to tradition, the first candlestick in that Temple was of iron, tinned over; the second of silver, and then only a golden one was procured.
This, then, was pure oil, but the supply was barely sufficient for one day--when, lo, by a miracle, the oil increased, and the flagon remained filled for eight days, in memory of which it was ordered to illuminate for the same space of time the Temple and private houses. A learned Jewish writer, Dr. Herzfeld, suggests, that to commemorate the descent of fire from heaven upon the altar in the Temple of Solomon (2 Chron 7:1), 'the feast of lights' was instituted when the sacred fire was relit on the purified altar of the second Temple. But even so the practice varied in its details. Either the head of a house might light one candle for all the members of his family, or else a candle for each inmate, or if very religious he would increase the number of candles for each individual every evening, so that if a family of ten had begun the first evening with ten candles they would increase them the next evening to twenty, and so on, till on the eighth night eighty candles were lit. But here also there was a difference between the schools of Hillel and Shammai--the former observing the practice as just described, the latter burning the largest number of candles the first evening, and so on decreasingly to the last day of the feast. On the Feast of the Dedication, as at Purim and New Moons, no public fast was to be kept, though private mourning was allowed. The forms of prayer at present in use by the Jews are of comparatively late date, and indeed the Karaites, who in many respects represent the more ancient traditions of Israel, do not observe the festival at all. But there cannot be a doubt that our blessed Lord Himself attended this festival at Jerusalem (John 10:22), on which occasion He told them plainly: 'I and My Father are one.' This gives it a far deeper significance than the rekindling of the fire on the altar, or even the connection of this feast with that of Tabernacles. - http://www.piney.com/Edersheim17.html#dedication 
Logical reasons for celebrating Hanukkah 101:

     Sometimes you’ll hear people say it is wrong to celebrate Hanukkah, as it wasn’t one of the 7 Holy Day Feasts of YHVH; or that it doesn’t specifically say in the Gospel of John that Yeshua/(Jesus) actually celebrated Hanukkah when He went to the Temple in Jerusalem during that celebration-(The Feast Of The Dedication); or they’ll try and give other reasons why we shouldn’t observe it at all. While there are pagan things that have been mingled in down through the centuries into Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity that we need to be aware of and shun; yet too many people in certain ways are just being superstitious without good cause of almost everything-(or else the motivation for some is just trying to make a name for themselves and/or sell books!)  Also: Scripture likewise doesn’t specifically say that Yeshua/(Jesus) DIDN’T celebrate it; and also note that He never condemned it either. If it is wrong at all to celebrate this observance, would He have even gone there during that time?...And even if so: If it was wrong to celebrate, don’t you think Yeshua would have condemned it when He visited the Temple then, instead of just recording for us in Scripture that He went and spoke to Israel specifically during that time?!

     Purim and Hanukkah are celebrations (like the 4th of July but more praise to YAH centered) and are mentioned, but not condemned, in the Bible. I'd be more surprised if Israel after having deliverance TWICE from YHVH from their being destroyed, if they DIDN'T have celebrations! And if they hadn’t established celebrations for those events, then that would have appeared as their being ungrateful and even secular, instead of their being thankful unto YHVH....Same way with Israeli Independence Day 1948, and Jerusalem Day 1967: Those are days of celebration and thanksgiving unto YHVH for restoring Israel to the Jewish people, and for His victory when attacked and the restoring to them of Jerusalem and the Temple mount (and these were also prophetic events foretold in Scripture.)  Are they wrong then for celebrating those events and praising YAH for victory?...Of course not!  It would be very odd if they didn’t!

Here is a one websites brief telling of the Hanukkah story…
     Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, is observed for eight days, beginning on the evening of the 25th day of the month of Kislev. It commemorates the historic victory of a small band of Maccabees over the ruling Syrian-Greek regime. 
     The story of Hanukkah began in the reign of Alexander the Great. Alexander conquered Syria, Egypt and Palestine, but allowed the lands under his control to continue observing their own religions and retain a certain degree of autonomy. More than a century later, Antiochus Epiphanes, a successor of Alexander, became king of the Syrian-Greeks. He forced the Jews to worship the pagan idols and adopt the Greek culture. Whole families of Jews were executed for their observance of the Sabbath and circumcision. Tens of thousands of men, women, children and infants, who would worship no other gods, were martyred.  

     In 167 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes marched to Jerusalem, entered the Temple and defiled it. He set up an idol of his god, Zeus, in the Temple and built an altar to Zeus. On the altar, he sacrificed a pig, which the Torah prohibits the Jews to eat. The pig's blood was brought into the Most Holy Place where even the High Priest alone could only enter on the Day of Atonement. This abomination was unheard of before. 

     In the Judean village of Modi'in, the people were assembled in the town square by Syrian Greek soldiers. An altar was built, and the old priest Mattathias was ordered to sacrifice a pig for the townspeople to eat. Mattathias refused to defile himself or his people. The soldiers insisted, offering great financial incentive.

Finally, another man from the village volunteered to collaborate with the Syrian Greeks. As the man approached the pig, Mattathias suddenly ran forward and assassinated the collaborator, striking the man with a large mallet or hammer. (Thus the name "Maccabees"<Hammer>, for the Hasmoneans)

     The five sons of Mattathias drew their weapons, struck down the soldiers, and headed for the hills. They were joined by many fellow revolutionaries, and so began a lopsided revolt against the mighty Syrian Greek Empire.

Soon after, the leadership of the ragtag Jewish army passed to Mattathias' son, Judah, nicknamed the Hammer, or in Hebrew, Maccabee. Thereafter, the revolutionaries were known as The Maccabees.

     After three years of Jewish guerilla warfare, the rebels achieved victory. On the 25 of Kislev, 165 BC, the Maccabees triumphantly entered the defiled and half-demolished Temple. They then began the process of rededication.

     The undying, eternal flame of the Temple Menorah, the great seven-branched lampstand so central to the worship of Israel, had been extinguished. The Greeks had desecrated nearly all of the sacred oil used for the Temple Menorah. Only a small container remained, containing a one day supply. It would take eight days for the priests to consecrate more oil. Nevertheless, the High priest kindled the Menorah and a miracle happened: The Menorah flame continued to burn for eight days!

     To commemorate the event, it was decided that henceforth, the holiday would be observed annually by kindling one new light each day for eight days. Thus Hanukkah became known as the Feast of Lights.

     The Hanukkah Menorah has nine branches, eight to commemorate this eight day feast. In celebration, each night of Hanukkah Jews light candles on their menorah, beginning with the shamash (central candle, which lights the others, and in some menorahs is raised over the other eight). - http://www3.telus.net/public/kstam/en/temple/details/hanukkah.htm 

The Traditions of Hanukkah…

     The 9 Branch Menorah: The menorah that is lit on the 8 days of Hanukkah is also known as a “Hanukkiah” in Hebrew. The design of this menorah may (but need not) be similar to the original menorah, with some important differences: The menorah in the Holy Temple had seven branches, while the Hanukkah menorah has eight (plus one additional “helper” candle, the shamash.) The menorah in the Holy Temple was lit indoors, while the Chanukah menorah is lit outside, or at the front door facing the street. (In many communities it has become customarily to light it indoors near a door or window.) The menorah in the Holy Temple was lit during the daytime, while we light the Chanukah menorah after sundown, to burn into the night. –(Talmud Tractate Shabbos 21b; Code of Jewish Law, Orach Chaim 671.)
     The Dreidel: One of the games played during Hanukkah involves the dreidel. During the time of Antiochus’ oppression of the Jews, it was illegal to study Torah, but it was not illegal to play gambling games with a top. So the dreidel top was invented, ostensibly as a method to study Torah. The entry from the website Judaism 101 explains it thus: Another tradition of the holiday is playing dreidel, a gambling game played with a square top. Most people play for matchsticks, pennies, M&Ms or chocolate coins. The traditional explanation of this game is that during the time of Antiochus’ oppression, those who wanted to study Torah (an illegal activity) would conceal their activity by playing gambling games with a top (a common and legal activity) whenever an official or inspector was within sight. A dreidel is marked with four Hebrew letters: Nun, Gimel, Hei and Shin. These letters stand for the Hebrew phrase “Nes Gadol Hayah Sham,” a great miracle happened there, referring to the miracle of the oil. The letters also stand for the Yiddish words nit (nothing), gantz (all), halb (half) and shtell (put), which are the rules of the game! There are some variations in the way people play the game, but the way I learned it, everyone puts in one coin. A person spins the dreidel. If it lands on Nun, nothing happens; on Gimel (or, as we called it as kids, “gimme!”), you get the whole pot; on Hei, you get half of the pot; and on Shin, you put one in. When the pot is empty, everybody puts one in. Keep playing until one person has everything. Then redivide it, because nobody likes a poor winner. - http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday7.htm 
Here are some links that have more information on Hanukkah if you’d like to study more on it…

https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Judas_Maccabeus 

http://www.ranker.com/list/a-list-of-all-maccabean-revolt-battles/reference 

http://www.fanaticus.org/DBA/armies/II43/ 

http://www.biblesearchers.com/yahshua/davidian/dynasty7.shtml#AbominationDesolation 

An archeological artifact related to the Maccabean period discovered in 2007….

The Heliodorus Stele: It was on May 9, 2007, that a marvelous relic of the era of the “abomination of desolation” that was unveiled at the Israeli Museum.  The 2,200 year old “Heliodorus Stele” was put on display in the museum.  It revealed the formal correspondence between the Syrian King Seleucus IV (187-175 BCE) and the same Heliodorus, his Prime Minister, that was later ordered to seize the treasures in the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem… -[Read more about this discovery here: 

http://www.biblesearchers.com/yahshua/davidian/dynasty7.shtml#HeliodorusStele ]
Applications of Hanukkah: Then, Now, & Future….

The messages behind Hanukkah are powerful ones with applications both ancient and modern....Of resisting the enemy, even in the face of heavy stakes and overwhelming odds, from those who’d have us compromise with the world and so become defiled, and of our standing up against their trying to assimilate us away from our walk with YHVH in His Word.  Also it speaks to us of seeing YHVH provide deliverance when we take a stand for Him and for His Righteousness, of His delivering us from seemingly hopeless situations. – These are all things that we as Believers in Messiah Yeshua/(Jesus) are facing now, and that we will increasingly be facing, as the End-Times wax worse and worse. – And these are also the same types of attacks from their enemies that the modern nation of Israel is facing right now even as we speak ! - And it also speaks of our rededicating and committing our lives to Him, even as the cleansing and rededication of the Temple, of our walking in and being enabled in His Holiness…for us to be a washed clean and fit vessel for His Presence to reside in. 

Is Hannukah only for Jewish people to celebrate?...

Give all the above: I’d say Hanukkah and what it reveals to us, is an important observance for all of us as Believers in Messiah Yeshua/(Jesus) to have, wouldn’t you?! - For those who are grafted into the Natural-Olive Tree, who are part of the Commonwealth of Israel, and who are of the Seed Of Believing Abraham…as Scripture defines all those who are ‘Born From Above’/(Born-Again)…then I’d suggest to you that it is part of your heritage and future too !

Shalom.

-------------------------
Via: Tshuvah...
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WATCHMEN ON THE WALL: When Led to speak out, there came those who’d have me be silent, and sought for me to be in violation of the commands to Judge rightly in Scripture*. Yet should I acquiesce to their demands and put a hand to my mouth, I would then be guilty of the sin of omission. What shall I do then?...The answer is clear: To obey YHVH Elohim rather than men; to speak forth, according to His Will, as He leads and enables me. ~ *(Jn.7:24, 1Cor.6:3-4, Acts5:28).






Yeshua HaMashiach Hu YAH ET-HaDavar Elohim ~~ ישוע המשיח הוא יה את-הדבר אלוהים
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As for me and my house we will serve YHVH.
We as members of the Body of Messiah need to love and cherish ALL of God's Holy Word The Bible! [O.T.]: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe. The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Nivi’im as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah [N.T.]: as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men. And then let Ruach HaKodesh [The Holy Spirit] of YHVH Elohim/God lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go. Only then will we be able to discern the words of all men, - whether they are words that are as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and give Him glory, - or are words that are empty and dry as a river-bed in a drought. 








